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e Understand the significance of fixed stars and wandering stars in
Ancient times.

e Understand that long ago images were assigned to certain fixed
stars that circled the heavens. Eventually the Babylonians divided
the circle of fixed stars into twelve equal sections of 30 degrees
cach. "This was done in order to make their celestial calculations
casier to record.

e Intuit the meaning of each Sign from a combination of significators.
e Understand that these significators show the way in which each
sign relates to the natural universe with its categories of gender,

clement & mode of action.

e Identify the Zodiacal Signs and use their significations to construct
meaning in your chart.

e Understand the significance of natural cycles & the seasons and
learn to derive meaning for the each of the Signs.

e Understand the significance of the Elements—Fire, Earth, Air and
Water—as they form an elements trio or triangle of Signs.

e Understand the significance of the Modalities—Cardinal, Fixed &
Mutable—as they form a modal quartet of Signs.
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Why Twelve?

1

Lunar Cycle & Calendar Connection - The Moon goes through
roughly twelve cycles in a year, aligning with early calendar
systems based on lunar months. Many ancient cultures already
structured their timekeeping around this natural rhythm.

. Mathematical Symmetry - Twelve is a highly divisible number

(divisible by 2, 3, 4, and 6), making it useful for organizing celestial
observations and astrological interpretations.

. Seasonal & Agricultural Ties — Many early civilizations were

agrarian, and the four seasons (each divided into three parts)
were crucial for planting and harvesting. The zodiac provided a way

to track these changes.

. Babylonian Origins — The Babylonian astrologers (c. 5th century

BCE) formalized the zodiac into twelve equal 30-degree
sections, even though the actual constellations vary in size. This
standardization made calculations and predictions easier.

. Mythological Symbolism - Many early cultures associated

celestial patterns with gods, animals, and legends. The number
twelve also appears frequently in mythologies (e.g., twelve
Olympian gods, twelve labors of Hercules).

In short, the twelve-part zodiac was a mix of astronomical
observation, practical timekeeping, and symbolic storytelling,
which made it a lasting system in astrology.



THE LIGHTS & THE FIVE VISIBLE PLANETS

Seven ‘heavenly bodies’ whose movements were observed & when events
coincided, were then written on clay tablets as ‘omens’. Mesopotamia BCE
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SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC & PLANETARY RULERS
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