A Call to Arms for Professional Pocket
Billiards

Every couple of years, when my frustration reaches a boiling point, | find myself needing to vent.
Those who have known me for some time will recognize parts of this discourse. | have ceased
callingitarant; instead, | seeitas acall to arms.

The Need for Real Competition

What pocket billiards desperately needs is true competition between professional players on a
regular basis. Thanks to companies like Aramith, Diamond, and Predator, and others, the
sponsorships, tools and equipment for the game are continually improving. However, the
professional players need more than just the right gear; they need the opportunity to develop a
genuine following. These players should be recognized as real people with distinct personalities—
whether they are characters, milk toast, bad boys, heroes, or villains. The key is to have pros who
captivate and excite the crowd, players with backstories that draw in fans.

The Role of Commentators

Equally important is the need for skilled commentators who can narrate these backstories with the
talent of a true commentator. Professional pocket billiards should take a leaf out of the book of
baseball and other major sports by employing both a professional commentator and a color
commentator. The professional commentator must possess a deep understanding of the game and
its nuances, while the color commentator should be able to weave the narratives of current players
and historical figures into the context of the match.

Currently, the commentary in pocket billiards often falls short. Although there have been
improvements, the typical setup still involves one or more pool personalities with limited
communication skills. While their passion for the game is undeniable, their ability to engage and
entertain the audience is often lacking. We need commentators who can elevate the viewing
experience, making it more engaging and informative for both seasoned fans and newcomers.

Building a Following for Players

One of the primary ways to build a following for professional players is through consistent, high-
quality competition. Regular tournaments where the pros can showcase their skills are essential.
These events should be well-publicized and accessible to fans, both in person and through various
media channels. By providing a platform for players to compete regularly, we can create an
environment where fans can connect with their favorite pros and follow their careers closely.



The Importance of Storytelling

Storytelling is a powerful tool in sports. Itis what transforms a game from a mere contest of skills
into a dramatic, emotional experience. In pocket billiards, the stories of the players—their
triumphs, struggles, and personal journeys—add depth and meaning to each match.
Commentators play a crucial role in bringing these stories to life. By sharing anecdotes, historical
context, and personal insights, they can make each game more relatable and compelling for the
audience.

Professional Commentary Standards

To achieve the level of commentary needed, there must be a standard of professionalism and
expertise. Commentators should undergo training to hone their skills in both game analysis and
storytelling. They should be adept at explaining the strategies and techniques employed by the
players while also weaving in the broader narrative of the sport. This dual approach will help to
educate and entertain the audience, making the viewing experience more enriching.

Engaging a Wider Audience

Engaging a wider audience is crucial for the growth of professional pocket billiards. This involves
reaching out to different demographics and making the sport more inclusive. Diverse
representation among players and commentators can help attract a broader fan base. Fortunately,
leveraging social media and other digital platforms has increase visibility and accessibility, allowing
fans from around the world to connect with the sport.

Investing in the Future

Investing in the future of professional pocket billiards means supporting the development of young
talent. Junior leagues, training programs, and scholarships can help nurture the next generation of
players. By creating a clear pathway for aspiring pros, we can ensure the longevity and vitality of the
sport. Furthermore, establishing partnerships with schools and community organizations can help
introduce the game to new audiences and foster a love for the sport from a young age.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the state of professional pocket billiards requires a concerted effort to elevate the
sport. Real competition, skilled commentators, and compelling storytelling are essential
components of this endeavor. By investing in these areas, we can create a vibrant and thriving
professional scene that captivates fans and honors the rich history of the game. This is notjust a
callto arms;itis a call to excellence, innovation, and passion for the sport we love.



