
 

  Inside                  

  Immanuel  
Faithful to God’s Word – we receive, celebrate and share Jesus Christ. 

 

Thank You 
We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our 

God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  
– 1 Thessalonians 1.2-3 

   ‘Thank you’ might be words not heard often enough in the church. It’s easy to take the work of others 
for granted, especially when we are used to a person volunteering for a particular job for years or decades 
on end. But those two words are important to hear. Thank you!  
   Thank you for being with us in worship. What an encouragement to have you with us at Immanuel each 
Sunday or Monday. Your presence is an encouragement to those around you and your pastor. Thank you 
for valuing Jesus and the fellowship we share to be with us each week. Sharing in the grace of God, given 
through the forgiveness of our sins, and fellowship with one another the body of Christ grows stronger. 
How blessed we are that you are here with us weekly.  
   Thank you for serving on boards and committees at Immanuel. We are blessed by so many who willingly 
step up and help out at Immanuel. Thank you for serving on our elders, school board, trustees, stewardship, 
evangelism, council, Sunday School, Collide, ushering, helping with CTK, changing banners, working 
with flowers, making funeral luncheons, assisting Orphan Grain Train, helping put up or take down 
decorations in church, making Advent and Lent meals, and the myriad of other ways that you help out 
here. There are so many ways that our members help at Immanuel- thank you for your willing service. 
Our congregation is strengthened because of you. Thank you! 
   Thank you for all you do for your brothers and sisters in Christ. How blessed we are to have a 
congregation that cares for one another. You pray for those in need, you bring meals, and with your words 
encourage them. You greet and visit with one another before and after worship and during other fellowship 
opportunities. You love your brothers and sisters as yourself. Thank you for your diligent care of one 
another.  
   Thank you for giving to your congregation. Of course, God needs no money. But our earthly 
congregation needs money to keep the ministry running smoothly. By your generosity and support 
Immanuel is able to continue operating. Few know how much you give, but your Lord does. The Lord 
loves a cheerful giver! Thank you for your deliberate and joyful giving to our congregation. Your gifts are 
a blessing. Thank you! 
   Often have I heard that those who serve much at Immanuel receive more back. Through serving others 
(and our congregation) we are blessed beyond measure. By your continual efforts our congregation 
continues. But why? Why do so many work so tirelessly for our congregation? You know why. Because 
you love Jesus and all He has done for us.  
   Jesus Christ crucified is the center of all we are and do at Immanuel. We receive Jesus in the Divine 
Service weekly for the forgiveness of our sins. He gives to us poor sinners who need so desperately His 
gift of forgiveness. We receive and are motivated by His gifts to give back to others around us and to serve 
our congregation. We serve that others would see what Jesus has done for us (and for them). We serve 
that we would have a place where Jesus would still be proclaimed and received. You serve because you 
have been first served by Jesus. 
   Thank you for showing forth your faith in your Lord and serving so wonderfully here at Immanuel. You 
are a blessing to your congregation and your brothers and sisters. While many might not see what you do 
day after day, your Lord sees. He knows the loving service you give.  Thank you for being you and serving 
here. You are a blessing to your pastor and your congregation. Thank you.  

In Jesus Christ, 
   Pastor Boyer 
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G.L.U.E 

“God Loves Us 

Eternally”  

 
Isaiah 60:1 
Arise, shine for your light has come 
and the glory of the Lord has risen 
upon you. 
 
     January 6th is the day we 
celebrated Epiphany, which 
celebrates the coming of Christ and 
His divine nature, particularly from 
the visit by the Maji (Wise Men).  It’s 
God bringing His Son to be the Savior 
of all people, including us, the 
Gentiles. 
     Epiphany is more than a day, it’s a 
season, continuing until the beginning 
of Lent.  It’s God’s introduction of 
His Son to the world, the beginning of 
Jesus’ presence, as a human being 
among the people.  When Jesus was 
baptized, the Holy Spirit descended 
upon Him.  He would go on to preach 
the Word of God and perform 
miracles.  
     The last event of the Epiphany 
Season is the Transfiguration of our 
Lord.  Epiphany reveals the reason 
Jesus came to us as one of us.  It 
fulfills God’s promise of a messiah to 
save all people, to die for us, forgiving 
us all our sins.  To be raised from the 
dead, ascend into Heaven with the 
promise that if we believe in Him we, 
too, will have everlasting life! 
     Here is an epiphanized list to 
consider (Lutheran Witness, January 
1, 2007, “The Splendor of 
Epiphany.”) 

1. Share the splendor of Epiphany as 
God did by the guiding star and 
worship Jesus with precious gifts. 

2. Draw on your baptism for 
comfort, confidence and courage. 

3. Use your newness of life to care 
for others. 

4.  Let the words of your mouth and 
the meditation of your heart be 
acceptable to the Lord. 

5.  Live a life of love described by 
St. Paul. 

6.  Excel in building up the church. 
7.  Strive to live the “blessed” life 

outlined by Jesus. 
8.  Remember that Jesus is God’s 

Son and Chosen One. 
9.  Listen to Him. 
 
Epiphany, the season that shows us 
that God Loves Us Eternally! 
 
God’s blessings to all! 
Jim Bratton 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
MONTH OF DECEMBER 2025 

Receipts         $  117,063.64 
Less Expenses                   - 66,699.90 
Operating Income              50,363.74 
Deficit Reduction                   28,130.00 
Net Income             78,493.74 

 
CASH IN BANK & ON HAND 

Petty Cash           100.00 
Independent Checking  112,809.77  
Independent Savings            65,509.12 
Ind Bank CD       78,071.15 
Ind Bank CD                          78,501.35 
Ind Bank CD      50,000.00 
Ind Bank CD      50,000.00 
Restricted Savings       -219,823.13 
Total                    $240,168.26 
 
 
 

Official Acts 

MARRIAGES 
December 20 Cooper & Marissa 

(Morton) Kauffold 
 

DEATHS 
December 7  Emily Smith 
December 13 LeRoy Schweitzer 
December 19 Katherine Ricker 
December 24 Judith Halstead 
January 18  Harold Gremel  

 

March Newsletter 

Deadline: 

Wednesday, 

February 18, 2026 
 

 
Council Meeting 

January 12 

 Elders: There is a change in the 
wording of the wedding contracts to 
include organist or recorded music for 
$150. Elders will be reviewing the 
inactive members list in February. 
Update on the 175th Anniversary 
planning – “God is with us forever” is 
our theme. Discussion was had on a 
youth led service, possible t-
shirts/sweatshirts, a reception, etc. 
Please share any recommendations or 
ideas with Barbara Bleck. Officer 
Gokey will be coming to do an 
updated safety review of the church 
and school on January 26. We have a 
quote for the automatic door; we plan 
to wait for the safety walk through to 
make decisions on this. Elders have 
increased Pastors’ mileage from 70 to 
72.5 cents per mile. 
 Trustees: Nothing new to report. 
 Stewardship: 300 recipes have 
been submitted for the cookbook, we 
can still add more. The last date to 
have recipes included is February 22. 
Stewardship is reaching out to Julie 
Burgess to come talk to the 
congregation about including the 
church in estate planning. Red Letter 
Challenge books for over Lent will be 
pre-pay. Those purchasing before 
January 19 will receive a $5 discount. 
Books purchased after this date will 
be $20. The Stewardship meager meal 
will be tacos served on February 25! 
 Evangelism: No report given. 
 Youth: On December 21 
Collide’s Jr High group had their 
Christmas party with 14 in 
attendance. The Jimmy Jam semi-
formal dance was held this weekend 
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with about 70 kids in attendance, 
everything went smoothly! February 
18 Collide will host a soup supper 
meager meal with chicken noodle, 
chili and potato soups available. 
Sunday, February 21 there will be an 
information meeting for any student 
(current grades 8-12) wishing to 
attend the conference this year on 
Mackinac Island. The conference is 
June 28-July 1. A large private 
donation was received by Collide, it 
will be used to complete the masonry 
work in the youth room.  
 School Board: Credit Card 
processing is up and running for use 
at the school including taking tuition 
payments. It is not available to use 
when buying scrip. Over the next two 
months the school board will be 
reviewing staffing needs and tuition. 
We have located the 2020 safety 
review, this will be handy when we 
meet with Officer Gokey. Planning 
for Musicfest is on track. 

Principal’s Report: The A girls 
basketball season has begun. 
Lutheran Schools Week is January 
23-February 1. The Holly Jolly Fair 
was well attended, plans are already 
being made for next year. CTK will 
host a rummage sale this spring. 
 President’s Report: At the next 
Voters meeting we will be voting on 
the constitution change to lower the 
number of meetings per year. 
 Vice President’s Report: A 
reminder that it’s the time of year to 
be working on budgets and ballots. 
 Pastor’s Report: February 1 is 
the Lutheran Hour Rally at 2pm. We 
will be livestreaming it in the Great 
Room. Lent begins February 18 with 
Ash Wednesday – we will be 
covering the Parables of Jesus. We 
will have visitors from Bethlehem 
with their handmade crafts on March 
29. August 2 will be CEF Sunday.  
  

Next Council Meeting: Monday, 
February 9, 7:45 p.m. 

Next Voters’ Meeting: Sunday, 
February 1, immediately following 

church. This is the rescheduled 
January meeting. 

Our 175th 

Anniversary - 

February 2027 
Our 175th year is a time of 

celebration for Immanuel. We can 
think of the possibility of several 
events on different dates during the 
year, or we can think of just one 
celebratory service. What would you 
like to see happen? How about a 
specific theme? Perhaps "gratitude" 
or perhaps "community outreach".   

In preparation for the 175th, an 
anniversary committee is being 
formed. If you would like to be on the 
committee, please, let me know. I will 
serve as the chairperson.   

Any ideas you have about a 
special activity for the 175th, please, 
let me know. If you see me in the hall 
or after Bible Class, feel free to speak 
with me, or if you'd like, write your 
suggestion on one of the white 
attendance cards and drop it into the 
offering plate. I've already been given 
a few suggestions but look forward to 
receiving many more.   

In Christ we move forward with 
the planning of this special time, not 
only focusing on our past history, but 
also focusing on what role we want 
our church to take in the future of our 
community. Let your ideas and 
suggestions be creative and fresh.  

In Christ, Barbara Bleck 

 
 

 

Confirmation and 

Graduation Gowns 
 Eighth grade parents: It’s now 
time to think about ordering 
confirmation and graduation caps and 
gowns.  An information letter will be 
mailed out and a google form will be 
emailed soon. Please use either option 
to let the church office know of your 
order by February 28 if you need a cap 
and gown, just a gown, just a cap and 

tassel or if you don’t need anything. 
It is your choice to use a gown from a 
previous year. Payment is not needed 
until you pick up your items when 
they come in.   

CTK School 

News 
Greetings from CTK! 

We have officially started the 
second half of this school year!  It is 
crazy how time flies! 

Our A girls basketball season is in 
full swing!  It is hard to believe their 
season will come to a close already on 
February 15, when the TCLL 
tournament will take place. 

Thank you to everyone who 
donated items and supplies for our 
first Holly Jolly Christmas Fair!  We 
had 51 student shoppers and raised 
$860.  Funds raised were used as seed 
money for next year, awards for other 
fundraiser prizes, and the remaining 
was split to be used for the extra clubs 
the teachers have started.  These clubs 
include the Book Club, the Crochet 
Club, the STEM Club, and a new 
Craft Club.  We truly appreciate all 
the help in making this new event 
possible! 

We celebrated Lutheran Schools 
Week from January 25-February 
1.  The theme this year was “Make a 
Joyful Noise.”  The students sang at 
both churches to kickoff and end the 
week.  They participated in many fun 
activities during the week and had 
many fun spirit dress up days as well. 

Teachers and students will honor 
President’s Day with a long weekend, 
February 13-16. 

We are truly blessed here at CTK, 
to have all the continued prayers and 
support for the staff and students!  We 
greatly appreciate all that our 
congregations do for our 
school!  Thank you! 
 
God’s Blessings, 
Jen Yoder 
Principal 
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Memorial & Gifts 
IMMANUEL GENERAL FUND 

IN MEMORY OF NEVA FINKBEINER 

Jack Buehler 
Larry & Lois Dressler 
Deb Kundinger 
Jerry & Michele Harbuck 
Ken & Janet Rink 
Larraine Ricker 
Paul & Diane Strieter 
Don & Mary Jahr 
Kim & Kim Hedley 
Tim & Cindy Smith 
Renee Francisco 
Randy & Kim Ewald 
Mike & Jeanette Bach 
Dave & Janet Sharpsteen 
Barbara Neuman 
Virginia Nitz 
Jean-Marc & LeeAnn Isaaz 
Nancy Layher 

IN MEMORY OF MICK DEERING 

Roger & Deb Bloomfield 

IN MEMORY OF EMILY SMITH 

Jack Buehler 
Sharon Bauer 
Sebewaing Light and Water 
Gayle Genow 
Barb Weisenbach 
Kathryn Southworth 
Ken & Judy Fuerst 
Roger & Linda Engelhardt 
Patricia Seabrook 
Scott Millerwise 
Howie & Beth Fiebig 
Don & Pat Holland 
Mike & Lorene Zagata 
Larry & Lois Dressler 
Virginia Nitz 
Pete & Jodi Smith 

IN MEMORY OF LEROY SCHWEITZER 

Jack Buehler 
Glenn Vogel 
Clare & Kathy Swartzendruber 
Kerry & Gloria McKellar 
Philip & Lois Talaski 
Chad & Linda Loeffler 
Bill & Sue Kain 
Don & Mary Jahr 
John & Sue Brecht 
Larraine Ricker 
Joyce Jahr 
Arlin & Susan Herford 
Bruce & Shelly Mannikko 
Pat & Leroy Elliott 
Ken & Janet Rink 
Dick & Lucille Welchner 

Kevin & Mary Sting 
Kevin & Shelia Truemner 
James Geiger 
Robert Becker 
Larry Kuhl – cemetery  
Doug & Virginia Nitz 
Keith & Nan Salter 
William & Elaine Fournier 
Joann Ross & family 
Mike & Lorene Zagata 
Gene Fuerst 
Cal & Nola Kauffman 
Virgil & Tami Peplinski 
Frank & Shelia Mortimer 
Thomas & Annette Schweitzer 

IN MEMORY OF KATHERINE RICKER 

Nancy Layher 
Randy Ewald family 
Dale & Janet Ewald 
Tom & Renee Eurich 
Kristine Koch 
Gail Anderson 
Jim & Jean Hagen 
Sue Williamson 
Aileen Kunisch 
Mark & Deb Krauss 
Tom & Jan Sting 
Donna Zeilinger 
Patricia Anderson 

IN MEMORY OF JUDITH HALSTEAD 

Jack Buehler  

Larry & Lois Dressler 
Nancy Layher 
Mary Martha Guild 
Aldine Fiebig 
Steve & Ursula Gangler 
Jim & Mary Engelhardt 
Tom & Janice Sting 
Sandy Marxhausen 
Class of 1962 
Terry & Sharon Werschky 
Mike & Lisa Gremel 
David & Tricia Smith 
Larry & Karen Prime 
Mike & Terry Zimmer 
Eric & Lynette Ballard 
Joyce Schwartz 
Joyce Jahr 
Tim & Sandy Irion 
Deb Goslin (Prime) 
Sandy Gettel 
Raymond Baur 
Norman & Florence Kuhl 
Paul & Teresa Kayden 
Don & Pat Holland 
Jim & Mary Pelham 
Dan & Gloria Beringer 
Virginia Nitz 
Joan Walz 

Mike & Lorene Zagata 
Rod & Lois Bohn and family 
Jeri Dugan 
Nancy Brown 
Sharon Bauer 
Don & Kathy Fiebig 

IN MEMORY OF MICHAEL BACH 

Nancy Layher 
Jack Buehler 

IN MEMORY OF HAROLD GREMEL 

Norman & Florence Kuhl 
Tammy Gremel 
Bruce Baur 
Glenn Vogel 
Roger & Arlene Bachman 
Joyce Jahr 
Gwen Schram 
Roger & Geri Vermeersch 
Rod & Carol Truemner 
Dale & Janet Ewald 

IN HONOR OF DALE & JANET EWALD 

Randy & Kim Ewald 
Tom & Renee Ewald 

IMMANUEL RADIO 

IN MEMORY OF CAROLYN SMITH 

Harold Engelhardt 

IN MEMORY OF JUDITH HALSTEAD 

Theresa Nitz 

MARY MARTHA GUILD 

IN MEMORY OF JUDITH HALSTEAD 

Rod & Carol Truemner 
Anne & Eric Bell 

COLLIDE 

IN MEMORY OF JUDITH HALSTEAD 

Warren & Connie Reithel 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

IN MEMORY OF HAROLD GREMEL 

Jim & Connie Bunke 
Jack Buehler 
Lou LaPrairie 
Terry & Becky Haag 
Richard Kern 
Todd & Tamara Lutz 
Larry & Shelly Lenz 
Norbert Haag 
Bruce & Deb Kundinger 
Bryce & Connie Kundinger 
Al & Lorraine Kundinger 
Jeff & Lynn Valentine 
Richard Gremel 
James Ewald 
Paul & Diane Strieter 
Don & Mary Jahr 
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Dean & Beth Kuhl 
Craig & Bea Gremel 
Mike & Sherry Gaeth 
Randy & Tracy Gremel 
Ken Engelhardt 
Tom & Jan Sting 
Tim & Debbie Kubacki 
Troy Strieter 
Dan & Gloria Beringer 
Neal Gettel 
Duane & LoAnn Rieman 

175 ANNIVERSARY FUND 

IN HONOR OF BARBARA BLECK 

Mike & Lorene Zagata 

CHRIST THE KING 

IN MEMORY OF NEVA FINKBEINER 

Rich & Vera Wrobleski - scholarship 

IN MEMORY OF LINDA WOLFRAM 

Tracy Herman 

IN MEMORY OF WARREN DONAHUE 

John & Lori Kemp – Athletics  
Carol Mammel 
Mark & Candice Reithel 

IN MEMORY OF EMILY SMITH 

Ryan Loeffler 
Warren & Sandy Juengel 
Dennis & Becky Engelhardt 
Stan Menzel 
Tim & Sandy Irion – scholarship 

IN MEMORY OF LEROY SCHWEITZER 

Rich & Vera Wrobleski – scholarship  

IN MEMORY OF JUDITH HALSTEAD 

Donna Thede 
Ryan Thede & Trish 
Aaron & Cassandra Thede 
Steve & Patti Gremel 
Carol Mammel 

IN MEMORY OF HAROLD GREMEL 

Tim & Sandy Irion – scholarship  

IN HONOR OF KATHIE & RODNEY 

KUHL’S 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

Donna Thede  
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February 2026 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
 
7:15 Elders Meeting 
9:00 Worship/C – 5  
9:00 K-8 sing at Imm 
10:15 SS & Voters 
2:00 Lutheran Hour 
Rally in Great Room 

 

2 
 
5:00 Finance 
6:30 Worship/C 

3 
 
10:30 Bay View 
Gardens Devotions 
6:00 Pub. School Conf. 

4 
 
7:00 Men’s Study 
8:15 Chapel 
11:30 CTK Release 
4:30 Evangelism 

5 
 
12:00 Bulletin Deadline 

6 7 

8 
 
9:00 Worship/C – 6  
10:15 SS & BC 
7:30 Youth Board 

9 
 
5:00 Finance 
6:30 Worship/C 
6:30 Trustees 
6:30 Stewardship 
7:45 Council 

10 
 
6:00 Pub. School Conf. 

11 
 
8:15 Chapel 
 

12 
 
12:00 Bulletin Deadline 
4:00 Mary Martha Guild 

13 
 
CTK No School 

14 

15 
 
9:00 Worship/C – 7  
10:15 SS & BC 
 

President’s Day   16 
 
CTK No School 
5:00 Finance 
6:30 Worship/C 
 

17 
 
6:00 Pub. School Conf. 

Ash Wednesday  18 
 
8:15 Chapel 
5:30 meager meal 
     Soup by Collide 
6:30 Worship/C – 8  

19 
 
12:00 Bulletin Deadline 

20 21 

22 
 
9:00 Worship/C – 9  
10:15 SS & BC 
 

23 
 
5:00 Finance 
6:30 Worship/C 
 

24 
 
6:00 Pub. School Conf. 
7:00 Board of Ed 

25 
 
8:15 Chapel 
5:30 meager meal 
  Tacos by Stewardship 
6:30 Worship – 1  

26 
 
12:00 Bulletin Deadline 

27 28 
 

Flower Chairman 
Linda Engelhardt 



February Birthdays 

 
 
 
FEBRUARY 1 

Connie Gangler 
Dana Lutz 
Timothy L Smith 
 
FEBRUARY 2 

No Birthdays 
 
FEBRUARY 3 

Madison Kemp 
Emily Rieman 
James Weisenbach 
 
FEBRUARY 4 

Cole Kelly 
Stanley Menzel 
 
FEBRUARY 5 

Bruce Jubar 
Ramzee Kuhl 
 
FEBRUARY 6 

No Birthdays 
 
FEBRUARY 7 

Renee Eurich 
Stephen Gangler 
Holli Vogel 
 
FEBRUARY 8 

June Armbruster 
Rebecca Fiebig 
 
FEBRUARY 9 

Chad Hornbacher 
David Lutz 
Toni Mitchell-Treder 
 
FEBRUARY 10 

Carla Alderson 
Sophia Schwartz 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 11 

Janet Beers 
John Buehler 
Hannah Irion 
William H Kauffold 
Gabriella Vasani 
 
FEBRUARY 12 

Brenda Hofmeister 
Hailey Lutz 
Glenn Vogel 
Mary Wissner 
  
FEBRUARY 13 

Ethan Dexter 
Rod House 
Charlotte Menzel 
Jace Mireles 
 
FEBRUARY 14 

Ryan Ewald 
Madelyn Fritz 
Gerald Gross 
Loretta Tope 
 
FEBRUARY 15 

James Millerwise 
Easton Mowery 
Stephanie Neuman 
 
FEBRUARY 16 

Benjamin Abke 
Tiffany Androl 
Devin Bach 
Lauren Fischer 
 
FEBRUARY 17 

Jennifer Bohn 
Kristy Sting 
 
FEBRUARY 18 

Jeffery Tietz 
Leah Vermeersch 
 
FEBRUARY 19 

Nancy Brown 
 
 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 20 

Eric Dressler 
Kenneth Rice 
 
FEBRUARY 21 

No Birthdays  
 
FEBRUARY 22 

Sienna Vasani 
 
FEBRUARY 23 

Kayla Gangler 
Marc Geiger 
Arlene Sbresny 
Cynthia Smith 
 
FEBRUARY 24 

Matthew Gremel 
Randy Jahr 
Michael Rievert 
Logan Sutton 
 
FEBRUARY 25 

Taylor Alderson 
 
FEBRUARY 26 

Mason Janke 
Tyson Knaub 
 
FEBRUARY 27 

Garrett Adam 
Evelyn Herman 
Donna Pavlichek 
 
FEBRUARY 28 

Duane Rieman 
 
FEBRUARY 29 

Michele Harbuck 
John Kemp 
Barbara Nitz 
 
 
 
 
 


