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History of Fire Hydrants 

Å1600ôs- 1st Water Dist. System in London & 

Boston 

Å1803- 1st Above Ground Hydrant in USA was in 

Philadelphia 

Å1812- 1st ñDry Barrelò Fire Hydrant 

Å1874- Rochester, NY Used Separate Water Mains 

for Fire Fighting Purposes 

Å1930ôs- ñTraffic Hydrantsò Introduced  



History of Fire Hydrants 

ÅBored out Wooden Logs for Water Mains 



History of Fire Hydrants 

ÅUse of ñFire Plugsò 

ÅBucket Brigades 

ÅHand Pumped Fire Engines 

 



History of Fire Hydrants 

ÅHand Pumped Fire Engines 



History of Fire Hydrants 

Å19th Century Hydrants 
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Uses of Fire Hydrants 


