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Overview of the class

Work on a draft Present a draftTime, feedback 
and support

Time, feedback 
and support



• Record
• Transcribe
• Analyze

• Contributes to revealing their character 
and stage on their journey? 

• Supports moving the story forward 
(exposition)?

• Is fact vs. background vs. opinion?

Ask how the words people say:

Listen to strangers speaking



Who is speaking – character or the narrator?

Character:
Dialog provides insight 
into action from first 
person perspective

Narrator:
Provides a summary or 
guidance with a point of 
view attitude and/or 
tone



Is there a role the speaker plays?

Color commentaryHost and play-by-play Sideline reporter
Troy AkinsJoe Buck Lisa Salters

Example: Monday Night Football



How do the words match the face?



Body language can support dialog

• The body can convey as much 
as the speaking voice

• Adds emphasis or support of 
the mental health of the 
character. 



https://fb.watch/vhdxHgMk78/

Example: Googlebox Australia
Expression in the wild



Dialog is more interesting when the characters 
are active at the same time

• It changes the pace and makes 
the rhythm more interesting

• It shows the audience who’s 
speaking without using speaker 
tags

• Helps to control the pace of 
your scenes.



Types of Dialog:

Direct: characters speak directly 
to each other
Indirect: Narrator summarizes 
what was said
Interior: A character’s thoughts 
are revealed.
Monologue: One character 
speaks at length, usually to the 
audience
Soliloquy: A speech given by a 
character alone revealing their 
innermost thoughts and feelings.



Example 1: Direct 
Characters speak directly to each other

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xv7eeMikM_w&t=3s



Dialog can reflect relationship status

Is their speech
Formal? 
Confident? 
Faster or Slower?

Do they use
•Slang?
•Shorthand?
•Repeatable phrases?



Example 2: Interior
A character’s inner thoughts are revealed

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECnlL4RY8PQ&t=1s



Example 3: Indirect – Retrospective narration
Narrator tells a story that they lived from their perspective with hindsight 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UIe1uM8x0dM&t=3s



Example 4: Monologue 
Character speaks to audience and sometimes breaks the 4th wall



Example 5: Soliloquy 
Alone, a character gives a speech revealing their innermost thoughts and feelings

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Up-oGfiosE



Why are they talking?



Every person brings their own agenda to the 
conversation

• Why are they saying what 
they are saying?

• Does it fit the character or is 
it a point of change or 
conflict?



Subtext is a powerful tool

• We rarely say exactly what we mean.
• What is the implied meaning or hidden beneath the 

surface of the statement?
• How is this conveyed to the audience?



Tip: Don’t Write Ping Pong Dialog

• It is boring when characters answer 
everything the other person asks 

• It holds no surprises and there’s no 
reason to sit up and take notice.

• Instead:
• Use non-sequiturs (which we all do 

in natural conversation)
• Have characters ignore some of the 

questions laid out for them by the 
other person, because each 
character is bringing their own 
agenda to the conversation



Trick: Have your characters argue

You can convey a lot of information 
about a topic thru their conflicting 
opinions, without making it sound 
like either of the characters is saying 
things for the reader’s benefit.



• Does it sound like a real person?

• Does it add to moving the story 
forward?

• Do the words they are saying fit 
the character?

Read the dialog out loud to really hear it
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Say Hello To The Class Project!

Work on a draft Present a draftTime, feedback 
and support

Time, feedback 
and support



Hope:  
Everyone creates a story to share during the last class 

Project Directions:
Book
Storyboard pitch
Graphic novel
Pitch Deck
Pecha Kucha 
Script
Short video
Better idea …
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