
 

  Inside                  

  Immanuel  
Faithful to God’s Word – we receive, celebrate and share Jesus Christ. 

 

The Journey 
 

   We come off the Transfiguration mount with Peter, James, and John into the valley. After the shining 
Jesus, Moses, Elijah, the cloud, and the Father’s voice this may seem anticlimactic. But it reminds us that 
the true glory isn’t the glory of this world nor is the mission of the Christ to impress sinners. The true 
mission of the Christ is to travel on to the cross and die for the sins of the world. There Jesus would be 
transfigured into our sin. He takes every last sin of all sinners on Himself and pays the price before the 
Father for us. This is where we are traveling during Lent- to the tree with Jesus.  
   We know exactly where we are going, so why bother? We travel this road every year in our church 
calendar. Isn’t it just the same journey that we make every year, so why bother? We travel this road with 
Jesus each year because it matters. It is important to remember what Jesus has done for us, lest we forget 
or think it unimportant. We renew our zeal, refocus our attention on Jesus, and travel through Lent into 
Holy Week. It is important that we focus on what Jesus has done for us.  
   Jesus set His face to go to Jerusalem and die. He willingly rode into the city on Palm Sunday. The 
pilgrim throngs exalting Him the Son of David, the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Jesus taught 
in the Temple for much of that week. On Thursday He celebrated the Passover with His disciples giving 
them His body and blood, “Take, eat this is my body… Take drink this is my blood.” That night they went 
out to the Mount of Olives to pray. Jesus prayed and sweat those drops of blood. He knew what was 
coming.  
   One of the disciples came to arrest Jesus. Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss and the disciples fled. Jesus 
was on trial with Pilate, and Herod, and Pilate again. “Behold the man!” Jesus was beaten, whipped, 
crowned with thorns. The Jews cried out that they wanted Jesus crucified, “Crucify Him! Let His blood 
be on us and on our children!” And His blood was on them.  
   Jesus was crucified. Zealous that the crucified should die, the Romans broke the legs of the two others 
crucified with Jesus, but when they came to Jesus He was already dead. That soldier thrust the spear into 
Jesus’ side. And at once blood and water came forth. Behold the dead God! 
   Jesus was taken off the cross  and placed in that new garden tomb. He completed the true Sabbath rest 
on Saturday. He rose Sunday descending into hell to proclaim victory. He was there in the garden with 
Mary. He was in that locked upper room with the timid disciples and then on the Emmaus road. Jesus 
appeared to the disciples and many others over the next weeks. Forty days after Easter Jesus ascended 
bodily into heaven. And ten days after that the Spirit rushed in on the disciples.  
   But why? Why did God’s Son have to come in the flesh? He came in the flesh to offer that flesh on the 
cross for sinners. Why did Jesus have to die? He came to die for you. This is why it is valuable for you to 
travel through the events of Lent and Holy Week for this was done for you. Jesus was thinking of you 
while giving the Supper to the disciples, while bring arrested and on trial, while being beaten, and while 
dying on the tree. This is for you. Not that it was for you, but it is for you. It is for you now, right now. In 
the Divine Service you receive what Jesus did for you. He comes to you again and again giving you what 
you need- the forgiveness of your sins.  
   So travel this road during Lent. Remember your sins and mortality. Know your inability to keep the law 
and turn to the tree. The one hanging there pours out water and blood for you. That water of your Baptism 
and that body and blood in the Supper which Jesus gives to you. He connects you to Himself through these 
means. Travel this Lenten road with your brothers and sisters in Christ. Come and hear what Jesus has 
done for you. Receive what Jesus has done for you. Give thanks for all that Jesus has done for you. 
 
In the Name of Jesus,  
   Pastor Boyer 
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G.L.U.E 

“God Loves Us 

Eternally”  

 

Acts 3:19 
“Repent therefore, and turn back, that 
your sins may be blotted out.” 
 
     Here we are in the middle of the 
Lenten Season.  During this season 
Christians think about what they can 
give up for Lent—smoking, candy, 
ice cream, TV; they give up 
something they like doing as a matter 
of sacrifice.  Christians do this 
because Christ sacrificed His life for 
them.  What greater gift is there?  No 
comparison is there?  We give up so 
little, if anything at all, for a short 
period of time while Christ gave his 
life so that we could be with Him 
forever.  He doesn’t worry about how 
much we gave up, though, only that 
we believe in Him.  
     Lent is the time to repent.  
Repentance is essential in the process 
of salvation. It involves regret for past 
actions and committing to God.  It is 
turning away from sin and embracing 
a new life in Christ.  
     Pray for your forgiveness.  Pray 
for others to be forgiven.  Pray for all.  
Repent!  Christ died for our sins, was 
buried and rose again so that we can 
be with Him forever and ever!  Thank 
you, Jesus!   

When we repent we know that 
God Loves Us Eternally! 
 
God’s blessings to all during this 
Lenten Season! 
Jim Bratton 
 
 

Cemetery 

Decorations 
 Spring cleanup of the cemetery 
has begun. Please remove all 
decorations you want to save by 
Saturday, March 21. After that date 
anything left on the cemetery will be 
disposed of. Thank you! 

Treasurer’s Report 
MONTH OF JANUARY 2026 

Receipts         $   57,256.45 
Less Expenses                   - 67,784.87 
Operating Income              -10,528.42  
Deficit Reduction                     1,150.00 
Net Income              -9,378.42  

 
CASH IN BANK & ON HAND 

Petty Cash           100.00 
Independent Checking    84,965.61  
Independent Savings           105,030.21 
Ind Bank CD        92,134.19 
Ind Bank CD                          50,000.00 
Ind Bank CD      25,000.00 
Ind Bank CD      78,501.35 
Restricted Savings       -202,743.13 
Total                    $232,987.23 
 
 
 

Official Acts 

BAPTISM 
Feb 14 Sylar Selene Coffindaffer, 

daughter of Zachary & 
Cammie Coffindaffer, born 
June 23, 2022.  

 
 

 
Voters’ Meeting 

February 1, 2026 

 66 voting members were present. 

Elders: Transfers in – Cammie 
and Sylar Coffindaffer. The meeting 
with the Elders last Sunday had good 
discussion. There has been an 
increase in Pastors’ mileage from 70 
to 72.5 cents per mile. Elders are 
reviewing the inactive list (anyone 
that hasn’t communed in the last 2 
years.) Discussion was had on 
cancelling church services during bad 
weather; we will plan to remain open 
for those who wish to come. A group 
met with Officer Gokey to discuss 
church and school safety. 
 Trustees: We are looking into a 
new company to check out the bell 

tower, if anyone has any ideas let 
Joel know. The new heating system 
for the church is on schedule for this 
summer. Trustees are working on 
some electrical projects in the church. 
There is some stonework being done 
in the youth room. 
 Stewardship: The cookbook has 
enough recipes! The Red Letter 
Challenge boos are in, a few extras 
are available for anyone wanting to 
join. Julie Burgess will be coming to 
discuss financial planning and giving, 
a tentative date of June 7 is being 
planned. We are planning a taco bar 
for the meager meal on February 25. 
The Stewardship Board has a few 
vacancies; we invite you to join! 
 Evangelism: The Christmas 
Concert was well attended. 
Evangelism will be providing 
refreshments for the Lutheran Hour 
Rally livestream today at 2pm. 
 Youth: On December 17, 12 kids 
enjoyed the Collide Christmas Party 
with cookies, a dice game and gifts of 
socks and candy. January 11 was the 
Jimmy Jam semi-formal dance; 70 
kids were in attendance, $550 was 
raised for Mott Children’s Hospital. 
Ash Wednesday Collide will be 
serving 3 soups for the meager meal. 
June 28-July 3 will be the LCMS 
Michigan District High School 
Gathering in Mackinac. Informational 
meeting coming soon. Today is 
Sherwood on the Hill sledding for all 
ages from 2-4pm.  
 School Board: This past week 
was National Lutheran Schools week. 
The kids enjoyed a variety of events. 
Our school is active with a variety of 
clubs, sports, Junior National Honor 
Society, Honor roll breakfast, etc. The 
credit card machine is fully 
operational for tuition and hot lunch 
payments. Tammy Lutz is the new 
(LEAP) Lutheran Education 
Advancement Plan person. They host 
10 meetings a year. BOE met with 
Officer Gokey and church leaders to 
put together a plan bridging school 
and church safety. We will be first 
addressing doors and the locking 
system at CTK. We have received 
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CMIF (Commissioned Minister 
Information Forms) and are in the 
beginning stages of looking at what is 
needed next year in regards to 
teaching staff, enrollment, tuition 
costs and budget. We updates our 
hourly wage employees to comply 
with the recent increase of minimum 
wage to $13.73/hour.  
 Principal’s Report: In 
November the kids participated in a 
“Pick a Date” Challenge. 23 kids 
raised $7,000 to apply money directly 
to their tuition. In December we 
hosted the Holly Jolly Fair; 51 
students took part. $860 was raised 
for seed money for the next year and 
to support the clubs offered at CTK. 
In January we hosted Lutheran 
Schools Week; the service project 
was making senior kits filled with 
everyday items. February 5 is the all 
school spelling bee. First grade will 
be making and selling apple pies 
again this year for the super bowl. 
February 6-7 Mrs. Yoder will be at a 
principals conference. March 18 will 
be the Academic Fair at CTK. A 
rummage sale is planned for March 
20-21; donations will be accepted 
March 9-16. All monies will go to the 
scholarship fund.  
 Athletics: Soccer/Volleyball 
coaches are secured for this year, 
soccer officials too. B Basketball has 
wrapped up, A girls basketball had 
their 8th grade parent night. We are 
waiting for reimbursement from 
Frankenmuth Credit Union for the 
new scoreboard. Our current balance 
is $8,328.25. A track coach for this 
spring is still needed.  
 Unfinished Business: Council 
has made the recommendation that w 
move from 5 Voter meetings per year 
to 3 meetings. A vote was taken by 
ballot and passed with a 2/3 majority. 
Council also recommended that we 
move the Voters meetings from 
Monday nights to Sunday after 
church. A voice vote passed the 
motion.  
 Pastor’s Report: Pastor wanted 
to thank everyone who came to the 
meeting and invites everyone back 

every Sunday for Bible Study! On 
March 29 the Bethlehem Crafters will 
have items available for purchase in 
the Great Room. August 2 will be 
Church Extension Fund Sunday. 
Confirmation will be May 3 and May 
10 this year. Pastor Garrison will be 
retiring May 2027.  
 
 
  

Easter Flowers 

 
 It’s time to order Easter plants. 

Lilies - $15.50 
Daffodils (Yellow jonquil) - $14.50 

Hyacinths, Mums & Tulips - 
$14.50 

Azaleas & Hydrangeas - $26.50 
They can be ordered until Friday, 

March 16 by calling Theresa Nitz at 
248-762-9069. Please make checks 
payable to Theresa. 

The plants can be picked up after 
the 10:30am service on Easter Sunday 
until Tuesday, April 7. Look for your 
name on the back of the plant.  

 
 

April Newsletter 

Deadline: 

Wednesday, 

March 18, 2026 
 

 
Council Meeting 

January 12 

 Elders: Discussion on 
cancellation policy; it was decided 
that if Pastor can be there, we will not 
cancel church service. The safety 
walk through had 20 people in 
attendance, another meeting is 
planned to decide where we want to 
focus our efforts first. During the 

meeting with the elders, good 
discussion was had. The concerns 
were voiced to council and the boards 
will discuss further. 
 Trustees: Nothing new to report. 
We have 1 vacancy to fill.  
 Stewardship: The cookbook is a 
go! The last date to submit recipes is 
February 22. Stewardship will 
sponsor a taco meager meal on 
February 25. There are 3 vacancies 
needed to be filled, reach out to a 
board member for more information.  
 Evangelism: Evangelism 
provided refreshments for the 
Lutheran Hour Rally livestream and 
had about 20 in attendance. The next 
greeter has been mailed out. 
Evangelism is collecting items for the 
Good Samaritan Mission. 
 Youth: Collide will host the Ash 
Wednesday meager meal with a 
variety of soups being offered. A Jr 
High Lockout is tentatively being 
planned for March. The Sr High 
District Gathering will be at 
Mackinac this summer, an 
information meeting will be held in 
the Collide room on March 22 after 
church worship. 
 School Board: Tammy Lutz is 
our new LEAP representative. We 
may have the opportunity to have free 
hot lunch next year. We need as many 
reduced/free forms filled out as 
possible to make this happen. Our hot 
lunch program is running on a tight 
budget especially with the new 
minimum wage increase. The school 
board is reviewing staff needs to plan 
for next year. Tuition will be going up 
$50 per student.  

Principal’s Report: A girls 
basketball season is wrapping up. 
Lutheran Schools Week began and 
ended with the kids singing at St Paul 
and Immanuel. The 2-8 spelling bee 
winner was Bentley Saenz. K-1 
attended Safetyville on February 5. 1st 
grade had their apple pie sales 
February 6. Mrs. Yoder attended the 
Snow Tire principal conference 
February 5-6 in Frankenmuth. CTK 
will host a rummage sale this spring, 
donations are being accepted.   



 4 
 Pastor’s Report: Lent begins 
February 18 with Ash Wednesday at 
6:30pm. We will be covering the 
Parables of Jesus. Thank you to all 
who have signed up to help with 
meager meals. There is one date still 
available – March 25. Please let the 
office know if you would like to host 
this date.   

*Next Council Meeting: Monday, 
March 9 at 7:45pm. 

*Next Voters’ Meeting: Sunday, 
April 19 after church (aprox.. 10:15) 

 
 
 

Our 175th 

Anniversary - 

February 2027 
Our 175th year is a time of 

celebration for Immanuel. We can 
think of the possibility of several 
events on different dates during the 
year, or we can think of just one 
celebratory service. What would you 
like to see happen? How about a 
specific theme? Perhaps "gratitude" 
or perhaps "community outreach".   

In preparation for the 175th, an 
anniversary committee is being 
formed. If you would like to be on the 
committee, please, let me know. I will 
serve as the chairperson.   

Any ideas you have about a 
special activity for the 175th, please, 
let me know. If you see me in the hall 
or after Bible Class, feel free to speak 
with me, or if you'd like, write your 
suggestion on one of the white 
attendance cards and drop it into the 
offering plate. I've already been given 
a few suggestions but look forward to 
receiving many more.   

In Christ we move forward with 
the planning of this special time, not 
only focusing on our past history, but 
also focusing on what role we want 
our church to take in the future of our 
community. Let your ideas and 
suggestions be creative and fresh.  

In Christ, Barbara Bleck 

CTK School 

News 
Greetings from CTK! 

The CTK girl’s basketball took 
second place in the gold division for 
the TCLL tournament. They have also 
qualified for the state tournament 
which was held at the end of 
February.  We will share the results 
next month.  Go Knights! 

CTK’s Academic Fair is coming 
soon!  On March 18, we welcome you 
to the gymnasium for a viewing of our 
projects from this school year.  The 
gym will be open from 3:15-6:30 that 
afternoon.  Our 7th graders will host a 
bake sale and our athletes will serve 
you spaghetti in Immanuel’s Great 
Room for the Meager Meal.  Finally, 
stay for the Lenten services when our 
7/8 Handbell group will play.    

CTK will be hosting a donation 
rummage sale this spring.  The dates 
for the sale will be March 20 from 3-
6pm and March 21 from 9am-
6pm.  We will be collecting 
household items and decor, as well as 
shed and outdoor items, from March 
9 to March 16.  Donations can be 
dropped off at the Sebewaing 
campus.  The ONLY clothing we will 
accept will be children and youth 
sizes.  Proceeds from the sale will go 
to the Scholarship Fund.  All 
donations are greatly appreciated.   If 
you are interested in helping set up, 
clean up, or during the sale, please 
reach out to Jen Yoder by 
email yoderj@ctkl.org or call the 
school (989) 883-3730.  Thank you in 
advance for your help and support! 

Congratulations to Ella Sattelberg 
for winning the Meemic art contest 
for the second year in a row.  She wins 
an Amazon Fire 8 HD tablet and $500 
for the school.  Her art will also be 
displayed in a special public art show 
gallery at the 2026 AAA Auto Expo 
in Dearborn this September. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Brink on 
being awarded the Sustainability 
Teacher Fellowship grant for a 

compost pile for next school 
year.  She was also awarded a mini 
grant through Frankenmuth Credit 
Union for $300 to go towards this 
year’s greenhouse project. 

CTK students and staff will enjoy 
their Spring Break from March 30 
through April 3. 

CTK Lunch Program: Are you 
interested in being a part of our Adopt 
Our Salad Bar for a Day program, but 
aren’t sure what to do next? Pick up a 
brochure at the back of the church.  

We are truly blessed here at CTK, 
to have all the continued prayers and 
support for the staff and students!  We 
greatly appreciate all that our 
congregations do for our 
school!  Thank you! 
 
God’s Blessings, 
Jen Yoder 
Principal 
 
 

Memorial & Gifts 
IMMANUEL GENERAL FUND 

IN MEMORY OF HAROLD GREMEL 

Aldine Fiebig 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

IN MEMORY OF HAROLD GREMEL 

Dennis & Sharon Priskorn 
Mark & Deb Krauss 
Ken & Janet Rink 
Don & Nancy Stecker 
Bill & Trudy Packard 
Ruth Craig 
Joan Walz 
Vic & Kathy Engelhardt 
Shelia Yackle 
Carol Poppy 
Shirley Priskorn 
Jim Bratton 
Marlene Schubert 
Jim & Judy Gremel 

CHRIST THE KING 

IN MEMORY OF JUDITH HALSTEAD 

Ron Winter – athletics  

IN MEMORY OF HAROLD GREMEL 

Ron Winter – athletics  
Carol Mammel – scholarship 
Mary Bauer  
Rich & Vera Wrobleski - scholarship    

mailto:yoderj@ctkl.org
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March 2026 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
1 

 
7:15 Elders Meeting 
9:00 Worship/C – 2  
10:15 SS & BC 

 

2 
 
5:00 Finance 
6:30 Worship/C 

3 
 
10:30 Bay View 
Gardens Devotions 
6:00 Pub. School Conf. 

4 
 
7:00 Men’s Study 
8:15 Chapel 
4:30 Evangelism 
5:00 meager meal 
  Spaghetti by CTK 
6:30 Worship – 3 

5 
 
11:30 CTK Release 
12:00 Bulletin Deadline 

6 7 

8 
 
9:00 Worship/C – 4  
10:15 SS & BC 
7:30 Youth Board 

9 
 
5:00 Finance 
6:30 Worship/C 
6:30 Trustees 
6:30 Stewardship 
7:45 Council 

10 
 
6:00 Pub. School Conf. 

11 
 
7:00 Men’s Study 
8:15 Chapel 
5:00 meager meal 
  Sloppy joes by CTK 
6:30 Worship – 5 

12 
 
12:00 Bulletin Deadline 
4:00 Mary Martha Guild 

13 
 
CTK No School 

14 

15 
 
9:00 Worship/C – 6  
10:15 SS & BC 
 

16 
 
CTK No School 
5:00 Finance 
6:30 Worship/C 
 

17 
 
6:00 Pub. School Conf. 

18 
 
7:00 Men’s Study 
8:15 Chapel 
CTK Academic Fair 
5:00 meager meal 
   Spaghetti by CTK 
6:30 Worship/C – 7  

19 
 
12:00 Bulletin Deadline 

4:00 Newsletter 
Deadline 

20 
 
CTK Rummage Sale 

21 
 
CTK Rummage Sale 

22 
 
9:00 Worship/C – 8  
10:15 SS & BC 
 

23 
 
5:00 Finance 
6:30 Worship/C 
 

24 
 
6:00 Pub. School Conf. 
7:00 Board of Ed 

25 
 
7:00 Men’s Study 
8:15 Chapel 
5:00 meager meal 
   
6:30 Worship – 9  

26 
 
12:00 Bulletin Deadline 

27 28 
 
 

Palm Sunday     29 
 
9:00 Worship/C – 1  
10:15 SS & BC 
 

30 
 
CTK No School 
5:00 Finance 
6:30 Worship/C 
 

31 
 
CTK No School 
1:00 LWML 
6:00 Pub. School Conf. 

   Flower Chairman 
Virginia Nitz 



 March Birthdays 
 
MARCH 1 
Walter Gremel 
Thomas Haag 
Brandon Kundinger 
 
MARCH 2 
Allison Dickson 
Ken Engelhardt 
Jayda Geiger 
Amanda Roggenbuck 
Valerie Zuzga 
 
MARCH 3 
Lance Beringer 
Christine Engelhardt 
Nancy Stecker 

 
MARCH 4 
Jim Bratton 
Louis LaPrairie 
Emily Meek 
Emma Shantz 
 
MARCH 5 
Debra Krauss 
Isabella Mammel 
John Volz 
 
MARCH 6 
Caleb Brink 
Gweneth Hahn 
Kennedy Kemp 
Amber Kranz 
 
MARCH 7 
Bentley Fritz 
Grayson Heckroth 
Carol Heidt  
Melinda Vermeersch 
 
MARCH 8 
No Birthdays 
 
MARCH 9 
Chloe Smith 
 
MARCH 10 
Jason Haag 
Wendy Schwartz 
Jacob Sting 
 
 
 

MARCH 11 
Evan Kata 
 
MARCH 12 
Warren Beers 
Annette Carson 
Jo Jubar 
Christine Walz 
 
MARCH 13 
Kayden Driscoll 
Tara Hofmeister 
Sawyer Mowery 
 
MARCH 14 
No Birthdays 
 
MARCH 15 
Steven Millerwise 
Luke Ruppert 
Carol Truemner 
Raelynn Vermeersch 
Terry Werschky 
Lorene Zagata 
 
MARCH 16 
Mary Bauer 
Janice Holland 
 
MARCH 17 
Seth Hofmeister 
Shirley Sherman 
Kristy Williamson 
 
MARCH 18 
Marci Rievert 
 
MARCH 19 
Bailey Fritz 
Donnel Holland 
Todd Lutz 
 
MARCH 20 
Craig Engelhardt 
Macklin Gangler 
Norma Kemp 
Cyriel Reige 
Madison Reithel 
Bennett Weber 
 
 
 
 

MARCH 21 
Barbara Gunsell 
Leann Holland 
Eugene Kata 
Owen Kauffold 
Kirk Payne 
Breanna Polega 
Matthew Rievert 
Paul Strieter 
Olivia Williamson 
 
MARCH 22 
Paul Crumm 
 
MARCH 23 
Howard Fiebig 
Cooper Smith 
 
MARCH 24 
Hailey Eremia 
Maxine Kauffold 
Gail Wilson 
Peg Wissner 
 
MARCH 25 
Katie Krauss 
Patricia Seabrook 
Ronald Winter 
 
MARCH 26 
Sharon Bauer 
 
MARCH 27 
LeEtta Bohn 
 
MARCH 28 
Marc’L Neumann 
Cameron Teeples 
 
MARCH 29 
Shaun Gremel 
Madeleine Royster 
 
MARCH 30 
Patrick Gregory 
Karissa McKellar 
Nashia Roberts 
 
MARCH 31 
Kenneth Walz 
 


