
    

 

Campaign group No 

Pylons Lincolnshire has 

been analysing all available 

information to fully assess 

the impact of National 

Grid’s plan for the county, 

and it’s not big… it’s HUGE! 

The 87-mile pylon route all the 

way through Lincolnshire is a 

means to an end which will see 

more than 17,000 acres of land 

gobbled up in associated substations, transformers, solar farms, battery and hydrogen storage 

and new gas-fired power stations. 

 

      Much of this land is grade 1 arable land - the finest 
food-growing land in the country about which this week 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said: “We need to increase 
food production, food security is really important and 
we need to protect our prime agricultural land for that 
purpose.” 
National Grid admits these new land-based projects 
have already been contracted to connect to its 
proposed Grimsby to Walpole overhead cables, even 
though it is only now engaged in first-stage consultation 
with the public. 

 
The proposed projects are by generating companies and 
subject to planning approval - but are made possible by 
National Grid's Grimsby to Walpole pylons link. 
Cat Makinson, of No Pylons Lincolnshire, said: “We are 
all for green energy and fully supportive of net zero 
goals; but that which can be produced and carried 
offshore is by far the best solution to the energy and 
farming crisis. 

 

      “This is not just about power from offshore wind farms 
connecting to a pylon chain through Lincolnshire from Grimsby to 
Walpole. It’s much, much bigger than that. It’s about all the land-
based infrastructure - solar farms, battery storage, power 
stations and hydrogen plants - that the new overland line will 
attract. And it is not yet clear how all this new infrastructure will 
connect to the new substations. This will impact many thousands 
and not just those who might be close to the pylons route and 
decision makers cannot look at the pylons plan in isolation. 
“We are calling for joined-up decision making that properly 
balances the needs of agriculture and energy and is respectful of 
communities in Lincolnshire. 
 
“We aim to persuade Government to take a closer look at the 
offshore alternatives.” 
 
No Pylons Lincolnshire has spent the past five weeks analysing 
every word National Grid has made public and attended its 
consultation events to quiz its personnel. 
It has learned that the areas of land needed for the substations 
will be much more than National Grid has stated when the likely 
requirements of the associated transformers, solar arrays, 
energy storage and power stations are included. 
 

National Grid declared that in Grimsby the substation requirement would be around 30 acres. But when the land to be also 

used for connecting related projects is included the total area expands to a huge 3,824 acres. The two substations for the 

Alford area - Woodthorpe and Claythorpe - expand to 6,804 acres, Weston Marsh to 6,259 acres and Walpole to 178 acres. 

Gas turbine stations at Mablethorpe and Walpole will have hydrogen plants which have not been included in No Pylons 

Lincolnshire’s calculations as their sizes have not been specified by National Grid and battery storage facilities for the solar 

farms have not been included. 

Peter Phillips of No Pylons Lincolnshire said: “These calculations are based on National Grid’s proposals and connections list. 

You can add about 40 acres for the footprint of all the pylons, but the added infrastructure that these will bring is the real 

story. It’s around 26 square miles - about twice the size of Lincoln and its borough. It’s the second industrial revolution 

creeping up on us here in Lincolnshire.” 

 



 

Farmers are outraged by the proposals. Hazel 

Needham, a third-generation farmer at Fosdyke, said:  
 
“Food will be replaced by a harvest of electricity. We will 
have to import more food that we can grow here in 
Lincolnshire and that will cost everyone more.” 
 
No Pylons Lincolnshire wants National Grid to answer 
questions placed by residents daily on its Facebook site: 
 
What is the full cost of the pylons scheme – not just the 
capital costs – using the Government’s Treasury Green Book 
assessment which is applied to public projects such as this; 
Is there a likelihood of over production of electricity if all 
the new onshore projects come to fruition, including any 
associated with the 17 other Great Grid Upgrade proposals 
around the country; 
What will happen to any electricity produced that exceeds 
UK demand. 
A campaign group in Scotland - Communities B4 Power 
Companies - quotes a report compiled by National Grid ESO 
which says: 
 
 “The total transmission queue currently stands at 430GW 
and this alone represents over seven times more capacity 
that the current peak demand in Great Britain (of 58GW) 
and over four times more capacity than the potential peak 
demand in Great Britain in 2050 (of 98GW).” 
 

Cllr Colin Davie, Executive Councillor for Economy, 
Environment and Strategic Planning at Lincolnshire County 
Council, added: "National Grid will destroy forever the 
beauty of the Lincolnshire countryside and use our best 
growing land by turning it into an energy production hub. 
"It would come at the expense of national food security, 
unnecessarily destroying the Lincolnshire countryside." 
 
No Pylons Lincolnshire is continuing to oppose the pylons 
plan and support instead an undersea route and the 
establishment of an offshore integrated grid to enable 
connectivity at sea of the current offshore wind turbines 
and others coming online in the future. 
Lincolnshire’s MPs and Lincolnshire County Council are 
opposing the pylons plan and Victoria Atkins, MP for 
Horncastle and Louth, has launched a short four-question 
survey for constituents 

 
 at www.victoriaatkins.org.uk/news/pylon-survey-offshore-
alternative  
She believes National Grid has not meaningfully discussed 
an offshore alternative and that Lincolnshire is being 
treated unfairly. She is calling for an independent review of 
the offshore alternatives. 
 

No Pylons Lincolnshire is urging everyone to take part in the current National Grid consultation, which ends on March 13. 

The easiest way is to email your name and the sentence “I strongly oppose National Grid’s pylons proposal for Grimsby to 

Walpole” to contact@g-w.nationalgrid.com or write to Freepost G TO W (no stamp or further address required) or ask for a 

feedback form by emailing contact@g-w.nationalgrid.com or by phoning 0800 0129 153 to request a consultation pack with 

feedback form and a Freepost return envelope. 
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