
A Quick summary 

In January of 1971 I was discharged from the service after 8 years in the regular Army. 

I moved back to Albany and started work for the Albany woollen Mills as the production Manager. At the same time, I became 
involved with the district Football I was the General Manager for the Railways Football club Worked on Local radio hosting 
the football show every Sunday morning for over 4 years. I gave up these positions when I joined the Band. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the same time, I was involved with the local Albany Band as its Drum Major. Probably because I was the only one who 
knew how to march, and the drills required for a marching band. It was about the time I was appointed as Commanding 
Officer of TS Vancouver a naval Cadet Training Ship. I resigned my commission in 1976 due the pressure of my band 
commitments. 

In 1980 I was asked to head the Val Morgan Sales team in WA to sell screen advertisings into cinemas. I left 2 years later 
and Joined Leisure Holdings a property development group as the WA country Sales manager. In 1984 I was approached 
by the Resorts Group another property development organization to become its group General Manager. This position 
bought me in contact with such people as Laurie Connell and Alan Jones from Rothwell Bank, an Investment banker 
which our organization frequently dealt with and the Bond Corporation and of course Alan Bond In 1985 when the first 
recession hit WA, many companies due to their financial exposure to the market could not sustain the excessive interest 
rates and battled to survive. When the second market crash came in 1987 Resorts Corp without the backing of Rothwell’s 
closed its doors. 

I continued to work for various media outlets until in 1992 when I proposed an idea to help small survive recessions to 
both the WA & Qld Governments. The idea was to help small business better plan for such contingency’s as recession 
financial planning and more fully understand the government red tape, what measures could be taken recession and 
what assistance was available to them when these problems occurred. Generally, how to make their businesses grow and 
become more successful. The idea being in this way it would create more jobs produce better productivity and boost the 
economy. Thus, the small business advisor Magazine was born. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bruce Davidson the then minister for small business saw merit in the idea and commissioned me to start 
“The Small Business Advisor Magazine”. The magazine was published quarterly and delivered free to each 
business registered mailbox in the metro areas. Some 2 years after its inception it was purchased by one of 
the Packer Group publishing arms. 

From 1996 until 1999, I worked for the Queensland Naval Brigade Officer Corps Charity This was not in any 
way part of the armed forces as the CEO and Commanding Officer. All the officers in the brigade held an 
honouree commission at the pleasure of the premier. The charities main aim was to take homeless youth 
who through no fault of their own were forced to join the ranks of the homeless. The cause as we later 
discovered was mainly domestic violence or marriage breakups and remarriage second partner 
mistreatment disputes Consequently these kids were forced out of their homes due in no small part to the 
lack of support from either their families (if any existed) or limited support from government welfare groups 

The Naval Brigade was formed long before federation the primary purpose of the Brigade was to defend Qld 
from a supposed imamate threat that the Russian were going to invade Queensland. It consisted of two 
British gun boats, and two borrowed English naval offices. 

The rest approximately 100 men was made up of local Mellissa. The Russians never invaded however one 
interesting fact was that one of the gun boats decided to hold the local parliament to Ransome for a minor 
dispute. The CO brought his boat up the Brisbane River and brought her guns to bare on the local 
government building at that time. The siege last for some time until the premier of the time negotiated a 
lengthy but peaceful resolution and the officer was subsequently arrested and sent back to England to be 
dealt with. The Brigade has since been absorbed into a more appropriate and modern organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Brigades main aim was to take as many of the young people of both sexes and try to either get them 
some safe accommodation back to school or find them an apprenticeship. An abandoned ex WW11 army 
hospital ship was purchased with a donation from the bank of Qld of $50,000 this was matched by an equal 



amount from Barter Card which enabled us to buy accommodation although limited and a mobile Kitchen 
to house and feed as many as possible. Base Kuranda was established. 

During late 1999, I was diagnosed with Latten Post Traumatic Stress Disorder which prevented me from full 
time work again. My illness was in fact a blessing in disguise as it brought me back to my first love that being 
music. It gave me countless hours of enjoyment and enabled me to perform at charity events, on Cruise 
Ships, Cabarets, Old People’s Homes, and Gala Balls even a song or two in Las Vegas. I still do limited 
performances even today. 

Other Achievements  

1996   Was Knighted for services to humanity  
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