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Ohio Ethics Law Passed1973




Ohio Ethics Commission ﬁ%@ r,
January 1, 1974 ‘

* Advice

 Education
*|Investigation
* Financial Disclosure



The Ohio Ethics Law

* Conflict of Interest

* Gifts

* Public Contracts

* Sales to Public Agencies
* Nepotism

* Post-Employment




Conflicts of Interest

ORC 102.03(D)

- "Definite & Direct”
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Recuse
(aka: Don't Do It!)

* Vote

* Authorize

* Recommend

* Inspect

* Investigate

* Advocate/Lobby
* Any other action!




Questions?







Is it legal for a
sewer district
employee or
officials to have a
well water
digging business
in his or her
private life?






Can an Ohio EPA
employee use
his/her state
government
wetlands
credentials to
advertise a
private wetlands
consulting

5 3 business?







Can a Village
Council member
vote on a Water
Bill Forgiveness
Initiative,
effectively
relieving himself
of more than
$5,000 in water
bill debt to the
village?






Questions?




ORC 102.03 (E)
ORC 102.03 (F)










. Domg Business

* Seeking to do Business
* Regulated By

* Interested In
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Substantia

PALMER
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PORTO







Supplemental
Compensation

ORC 2921.43







Groovy or Bummer?

Can a township accept
donations from a company
building a factory in the
township to purchase
equipment and train
emergency responders for
responding to emergencies?







Groovy or Bummer?

Can a building
Inspector accept a
ticket to a professional
sporting event from a
vendor assuming the
contract has already
been finalized?
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Groovy or Bummer?

Are raffles prohibited
at conferences for
public employees?







Questions?




Public Contracts
ORC 2921.42(A)(1)




Secure Public Contract for:

- Self
- Family Member
- Business Associate




A public
employee
suggests using
her t-shirt

business to

outfit agency
field staff.




A township trustee votes to renew a snowplow
contract for a company her husband owns.




A public
employee
prepares a bid
Spec response to
her own public
agency for the IT
consulting firm
that she works
for part-time.



Secure Public Contract for:

- Self
- Family Member
- Business Associate







Can a wastewater
employee also work for a
consulting company that
wishes to contract with
the governmental entity
where he works?






Can a City Council
member solicit
potential
employment with
the city drinking
water plant before
stepping down
from city council?







Groovy or bummer?

Can a public employee serve on a selection committee to choose
a consulting company for the agency if the company she works
for part-time is pursuing the contract?
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Secure Public Contract for:

- Self
- Family Member
- Business Associate




Sales to Public
Agencies

ORC 2921.42(D)
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Don't sell
goods/services
to your own
public entity!
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Questions?




Secure Public Contract for:

- Self
- Family Member
- Business Associate




Nepotism:

Keeping it
“All in the Family”




Family

* Spouse

* Sibling

* Parent/step-parent
* Child/step-child

* Grandparent
 Grandchild




Questions?
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Post-Employment

*One year
* Representation

* Personal Participation




Questions?
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http://www.ethics.ohio.gov/
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