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French	tip	guides	diy

Easy	way	to	do	french	tip	at	home.		How	to	do	a	french	tip	easy.		How	to	get	the	perfect	french	tip	at	home.		Diy	french	tip	nail	guides.		Diy	french	manicure	tip	guides.		

One	little	mani-secret	is	that	gently	buffed	nails	help	polish	to	stay	better.	Sritapan	suggests	that	the	key	to	proper	buffing	is	to	use	a	high	grit	buffer,	such	as	OPI	Edge	White	240	Grit	File	($2)	with	a	light	touch,	and	focus	around	the	cuticle	area.	"There	is	a	misconception	that	buffing	is	bad	because	it	removes	layers	of	the	nails	but	that’s	only	if	it’s
done	incorrectly	(low	grit)	and	excessively	(over	buffing),"	she	explains.	Make	sure	to	soak	your	cuticles	in	oil	before	pushing	them	back.	Then,	exfoliate	your	hands	with	a	body	scrub	and	apply	hand	cream.	

"Before	getting	ready	for	the	base	coat,	dehydrate	the	nail	plate	with	alcohol	or	nail	polish	remover	to	remove	any	hand	cream	from	the	nails,"	says	Bychkova.	Prepare	your	nails	by	cleaning	and	trimming	them,	then	shaping	them	with	a	file.	Push	back	your	cuticles	and	buff	your	nails	for	extra	shine!	Start	the	manicure	with	a	base	coat,	then	paint	on
your	French	tips.	Follow	up	with	a	sheer	pink	coat,	and	finish	it	off	with	a	top	coat.	Use	French	tip	guides	if	freehanding	the	tips	is	difficult.	You	can	also	try	manicure	pens,	a	nail	art	striper,	or	clean	up	lines	with	nail	polish	remover.	
1	Wash	your	hands	with	soap	and	remove	the	old	polish	from	your	nails.	
Dip	a	cotton	swab	into	some	nail	polish	remover	and	scrub	away	all	of	the	old	nail	polish,	even	if	it's	clear.	Clean	the	polish	around	the	edges	of	your	nails,	too,	since	you'll	be	able	to	see	other	colors	through	the	pale	French	manicure	polish.[1]	If	you’re	having	trouble	reaching	polish	stuck	around	the	edges	of	your	nails,	dip	an	orange	wood	stick	with
the	end	covered	in	cotton	into	your	polish	remover	and	use	it	to	remove	the	stuck	polish.	Acetone	in	nail	polish	remover	can	dry	and	damage	your	nails,	so	consider	choosing	a	non-acetone	nail	polish	remover	that	doesn't	contain	any.	2	Trim	your	nails	to	an	even	length	and	shape	them	with	a	nail	file.	
Avoid	trimming	them	all	the	way	down	to	your	fingertips;	keep	your	nails	a	little	long,	cutting	them	just	enough	to	get	a	uniform	length.	Then,	grab	a	nail	file	and	smooth	them	down,	so	they	have	a	smooth,	crescent-shaped	edge.	File	your	nails	into	a	square	or	rounded	shape,	depending	on	your	preference.[2]	Gently	drag	the	nail	file	across	your	nails
without	pushing	them	down—that	can	damage	them.	If	you	have	shorter	nails,	you	can	still	do	a	French	manicure!	Instead	of	wide	tips,	simply	draw	a	thinner	white	line	along	the	free	edge	of	your	nail	when	it’s	time	to	paint	on	French	tips.	Advertisement	3	Push	back	your	cuticles	to	make	your	nails	look	longer.	Soak	your	hands	in	a	warm	bowl	of
water	mixed	with	cuticle	oil	(or	olive	oil)	for	5	to	10	minutes;	it’ll	soften	your	cuticles	and	makes	them	easier	to	push	back.	Dry	your	hands	and	use	a	cuticle	pusher	to	push	your	cuticles	back,	then	finish	by	massaging	some	cuticle	oil	into	your	nails.[3]	Hydrate	your	hands	at	the	same	time!	Apply	some	hand	cream	after	you’re	done	pushing	back	your
cuticles.	

Don't	trim	your	cuticles;	this	leaves	your	nail	matrix	(the	area	your	nails	grow	from)	open	to	infection	and	can	cause	deformities	on	your	nails,	like	ridges	or	discoloration.	4	Buff	your	nails	to	prepare	them	for	polish.	Use	a	high-grit	nail	buffer	to	gently	buff	the	surface	of	your	nails.	Maintain	a	light	touch	throughout	the	process	and	focus	on	the	cuticle
area	of	each	nail.	

Gently	buffed	nails	help	polish	stay	on	for	longer![4]	Don’t	use	a	low-grit	buffer	or	put	a	lot	of	pressure	on	your	nails	as	you	buff.	
Either	can	actually	strip	away	layers	of	your	nails	and	damage	them.	Advertisement	1	Put	a	clear	base	coat	on	your	fingernails.	Paint	your	nails	from	the	cuticles	to	the	tips.	
Angle	the	polish	brush	forward	as	you	work	and	fill	in	each	fingernail	using	smooth,	even	strokes.	The	base	coat	is	an	important	part	of	any	manicure,	as	it	preserves	the	rest	of	the	nail	polish	longer.	Wait	for	1	to	2	minutes	for	the	polish	to	dry	completely	before	moving	to	the	next	step![5]	You	can	buy	a	French	manicure	kit	that	comes	with	a	classic
base	coat	color,	a	tip	color,	and	other	equipment	designed	to	help	you	create	a	perfect	manicure.	2	Paint	French	tips	with	bright	white	nail	polish.	Rest	your	hand	on	a	flat	surface	to	keep	it	steady,	and	paint	a	white	strip	across	the	tips	of	your	nails.	Start	from	one	side	of	each	nail	and	slowly	turn	your	finger	as	you	paint,	letting	the	curve	with	your
natural	nail	and	creating	a	crescent-shaped	line	from	one	side	of	the	nail	to	the	other.	Then,	wait	another	2	minutes	for	the	white	polish	to	dry.[6]	Turning	your	finger	to	create	white	tips	is	a	lot	easier	than	moving	the	brush,	especially	when	you’re	holding	the	brush	in	your	non-dominant	hand.	Try	balancing	your	pinky	under	the	finger	you’re	painting
to	keep	your	hand	from	getting	shaky,	too!	You	can	also	use	a	striper	brush	to	paint	the	tips	onto	your	nails.	3	Add	a	layer	of	sheer	pink	polish	over	the	base	coat.	Apply	the	sheer	pink	nail	polish	evenly	across	the	surface	of	your	nails	to	give	them	a	soft	pink	shade	that	makes	the	French	mani	look	natural	and	hide	any	discoloration	on	your	nails.	Most
French	manicures	are	done	with	a	soft,	pastel	pink	color—although	you	could	also	use	a	sheer	cream-colored	polish	for	this	coat	if	you	prefer.	Let	this	coat	dry	for	2	minutes	before	moving	on.[7]	If	you	want	to	stray	from	the	classic	French	mani,	choose	a	color	that	isn't	pink	or	cream.	You	could	go	with	red,	purple,	blue,	green,	or	any	other	color	you
like,	and	use	white	nail	polish	or	another	contrasting	color	for	the	tips.	4	Seal	and	set	the	manicure	with	a	top	coat.	Paint	a	thin	layer	of	top	coat	polish	over	your	beautified	nails,	covering	them	from	root	to	tip.	A	good	top	coat	protects	the	look	of	your	freshly	painted	nails	and	helps	the	manicure	last	longer,	too.	Once	the	top	coat	is	finished,	just	wait



for	your	nails	to	dry	and	your	manicure	is	finished![8]	With	several	layers	of	nail	polish	including	top	and	base	coats,	it	can	take	a	couple	of	hours	for	the	manicure	to	fully	dry.	Alternatively,	use	a	UV	nail	lamp	to	dry	your	nails	in	just	a	few	minutes.	Before	applying	the	topcoat,	clean	up	stray	polish	on	the	sides	of	your	nails	with	a	Q-tip	soaked	in	nail
polish	remover.	It’s	harder	to	remove	if	you	wait	until	after	you’re	done	with	the	manicure!	Advertisement	1	Use	French	tip	guides	to	get	smooth,	even	tip	edges.	French	tip	guides	are	small	sticker	strips	designed	to	fit	the	curve	of	your	fingernail	and	act	as	a	stencil	for	painting	tips.	Lay	a	French	tip	guide	right	below	the	line	where	the	white	of	your
natural	nail	meets	the	pink.	Apply	white	polish	to	the	tip	of	your	nail	and	over	the	sticker,	then	peel	off	the	sticker	before	the	polish	dries.[9]	When	the	sticker	peels	away,	you’ll	have	flawlessly	straight	French	tips!	After	they	dry,	proceed	with	the	sheer	coat	and	top	coat	of	nail	polish	as	usual.	2	Use	scotch	tape	or	painter’s	tape	if	you’d	rather	not	buy
tip	guides.	
Sometimes	it’s	easier	to	use	something	you	already	have	lying	around	the	house!	Wait	for	the	base	coat	on	your	nails	to	dry	completely,	then	place	a	small	piece	of	scotch	tape	or	painter’s	tape	over	the	nail	like	a	stencil,	with	the	edge	of	the	tape	lining	up	with	the	space	where	the	white	of	your	nail	meets	the	pink.	After	that,	paint	your	white	tips	just
like	you	would	using	French	tip	guides.	Peel	off	the	tape	when	you’re	done,	let	the	polish	dry,	then	continue	with	the	rest	of	the	manicure.	3	Apply	tips	with	a	white	nail	art	striper	for	precision	detailing.	A	white	nail	art	striper	is	essentially	a	fine,	thin	brush	designed	to	create	precise	lines	and	more	complex	nail	art.	Do	this	just	like	you	would	with	a
standard	nail	polish	brush:	start	at	one	side	of	your	nail	and	rotate	your	finger,	painting	a	line	across	the	nail	with	the	movement.	Then,	color	in	the	rest	of	the	nail	tip.[10]	Similarly,	consider	using	a	nail	art	stamper	to	apply	white	tips.	A	French	tip	nail	stamper	is	a	simple	device;	just	gently	press	the	tips	of	your	nails	into	it	to	get	a	perfectly	even
manicure.	4	Draw	on	your	tips	with	a	French	manicure	pen.	Do	things	slightly	out	of	order	by	painting	the	sheer	pink	(or	beige)	coat	after	your	base	coat	dries,	then	adding	white	tips	with	the	manicure	pen.	Use	the	French	manicure	pen	to	draw	a	line	along	the	border	between	the	white	and	pink	of	each	nail,	then	color	in	the	remaining	tip.	The
manicure	pen	works	well	because	it’s	a	little	easier	to	control	than	a	standard	brush.[11]	Choose	this	method	if	you	want	the	white	of	your	nail	tips	to	be	a	little	softer	and	more	natural-looking.	Manicure	pens	aren’t	as	bright	and	stark-white	as	regular	nail	polish.	5	Paint	your	tips	freehand	and	use	nail	polish	remover	to	even	them	out.	If	you’d	rather
not	buy	any	extra	supplies,	cleaning	up	the	tips	afterward	works	too!	Skip	the	base	coat	and	start	right	with	adding	white	tips	to	your	nails.	Paint	on	the	tips,	then	grab	a	small	detail	paintbrush	and	dip	it	in	nail	polish	remover.	Gently	scrub	away	extra	white	polish	to	create	the	smooth	tip	lines	you’re	looking	for![12]	Be	sure	to	lightly	wipe	the	brush
on	the	side	of	the	nail	polish	remover	bottle	before	using	it,	since	you	don’t	want	polish	dripping	all	over	your	nails.	After	the	tips	are	painted	and	dried,	add	your	sheer	pink	or	beige	layer	and	the	top	coat.	Once	they’re	dry,	voilà!	You’re	all	done.	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	Can	you	still	do	a	French	manicure	if	you	have	short	nails?
Yes,	you	can.	Doing	it	might	be	a	little	more	difficult	as	there	is	less	nail	to	paint,	but	once	it's	done	it	will	still	look	fabulous.	Question	Does	the	polish	need	to	be	perfectly	clear,	or	can	it	be	a	clear	cream	or	clear	pink	color?	

It	can	be	whatever	color	you	want	it	to	be.	Some	nail	designs	even	have	neon	colors	with	French	tips;	the	tips	themselves	are	often	a	different	color	too.	
For	a	classic	French	tip,	you	typically	would	use	a	light	color,	such	as	cream,	pink,	or	even	clear.	Question	What	do	I	do	if	I'm	really	bad	at	doing	my	right	hand?	Put	a	little	piece	of	tape	on	your	nail	that	covers	what	you	don't	want	white	on.	Then,	paint	the	tip	and	peel	back	the	tape	while	the	paint	is	still	wet.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question
Advertisement	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Marta	Nagorska	and	by	wikiHow	staff	writer,	Glenn	Carreau.	Marta	Nagorska	is	a	Nail	Technician	and	Nail	Art	Blogger	based	in	London,	UK.	She	runs	the	blog,	Furious	Filer,	where	she	gives	tutorials	on	nail	care	and	advanced	nail	art.	She	has	been	practicing	nail	art	for	over	5	years	and	graduated	from
Northampton	College	with	distinction	with	a	Nail	Technician	and	Manicurist	degree	in	2017.	She	has	been	awarded	the	top	spot	in	the	OPI	Nail	Art	Competition.	This	article	has	been	viewed	1,345,093	times.	Co-authors:	78	Updated:	October	25,	2022	Views:	1,345,093	Categories:	Featured	Articles	|	Manicure	Article	SummaryXTo	give	yourself	a
French	manicure,	first	remove	any	old	polish	on	your	nails	using	nail	polish	remover.	Then,	trim	and	file	your	nails	so	they’re	all	the	same	length.	Keep	in	mind	that	a	French	manicure	looks	best	on	longer	nails	that	are	rounded,	not	square.	Soak	your	nails	in	warm	water	for	a	few	minutes	to	soften	the	cuticles,	then	push	back	the	cuticles	with	an
orange	stick	or	cuticle	pusher.	Now,	apply	a	pale	pink,	cream,	or	clear	base	coat	to	your	nails.	Let	it	dry	completely,	then	apply	a	second	coat.	Once	that	dries,	it’s	time	to	apply	the	white	tips.	Carefully	paint	white	polish	over	the	whites	of	your	nails	in	a	crescent	shape.	Let	the	white	tips	dry	completely.	Finally,	apply	a	clear	top	coat	over	your	nails	to
protect	your	French	manicure.	If	you’re	having	trouble	painting	the	white	tips,	try	placing	a	piece	of	tape	across	your	nail,	leaving	the	white	of	your	nail	exposed.	Then,	paint	the	exposed	part	of	your	nail	with	white	polish,	and	remove	the	piece	of	tape.	Repeat	for	each	of	your	nails.	For	more	advice,	including	using	scotch	tape	to	guide	your	tips,	keep
reading!	Print	Send	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	1,345,093	times.	"I'm	13	and	really	wanted	to	paint	my	nails	for	Halloween.	This	article	was	so	helpful	and	I	loved	all	the	pictures	and	hacks.	I	haven't	painted	my	nails	yet	but	I	already	know	how	much	of	a	life	saver	this	article	will	be.	Thank	you	so
much!"..."	more	Share	your	story	French	tips	or	the	French	manicure	is	inarguably	one	of	the	most	classic	nail	arts	of	all	time.	
It’s	characterised	by	having	clean	white	tips	on	pink	or	nude-looking	nails,	creating	a	your-nails-but-better	appearance.	It’s	chic,	simple,	yet	elegant	and	classy,	making	it	perfect	for	both	day-to-day	activities	and	formal	occasions.	French	tips	are	classy,	elegant,	and	ever-so-versatile.	

Where	did	the	French	manicure	originate?	
If	you	answered	France,	well,	that’s	not	exactly	the	case.	In	fact,	this	nail	art	actually	started	in	Hollywood	in	the	1970s	courtesy	of	ORLY’s	founder,	Jeff	Pink.	At	the	time,	Pink	was	working	as	a	beauty	supplier	in	the	Los	Angeles	neighbourhood.	
Directors	often	complained	about	the	constant	changes	needed	for	the	actresses’	nail	polish	to	match	the	costumes	per	scene	and	asked	Pink	to	come	up	with	a	solution.	From	there,	he	ended	up	creating	the	combination	now	known	as	the	French	tips.	The	directors	embraced	it	immediately	after	noticing	how	much	time	is	cut	down	from	costume
changes	without	worrying	about	changing	nail	colours.	However,	white	nail	polish	was	hard	to	come	by,	so	Pink	used	it	as	an	opportunity	to	do	business	with	filmmakers	which	earned	him	his	capital	in	creating	a	nail	kit.	He	took	this	nail	kit	and	used	it	on	models	in	Paris.	When	he	came	back	to	America,	that’s	when	the	name	‘French	manicure’	was
said	to	be	officially	born.	When	Cher	and	Barbara	Streisand	started	sporting	the	nail	art,	that’s	when	it	skyrocketed	in	popularity,	with	Pink’s	nail	kit	“selling	like	pancakes”.	Fast	forward	to	today,	French	tips	are	still	as	popular	and	well-loved	among	nail	artists	and	clients	alike.	Still,	despite	its	simplicity,	getting	the	French	manicure	nowadays	can
get	pretty	pricey	when	you	get	it	done	at	a	nail	salon.	Curious	if	you	can	DIY	instead?	Scroll	down	for	our	detailed	guide	on	how	to	do	French	tips	at	home.	How	to	do	French	tips	at	home1.	Clean	your	nails	The	basic	principle	behind	the	French	manicure	is	clean-looking	nails.	And	just	because	you’ll	‘stage’	the	clean	look	using	the	polish,	doesn’t	mean
you	have	to	skip	out	on	basic	nail	grooming.	Wash	your	hands	and	remove	old	nail	polish	residue,	if	any.	2.	Shape	your	nails	accordingly	and	give	them	a	nice	buff	French	tips	work	on	any	nail	shape,	but	if	you’re	a	beginner,	square	nails	or	rounded	square	(squoval)	nails	are	the	easiest	to	work	with.	Both	provide	an	easy	straight	line	to	follow	for	your
white	tips.	Once	you	get	your	desired	shape,	buff	the	surface	of	your	nails	gently	using	a	high-grit	buffer.	This	evens	out	the	nail’s	surface	and	helps	the	polish	cling	onto	the	nail	better.	3.	Do	the	‘hydrate	and	dehydrate’	method	Apply	hand	cream	or	cuticle	oil	on	your	nails	to	smoothen	out	the	surface	you	just	buffed.	After	letting	it	soak	for	at	least
three	to	five	minutes,	use	a	cotton	pad	with	a	small	amount	of	alcohol	and	wipe	it	over	each	nail.	This	will	dehydrate	the	nail	plate,	prepping	your	nails	for	the	polish,	and	remove	any	slick	residue	from	the	hand	cream/cuticle	oil.	4.	Apply	your	base	coat	and	your	pink/nude	polish	One	secret	to	making	your	polish	stay	longer	and	avoiding	staining	on
your	nails	is	to	use	a	base	coat.	People	often	use	transparent	nail	polish	or	a	top	coat	to	also	act	as	a	base	coat,	but	there	are	actually	dedicated	base	coats	on	the	market	that	are	specially	formulated	to	act	as	the	foundation	of	your	mani.	Once	your	base	coat	is	set,	that’s	when	you	can	apply	the	actual	base	colour	you’d	like	to	use	for	your	nails.	You
can	have	all	sorts	of	colour	combinations	for	the	French	mani,	but	we’re	keeping	this	one	classic.	Paint	your	nails	like	you	usually	do	with	a	pink	or	nude	polish	that’s	close	to	your	actual	nail	plate	colour.	Using	a	transparent	polish	on	top	of	your	base	coat	also	works,	but	a	coloured	polish	is	advised	to	get	a	nice	even	coat.The	secret	to	a	pretty	French
mani?	It	all	starts	with	your	choice	of	pink	or	nude	base	colour.5.	Add	your	‘French	tips’	There	are	multiple	ways	to	achieve	the	French	tip.	The	first	one	is	to	freehand	the	line	using	a	fine	brush.	The	technique	is	to	follow	the	actual	line	of	your	own	nail’s	tip	to	create	the	most	natural	finish.	However,	this	method	requires	a	steady	hand	and	a	keen
sense	of	precision.	If	you’re	not	confident	with	your	freehand	skills,	use	nail	strips.	Nail	strips	are	used	in	nail	art	all	the	time	and	are	trusty	tools	when	creating	a	French	tip.	Simply	use	the	nail	strip	as	a	guide	to	keeping	the	base	of	your	tip	straight.	Once	you’re	done	painting	the	tip,	remove	the	nail	strip	while	the	polish	is	still	wet.	This	is	important
so	that	the	polish	won’t	peel	off	once	you	remove	the	strip.	Do	this	step	for	all	your	fingers.	P.S.	Thinking	of	using	scotch	tape	because	you	don’t	have	a	nail	strip?	You	might	want	to	use	a	not-so-sticky	masking	tape	instead.	This	is	because	scotch	tape’s	tackiness	can	peel	off	your	polish	and	the	glossy	surface	of	the	tape	will	also	cause	the	excess
polish	you	painted	on	to	slip	off.	6.	Top	your	mani	with	a	top	coat	Similar	to	the	base	coat,	the	top	coat	is	an	important	part	to	seal	your	manicured	nails	and	make	the	polish	last	longer.	This	will	also	keep	your	mani	glossy	and	help	blend	the	base	coat	and	the	white	tip	evenly.	Looking	for	an	easier	way	to	have	a	great	mani	minus	the	effort?	Try	press-
on	nails.


