
Billiard Table Specifications:  
A Call for Consistency  
The game of billiards, in its various forms, is a beloved pastime and competitive sport enjoyed by 
millions around the world. From casual players in local pubs to professional athletes competing on 
the global stage, the game demands skill, precision, and consistency. However, one of the ongoing 
challenges in the sport is the lack of standardized specifications for billiard equipment. I advocate 
for fixed and repeatable specifications to ensure a fair and predictable playing field for all 
participants. 

Table Dimensions 
Billiard tables come in various sizes, and while flexibility in size can be beneficial for different 
playing environments, the core specifications must remain consistent. Common table lengths 
include ten-foot, nine-foot, eight-foot, seven-foot, and six-foot tables. Regardless of the length, the 
pockets should adhere to standardized measurements. 

Pocket Specifications 
Pocket Size: The pocket openings should be consistent across all tables, with standard sizes such 
as four and a half inches for professionals, four and three-quarter inches for leagues, and five 
inches for home recreational. The exact size is less critical than the uniformity across all tables.  

Pocket Angles: The point-to-point opening, down angle, back angle, and opening angle should be 
identical on all tables to ensure consistent play. Variations in angles can significantly impact the 
difficulty and strategy of the game. 

Rail Height: The height of the rails surrounding the playing surface should be standardized to 
maintain predictable ball rebounds and gameplay dynamics.  

Facing Material: The material used for the pocket facings should be uniform to prevent 
inconsistencies in ball behavior during play. 

Shelf Depth: The depth of the pocket shelves should be consistent across all tables to ensure that 
balls fall into the pockets uniformly. 

The Importance of Consistency 
Consistency in table specifications is crucial for both amateur and professional players. A lack of 
standardized specifications can disrupt gameplay, affect performance, and undermine the integrity 
of the sport. Comparisons to other sports highlight the importance of consistency: 

• If amateur tennis players encountered nets that were 10% shorter or taller, they would 
complain. 



• If professional basketball players faced hoop heights that varied between eight and eleven 
feet, there would be widespread outrage. 

• If college football games were played on fields that suddenly extended to one hundred and 
ten yards, it would provoke cries of rage. 

• If golfers arrived at a green to find cup sizes varying from eight inches to two inches in 
diameter, the inconsistency would be unacceptable. 

Similarly, in billiards, players deserve a reasonable expectation of table conditions. Tournament 
tables should not come with unpredictable variations. Ball sizes and weights should be 
standardized, varying no more than 2% across tournaments. These tolerances are quite capable of 
being achieved with today’s manufacturing processes. 

Bar Pool Conditions 
Ensuring Fair Play for Amateurs and Improving Bar Pool Dynamics  

The dynamics of bar pool are influenced significantly by the size of the pockets on the tables. While 
it is understandable that bar owners might opt for larger pockets to facilitate quicker games and 
more revenue, this approach can be counterproductive. Large pockets may deter many skilled 
players from frequenting these establishments unless they intend to exploit less experienced house 
players. 

This situation creates a negative cycle: house players, repeatedly bested, eventually stop playing, 
leading to a shift where better players either turn to games with longer durations, such as banks, or, 
more detrimentally, linger for the next unsuspecting opponent. This behavior drives away regular 
business, undermining the bar's overall profitability. 

To create a more balanced and engaging environment, bar owners should consider adjusting table 
conditions to attract a wider range of players. This could lead to a more sustained and enjoyable 
gaming experience for all patrons, ultimately benefiting the establishment. 

 

Conclusions 
The state of professional pocket billiards requires a concerted effort to elevate the sport. Real 
competition, skilled commentators, and compelling storytelling are essential components of this 
endeavor. By investing in these areas, we can create a vibrant and thriving professional scene that 
captivates fans and honors the rich history of the game. This is not just a call to arms; it is a call to 
excellence, innovation, and passion for the sport we love. 

Do we need ten-foot table matches? Certainly, why not? More importantly, we require a legitimate 
governing body. 

Pocket billiards has the potential to evolve beyond being a mere spectacle held a few times a year. 
The 14.1 Continuous format can transcend its status as a bygone pastime. Games such as 8-ball, 
9-ball, 10-ball, one-pocket, and banks can captivate not only amateur players but also non-regular 
enthusiasts. These games can attract viewers ranging from those with an intimate understanding of 



the game to those with no prior knowledge but who can grasp the basics through simple 
explanations. 

For billiards to maintain its integrity and fairness, fixed and repeatable specifications for tables and 
equipment are essential. By standardizing dimensions, pocket specifications, and ball 
characteristics, the sport can provide a level playing field for all participants, from casual players to 
professionals. Implementing these standards will enhance the overall experience, ensuring that 
every game is played under fair and consistent conditions. It is time for the billiards community to 
come together and establish these necessary specifications for the betterment of the sport.  

To all the tournament directors, league organizers, room owners, and supporters of pocket billiards, 
I tip my hat to you. Your dedication and support are truly appreciated.  

 


