
What is 

phonics 

and why 

do we 

teach it?



Phonics and Reading in 
Reception

Key Objectives: 

*What is phonics? 

*The phases taught in EYFS

   and KS1

*Teaching tricky words

*Our Reading Scheme

*Activities and ideas of how to practise at home

*Websites that are useful



Phonics into Reading/Writing



Cracking the Code

 26 letters of the alphabet

 44 sounds in the English Language 

 144 different ways we put letters 
together to represent the sounds



Terminology



















Set 1: s, a, t, p
Set 2: i, n, m, d
Set 3: g, o, c, k
Set 4: ck, e, u, r
Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss

After each set is introduced the 
children learn how to blend the 
sounds to read simple words. 



We need to know these sounds 

before we can start to read 

words.



Blending to read



Sound buttons



Segmenting



Pure Sounds

How to voice letters of the alphabet using pure 

sounds - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NFjzVBjQoC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NFjzVBjQoC4


Teaching tricky words



Help at home

➢ Read at home, school reading book and stories

➢ Help your child to read words by supporting them to use their 
sounds

➢ Make time for reading

➢ Play games such as board games

➢ Talk about the stories you are reading and ask questions

➢ Look through your child’s phonics keyring using both sides

➢ Have a go at some of the activities on Seesaw

Useful Websites

phonicsplay.co.uk

Oxfordowl.co.uk   https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-
parents/learning-at-home-videos/parent-how-to-videos/how-to-help-with-phonics-
videos/

BBC phonics



Seesaw



Any Questions? 
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