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O
hio U

tilities Protection Service is 
 the contact before you dig notification 

center for the state of O
hio. 

O
.U.P.S. is the com

m
unication link 

betw
een those w

ho ow
n and operate 

underground utility facilities and those 
w

ith a desire to excavate. 



Excavator Responsibilities 
•

Definition of an Excavation 
–

͞…
penetrate or bore or drill into the earth…

͟ 
–

 O
RC 3781.25(I) 

•
Plan W

ork 
•

Prem
ark in W

hite 
•

Click, Call or Tap the App 
–

48 hours but not m
ore than 10 days before you plan to dig 

•
Each Excavator Has to Have Their O

w
n Ticket 

–
͞the person or persons responsible for m

aking the actual 
excavation͟ O

RC ϯϳϴϭ.Ϯϱ;KͿ 
•

Locate W
ork O

rder 
  



Excavator Responsibilities Cont. 

•
CSR Verification ʹ Listen Closely 

•
Ticket N

um
ber 

•
W

e N
otify O

ur M
em

bers But N
ot All U

tilities Are 
M

em
bers W

ith O
.U.P.S. 

•
W

ait 48 Hours Before You Begin Excavation 
•

Check Positive Response 
–

Excavator has an obligation to check positive response 
–

800-445-3894 
•

Perform
 Site Assessm

ent - O
bserve tolerance zone 

•
Dig W

ith Care 



 
The Enforcem

ent of O
hio’s Dam

age 
Prevention Law

s 
Becam

e Active January 1, 2016 
  

Senate Bill 378 



W
h

at w
ill b
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 e
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fo
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e

d
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153.64 ʹ The protection of underground facilities 
during public im

provem
ent projects 

3781.26 (A) ʹ Requires all utilities w
ho ow

n and 
operate underground facilities to register w

ith a 
protection service.  
3781.26 (B) ʹ Requires protection services, utilities, 
excavators, equipm

ent dealers, PU
CO

, etc. to publicize 
the im

portance of contacting a protection service prior 
to excavation.  
3781.27 ʹ Developer or designer notifying protection 
service of intended excavation.  



W
h

at w
ill b

e
 e

n
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e

d
? C

o
n

t. 

•
3781.28 ʹ Excavator notifying protection service.  

•
3781.29 ʹ M

arking location of facilities or give 
indication of no facilities at site.  

•
3781.30 ʹ Duties of excavator.  

•
3781.31 ʹ N

otifying of com
m

encem
ent of 

excavation or of rem
oval of m

arkings.  
•

3781.32 ʹ Corrections or tie-ins w
ithin right-of-

w
ay.  

•
4913 ʹ Rules surrounding enforcem

ent process.  
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•
C
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t d
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•
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