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The Arizona Farm Bureau is proud
to empower the agricultural industry

through grassroots advocacy,
communication and education.

As the Voice of Arizona Agriculture
we believe the $23.3 billion agriculture industry

is critical for a prosperous Arizona.
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Arizona FFA Foundation Welcome

Heather Rayner
Dear Friends of FFA,

Welcome to the Fifth Annual Blue & Gold Gala! 
The Arizona Agricultural Education/FFA Foundation is 
proud to have our supporters join us for our virtual gala 
to raise funds in support of the more than 10,000 FFA 
students statewide. The money raised tonight, along with 
financial support from our sponsors and donors, will 
enable the Foundation to fulfill its mission of ‘providing 
expanded educational and leadership opportunities for 
the agricultural education programs across the state of 
Arizona.’ 
 
Why is this essential? As the country’s premier youth 
leadership development program, the FFA program, combined with the agricultural 
education teachers’ leadership, provides a fact-based hands-on education to 
ensure the American Agricultural Industry’s future success, food production 
independence and national security.  The importance of the education the FFA 
students in Arizona receive cannot be overestimated. These students may include a 
future scientist that finds the cure for another virus or the ability to increase food 
production in an area of the world that is starving. 
 
This is why your virtual participation is so important. We value your support as see 
celebrate the FFA and the importance of agricultural education. 
 
I also wish to extend my appreciation to the Gala committee, especially its Co-
Chairs Farrah Smith, Foundation Treasurer, and Elizabeth Foster, Foundation 
Secretary. I’d also like to thank our Executive Director, Rochell Planty, for her work 
on our behalf. They have worked hard to make tonight’s virtual Gala special, and I 
applaud them for their efforts.  In addition, I’d like to thank the Board of Trustees 
for supporting this event. 
 
Thank you again for joining in our virtual Gala and supporting our exceptional 
youth and their teachers!

Sincerely,

Heather Rayner 
President

CHAIRPERSON
Farrah Smith 

CO-CHAIRPERSON
Liz Foster

COMMITTEE
Kevin Berrigan

Sara Burris
Jane Carmichael

Darcy Cook
Bryan Geiger

Peggy Jo Goodfellow
Tawnee Hernandez

Rebecca Hobert
Wendi Hurst

Stephanie Liesner
Leigh Loughead 
Bethany Matos
Shelley Mellon 
Amber Morin

Eli Parham
Scott Pilchard

Heather Rayner
Matthew Roeder

Kevin Rogers
Mary Smith

Tori Summey
Cash Veo

Tammie Zimmerman
Travis Zimmerman

FOUNDATION STAFF
Rochell Planty, Executive Director

Sheri Derr, Administrative Assistant

AUCTIONEER
Anna Aja

A special thank you to all of  
our volunteers for contributing  54
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Welcome Letter

Stefanie Smallhouse
Good Evening and welcome to the Biggest 
Night in Arizona Agriculture, the 2019 Blue 
and Gold Gala!  � e Arizona Farm Bureau 
Federation and Farm Bureau Financial 
Services are honored to continue our support 
as the Presenting Sponsors for a third year.  
A bright future for agriculture is reliant 
on strong relationships, advocacy and 
education.  Our long-time partnership with 
Arizona Association FFA is based upon our 
shared mission of agricultural education and 
premier leadership development.    

� ank you for joining us this evening in 
supporting such an important program, � lled 
with our leaders for tomorrow.  We know 
these young people embrace challenges.  We 
know through their hands-on learning, their 
experiences of both success and failure, their service to others, and taking 
responsibility for their actions, they will lead the next generation with great 
promise.  We also know that the Arizona Association FFA needs all of our 
support to continue providing such great opportunities for our youth.

� is evening you will enjoy a memorable time with friends and colleagues. 
Please consider this an opportunity for you to make an investment in the 
next generation of Arizona’s leaders through the Arizona Agricultural 
Education/FFA Foundation. � ese young people will move on to be 
agricultural ambassadors, educators, scientists, agri-business entrepreneurs 
and community leaders.  No matter their chosen profession, our future is 
brighter knowing the foundation with which they begin their life journey.   
Let’s all acknowledge a program � lled with passionate, hard-working teachers, 
volunteers, parents and youth. 

Congratulations to this evening’s award honorees: � e Kemper & Ethel Marley 
Foundation and Dennis Bagnall as you de� ne what is so important about 
the National FFA and the Arizona Association FFA through your leadership, 
volunteerism and passion for education and agriculture.

Stefanie Smallhouse
President, Arizona Farm Bureau

7

100 YEARS AND GROW
ING

1 9 2 1  -  2 0 2 1

7

The Arizona Cotton Growers Association
proudly sponsors the

State FFA Officers’ jackets & official dress

Good evening and welcome to the Biggest Night in Arizona Agriculture, the 2021 Blue and Gold 
Gala! The Arizona Farm Bureau Federation and Farm Bureau Financial Services are honored to 
continue our support as the Presenting Sponsors for a fifth year.  

Since we last met to celebrate Arizona’s FFA youth and the Foundation, life has certainly been 
challenging in so many ways.  Our food system and all those involved in the supply chain, from the 
farm to the crop consultant and the packer to the grocer, were under immense pressure to provide 
safe, affordable and abundant food during a period of intense consumer demand.  This highlighted 
the efficiencies we have achieved in Arizona agriculture and the importance of local farms and 
ranches in supply chain resilience.   

Our long-time partnership with Arizona Association FFA is based on our shared interests of 
agriculture education, premier leadership development and a strong agriculture industry in Arizona! 
What better way to ensure that Arizona’s food and fiber production will always be at the ready than 
to invest in its youth, its future.  The youth will develop the new skill sets, new technologies, and new 
ideas and continue that entrepreneurial spirit of agriculture necessary to be successful. 

On this evening with friends and colleagues, let’s celebrate their achievements and show our appreciation 
for the volunteers, educators, parents and youth that bring passion and hard work to this program. 

Congratulations to this evening’s award winners Dr. George Seperich and Richard Lunt as you 
define what is so important about the National FFA and the Arizona Association FFA through your 
leadership, volunteerism and passion for education and agriculture. And thank you to all of you for 
joining us this evening!

Very Sincerely, 

Stefanie Smallhouse 
President, Arizona Farm Bureau Federation

Ben Bjerk 
Regional Manager, Farm Bureau Financial Services
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• Agribusiness & Water Council of Arizona
• Arizona Agricultural Teachers Association
• Arizona Cattle Growers Association
• Arizona Grain/ Hickman’s Egg Ranch
• Arizona Grain Research & Promotion Council
• Ken & Judy Williams/ANA Fund
• Dugan Dairy
• Farm Bureau Financial Service –  

Stephen Goucher, Agent
• Geiger Electric
• Bruce Heiden
• Rick Lehman-Marana Stockyards  

& TLAY Video Sales

• Maricopa County Farm Bureau
• Mellon Farms
• M&S Equipment
• Otto & Edna Neely Foundation
• Piazzo Dairy
• Rousseau Farming Company
• George & Barbara Seperich
• Southwest Risk Management
• Summit Electrical, Inc.
• Supima – Sponsored State FFA Officers 
• The Jace D. Roeder Foundation 
• Western Milling
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President, Heather Rayner
Vice President, Kevin Rogers, Arizona Cotton Growers Association
Secretary, Liz Foster, Maricopa County Farm Bureau
Treasurer, Farrah Smith, Piazzo Dairy
Past President, Stephen Goucher, Farm Bureau Financial Services
At-Large, Grant Boice, Gilbert
At-Large, Richard McPherson, Rio Rico Agriculture Teachers

Tyler Bowen, Coteva Agriscience
Karalea Cox, Common Sense Consulting
Bryan Gieger, Gieger Eletric
Jim Klinker, Mesa
Leigh Loughead, Gowan Company
Gary McKenzie, Farm, Inc.
Colin Mellon, Mellon Farms
Doug Norton, Farm Credit West
Scott Pilchard, Farm Bureau Wealth Management
Chris Udall, Agribusiness & Water Council of Arizona
Ricardo Valencia, Luna Valencia Strategy Group
Scott Whitten, Surprise
Ken Williams, Gilbert
Travis Zimmerman, OneGuard Home Warranties
 
EX-OFFICIO REPRESENTATIVES:
Raney Embree Brown, FFA Alumni Representative
Kevin Hicks, AATA Representative
Dr. Robert Torres, U of A College of Agriculture, Dept. of Agricultural Education, 
Technology and Innovation 
Bruce Watkins, State Supervisor of Agricultural Education

CONSULTANTS TO THE BOARD:
Ashton Redd, 2020-2021 State FFA President
Bethany Matos, State FFA Executive Secretary

FOUNDATION STAFF:
Sheri Derr, Administrative Assistant
Rochell Planty, CMP, CFE, Executive Director

CONTACT US:
Arizona Agricultural Education/FFA Foundation
PO Box 5310
Glendale, AZ 85312
www.azffafoundation.org
(602) 705-9211

Arizona Agricultural 
Education/FFA Foundation  

Board of Trustees

President 
Ashton Redd

 
Vice President 

Samson Harris 
 

Secretary 
Paige Johnson

 
Treasurer 
Nelson Leany 

Reporter 
Livi Lawrence 

 
Sentinel 

Dylan Gilmore 

Vice President at Large 
Bailey George

Vice President at Large 
Caylen Haggard 

Vice President at Large 
JoseEnrique Lechuga

Vice President at Large 
Avery Sawyer 

Vice President at Large 
Kailey Faulkner

State FFA Advisor 
Mr. Bruce Watkins

 
State FFA Executive 

Secretary 
Ms. Bethany Matos

 
State FFA Consultant 

Kevin Berrigan

Arizona Association FFA
2020-2021 State Officer Team

& State Staff

11
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Special  
Thank You  

To Our Donors

12

Stotz Equipment

Wilbur Ellis – Yuma Division

Yuma County Farm Bureau

Farm Bureau Financial Services 
 – Agent, Steve Goucher

Menges Ranch

Lyreedale Farms

Empire – Yuma Division

SUPPORTING 
EDUCATION, 
TOGETHER.
Investing in our future means investing in our 
teachers and educational programs. SRP is 
proud to support organizations and programs 
like the Arizona Agricultural Education/FFA 
Foundation that are committed to advocating 
for tomorrow’s workforce. In our opinion, your 
efforts are best in class.   

srpcares.com
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Electrical District 
Number Eight 

We provide and manage 
resources to enhance and 

sustain agriculture’s 
contribution to prosperity in 

Maricopa and Yuma 
Counties. 

Anna Aja is a third-generation auctioneer with a passion for helping 
non-profits reach their maximum earning potential. As a graduate of the 
University of Arizona and Mendenhall School of Auctioneering, Anna 
utilizes her education and her honest and heartfelt approach to help each 
client reach their goals. Anna is a proud product of the FFA, serving as 
the 2003-2004 Arizona State FFA President and holds her American FFA 
Degree. She and her husband, Bass reside in Stanfield with their three 
rambunctious children.

Introducing Our Auctioneer

Anna Aja 
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Blue & Gold Gala Impact
As we celebrate our 5th annual gala tonight, we look 

back at the significant impact this event has made on the 
Foundation. Most notably, the effect has been made to 
the beneficiaries, including the Arizona Association FFA, 
Arizona Agriculture Teachers Association, University 
of Arizona, Department of Agricultural Education 
Technology and Innovation, and the Arizona FFA 
Alumni. 

Through the generous supports of the sponsors and 
attendees of the gala, we have been able to accomplish the 
following:

• Endow new scholarships
• Fund FFA Career Development Events
• Fund Proficiency Award Programs
• Continue supporting the Teacher Retention Initiative program
• New Teacher Induction Program

Our supporters make a significant difference in helping FFA members reach 
their full potential and develop young people who are the leaders we need for 
tomorrow and support our agricultural educators.

HARD
AT WORK It’s tough working out in the desert 

sun. But for the 2020 F-150, tough is 
easy. With class-leading capability and 
best-in-class payload*, the F-150 is built
for a hard day’s work. 

2020 FORD F-150
SEE YOUR LOCAL FORD DEALER 
FOR SPECIAL OFFERS

DESERT FORD DEALERS
BUYFORDNOW.COM

*Class is Full-Size Pickups under 8,500 lbs. GVWR. See label on door jamb for carrying capacity of a specific vehicle.
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tomorrow and support our agricultural educators.

HARD
AT WORK It’s tough working out in the desert 

sun. But for the 2020 F-150, tough is 
easy. With class-leading capability and 
best-in-class payload*, the F-150 is built
for a hard day’s work. 

2020 FORD F-150
SEE YOUR LOCAL FORD DEALER 
FOR SPECIAL OFFERS

DESERT FORD DEALERS
BUYFORDNOW.COM

*Class is Full-Size Pickups under 8,500 lbs. GVWR. See label on door jamb for carrying capacity of a specific vehicle.



Sam L. Smith, a 19-year-old FFA member and Country 
and Christian Country Recording Artist based in Mt. 
Sterling, Kentucky, brings that true-country essence to the 
music scene. On any given weekend, you’re likely to find 
Sam racing his horse in a barrel event, striving to make 
every turn clean and fast, or singing at a Sunday morning 
service, seeking to touch every heart. 
 
Since he began singing for audiences at the age of 14, Sam 
has sung at around 100+ churches and 30+ events like fairs 
and festivals. In 2017, Sam won the National Barrel Horse 
Association’s Idol (singing) competition, allowing him to be 
recognized in a national setting, winning the chance to sing 
the national anthem, and perform for 3,500 people! In 2019, 
Smith was recognized at the National FFA Convention for 
being Top 3 in the National Talent. He has also performed 
on RFD TV in 2020 featuring his Blue Jacket’s song.

Entertainment

Sam L. Smith
Sponsored by Bales Family Hay & Feed Store

Sam L. Smith

We invite you to join us tonight in giving a gift that gives! A gift from your 
heart can change an FFA member’s entire life story.  Whether it’s funding 
student scholarships, supporting teacher retention programs or helping us 
meet the needs of the Arizona FFA Association, your gift from the heart will 
impact the transformative experience of being a member of the FFA and will 
leave a legacy for generations to come for the future of Arizona Agriculture.  
We will offer you the opportunity tonight to make your gift and ask that you 
please think about supporting us at one of these levels. With your support, 
there is no limit to what we can achieve. 

 $5,000 $2,500
 $1,000 $500 
 $250 $100
 

Thank you for your generosity!

19

Jerry Wheeler 
Cullison, a lifetime 
farmer of 61 years and 
resident of Wellton, 
Arizona, passed away 
on August 13, 2020, at 
82, with his family by 
his side. Jerry devoted 
his life to supporting 
FFA and agricultural 
education through 
selfless service. Serving 
as a National FFA 
Officer in 1957-1958, helping establish the Arizona Agricultural Education/FFA Foundation 
in 1985 and continuing to provide support and insight as a member of the Foundation board 
until June 2020. Jerry and his wife Lynne have supported FFA on the local, state and national 
levels. The Jerry & Lynne Cullison Family Endowment has been set up to honor Jerry and the 
contributions he and Lynne have made in their lifetimes.

Donations can be made online www.azffafoundation.org/seeds-for-the-future.

In Memory of Founding Member 
& Past President Jerry Cullison
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University’s Polytechnic campus in Mesa. He has served as associate dean of the Morrison 
School, and the director of the Division of Agriculture and helped originate the School of 
Agribusiness and Environmental Resources from the Division of Agriculture.

He has published numerous scientific articles, symposia, book chapters and he has written 
eight books, five in agribusiness and three in food science. He has been recognized as a 
teacher/mentor by several organizations over the years. 

George served on the agricultural industry committee that established the legislation 
organizing and founding the Arizona Department of Agriculture (the only academic 
involved) and has served as liaison to the rector/president, Instituto de Tecnologico De 
Sonora through two presidents.

He is currently serving as President of Project CENTRL’s board of directors and treasurer 
of the Agri-Business & Water Council of Arizona, Inc. He serves as a volunteer with many 
local organizations. He was elected as a member of the Agribusiness Roundtable of the 
Farm Foundation and serves on the National FFA Agricultural Sales Career Development 
committee. He serves the state as a member of Specialty Crop Block Grant program 
(USDA) committee and the BSE standing committee, among other state and regional 
committees involving food safety and agribusiness.

When asked what drives him to support FFA George shared, “The FFA is a leadership 
development organization. There has never been a greater need for leaders in our industry 
than today. Leadership is developed in the organization by allowing its members to 
demonstrate their leadership potential at the chapter level, then state and eventually 
the national stage. Leaders are prepared by experience. It can’t be taught; it has to be 
experienced. To be a successful leader, you should not fear failure. You should learn from it. 
Winston Churchill said it best, “Success is not final. Failure is not fatal. It is only the will to 
continue that really matters.” The FFA does this at all levels.” 

He and his wife Barbara have lived in Arizona for 40 years and have been married for 
52 years. They have one son, Ilya, who is working in the film and television industry in 
Southern California. He would not be able to serve his community, the agriculture industry 
and the students he teaches without the support, dedication and strength of his wonderful 
wife Barbara.

“George serves as an example and inspiration for all of us who know him.  George has 
touched the lives of so many people and his tireless service to the agricultural community 
will have a lasting impact for years to come.  It has been a privilege to have served with 
George on several boards and congratulate him on this well-deserved recognition,” Steve 
Goucher, Foundation Past President shared.

Heather Rayner, Foundation Board President shared “George Seperich is the ultimate 
FFA supporter.  As the Associate Dean of Arizona State University’s Morrison School of 
Agribusiness he made sure that the campus accommodated the several hundred Arizona 
FFA students for the winter conference each year and any other activities that were needed. 
George has brought in thousands of dollars to the Arizona FFA Foundation through his 
connections throughout the industry. He served on the Foundation board with distinction 
for many years, including as board president.  All this passion and drive for the FFA comes 
from a man who never was in the FFA himself. The Arizona FFA Foundation is proud to 
bestow the Blue & Gold Gala award to George Seperich.”

20 21

Arizona Agricultural Education/
FFA Foundation presents

the Blue & Gold Award to

eorge Seperich has been a long-
time supporter of the Arizona 
Agricultural Education/FFA 

Foundation. His involvement began in 
2003 through an invitation by Foundation 
Board member, Heather Rayner. At that 
time, he was working with the FFA on 
both the state and national levels. George 
shared, “She suggested it would be fun.” He 
served from 2004 – 2014 and worked with 
Presidents Ken Williams and Cliff Saylor 
over those years. He became president 
in 2010 and served until he retired from 
Arizona State University in 2014. Upon 
retiring from the board in 2014, George 
planned that his commitments in the 
agricultural industry would pull back but 
through his passion for the industry, he has continued to stay involved in many capacities 
over the past six years.

Born and raised in Chicago, Illinois, George received his Bachelor of Science, Biology from 
Loyola University in Chicago, and his Master of Science and PhD in Food Science/Human 
Nutrition from Michigan State University. He served in the U.S. Army (1968-1970) and in 
Vietnam (1969-1970) with the 44th Medical Brigade and worked in the food industry in 
several capacities.

No stranger to FFA, he has been working with the FFA since the early 1980’s when it 
all began for him through Dobson High School and the Mesa School District. “At this 
time, I became involved with the agriculture teachers and their association, the Arizona 
Agriculture Teachers Association. Because of them, the State Supervisor of Agricultural 
Education, William “Buddy” Diemler, now in Utah, suggested that Arizona propose some 
new contests for the FFA. Under his encouragement four ideas were proposed for national 
career development events. Three of them were adopted and remain national events: 
agricultural sales, agricultural marketing and food science,” George shared.

One of the honors that George is very proud to have received, is the Honorary Life 
Membership in the Arizona Agriculture Teachers Association. “It was an honor to be 
considered one of them and to call them colleagues. This group made me an agricultural 
educator,” George shared.

George is currently an Emeritus Professor of Agribusiness and Food Science in the 
Morrison School of Agribusiness in the W.P. Carey School of Business at Arizona State 

George J. Seperich, PhD.

Barbara and George J. Seperich
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The 2020 Arizona FFA
Agriculturalist of the Year:

Richard Lunt
ichard Lunt, 
an outstanding 
agriculturalist, 

community service leader and 
FFA supporter, is the recipient 
of the 2020 Arizona Association 
FFA Agriculturalist of the Year 
award. This award is given to 
a member of the agriculture 
community who has a strong 
spirit of leadership and has 
made a significant contribution 
to Arizona agriculture and the 
community. The Arizona FFA 
State Officers make the selection 
annually from nominations 
the FFA members submit from 
across the state.

Richard is a native of Greenlee County, Arizona and resides in Duncan.  He was born 
while his family lived on the family farm.  He grew up working on the farm, dairy and 
ranches.  Richard attended Duncan High School where he was actively involved in FFA.  
He was recognized as Star Greenhand, Star Chapter Farmer and later in life became an 
Honorary Chapter Farmer.  After high school he graduated from Eastern Arizona College 
and then went on to the University of Arizona where he received his bachelor’s degree in 
Agricultural Education and Animal Science in 1979.  In between college years, he served 
a mission for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in the Brazil North Mission.  
After graduating from the University of Arizona, he returned to the family farm where he 
managed the dairy part of the operation for 25 years.  In later years he received his master’s 
degree in Educational Administration from Northern Arizona University in 1991.

Richard has been a member of many associations and served in numerous leadership 
positions on the local, state and national level through the years. He decided to serve his 
community and go into politics where he is just beginning to serve his fourth term as 
Supervisor of Greenlee County.  He served as a member and Western Interstate Region 
Board Member for the National Association of Counties Organization, Resource Advisory 
Council Member of the Bureau of Land Management, National Livestock and meat Board, 
National Cattleman’s Beef Association, Arizona Electric Power Cooperative, Arizona 
Department of Agriculture, and the Arizona Beef Council just to name a few of his 
leadership experiences.

A few of the many honors and recognitions he has received over the years include: 
County Supervisor of the Year from the Eastern Counties Organization in 2020, 

Distinguished Service Award from the Arizona Electric Power Cooperative in 2018, 
Distinguished Service Award from Project CENTRL in 2016  

“I worked on the farm alongside my father, uncles and cousins.  When my children were 
old enough, they worked alongside me as well.  They were all involved in FFA, showed 
animals, held leadership positions and participated in competitions.  FFA helped prepare 
them for their adult lives,” Richard shared.

When asked what his fondest memory of FFA was, Richard shared, “I especially enjoyed 
having FFA classes come out to the dairy.  I showed them things they had never done 
before and let them try them for themselves.  I have also enjoyed watching their animals 
grow through the year and then helping them during the shows at the county fair and 
seeing their successes.  I have enjoyed being a judge at state competitions and working with 
students from all over the state along with attending annual FFA Blue and Gold dinners 
and seeing the achievements of the students and the progress they have made during the 
year.” 

What drives Richard to support the FFA and youth in agriculture is his love for children. 
He has enjoyed working with them all his life.  “I want them to have some of the same 
experiences that I had growing up.  I want them to appreciate what agriculture does for 
each and every one of us. These students are our future,” Richard shared.

Richard has been married to his high school sweetheart, Colleen for 44 years.  They have 
6 children and 16 grandchildren.  

It is an honor to recognize him with this distinguished award both at the Blue & Gold 
Gala and the State FFA Leadership Conference in June 2021 for the significant impact he 
has made in the agriculture industry and supporting the FFA.Colleen and Richard Lunt

Past Blue & Gold Honorees

2017  Jerry Cullison
2018  Ken & Judy Williams
2019  The Kemper & Ethel Marley Foundation
2020  Otto & Edna Neely Foundation
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Day with Senator Sine Kerr
Donated by Senator Sine Kerr

A behind the scenes look at what it’s like to be a senator for a 
day. Attend meetings, committee hearings, a visit to the Senate 

floor, a full tour of the Senate, a private tour of the Arizona 
Capitol Museum, and a personal introduction from the Senate 

floor during our floor session. 
 

(Availability: Capitol open from Monday through Thursday.
The best date options January 18 through April 2. The earlier 
dates are better so you can experience a committee hearing. 

Availability my adjust pending COVID restrictions to spring 2022.)

CCU GOVERNMENT (9MM)
Donated by Colin & Shelley Mellon

The Colt Combat Unit design was guided by US Special Forces 
Trainers whose tactical expertise delivered a gun equipped to 
handle and shoot with the highest levels of control, accuracy, 
and reliability – the rest depends on you. The matte black DLC 
coated stainless steel frame is corrosion-resistant and EDC-
friendly. Custom G10 grips and 25 LPI checkering provide steady 
traction all around, and an undercut trigger guard and upswept beavertail safety 
command proper hand placement for accuracy and recoil control. Front and rear 
angled slide serrations and an extended magwell support quick reloads, while Novak sights 
quickly form an uncluttered sight picture. Colt’s Series 80 firing system and National Match 
Barrel ensure safe and precise shooting.

24

Donated by Phoenix Police Department/Tactical Support Bureau

You and five of your friends are in for a thrill. Spend 
the day with members of the Phoenix Police 
Department Special Assignments Unit (SAU). Your 
day will start with an overview of SAU and the 
equipment and firearms they use. You will have the 
opportunity to shoot a variety of firearms, learn 
movement tactics, and how to work as a team. 
The day will evolve into a close-quarter raid in 
the shoot house using simunition (non-lethal 
training ammunition) and live actors. Must be 
at least 18 years old.

SWAT for a Day
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Phoenix 
Police 

Helicopter 
Ride-Along

Donated by Donated by 
Phoenix Police Department/Tactical Support Bureau

Enjoy the thrill of a lifetime as you and a guest fly above Phoenix in a Police Helicopter. You will join a Police 
Helicopter Crew on an entire patrol flight and accompany them to the action and observe the inner workings 
of one of our nation’s finest Police Air Support Units. Must be at least 18 years old. 27

AZFFA BBQ
Donated by Farm Bureau Financial 

& Arizona Farm Bureau

The Arizona Farm Bureau Grill Team has graciously donated a barbecue feed for 100 people! This private 
team has served up a delicious meal for thousands of people over the past several years at Farm Bureau 
events and county fairs. This team cooks up one amazing barbecue! Your lead cooks are Bruce Cain from 
Farm Bureau Financial Services and Stefanie Smallhouse from Arizona Farm Bureau Federation, and YOU 
pick the meat! Choose from beef brisket or pulled pork! 
This catered meal will include all the fixings, including beans, super slaw and Bruce’s special potatoes! This 
is a full-service dinner for your enjoyment! Whether it’s a large family gathering or business event, this team 
will roll in with the Farm Bureau grill truck and trailer to your location in Arizona. Then you can sit back and 
relax and enjoy your part - and EAT! Let the Farm Bureau Grill team do the work! 

Expiration: Certificate must be used by December 20, 2021

AZFFA BBQ

Phat Scooter
Donated by Tom and Diana Jones

THE ORIGINAL BIG WHEEL SCOOTER...AND THE BEST LOOKING SCOOTER 
ON THE MARKET, WITH THE PERFORMANCE TO MATCH.

2021 Custom “Arizona FFA” theme Electric Phat Scooter e-bike

No age, license or registration restrictions!

THE PHATTY (THE OG FAT TIRE SCOOTER) BECOMES YOUR PARTNER IN CRIME TO EXPLORE YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD. CHANGE THE WAY YOU COMMUTE AND EXPLORE THE PLACES YOU LOVE.

Don’t settle for the mundane! Experience freedom with a more powerful, customizable and 
easy-to-ride big wheel scooter. Ride Phat!

• Motor 1200W

• Max Speed 20 Mph

• Charge Time 2-6 Hours

• Ground Clearance 5.5 Inches

• Hill Climb 25 Degrees Max

• Max Weight Capacity 440 Pounds

• Range 25-45 Miles

• Battery 72V

• Length 70 Inches

• Width 32 Inches

• Weight 128 Pounds

• Overall Height 46.5 Inches

• Seat Height 28 Inches

FEATURES:



Phoenix 
Police 

Helicopter 
Ride-Along

Donated by Donated by 
Phoenix Police Department/Tactical Support Bureau

Enjoy the thrill of a lifetime as you and a guest fly above Phoenix in a Police Helicopter. You will join a Police 
Helicopter Crew on an entire patrol flight and accompany them to the action and observe the inner workings 
of one of our nation’s finest Police Air Support Units. Must be at least 18 years old. 27

AZFFA BBQ
Donated by Farm Bureau Financial 

& Arizona Farm Bureau
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Farm Bureau Financial Services and Stefanie Smallhouse from Arizona Farm Bureau Federation, and YOU 
pick the meat! Choose from beef brisket or pulled pork! 
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is a full-service dinner for your enjoyment! Whether it’s a large family gathering or business event, this team 
will roll in with the Farm Bureau grill truck and trailer to your location in Arizona. Then you can sit back and 
relax and enjoy your part - and EAT! Let the Farm Bureau Grill team do the work! 

Expiration: Certificate must be used by December 20, 2021

AZFFA BBQ

Phat Scooter
Donated by Tom and Diana Jones
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H H   Total Dairy Solutions - ArizonaTotal Dairy Solutions - Arizona

Helping 
Arizona Agriculture 

Stay Strong
(480) 491-1444 

www.farminc.biz

We salute FFA in supporting generations of farmers…
past, present and future.

ARIZONA OFFICE AND WAREHOUSES
5220 North 51st Avenue | Glendale AZ | 85311

623.937.4711
www.calcot.com
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empireag.com  |  1-800-EMPIRE-1  |  8 LOCATIONS

Two degree options for you

Business (Global Agribusiness), BA

Business (Food Industry Management), BA

The business of food

wpcarey.asu.edu/agribusiness

 

to the following donors for their  
direct support to the Blue & Gold Gala:
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Congratulations Dennis and Laurel Linenau!

A special thank 
you to Stotz 

Equipment for 
sponsoring the 

John Deere Gator. 

2020 FFA Gator Raffle Winner

The gator was presented to Dennis and Laurel by Matt Halverson, Tucson 
Salesman, Josh Brown, Tucson Store Manager, Karen Harrington, Regional 

Manager, State FFA Officers Elery Martin and Connor Sawyer.

The University of Arizona  
College of Agriculture & Life Sciences and Department 
of Agricultural Education, Technology and Innovation 

are proud to support Arizona FFA.
George Seperich,  
Chair Board of Directors

Richard Lunt,  
Project CENTRL Class 5

3026 N Rockwell Ave. 
Casa Grande,  AZ 85122 

(520) 426-3791 
Info@dykstramachinery.com 

Utilizing modern diagnostic tools, we offer    
service and repair for all makes and models of 

trucks, agriculture, and heavy equipment.    

Serving all of Arizona 
Our store or your farm and ranch, 

 we are here to help you keep your equipment running. 
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National FFA Week  –  February 20 -27, 2021

The Official Dress jacket 
was adopted in 1933. The FFA 
corduroy jacket is an article 
of faith, honor and pride. The 
jacket unifies members in a 
long-standing tradition and 
reminds them that they are 
part of something larger than 
themselves. Through the Blue 
Jacket Legacy Program and 
generous support of the donors, 
109 students across Arizona will 
receive their very own jacket this 
year. Those jackets are showcased 
as the backdrop to the Blue & 
Gold Gala. You can support the 
Blue Jacket Legacy Program by 
visiting www.azffafoundation.
org/blue-jacket-legacy. Be a part 
of making a positive impact on a 
students life.

Each year, FFA chapters 
around the country celebrate 
National FFA Week. FFA 
is preparing future leaders 
through agricultural 
education. FFA is the premier 
youth organization preparing 
members for leadership 
careers in science, business, 
and technology of agriculture. 
Currently, FFA has more than 
760,000 student members as part of 8,739 local FFA chapters in all 50 states, Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands and supported by 8+ million alumni members throughout 
the U.S. 

Throughout the week FFA Chapters across Arizona will be celebrating in their 
community and school. We conclude the week with the Spring Conference where 
students will compete in Career Development Events. We’re growing the next 
generation of leaders who will change the world. 

Arizona FFA is a high school youth leadership and career 
development organization with a state association of the National FFA 
Organization, a federally chartered corporation under Public Law 
105-225. The Arizona FFA currently serves more than 10,000 student 
members in over 80 high schools, from urban schools in Greater 
Phoenix and Tucson to more rural schools in Yuma, the northern 
and eastern parts of Arizona, and all across the state. FFA provides 
opportunities for premier leadership, personal growth and career 
success through agricultural education. From agricultural advocacy 
to leadership development, Arizona FFA is committed to helping 
members find their passion and build their future.

the Arizona Agricultural Education /
FFA Foundation provides funding to:

Arizona Association FFA
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The Arizona Agriculture Teachers Association is dedicated 
to making a positive difference in agriculture students’ lives by 
instilling in them a passion for agriculture and learning. Through 
the commitment and dedication of the Arizona Agriculture teachers, 
we can enjoy such an outstanding program as the National FFA 
Organization in classrooms across the state and see continual 
growth in the Arizona FFA members through their achievements. 
Without their support, long hours of dedication, and an unmatched 
commitment to excellence, the Arizona Agriculture curriculum and 
Arizona FFA would not be at the level it is today.

the Arizona Agricultural Education /
FFA Foundation provides funding to:

Arizona Agriculture
Teachers Association

ag.wilburellis.com 

 

WE ARE  
WILBUR-ELLIS
WILBUR-ELLIS logo is a registered trademark of Wilbur-Ellis Company LLC. K-21427
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Agriculture teachers rely on FFA alumni members to help ease the 
outside commitments of teaching, bring more support to agricultural 
education programs and give teachers more freedom to do what they do 
best – teach students! 
 
FFA relies on alumni members for student recruiting, scholarship 
money, aiding in camps, conferences, national FFA convention and other 
personal development programs. The high level of commitment the FFA 
Alumni offer the FFA, and the communities in which they live helps 
make FFA students’ lives better.

the Arizona Agricultural Education /
FFA Foundation provides funding to:

37

One degree, many career options. The programs of study in 
agricultural education and related fields at the University of Arizona 
prepare students for entering careers in working with people in a 
variety of settings. These positions require preparation in basic sciences, 
technical agriculture, knowledge of the principles and techniques of 
the teaching-learning process, communication skills and the ability to 
work with people. As part of the Arizona Agricultural Education /FFA 
Foundation’s support, the Arizona FFA Foundation administers the 
funds for the J.R. Cullison Memorial Scholarships and the J.R. Cullison 
Future Teachers Program, funded by a generous gift from the late Jerry 
Cullison, of Welton, Arizona.

the Arizona Agricultural Education /
FFA Foundation provides funding to:

University of Arizona Dept. 
of Agricultural Education, 

Technology and Innovation
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Seeds for Tomorrow
Making a major or planned gift 
to the Arizona Agricultural 
Education/FFA Foundation is a 
way to make a difference in young 
people’s lives for generations to 
come. These gifts are all unique and 
customized to suit a donor’s needs 
and wishes. If you’re considering 
making a major or planned gift 
to the Foundation, we would love 
to discuss your options. Giving 
options provide exceptional 
planning strategies, flexibility and 
may minimize tax implications. 

• Securities: A gift of 
appreciated stock eliminates 
any capital gains tax and allow 
you to claim an income tax 
deduction based on the full 
market value of long-term 
securities regardless of their 
original cost.

• Real Estate: Donate a house, vacation home, farm, ranch or any other dwelling, 
commercial property, or undeveloped land you no longer wish to own.

• Estate Planning and Bequests: Contribute to FFA in your will or estate plan. 
You may fund such a gift with cash, marketable securities, real estate, a trust, life 
insurance, annuities, tangible property or closely held stock.

• Endowments: Establish an FFA endowment with a minimum contribution of 
$15,000. You can name the endowment and designate how the money should 
be used. The Arizona FFA Foundation will use the annual interest earned on 
your contribution. Thinking of using your Donor Advised Fund or other giving 
vehicle to make an impact? We are happy to speak with your fund manager.

Call Rochell Planty, Executive Director, at (602) 705-9211 and she will gladly assist 
you with your FFA giving plan or email her at rochell@azffafoundation.org. 

39

Join other companies and individuals who believe in supporting agricultural education 
in Arizona. Interested in becoming a donor? Contact us today for more information!

Direct donation - Make a monetary donation to the  
Arizona FFA Foundation at azffafoundation.org.  
You can make a one-time donation or set up a 
monthly pledge plan which includes you in the  
new Corduroy Club.

Sponsor specific programs - Join the 
individuals, corporations and small businesses 
that currently sponsor FFA programs, events 
and scholarships. You’ll be helping to ensure 
a bright future for the next generation 
of agriculture customers, employees and 
leaders. As an FFA sponsor, you’ll receive the 
gratitude of more than 10,000 FFA members, 
their parents and more than 100 agriculture 
teachers statewide. You’ll also receive 
visibility among our audience through our various communication channels.

Memorials and tributes - Honor someone special in your life with a gift to the 
Arizona FFA Foundation.

Support Opportunities Available for: 

• Blue Jacket Legacy Program
• Career and Leadership Development Events
• Proficiency Awards
• General Contributions
• Agriculture Teacher Professional Development
• State FFA Leadership Conference
• State FFA Leadership Camp
• Scholarships & Endowments
• Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) For All
• New Teacher Induction Program
• Agricultural Educator Professional Development
• Corduroy Club – Monthly Giving
• Reward Programs – ShopRaise, Amazon Smile – Select Arizona Agricultural 

Education/FFA Foundation, Fry’s Community Rewards
• Many more programs are available!

Ways to give to the Arizona 
Agricultural Education / FFA 

Foundation
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Are you living to serve? Does your 
heart skip a beat when you see blue 
corduroy? Would you like to be 
a part of something bigger, help 
support an organization that has 
given so much to you or that you 
have a passion for supporting? What 
if it was easy and fun to continue to 
show your corduroy pride?

We cordially invite you to be a 
part of The Corduroy Club by the 
Arizona Agricultural Education/FFA 
Foundation.

What is it? The Corduroy Club through the Arizona Agricultural Education/FFA Foundation is a 
new program allowing individuals to make recurring tax-deductible monthly gifts. Gift amounts 
start as little as $15 per month. By joining the Corduroy Club, you pledge to join an elite group of 
supporters who contribute a simple monthly recurring gift. 

How does it work? Visit azffafoundation.org/corduroy-club and scroll down to the “Make a 
Recurring Gift” button. Click on the button and select the level of your monthly contribution and 
then continue to complete the form. Under Type of donation click recurring and select monthly. 
Your gift will be processed monthly through your credit/debit card on the day you begin your 
contribution. Each January, Corduroy Club members will receive a tax statement for filing purposes. 
Gift amounts can be changed as the need arises and a member can cancel at any time.  

Where will my money go? Your monthly 100% tax deductible gift will be allocated by the 
Arizona Agricultural Education/FFA Foundation wherever the need is the greatest. Your gift will 
continue the tradition of supporting agriculture education and FFA in Arizona. These gifts help 
to provide the necessary resources, educational and leadership opportunities for students and 
agriculture educators. 

Does $15 a month really make a difference? Yes, it does! Your monthly contribution adds up 
quickly and helps to further cultivate the next generation of Agriculturalists to keep FFA and 
agriculture education strong in Arizona.  

How do I become a member? Becoming a member of The Corduroy Club is easy! Click on Join the 
Corduroy Club link! It takes only minutes to make a lifetime difference.  

Corduroy Club Member Benefits
All Club members will receive the monthly Arizona Agricultural Education/FFA Foundation 
Newsletter, Year-end Tax Statement, and have their name listed in the Annual Report. Members 
at $15 or more per month will receive a “I support agriculture education & FFA” window decal. 
Members at $25 or more per month will receive VIP seating at the Arizona FFA State Leadership 
Conference. At $100 per month your benefit includes a VIP invitation to the State Leadership 
Conference Award Recipient Reception in June, “I support agriculture education & FFA” window 
decal, VIP seating at the Arizona FFA State Leadership Conference and an incredibly special gift 
exclusively for donors at this level!

For more information on how you can join the Corduroy Club and 
receive the benefits, visit www.azffa.org/association

Introducing the Corduroy Club 

Volunteer Opportunities to serve as a Judge or other areas of the event:

Spring Conference – February 
Award Selection Day – March

 
To volunteer for State FFA Events contact Bethany Matos (602) 542-5564.

Where can you help as  
a supporter & volunteer?

State Leadership Conference – June

40

Ron & Heather Rayner 
Congratulate  

George Seperich  
Blue & Gold Honoree
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at $15 or more per month will receive a “I support agriculture education & FFA” window decal. 
Members at $25 or more per month will receive VIP seating at the Arizona FFA State Leadership 
Conference. At $100 per month your benefit includes a VIP invitation to the State Leadership 
Conference Award Recipient Reception in June, “I support agriculture education & FFA” window 
decal, VIP seating at the Arizona FFA State Leadership Conference and an incredibly special gift 
exclusively for donors at this level!

For more information on how you can join the Corduroy Club and 
receive the benefits, visit www.azffa.org/association

Introducing the Corduroy Club 

Volunteer Opportunities to serve as a Judge or other areas of the event:

Spring Conference – February 
Award Selection Day – March

 
To volunteer for State FFA Events contact Bethany Matos (602) 542-5564.

Where can you help as  
a supporter & volunteer?

State Leadership Conference – June
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Ron & Heather Rayner 
Congratulate  

George Seperich  
Blue & Gold Honoree



SCHEDULE: 
7:30 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. Registration & Practice
9 a.m. Welcome
9:30 a.m. Trap Shoot Begins
12 p.m. Lunch, Awards & Raffle
**Awards for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Place Teams
**Awards for 1st Place Male, Female & Youth
**Exciting Raffle Prizes!

REGISTRATION:
 Before 4/24: After 4/24:
Individual $65 $75
Team of 5 $325 $375

Double Barrel Sponsorship: $525
(Team & Trap)

RANGE SPECIFIC INFORMATION:
•  Ammo used at range must not be any larger than 2 3/4 dram - 7 1/2 or 8 shot 1 1/8 ounce 

(1-ounce shot 2 3/4 dram is a lighter load).
•  Limited rental 12 or 20 gauge $10/rental. To reserve, contact Casa Grande Trap & Skeet. 
• Ear and eye protection is mandatory.

Practice Time Available (7:30 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.)
$8 - Practice Trap Round
$10 - Practice Ammo
$10 - Gun Rental (12 or 20 Gauge)

May 15, 2021
Casa Grande Trap & Skeet

8015 S. Isom Rd. Casa Grande, AZ 85193
www.casagrandetrapandskeet.com

Join us for the 
7th Trap Shoot 
to Raise Money 

for Agricultural 
Education & 
Arizona FFA!

Presenting Sponsor:

All fees are non-refundable! www.bustinclayforFFA.org

Have Questions? Rochel Planty (602) 705-9211 or rochell@azffafoundation.org.

INCLUDES:
•  Range Fee for 3 Rounds 

of Trap (75 targets)
• Ammunition (3 boxes)
• Coffee
• Lunch
• Water
• Team Score Sheets

MISSION
The Arizona Agricultural Education/FFA Foundation is dedicated to 
providing expanded educational and leadership opportunities for the 

agricultural education programs across the state of Arizona.

 

VISION
It is the vision of the Arizona Agricultural Education/FFA 
Foundation to secure resources to support, enhance, and 

strengthen the educational and leadership effectiveness of the 
Arizona Association FFA, the Arizona FFA Alumni Association, 
the Department of Agricultural Education at The University of 

Arizona, and the Arizona Agriculture Teachers’ Association while 
maintaining positive relationships with students, teachers, business 

and industry representatives, and the community.

PO Box 5310

Glendale, AZ 85312

602-705-9211 
www.azffafoundation.org

We invite you to follow us on
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MARCH 5, 2021 H VIRTUAL 

The Arizona Farm Bureau is proud
to empower the agricultural industry

through grassroots advocacy,
communication and education.

As the Voice of Arizona Agriculture
we believe the $23.3 billion agriculture industry

is critical for a prosperous Arizona.

JOIN US AT AZFB.ORG

100 YEARS AND GROW
ING

1 9 2 1  -  2 0 2 1

PRESENTED BY  THE ARIZONA AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION/FFA FOUNDATION

Presenting Sponsor


