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Storytelling for Everyone: Week Four

All About Plots

Week 2

Week 5

Week 3Week 1

All About Character Building Worlds & 
Environments

Visual Storytelling

Week 4

Week 7 Week 8Week 6

Work On A Draft



Visual Storytelling
How to communicate a story(mostly) in pictures





















Visual 

Storytelling for 

the Camera



work the story out on paper

Storyboarding: grew out of animation tradition 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BSOJiSUI0z8

Storyboards



Expressing Action with a
Consistent Visual Language



Working in a frame



The Kaiserpanorama, 1880

stereoscope

We see in stereo

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stereoscope


“Proper camera angles can make the difference between 
audience appreciation and indifference.”   J.V Mascelli, A.S.C.

What view do you present? What view do they see?



Camera Angles

Composition

Close Ups

Continuity

Cutting

The 5 Cs

“Learn the right way to film, learn the

acceptable methods, learn how audiences
become involved in the screen story – and

what viewers have been conditioned to expect 

through years of movie going”.  
                                        Joseph V. Mascelli, A.S.C

https://mubi.com/cast/joseph-v-mascelli



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ab4MWBpz9GU

Learning Visual Storytelling from the Master



Point of view

Where is the lens?

Objective Subjective
Side-line viewpoint through 
the eyes of an unseen 
observer

Personal viewpoint – 
as an active participant 
in the moment

The camera trades places 
with the person or thing 
in the frame. 



Objective



Subjective



Point of View

Vivian Maier: selfie Lady In the Lake

https://blog.artsper.com/en/a-closer-look/10-facts-know-vivian-maier/



Point of View



Point of view

Framing terms

The camera trades places 
with the person or thing 
in the frame. 

Master: establishing shot, Full shot, medium shot, head and 

shoulders, close up, extreme close up



Three camera shoot



Camera angles: 
in space



Camera angles: 
on the subject

Camera angles: 
the reverse



Camera angles: 
the reverse– shot reverse shot



Composition is 
composition



It is the same in film

• Golden Ration in Action

• Rule of Thirds In Action



Composition: movement in the frame



Composition: screen position



Camera and Lens Movement

Dave Mullins



Composition: narrative changes with 
even slightest change in the composition



180-degree rule

The 180 rule dictates that in 
any scene which contains two 
or more actors there is an 
invisible line. The camera can 
move anywhere in the scene, 
provided it stays on one side of 
this line the duration of the 
scene.



Continuity: the logical progression



Your Turn



Encouragement for the week

Inspiration from the 
best storyteller I’ve 

met



Camera angles in action
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