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Juneteenth is a holiday commemorating the freedom of the 
slaves in the United States. The name Juneteenth is a 

combination of the words June and nineteenth. The day is 
also called Emancipation Day and Freedom Day.
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The day is celebrated in the United States mostly by African-
Americans. It is most celebrated in the state of Texas where 
it has been an official state holiday since 1980. Many other 

states recognize the day as either an official holiday or 
observance.
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The Emancipation Proclamation was issued by Abraham 
Lincoln on September 22, 1862. It went into effect on 

January 1, 1863. However, slaves were not set free in the 
Confederacy until Union army was able to come in and 
take over. On June 18, 1865 the Union army arrived in 

Galveston, Texas. The next day, June 19th, General Gordon 
Granger announced that the slaves in Texas were free by 

order of the president of the United States.

The former slaves in Galveston celebrated the day that 
they were set free. The first Juneteenth celebration took 

place the very next year.
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