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First Club, Internal County, Inter County Transfers & Sanctions – In – Out 

Official GAA Guide 2027 -2027 
CHAPTER 6 - GAMES AND COMPETITIONS Transfers/Declarations/Playing Eligibility 
6.1 Transfers and Declarations Association’s Ethos: 
As the Gaelic Athletic Association is community centred, based on the allegiance of its members to their local Clubs and Counties, the Transfer and Declaration Rules in this Official Guide and in County Bye-Laws reflect that ethos. A player is considered to owe allegiance and loyalty to their First Club and County, as defined in these Rules. 
6.2 Definitions
 First County: The County in which a player’s First Club (or Club within an Independent Team) is located. 
Own County: The County in which a player’s Own Club (non-College)is based. First Club: The Club (or Club within an Independent Team) with which a player first legally (i.e. in accordance with Rule and Bye-Law) participated in Club Competition at Under 12 Grade or Over (including Go-Games) organised by the County Committee or one of its Sub-Committees in the County of the player’s permanent residence.
 Own Club: The Club (non-College) of which an individual is currently a playing member. Catchment Area: An area determined by the County Committee as representative of the hinterland of one or more Clubs. 
The Boundaries of Catchment Areas maybe determined by reference to Parishes(subject to County Boundaries) or other criteria. 
Permanent Residence: Unless otherwise defined in Bye Law, a place of Permanent Residence of a person shall be the domestic property where (by reference to actual overnight presence, the person’s own or the person’s family’s ownership of or tenancy in the property, the person’s place of non-temporary employment, and such other factors as maybe considered appropriate)the Council or Committee assessing the question considers the person’s principal private residence to have been for at least the previous month and is likely for at least the ensuing year. Residence for the purpose of attending a Primary or Post Primary School or a Higher Education College shall not qualify as a Permanent Residence for the purposes of this Rule. A County may deem certain states of affairs to constitute evidence of permanent residence for the purpose of its Bye-Law, subject to being in accordance with guidelines issued by Central Council. (Effective 1st January 2027) For the purpose of applications for Inter-County Transfers, the foregoing definition shall prevail. 
Other Relevant Connection: A player shall be considered to have an ‘Other Relevant Connection’: (a) With a particular County if: 
(i) Either of the player’s parents at the time of the member’s birth were permanently resident in that County. 
(ii) (ii) That County is the County of the first Club of either of the player’s parents. 
 (b) Witha Particular Club if: 
(i) Either of the player’s parents were at the time of the player’s birth permanently resident in the present Catchment Area of that Club.
(ii)  (ii) In the case of a player whose parents or either of them were permanently resident in Co.Dublin at the time of the player’s birth, that Club was the First Club of either of the player’s parents. 
(iii) (iii) County Bye-Laws either define generally or for specific case st hat particular factors give rise to such a connection. 
6.3 Attachment to First Club
 (a) For the purposes of this Rule, a person first becomes a member of the Association by joining a Club of the Association, as a Youth Member or a Full Member(as appropriate), within the County of the person’s permanent residence.
 (b) Counties shall prescribe by means of Bye-Law the extent (if any)to which a person first becoming a member of the Association may have a choice as to what Club the person joins within the County. 
(c) Bye-Laws may allow a person seeking to become a member of the Association an unfettered choice of Clubs or a limited choice of Clubs(e.g. where choice is limited by permanent residence in or other relevant connection to a Catchment Area and there is more than one Club in a particular Catchment Area), or no choice at all(e.g. where choice is limited by permanent  residence in or relevant connection to a Catchment Area and there is just one Club with in that Catchment Area).
 (d) Where a case arises in relation to an entitlement to becoming a member of, or be attached to, a Club(there after to be the First Club),the County Committee shall delegate consideration of such case to its Competitions Control Committee for resolution. If requested by any party involved in the case, the Competition Control Committee shall give all parties concerned the opportunity of making observations for consideration within a specified period and/or of attending at a convened hearing to outline the irrespective positions on the case. The Competitions Control Committee shall make its decision in accordance with Rule and County Bye Law. An appeal against the decision of the Competitions Control Committee on the case maybe made in  writing by an aggrieved party to the County Hearings Committee. It shall be made within three working days of the receipt of notification of the decision. It shall state the grounds on which the appeal is being made and shall be signed by the appellant player or, in the case of a Club, by its Secretary. Other formalities regarding submission of Appeal (e.g. provision of duplicate copy, fee) outlined in Rule 7.6(f)to (i) are not applicable in this case.
 All other relevant sections of Rule 7.6 shall apply. 
An Appeal may only be up held on
the basis of the provisions outlined in Rule 7.6(p).
 (e) When a player first legally participates in Club Competition with a Club (including a Club within an Independent Team)at Under12 Grade or Over(including Go-Games)organised by the County Committee or one of its Sub-Committees, that Club becomes the player’s First Club. (f) Where the Club or all of the Clubs which an intending member is entitled to apply to join refuse to accept the intending member as a member, the County Committee may authorise that intending member to apply for membership of such other Club(s) as it deems appropriate having regard to the spirit of the Rules and Bye-Laws applicable.
 6.4 Transfers Within County (a) A County shall have a Bye-Law governing the transfer of players from one Club to another within the County. Such Bye-Law shall be consistent with Rule. Such Bye-Law may restrict the eligibility of a player to a transfer by reference to such matters as the County shall consider appropriate (e.g. by reference to permanent residence or Other Relevant Connections between the transfer applicant and the Catchment Area of the proposed new Club etc.). A County shall have the option, within County Bye-Law, to allow a player to play with a Club in the area in which the player works. However, a Bye-Law shall not prevent a transfer being granted where the relevant Competitions Control Committee is satisfied that it is necessary to do so to protect a child from harm and to comply with the child safeguarding commitments of the Association. (See Central Council Directive on this provision). 

Additional restrictions of a procedural nature may be imposed if the County considers them appropriate (e.g., limiting the time within a given year when transfer applications might be made). 
(b) A player who wishes to leave one Club to join another in the same County must apply to the County Committee for a transfer. Applications may be made online.
 (c) The County Committee shall delegate consideration of Applications to its Competitions Control Committee. If requested by any party involved, the Committee shall give the applicant and the two Clubs concerned the opportunity of attending a convened hearing to outline their respective positions on the application. 
(d) The Club of the player seeking a transfer shall be notified of the application and its observations shall be considered if received within such time as may be directed by the Competitions Control Committee.
 (e) The Competitions Control Committee shall make its decision in accordance with Rule, Code and County Bye-Law.
 (f) An appeal against a decision on a Transfer may be made in writing by an aggrieved party to the County Hearings Committee. It shall be made within three working days of the receipt of notification of the decision, it shall state the grounds on which the appeal is being made and shall be signed by the appellant player or in the case of a Club, by its Secretary. 
Other formalities regarding submission of Appeal (e.g. provision of duplicate copy, fee) outlined in Rule 7.6(f) to (i), are not applicable in this case. All other relevant sections of Rule 7.6 shall apply. An appeal may only be upheld on the basis of the provisions outlined in Rule 7.6(p). 
(g) The Transfer becomes effective: - On the expiry of the period allowed for an Appeal against the decision on the Transfer application or, if an Appeal is submitted, on the making of a decision on the Appeal and - On Code 4.2 being subsequently complied with. 53 6.5 Inter-County Transfers (a) A player who wishes to join a Club in another County must apply for a transfer to the Provincial or Central Council, as appropriate. An application for Transfer must be made ‘online’. (b) Such application shall not be granted unless the player is in permanent residence in the new County. Exceptions: (i) A player who permanently resides outside their First County and wishes to transfer from their current Own Club to their First Club or to the Club (or its successor) of which the player was a playing member immediately prior to leaving their First County, may so transfer provided the player has not played in a Competition for the first time with their Own Club after January 1st. (ii) A player who has ‘Other Relevant Connection’ with a Particular Club (i) as defined in sub-section (b) of Rule 6.2, subject to the player having celebrated their 18th birthday in a preceding Championship Year to the year of their transfer application. (iii) A player who has ‘Other Relevant Connection’ with a Particular Club (ii), (as defined in sub- section (b) of Rule 6.2, subject to the Club the player is transferring to is in a County allowed by Central Council to avail of this provision, and sanction for the Transfer is given by the Dublin County Committees (see Appendix 3), subject to the player having celebrated their18th birthday in a preceding Championship Year to the year of their transfer application. A player who avails of an Exception above may not thereafter declare for a Club in another County. (c) A player whose permanent residence in a County, other than the player’s First County, is terminated, shall not be entitled to commence a new Competition in that County. (d) An Inter-County transfer is a transfer from one County to another County for Club purposes. It does not determine what Club a player joins in the new County unless provision (i) below of this Rule is applicable. The Player so transferred must otherwise satisfy the requirements of the new County’s Bye-Laws as regards the Club the player joins. (e) Subject to Sub-rule (b)of this Rule, the application shall be granted if there is no objection from the Club or County the player is leaving within  tendays of the forwarding of the application to the County by the Central Council or Provincial Council, as appropriate (f) Where an objection is lodge to a transfer, the following shall be entitled to have their submissions considered and, on appeal, to make submissions, attend and participate in any related hearings: (i) The Club the player is leaving; (ii) The County the player is leaving and (iii) The County of the Club the player proposes to join. (g) An appeal against a decision on an Inter-County Transfer application may be made to the Central Appeals Committee. Such appeal shall conform to the formalities outlined in Rule 7.6 - Appeals, save that the period allowed for an Appeal shall be three working days.
 (h) An Inter-County Transfer involves transfer for all codes and activities at Club level.
 (i) A player who transfers from one County to another County, andwithin96weeksthereafter transfers back to the former County, shall rejoin the Club of which the player was a member prior to the initial transfer. (j) A Transfer becomes effective: - On the expiry of the period allowed for an Appeal against the decision on the Transfer application or, if an Appeal is submitted, on the making of a decision on the Appeal.




























St.Patricks GAA Transfer Policy 
Key points 
The closing date for all Intra county transfers is the last day of February, each year.
U12 – U18 – 
The club will apply the First Club guidance for all U-12 -U18 GAA players, who play competitive football for St.Patricks and are first registered as a St.Patricks’s Club Member.
Acceptance of this rule must be  registered on the Foireann registration app.
Internal  Transfers within Antrim GAA County Board Area 
U12 -18 
The club will only approve transfers to any player in the U12 -U-18  Age group within County Antrim , when there is clear evidence that the family has moved home to an area outside the Club’s catchment area, including the SW, NA & SA Divisional boards This will also apply to all players seeking to transfer into St.Patricks club’s from other Antrim GAA clubs.
Any U12-U18 member seeking a transfer outside of the above requirement , may apply directly  to Antrim CCC seeking a transfer. This member must communicate effectively with their team manager and the Club’s Children’s officer , the reasons for the request.
Email- childrensofficer@lisburnstpatricks.antrim@gaa.ie

Over 18 Transfers – Intra County – 
All Intra county requests are via an application from the club secretary and are automatically granted due to Antrim GAA Byelaws
Email -secretary@lisburnstpatricks.antrim@gaa.ie





Inter-County Transfers
All inter County Transfers are processed online via the Foireann App. It is player led and is managed online by GAA Croke Park. It takes 10 days to process the application when it is initiated by the player. 

Please note that if you transfer back to your home county , within 92 weeks, the transfer will be to your First Club registration. 


Sanctions
Any player who seeks a sanction to play hurling or play in certain age related football teams must forward the sanction form ( available from club secretary),  before the 31st March. Some competitons e.g U20/U21  may be 7 days before ethe competion commences.
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