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A Grassroots Effort:

Rising Ak
Pandemic

The Dream It Forward Foundation, a
grassroots organization born out of a
passion for community service, has
emerged as a beacon of hope
during one of the most challenging
periods in recent history: the
COVID-19 pandemic.

As the world grappled with the
unprecedented challenges posed
by the pandemic, our small but
dedicated team of volunteers and
supporters came together with a
shared vision: to provide essential
resources and support to families in
need. From the comfort of their
homes, our founders, a family driven
by compassion and a desire to make
a difference, mobilized their
community to address the growing
crisis.

In the face of uncertainty and
isolation, the Dream It Forward
Foundation stepped up to meet the
urgent needs of our community. We
launched virtual tutoring programs
to ensure that children could
continue their education, even when
schools were closed.

Above the

We established a food distribution
network to provide meals to families
struggling to put food on the table.
And we organized a holiday gift-
giving initiative to bring joy and hope
to children during a time of hardship.

Our impact was profound. We
provided a lifeline to families facing
financial hardship, ensuring that
children had access to nutritious
food, educational support, and
holiday cheer. We empowered
young people to overcome
challenges and reach their full
potential. And we fostered a sense
of community and solidarity in a time
of isolation.

The Dream It Forward Foundation is
a testament to the power of
grassroots initiatives and the
resilience of the human spirit. Our
story is a reminder that even in the
darkest of times, individuals can
come together to make a positive
difference in the lives of others. As
we look to the future, we are
committed to continuing our work to
build a stronger, more equitable
community for all.



OUR PURPOSE

OUR MISSION

Our approach is rooted in holistic

At Dream It Forward, our support, encompassing mentoring,
mission is to empower youth educational reinforcement, and

ages 25 and younger to thrive personal and professional

by fostering holistic growth in development. We believe in providing
knowledge, skills, and cultural comprehensive wraparound services
awareness, cultivating a tailored to the diverse needs of youth
community of resilient leaders ages 25 and younger. This includes
and well-rounded individuals for essential programs such as feeding

a brighter future. initiatives, gifting programs, and
thorough needs assessments.

The Dream It Forward Foundation is
proud to present our impact report for
the years 2021-2023. Over this period,
we have been steadfast in our mission

to provide essential resources and
support to youth and families in our
community.




The Dream It Forward 1
Foundation provided vital

financial relief to families during

the COVID-19 pandemic and Food Insecurity
beyond. By offering meal
services, holiday gifts, and
educational support, we helped
alleviate the financial burden on
families and ensure that
children had access to essential

Our meal service programs
provided a vital lifeline to
families during the COVID-19
pandemic and beyond. Over
108,915 meals were served,
ensuring that children had
access to nutritious food when
schools were closed.

resources.
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Holiday Cheer Educational Support

The gift-giving initiative brought By providing tutoring and

Joy and relief to families during mentoring services, we helped
the holiday season, helping alleviate the financial burden
parents stretch their budgets. associated with supplemental
Over 3,000 toys were education. This allowed parents
distributed, ensuring that every to keep more money in their
child had a present to open. households.




Through our mentoring, 1

tutoring, and community

initiatives, the Dream It Forward

Foundation fostered community Youth Empowerment
development and empowered
youth. Our programs helped
improve academic
performance, mental health,
and overall well-being, while
also creating a more equitable
and inclusive community.

Our mentoring and tutoring
programs have had a profound
impact on the lives of young people.
300 youth received mentorship,
while 100 were provided with
tutoring support. These programs
have helped to improve students'
academic performance, mental
health, and overall well-being.
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Innovative Initiatives DEI Leadership

e have developed a
comprehensive Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion (DEI) plan that can
serve as a valuable resource for
other nonprofits and
government agencies. This plan
is a testament to our
commitment to creating a more
Just and equitable community.

In response to the challenges
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic,
we launched virtual tutoring and
drop-off food service programs.
These initiatives demonstrated our
commitment to adapting to
changing needs and providing
essential services to our
community.




3,000

Toys Gifted

300

Youth Mentored

Impact Stories:
e Single Mother of Two: "Thanks to Dream It Forward, | was able to
provide my children with nutritious meals and holiday gifts without
going into more debit. It's a huge weight off my shoulders.”

o Student Struggling with Math: "My tutor has really helped me
understand math. I'm feeling more confident in school and I'm starting
to enjoy learning.”



$550,181
Grassroot funds raised



The Dream It Forward Foundation would like to
express our sincere gratitude to the countless
individuals who have made our work possible.
We are especially grateful to:

e Yaminah Childress, J.D.: As Founder and
Executive Director, Yaminah's unwavering
commitment and leadership have been
instrumental in the success of our
organization.

e Shania Childress: As Program Manager,
Shania's dedication and hard work have
been invaluable in ensuring the smooth
operation of our programs.

e Samia Childress and All Temporary Site
Supervisors: Their tireless efforts in
managing our on-site programs have been
essential to our success.

e Volunteer Tutors and Mentors: Your time,
expertise, and compassion have made a
profound impact on the lives of our youth.

e Local Partner Organizations: We extend our
thanks to the USDA, the Department of Early = :
Care & Learning, No Child Hungry, United "*%t
Way, and Toys for Tots for their generous ‘
support and collaboration.

Without the contributions of these individuals

and organizations, we would not be able to

achieve our mission of providing essential

resources and support to families in need. Thank _ ;

you all for your dedication and commitment. , i

We thank you for your Dream It Forward Foundation

continued support in our www.dreamitforward.org
hello@dreamitforward.org

programs. Make a
donation today to help us
increase our impact!




