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Oct. 2-29
CLC Robert T. Wright Gallery, “Recent 

Works” Exhibition (page 5)

Mon., Oct. 19
In Person Member Meeting

At State Bank of the Lakes, Grayslake

Maureen Holcomb, watercolor demo

(see page 2)

Membership Dues Overdue!
(see page 3)

Nov. 3 to Dec. 2
Fall Membership Show/Critique

(see page 4)
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Jody Bennett
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Sketches Upcoming Events

LCAL Member Meeting; In-Person; Oct. 19, 7 pm 
Maureen Holcomb, Featured Artist and Demonstration

Our next member meeting is Oct. 19, 7 pm, at State Bank of the 

Lakes, 50 Commerce Dr, Grayslake. 

Maureen Holcomb, our featured artist, will demonstrate how to 

paint grapes and how to mix various green colors.

Maureen is a native of Illinois. She studied regularly for more than 20 years under several Master 

Watercolor Artists and continues to hone her skills attending workshops and weekly classes. Her 

exceptional attention to detail and vibrant use of color make her watercolor paintings truly 

captivating. Her artwork has been acquired and recognized nationally as well as throughout the 

greater Chicago, IL area.

Maureen’s art is inspired by the vibrant colors and delicate beauty of flowers, serene landscapes, as 

well as peaceful qualities of seascapes. She believes that art should evoke emotion and bring joy to 

those who view it, and that is what she strives to do with each piece.

Refreshments

• If you have signed up for refreshments, please be at the meeting 15 minutes early for set up. 

• If you want to bring refreshments and/or snacks, please let Fran Isaac, our Hospitality Director, 

know at fmisaac@aol.com. 

REMINDER!! Membership dues were due in Sept.! You can pay them and submit the Membership 

Renewal Form at the Oct. LCAL member meeting. See next page for other ways to pay. 

mailto:fmisaac@aol.com
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Sketches

LCAL Membership Renewal and Dues are Overdue!
If you haven’t renewed your LCAL membership yet for the year starting Sept. 2026, please complete 

a membership form and pay your yearly dues.

1. Membership Form Options 

• Complete the online form at the LCAL website.

• Print out a pdf form from the website and mail the completed form to the address in #2. below, or 

bring it to the Oct. meeting. 

• If you are printing the form and paying by check or money order, you may bring them both to the 

Sep. meeting, or mail them together (see #2 below). 

2. Payment Options (cash is not accepted)

• Mail a check or money order to Lake County Art League; PO Box #5; Gurnee, IL 60031.  

If you are completing a hard-copy of the membership form, include the completed form with your 

check or money order. (This payment option may take several weeks to process.)

• Pay by Zelle. You will need a Zelle account at your bank. In the payee title in Zelle, enter 

“LCALfinance1@gmail.com” to complete the transaction. 

Questions or Concerns? Contact one of the following members:

Re. Forms and information: Julie Nykiel, Membership Director; julieannenykiel@gmail.com 

Re. Zelle and payment: Mary Neely, Treasurer; mmbn@yahoo.com 

Upcoming Events, cont.

Need Volunteers!  Refreshments for Upcoming LCAL Member Meetings

Many thanks to all who brought treats to our Sept. meeting. We had many volunteers (Ali Albakri, 
Lois Guthridge, Sandy Saxton, Deb Edmunds, Mary Neely, and Aruna Sarode) and even more brought 
something to share. 

Oct. Meeting: Louise Villegas, Randy Sweitzer, and Diane Philyaw have signed up for our Oct. 
meeting. I still need one more person; please email me if you can contribute. 
Also, I will not be at the Oct. meeting and need someone to arrive early to start the hot water, set 
up, and supervise the cleanup.

Questions? Want to volunteer? 
Email me at fmisaac@aol.com, 
or call me at 847-309-9752

Meeting People Needed Signed Up

December 5 Tom Asma

March 4 Diane Philyaw

April 5 Marshall Philyaw

May 3 Diane Philyaw

June 3 Judy Williams

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSevg7u0UMX4J5uOqXLlNz6x5M7O1yacZPwgc-w7NL_Ivs1jPQ/viewform
https://lcal.org/
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/7e2a4500-4477-4382-bda3-841a1f312c5d/downloads/a6ab86a8-a260-4e33-8620-c6bc9a2251d1/LAKE%20COUNTY%20ART%20LEAGUE%20MEMBERSHIP%20FORM%202026-20.pdf?ver=1787604767370
mailto:LCALfinance1@gmail.com
mailto:julieannenykiel@gmail.com
mailto:mmbn@yahoo.com
mailto:fmisaac@aol.com


Sk
et

ch
es

 |
O

ct
o

b
er

 2
0

2
6

4

Sketches

PLACES, PORTRAITS AND THE UNKNOWN

The theme for our Fall Membership Show 2026 will include places that you love, portraits of people 

and anything abstract.

Location: Jack Benny Center Waukegan, 39 Jack Benny Dr., Waukegan, IL

Show Dates: Tues., Nov. 3 to Wed. Dec. 2, 2026

Art Drop Off: Only on Mon., Nov. 2,  3 pm-7:30 pm. Volunteers will be there to accept and hang 

your art. If you cannot make this drop off date, please contact Deb Edmunds to arrange another 

method (edmundsdl@gmail.com). 

Entry Deadline: Oct. 28. Fill out and submit the entry form. 

Critique: Wed., Dec. 2,  6-8 pm; doors open at 5:30 pm; critique artist is Susan Schneider

Art Pick up: At the critique (arrange for pickup if you cannot make the critique. No art can be 

removed before the critique)

Art Requirements

• All art must have a wire hanger, NO sawtooth allowed.

• Art must have been created in the last 3 years and must not have been in any previous LCAL 

spring or fall shows.

• Record your name, phone and/or email on the back of your art for identification.

• Members' dues must be in good standing.  If you haven't paid your dues, please do so before the 

start of the show.  We will accept checks and money orders the day of the drop off.  Also bring a 

completed membership form with you.

Volunteers Needed!

We need volunteers to help with:

• Drop off/hanging on Mon., Nov. 2 from 3-7:30 pm

• Set-up and clean-up at the critique on Dec. 2 from 5:30-8:30 pm 

• Contact Sandra Saxon at saxton.songbirdstudio@gmail.com.   

We also need refreshment donations for the critique on Dec. 2. Contact Fran Isaac, 

fmisaac@aol.com. 

Upcoming Events, cont.
LCAL Fall Membership Show

mailto:edmundsdl@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/MRipZ2aJdppJQJLJ8
mailto:saxton.songbirdstudio@gmail.com
mailto:fmisaac@aol.com
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Sketches

Lure of the Local 5: Love Letters 
Beginning Oct. 16, the Mundelein Arts Commission (MAC) will present its 5th annual “𝑳𝒖𝒓𝒆 𝒐𝒇 

𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝑳𝒐𝒄𝒂𝒍” art exhibition!

This curated exhibition highlights the creative practices of artists who live and work among us, 

including teachers, neighbors, and friends. 

This year’s theme, Love Letters, invites artists to explore what love means through their own 

creative lenses, celebrating what we love and the many ways we choose to honor it.

Free Opening Reception: Fri., Oct. 16, 6 to 9 pm. Live music. Food and beverages from local 

businesses, raffles, and more!

Location: 175 N. Archer Ave., Mundelein, 

near the Metra station and Tighthead Brewing Co.

Exhibition: Starts Oct. 17, every Sat. and Sun., 

11 am to 5 pm. Includes free pop-up events such as 

live music, art classes, workshops, children’s activities, 

and more. 

Background: Established in 2022, this annual 

exhibit takes its name from Lucy Lippard’s, 

“The Lure of the Local,” which explores the 

profound ways in which people construct meaning 

through place, memory and identity. 

Lake County Happenings

CLC Robert T. Wright Gallery, “Recent Works” Exhibition, Oct. 2-29

The College of Lake County’s (CLC)  Robert T. Wright Gallery will have an exhibit of “Recent 

Works.” 

This 46th annual juried competition includes all fine art media, work created in the last two years, 

and is again open to artists who live or work in Lake County, McHenry County and Cook County, IL. 

Location: Robert T Wright Community Gallery, 19351 West Washington St., Grayslake, IL

Dates: Oct. 2-29

Application Deadline: Sun., Sep. 13, at midnight. 

Opening Reception:  Fri., Oct. 2, 5-7:30 pm. 

Call for Entry Form: Details available on the entry form, accessible at this link and on the CLC 

website. 

https://www.mundelein.org/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/244
https://www.mundelein.org/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/244
https://www.mundelein.org/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/244
https://www.mundelein.org/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/244
https://www.mundelein.org/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/244
https://www.mundelein.org/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/244
https://www.mundelein.org/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/244
https://www.mundelein.org/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/244
https://www.mundelein.org/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/244
https://www.mundelein.org/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/244
https://www.mundelein.org/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/244
https://www.mundelein.org/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/244
https://www.mundelein.org/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/244
https://www.mundelein.org/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/244
https://www.clcillinois.edu/community/gallery
https://dept.clcillinois.edu/web/WrightGallery/RecentWorksCall2026.pdf
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Sketches

Friends of Volo Bog Present: “Equinox Expressions Art Show” 

Join this celebration of the beauty of autumn through artwork!  

All art is autumn-themed or features spooky elements of the 

natural world.

When: The show is open for viewing through Oct. 31. 

Silent Auction: Bid on the artwork until Oct. 31, 3 pm. 

25% of sale proceeds go to Friends of Volo Bog to fund their programs. 

Closing Reception:  Meet the artists on Nov. 1, 1-3 pm. Refreshments 

will be served.

Location: Visitor’s Center, Volo Bog State Natural Area, 

28478 W. Brandenburg Rd., Ingleside, IL

Questions? Sent to friendsofvolobog@gmail.com 

Lake County Happenings, cont.

Workshops at Mainstreet Art Center 
Registration is open for the 2026 & 2027 workshops at Mainstreet Art Center.  See their website 
for descriptions of the workshops. 
Some of the workshop artists’ works are shown on this page. 

Location: 20 E. Main St., Lake Zurich, IL 60047

Questions? Email Frankie Johnson at frankie847@aol.com  or call Mainstreet Art Center at 847-

550-0016.

Tim Oliver / watercolor
Workshop: The Artistic 

& Creative Process

Liz Walker /acrylics
Workshop: Acrylics, 

Mixed Media

Dan Beck / oils
Workshop: Oil 

Impressions: Figure & 
Still Life

Howard Friedland / oils
Workshop: Tighten the 
Fundamentals, Loosen 

the Brushstrokes

https://www.friendsofvolobog.org/copy-of-birdseed-sale
mailto:friendsofvolobog@gmail.com
http://www.mainstreetartcenter.com/
mailto:frankie847@aol.com
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Sketches Lake County Happenings, cont.

Library Lobby Art Display Opportunities
The Lake Villa Library is seeking local artists to show their artwork in the Featured Artist 

Exhibit space. Exhibit your 2D works in the library lobby for 2-month time periods. 

Group shows or solo art exhibits are welcome. Interested?, contact us at 847-356-7711. 

We Are Looking for Places to Hang Our Art!
The art league is looking for other areas around Lake County where our members can display their art. If 

you know of a place that would allow our group to hang art, please email us at 

lakecoartleague@gmail.com.   

Creative Coffee: Sip, Swap or Shop
The Antioch Fine Arts League (AFAL) invites LCAL members to join their monthly Creative Coffee every 3rd 

Wed. of the month, 9:30-11:30 am. Bring what you are working on and wish to "show and tell“ (optional). 

Coffee and treats are provided by AFAL but donations are gratefully excepted.  Bring your unused art 

supplies that you'd like to get rid of; to be swapped or shopped ($10 or less). Mark your item. 

Location: Antioch Fine Arts Gallery, 896 Main Street, Antioch, IL.

Cassandra Anzelone

Emotional Wellness Through Creative Expression

Now to Nov 24

The Art Center Highland Park, 1957 Sheridan Rd, 

Highland Park, IL

Free sessions are also offered at Gorton Center in Lake Forest 

and at the LGBTQ+ Center in Grayslake. 

Questions? Contact Cassandra at 

cassandra@artimpactproject.org  

mailto:lakecoartleague@gmail.com
mailto:cassandra@artimpactproject.org
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Sketches Recap

Roger Shule Demonstration at LCAL Member Meeting Sept. 21

The art league started off their 2026/2027 season with a 

presentation by longtime member, artist Roger Shule. Roger 

presented a step-by-step process on how he creates his infamous, 

fun, interesting and well-executed  “matchbook art.” He started off 

explaining how he finds subjects and transfers the image to the 

wood boards he uses. Then the tedious task of assembling all the 

pieces that finally resembles an over sized matchbook. 

Excellence Award Winners

The members below were awarded the Excellence Award at the Sep. 21 membership meeting.

1st Place
Deb Edmunds

gouache

2nd Place
Randy Sweitzer

mixed media

3rd Place
Elvin Griffin

oil

https://antiochfinearts.org/roger-shule/
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Sketches LCAL Plein Air Group and S-SOS

Socializing! Sketching! Or just Sharing! (S-SOS) 

This plein air group meets at various indoor locations when the weather is not conducive for 

exterior plein air. Meetings are also open to artists outside of our LCAL membership. 

Each month, depending on availability, organizers and weather, we meet for coffee and participants 

can bring either something you’ve been working on to be critiqued, or sketching tools to capture 

the local scene. Or just bring yourself for fun discussions and socializing! Look for future 

announcements from LCAL in your email

What’s Happening With Plein Air? 

Fall is a great time to get out and plein air since the fall colors are so brilliant. 

We had beautiful weather on our last few plein air events. We were able to paint at a private 

beach in Ingleside. We were also invited to the Barrington Area Arts Association (BAAA) plein air 

event at a flower market in Barrington.  

Upcoming: A session is planned for Oct. 24, at the Adler in Libertyville. Information was emailed 

and over 20 artists are interested in attending.  A beautiful grove of trees behind the facility, and 

the building itself will make great scenes for painting. You may set up outside, anywhere on the 

property. If the weather doesn’t cooperate, we will paint inside and have the pleasure of 

painting the interior architecture.  

Join: If you are interested in joining our plein air group, watch your email for our 

announcements, or join our group on the LCAL Plein Air Facebook page.

Remember, events will only be posted several days in advance so we can monitor the weather.

If you aren't into painting outdoors, join our S-SOS group (see below) to socialize, share or 

sketch at a local restaurant or coffee shop. 

Questions about or suggestions for plein air or S-SOS? Contact Deb Edmunds, Plein Air Director, 
edmundsdl@gmail.com.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/429818059689859/
mailto:edmundsdl@gmail.com
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Sketches

I started my one-year term as president in July and I was 

thinking about what I could accomplish in my position as 

President. 

Our mission: The LCAL mission is to bring art to Lake County. 

One of the things I would like to do is to connect artists by

creating more events for socializing with other art groups.

This would give us more possibilities to exhibit our art in various 

locations. I am always open to suggestions from our members, 

with that goal in mind.

Plein air group: Our plein air group is growing and interest in participating has been increasing 

each year. For example, over 20 artists have asked to be included in the upcoming plein air event 

that we are partnering with at the Adler on Oct. 24th.  (see previous page for more details.)

S-SOS group: Our S-SOS (Socializing! Sketching! Or just Sharing!) group meets throughout the 

year, giving artists a chance to share ideas, socialize or sketch at a local coffee shop or restaurant. 

Members and non-members are welcome to bring something they are working on, or they may 

want suggestions to improve their work. (see previous page for more details.)

Community: I’d like to see more interactions with local schools. Our group has so many talented 

artists and it would be great if we could share those talents with area students. With the cost of 

art supplies and individual classes, artists could contribute a few hours of their knowledge and 

expertise to those who cannot afford to take art classes.

And lastly, I would like to see more promotion of our organization throughout Lake County by 

spreading the word through posters and our brochures.

I am always available for your questions and concerns, so feel free to contact 

me with ideas that will advance our mission of bringing art to Lake County 

(cell phone 1-630-209-3544; email Saxton.songbirdstudio@gmail.com).

Sandra Saxton, LCAL President

Connections From the Top:
Sandra Saxton, LCAL President

mailto:Saxton.songbirdstudio@gmail.com
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Sketches Member News

Oliver Steven Merriam

I will be submitting art to several upcoming shows. Some of the 

pieces that I will submit are shown on this page.

• Oct. 16: “Lure of the Locals” Exhibition. (see page 5)

o Art by local artists.

o Location: 175 N. Archer Ave., Mundelein. 

o Reception Oct. 16, 5 pm. 

• Oct. 2-29: “Recent Works” at College of Lake County (see page 5). 

Questions? Contact me at omerriam@yahoo.com 

Rainy Day Revelry

Mary Neely

You are invited to come and  see my art exhibit 
at this beautiful senior center!

When: Sep. 1 to Oct. 31, 9am to 3 pm

Location: Dickinson Hall Senior Center, 
100 E. Old Mill Road, Lake Forest, IL 60045

Questions? Contact me at mmbn@yahoo.com One of the exhibit areas with my art

Flowerpot & Gate

"Norway"

"House by French Canal"

Art Classes

Several of our LCAL members teach at the Antioch Fine Arts Foundation (AFAF) Gallery. 

Click on the AFAF link to view more information about these classes.

https://www.mundelein.org/592/Lure-of-the-Local
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1847594100055418&set=a.609586340522873
mailto:omerriam@yahoo.com
mailto:mmbn@yahoo.com
https://antiochfinearts.org/art-classes/?utm_source=Antioch+Fine+Arts+Foundation&utm_campaign=ed5efd4e45-Upcoming_Classes_Oct_Nov_Dec_2026&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_67da118d43-bba4f8b567-459915239&mc_cid=ed5efd4e45&mc_eid=8ab4f55cba
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Sketches Member News, cont.

Randy Sweitzer

Check out my art at the "Art Connection: Past Meets Present” 
Art Teacher and Alumni Exhibition” 

ArtConnectED understands the importance of building community 
and the role the arts play in bringing people together. 

“Art Connection: Past Meets Present” celebrates the enduring 
connections between art educators and their former students,
 honoring the shared creative journey that begins in the classroom 
and continues throughout a lifetime.

This exhibition showcases the impact of mentorship, inspiration, 
and the lasting influence that teachers and students have on one 
another. Through a variety of media and artistic voices, the show 
highlights how creative dialogue and exploration can span years, 
evolve, and continue to inspire new perspectives.

When: Now to Nov. 6. 

Location: Bridgeport Art Center, 3rd Floor Gallery , 
1200 W. 35th Street, Chicago, IL

Opening Reception: Sep. 18, 7-10 pm.

Questions? Contact me at sweitzer.randy@gmail.com 

"Course Correction" 
Mixed Media;  13x19

Marina Rawlings

My painting Lake Leopold will be on display as part of the 

Fall Recent Works show at the Robert T. Wright Gallery at CLC

When: Sep. 1 to Oct. 31, 9am to 3 pm

Reception: Oct. 2, 5 - 7:30 pm; Show runs Oct. 2-29

Location: 19351 W Washington St, Grayslake, IL.

Questions? Contact me at thorny.wallflower.art@gmail.com.

 “Lake Leopold”; oil on canvas, 15”x30”

https://www.bridgeportart.com/call-for-artists-art-connection-past-meets-present-art-educator-alumni-exhibition/
mailto:sweitzer.randy@gmail.com
mailto:thorny.wallflower.art@gmail.com
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Sketches Member News, cont.

Phil Schorn

Upcoming Shows:  Oct. 23 and  25, my home show in Grayslake

Classes

• Oct.:  Several events at Gorton Center, Lake Forest and at Adler in Libertyville

• I have several online classes as well.

Workshops: I have several scheduled in Oct. and Nov. 2026, and in Jan. and Mar. 2027.

See all class listings and my show schedule and art on my website.

Ernest Schweit

Accepted to Residency Program at Lure of the Local

I and my wife, Maureen Ivy Fisher (Rivkin), have been accepted as resident 

artists at the “Lure of the Local” exhibit at the 175 N. Archer Business Center, 

Mundelein, IL.

For 5 months, we will create our artwork and engage with the public 

alongside 15 other artists.

The residency coincides with the “Lure of the Local” exhibit, which opens in 

Oct. for a 1-month run in the same building.

Residency dates:  Sep. 7, 2026 to Feb. 1, 2027

Location: 175 N. Archer Ave. Business Center, Mundelein 

Questions? Contact me at ernestjschweit@sbcglobal.net 

Moving in to 
“Lure of the Locals”

Deb Edmunds

I am showing my art at the "Equinox Expressions” art show at the 

Volo Bog State Natural Area. See page 6 for details, including 

dates and location.

Questions? Contact me at artistdedmunds@gmail.com. 

“Blue Sky of Fall”
Oil; 8”x10”

https://gortoncenter.org/filtered_events/adults/arts-crafts/
https://adlercenter.org/art-classes/
http://www.pschornstudio.com/
mailto:ernestjschweit@sbcglobal.net
mailto:artistdedmunds@gmail.com
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Sketches

Erin Galbraith

I was recently selected to display my artwork, “Azul Key,” in 

two juried shows: 

• “Azul Key” at CLC's Wright Gallery "Recent Works“ 

o When: Oct. 2-31, 9 am to 3 pm

o Reception: Oct. 2, 5 - 7:30 pm; Show runs Oct. 2-29

o Location: 19351 W Washington St, Grayslake, IL.

• “Somewhere Between” at the Dole Mansion's 4th Fridays at The Dole 

September Show in Crystal Lake, IL.

o When: Sept. 25–Oct. 17. Next month’s event starts Oct. 23, 6-9 pm.

o This monthly juried show for photography and all-media art, 

features artists from all over the region. These events are parties 

with live music, a cash bar, roaming appetizers, awards, and prizes. 

People come from all over to see the artwork on display each 

month. There is a $10 cover at the door. 

I displayed two more works as follows:

• “Somewhere Between” at the juried show at 

ShadowBoxX Gallery in Waukegan, May 2026

• “Frances’ Garden” at A.I.R. Studio & Gallery’s 

2026 Member Exhibition in Glencoe. They held 

their annual member show May 16th to August 2nd. 

I had 4 of my pastel paintings on display. 

Questions? Contact me at galbraith@gmail.com 

Member News, cont.

“Azul Key”
 acrylic on wood

16”x20”

“Somewhere Between”
mixed media on 

wood panel; 24”x30”x2”

“Frances' Garden“
Pastel; 11”x14”

Jim Brooksher

Jim's Art On the Lawn

I exhibited my paintings and reproductions of landscapes 

at "Art On the Lawn, Grayslake,” which took place Oct. 10 and 11.

Questions? Contact me at jimbrooksher@gmail.com.  

“Fright Night”

https://nancymerkling.com/4th-fridays/4th-fridays-at-the-dole/
https://nancymerkling.com/4th-fridays/4th-fridays-at-the-dole/
https://www.airstudio348.com/
mailto:galbraith@gmail.com
mailto:jimbrooksher@gmail.com
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Sketches

Tiffani Williams

Learn how to paint with soft pastels!

I am a pastel artist and will be teaching a soft-pastel class,  “Abstract Florals,” 

in Oct. where we will explore a fresh, playful  approach to florals. 

In this hands-on, 2-part course, you’ll learn how to loosen up, simplify 

shapes, layer expressive color, and use bold marks to create an abstract 

floral painting that feels vibrant and uniquely yours.

Beginners are welcome, as well as experienced artists who are looking to enhance their skills. No 

abstract or pastel painting experience needed—just come ready to experiment and have fun! Ages 

16 to adult are welcome.

See the website for supply list. 

Where: Antioch Fine Arts Foundation (AFAF), 896 Main St, Antioch!

When: Thursdays, Oct. 15 and 22, 6 - 8:30 pm each night

Questions? Contact me at twillpaints@gmail.com.  

Member News, cont.

Elvin Griffin

I have two art poems 

that might interest and 

amuse you; one is 

illustrated with my art.

Questions? Contact me at

elvingriffinbluesman@gmail.com 

The Focal Point

On the wall,
the gallery wall,
tell me what you see.

Colors converse,
shadows disperse,
warms and cools appear 
alternatively.

Negative space
is proportionately placed
to balance and control unity.

Alternation,
variation
and repetitive forms agree 

that on the wall,
the gallery wall,
what you see is me.

https://antiochfinearts.org/art-classes/pastel-abstract-florals/
https://antiochfinearts.org/art-classes/pastel-abstract-florals/
mailto:twillpaints@gmail.com
mailto:elvingriffinbluesman@gmail.com
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Sketches Membership Information

MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Volunteers Needed and Appreciated!

Keep the LCAL healthy and the art community growing for another 90 years!

Our league benefits tremendously from the skills and talents of all members. Please 

seriously consider helping our board in any of the league’s positions (listed on the last 

page). Find the description of volunteer positions in our by-laws at our website under 

“about.” 

Questions about open positions?  Contact Julie Nykeil at julieannenykeil@gmail.com  or a board member.

We Are Always Looking for New Members! 
Tell your family and friends about LCAL!  Invite them to attend one of our member meetings and demos. 

Refer them to our website for meeting information, upcoming events, and more!  

Questions? Contact Julie Nykeil at julieannenykeil@gmail.com  or a board member

Member of the Month! Would you like to be featured as a LCAL Member of the Month? Just send 

us a bio, a photo of you (headshot is preferred), and any contact info you’d like to share (website, 

Facebook page, email, etc.)  Send to: lakecoartleague@gmail.com   

PLEASE NOTE:  LCAL can not print and “snail mail” any forms 
or prospectuses.  Forms and prospectuses for shows can be 

emailed but it's up to members to print their own forms. 
Thank you for your cooperation!

Welcome LCAL NEW MEMBER! 
• Del Reynolds: watercolor, acrylic, pencils (including color pencil) 

• Chelsea Leamy (family membership): watercolor, acrylic, pencils (including color pencil)

• Ruth Hutter:  watercolor, acrylic, pencils (including color pencil); always experimenting! 

RutHut56@gmail.com 

Scholarship Winners; Free Memberships for 2026/27

• Rocky Jones: watercolor, acrylic, pencils

• Jessica Lawson: charcoal

Returning Members

• Elvin Griffin: oils, pastels, charcoal elvingriffinbluesman@gmail.com  

• Erin Galbraith: oil, acrylic, pastels, gouache, mixed media galbraith@gmail.com   

http://www.lcal.org/
mailto:julieannenykeil@gmail.com
https://lcal.org/
mailto:julieannenykeil@gmail.com
mailto:lakecoartleague@gmail.com
mailto:RutHut56@gmail.com
mailto:elvingriffinbluesman@gmail.com
mailto:galbraith@gmail.com
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Sketches LCAL Digital Resources

Enjoy Our Digital Library

Our library is accessible on the LCAL website.  It covers many different art 

topics organized under 9 different categories. 

Many references link to video presentations accessed from various 

streaming services. (Links are updated as we become aware of changes.)

We encourage you to contribute to our library by sending us links to your 

favorite art shows and websites. That way, it will become a true reflection 

of the LCAL, and it will accomplish our mission to promote art in Lake 

County.

Questions? Contact Denese Manley at denesemanley@gmail.com  

Are You a Facebook User? 
Check out the LCAL Facebook Group!  This group is only for current LCAL members. 

You are not required to join or use the group, but we encourage you to do so.

Advantages of Joining Our Group: It is a hub for communications where you can get 

the most recent news and information about LCAL, our events, shows, and anything 

else that pertains to the LCAL. 

To join, search for “Lake County Art League Members Group” in Facebook, or click on 

the link above, and request to join. 

Questions? Contact one of our FB Group administrators: 

Deb Edmunds at edmundsdl@gmail.com or Louise Villegas at lou999@comcast.net 

YouTube
Thousands from about 30 countries subscribe to our LCAL YouTube channel!

LCAL Website:  Advertise Your Shows!
Anyone who will have an upcoming solo show and would like to advertise on our 

website, please email lakecoartleague@gmail.com. 

Online Suggestion Box
If you have any suggestions, feedback, ideas, etc., that you would like to share with the 

LCAL board, please use our COMPLETELY ANONYMOUS online form. 

We hope you will share with us! The regular suggestion box will still be available at our 

in-person member meetings.

mailto:denesemanley@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/429818059689859
mailto:edmundsdl@gmail.com
mailto:lou999@comcast.net
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Lake+County+ARt+League
mailto:lakecoartleague@gmail.com
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Sketches

Be on the Lookout!  If you see a new way to bring fine art 
to Lake County, or to improve the advantages of 
membership. Please share by contacting a member listed 
on this page.

Directors * Name email

Historian Ali Albakri nyika1940@gmail.com

Hospitality Fran Isaac fmisaac@aol.com

Membership Julie Nykeil julieannenykeil@gmail.com 

On the Wall

Jeff Harold jeff@jeffharoldphotography.com

Ernest Schweit ernestjschweit@sbcglobal.net 

Deb Edmunds edmundsdl@gmail.com

Programs

Debbie Kalinowski artbydebbiek@gmail.com

Jeff Harold jeff@jeffharoldphotography.com

Maureen Fisher               
Rivken

mfisherrivkin@gmail.com 

Ernie Schweit ernestjschweit@sbcglobal.net 

Scholarships Val Brandner isketchit@yahoo.com

Newsletters
Deb Edmunds edmundsdl@gmail.com

Jody Bennett jorbenn1@yahoo.com 

Workshops Randy Schweitzer Schweitzer.randy@gmail.com 

Virtual Library Denese Manley denesemanley@gmail.com  

Connection to the Greater Art Community

Social Media
Deb Edmunds edmundsdl@gmail.com

Louise Villegas lou999@comcast.net 

Website
Phil Schorn phil@pschornstudio.com 

Deb Edmunds edmundsdl@gmail.com

Plein Air

Deb Edmunds edmundsdl@gmail.com

Chris Tanner chrisetanner@sbcglobal.net 

Maureen Fisher               
Rivken

mfisherrivkin@gmail.com 

Undercroft Ali Albakri nyika1940@gmail.com

Publicity Ali Albakri nyika1940@gmail.com

The Lake County Art League Year: 
Meets Sep. through June, generally 7-9 pm; 

3rd Mon., as follows: 

Jan., Feb., sometimes March Virtual

Sep., Oct., Jan. through June Presentations, usually a 
demonstration

May, Nov. Closing critiques for 
membership shows

Dec. Holiday break

LCAL Mission, Meetings,
Board Members, Directors

* Open Positions 
The following positions are currently open to any member 

who would like to volunteer: 

 Art Festivals, and Tours

Find descriptions of volunteer positions in our by-laws 

at our website under “about.”

We are also in need of a corresponding secretary who is 

proficient in computer correspondence, and who can send 

out communications to members in a timely manner.

Elected 

Officers
Name email

President Sandra Saxton
saxton.songbirdstudio@gm
ail.com 

Vice President Deb Edmunds edmundsdl@gmail.com

Recording 
Secretary

Jack Littlefield thelittlefields@gmail.com

Corresponding 
Secretary

vacant

Treasurer Mary Neely mmbn@yahoo.com 

Lake County Art League (LCAL) Mission
Our purpose is to create more interest in art 
in Lake County, IL, and to develop a higher 

appreciation of visual art. 
We will do this through art exhibitions, 

festivals, demonstrations of art techniques, 
lectures, critiques and sharing of ideas, 

inspiration and encouragement between 
members.

LCAL Website
LCAL Facebook

lakecoartleague@gmail.com   

mailto:nyika1940@gmail.com
mailto:fmisaac@aol.com
mailto:julieannenykeil@gmail.com
mailto:jeff@jeffharoldphotography.com
mailto:ernestjschweit@sbcglobal.net
mailto:edmundsdl@gmail.com
mailto:artbydebbiek@gmail.com
mailto:jeff@jeffharoldphotography.com
mailto:mfisherrivkin@gmail.com
mailto:ernestjschweit@sbcglobal.net
mailto:isketchit@yahoo.com
mailto:edmundsdl@gmail.com
mailto:jorbenn1@yahoo.com
mailto:Schweitzer.randy@gmail.com
mailto:denesemanley@gmail.com
mailto:edmundsdl@gmail.com
mailto:lou999@comcast.net
mailto:phil@pschornstudio.com
mailto:edmundsdl@gmail.com
mailto:edmundsdl@gmail.com
mailto:chrisetanner@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mfisherrivkin@gmail.com
mailto:nyika1940@gmail.com
mailto:nyika1940@gmail.com
http://www.lcal.org/
mailto:Saxton.songbirdstudio@gmail.com
mailto:Saxton.songbirdstudio@gmail.com
mailto:edmundsdl@gmail.com
mailto:thelittlefields@gmail.com
mailto:mmbn@yahoo.com
https://lcal.org/
https://www.facebook.com/share/9oLaXE1dzEYpYQLV/
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