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There are a couple of things I look for throughout the summer and one 

of them is when the corn starts to tassel.  It feels like a quick season 

from when the first shoots of bright green appear in patterned rows in 

the brown soiled fields.  The Corn’s Up!! I come home and declare.  It’s 

not too long and soon the rows disappear and the sea of green appears.  

Knee High by Fourth of July isn’t really a thing anymore, but shortly 

thereafter, the tassels pop out and that’s when the magic happens.  The plant functions 

with its purpose...  to grow kernels of corn.  

In this season there are beginnings and endings.  August brings the last weeks of 

summer.  All the fun and gatherings are about to turn toward School Days and a 

different season.  In the threshold of August, summer feels different. We look back to 

where we’ve been and forward to where we are going.  

Similar to our life of faith, we motor along each day, reflecting on the ways our faith has 

changed over the years, and what is before us is unknown.  May God be in your dwelling 

and offer all you need for the journey to what lies ahead. God’s intent is clear, for each 

of us to become who we were intended to be.   

Thanks be to God! 

August 2026 

First Congregational UCC Broadcaster 

Pastor Sara’s Cell Phone contact: 

A gentle reminder about contacting Pastor Sara on her cell phone.   

Though some communication exists with Pastor Sara on her cell phone regarding health up-

dates and concerns. Primarily Pastor Sara holds her cellphone 24/7 if a pastoral need should 

arise regarding sudden crisis,, hospital visit, or death.  For all other communications please 

send her an email or call the church office regarding non-urgent manners and she will read 

and reply to your message when she is available.   Thank you kindly.  



Located along the shores of Lake Koshkonong in Rock County, Fair Meadows 
Sanctuary and State Natural Area is a beautifully restored landscape teeming with 

wildlife. This special place creates a safe haven for birds, rare plants, insects, 
mammals, and all wildlife to find refuge or raise young in an increasingly developed 

landscape. 
Join us for a Saunter with the land on August 11, 2026. We will begin at 9 AM. 

Whether you would like to sit in a chair and listen to the birds and feel the prairie 
breeze, or if you want to walk a few feet or a mile, the congregation is invited to share 

in this special sanctuary. 
Following our Saunter we will have a (bring your own) picnic lunch. 

The address for Fair Meadows Sanctuary (and Penny and Gary Shackelford’s home) is 
11305 N Vogel Rd, Milton, WI 53563. When you enter the drive, keep left where the 
driveway splits, and follow the drive straight and to the right. You can park near the 

red barn near the end of the driveway. We will meet at the picnic tables under the 
trees above the barn. 

For easier access, you can drive past the barn and follow the drive to the area next to 
the picnic tables. 

There is a bathroom available on site if needed. 
 

In case you need to get ahold of them the morning of, Gary's phone number is         
608-201-2324 and Penny's phone number is 608-201-1600.  

Fair Meadows Saunter 

The Outreach Committee will be collecting needed items for Trudy’s Room on  

August 30, September 6, and September 13 th. 

The needed items are: 

• Diapers, newborn through size 6, but most often need size 3, 4, 5 and 6. use 3, 4, 5 

and 6. 

• Pullups in size 2-3t, 3-4t, 4-5t and 5-6t. 

• Unscented wipes, diaper rash cream and bath/shampoo products. 

Trudy's Room Collection Drive 

Outreach Committee supports the UCC Wiscon-
sin Conference appeal for earthquake relief  

 
The Outreach Committee is looking to support the UCC Wisconsin Conference  
effort to advance  relief efforts in Venezuela.  On August 2, 9, and 16, there will 

be envelopes available for donations.   Your check can be made out to First Con-
gregation UCC.   Please note Venezuela on the memo line; our church will for-

ward one check.  
 

As you know, the death toll from the twin earthquakes on June 24  surpassed 
4,700, and thousands more people were injured and left homeless. News reports 
citing estimates by the United Nations and other international organizations say 
anywhere from 10,000 to 50,000 people are still unaccounted for. All donation 

to the UCC Wisconsin Conference relief effort will be forwarded to Church 
World Service. 

 







Save the Date: Gospellers Choir in worship 10 AM 

Blood Donors Needed 

Every 2 seconds someone in the United States need a pint of 

blood. Blood supply chains are always in need of blood to 

maintain a healthy inventory necessary for saving lives.   If you 

are one who prefers that blood supply remains locally, you have 

an opportunity to donate a pint of blood on August 20th at Fort 

Health Care on behalf of First 

Congregational United Church 

of Christ.  Appointments can be 

made from 10:30 am until 1:50 

pm.  Please consider donating a 

life saving pint to keep our local 

hospital blood inventory 

healthy.  If interested please 

sign up in the narthex. 



 Helper Schedule 

D at e  Greet ers  U sh ers  La y  Read er  Tech  

S upport  

A ugust  9  Bob & Jo Ann 

Rose  

Judy Brown 

and Pat  Jung  
Terry  Teipner  Kevin Becker  

A ugust  16  
Judy Brown  

Ruth 

Hammil ler  and 

Nancy Onufer  

Sarah Brietzke  
Kurt  

Wesemann  

A ugust  23  
Mary Beyerly  

Chris  & Brenda 

Reed  

Ruth 

Hammil ler  

Kurt  

Wesemann  

A ugust  30  

 

Christ ine & 

Brooklyn 

McKinney  

Larry  & Mary 

Narkis  
Heidi  Siefkes  Bob Buel l  

The Food Pantry items 
needed: 
Canned Chili 

White Rice 

Raisin Bran 

Chili Beans 

Applesauce 

Beef Stew 

Summer Worship Hours 

Summer worship will be  

9 AM 
Return to 10 AM on Sept. 13th 

Join Pastor Sara for coffee Wednesday Mornings in 

August.  

(August 5, 12, 19) 

9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

Langhoff Coffee on Main St.  

This is a time to meet new people and get to know one another better. 

On Sunday August 30 we’ll welcome Rev. Peter Bredlau from our neighbor church, Trinity 

Lutheran ELCA. Pastor Sara will preach at Trinity on  Sunday morning worship service on 

that day. After worship, each Pastor will stay to share information about their congrega-

tion and explore ways that we could partner in ministry in Fort Atkinson and beyond. 

Please join us for worship on August 30 to welcome Pastor Bredlau. 

August 30th Pulpit Swap 
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Aug. 11—Fair Meadows Saunter  9-11 a.m. with Picnic to follow.  

Aug. 20—Pulpit Swap Rev. Peter Bredlau 

Sept 13—Save the Date: Gospellers Choir in worship 10 a.m. 

First Congregational Church  

United Church of Christ 

Coffee Fellowship Sign-Up 

A sign-up sheet to host Coffee Fellowship during August (following the 

9:00 summer worship service) is posted in the narthex.  Thank you to the 

dedicated volunteers who offer their time and talents to our church family 

in this fun ministry of fellowship! 

CALLING ALL PEANUTS WORKERS!!! 

 

The 2026 Peanut season will soon officially begin. We really need YOU to fill out our 

crew of dedicated peelers. The first session will be on Monday, August 24. Peeling red-

skins off our wonderful Super Extra Large peanuts begins around 8:00am and finishes 

usually around 11:00am. Our rule is: “Come when you can, leave when you must.” We 

need everyone to help make our peanuts season successful. All profits 

support our Church and its Ministries. 

 

OUR 2026 SEASON AT A GLANCE: 

POUNDS OF PEANUTS ORDERED: (26 forty-five pound bags) 1,170 

EXPECTED NUMBER OF 11oz BAGS PRODUCED 1,530 

FIRST PEANUT PROCESSING SESSION August 24 th 

LAST PEANUT PROCESSING SESSION November 30 th 

NUMBER OF SESSIONS TO WINTER MARKET 13 

TARGET AVERAGE WEEKLY PRODUCTION 118 bags 

(AVERAGE WEEKLY PRODUCTION IN 2025) 128 bags 


