Not Forgotten: Grand Rapids
Polonia Honors Local
WWI Heroes With Monument
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On a prominent hillside of Holy Cross Cemetery in Grand Rapids, there rests a striking granite
monument that was erected to honor local men who left the security of their jobs and families
to fight during World War | for the reunification of Poland.

The centerpiece of graceful monument is a statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary with arms
outstretched in a pose that suggests “welcome home” to the more than 70 local men who
answered the call for what had been a dream held by Polanders for more than 100 years: the
reunification of Poland as a country from land seized by Prussia, Russia and Austria.

A grass roots campaign to build a monument was launched in fall 1928, publicized by the Polish
weekly newspaper The Echo Tygodniowe. Schoolchildren contributed their candy money, card
clubs split winnings from gambling parties, and priests encouraged parishioners to dig a little
deeper with special weekly Mass collections. In less than a year, the monument committee
had collected about $4,300 — a substantial sum considering the Great Depression had begun.
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Budujmy Pomnik na Cmen-
tarzu Polskim Poleglym Boha-
terom Wojny Swiatowe) oraz i
wszystkim weteranom, ktorzy
brali udzial w tej wojnie. Pom-
nik ten to bedzie pamiatky ze|
my nie zapomnielim tych dziel-
nyvch zuchéw, ktérzy Shiz o-
choty walezyé o wolnosé Ame-
rvki i Polski.

Nasze dzielne Polki we
wszystkich trzech parafjach
zbierajy skladki na Pomnik.
Niechaj nikt nie mowi, Z¢ nie-
ma na ten szlachetny cel, niech
dajg wszyscy, starzy i mlodzi i
niech dajy nawet doea @
szkolach parafjalnych, niech
kazde dziecko pul.\klc zlozy
choé & centow w swe)  Klusic
na rece  Siostr Nauczycielek, |
niech skladajg wszystkie towa 1
rzyvstwa choc malo czy wiele
niech zloZzy wszyscy. |

“Let no one say there is no money for this noble cause...”

The Echo Tygodniowe -- Nov. 23, 1928
“Compatriots!

Let’s build a Monument at the Polish Cemetery to the fallen heroes of
the World War and to the great veterans who took part in the war.

This Monument will be a reminder that we have not forgotten those
brave cubs who willingly fought for the freedom of America and Poland.

Our brave Polish women in all three parishes are collecting
contributions for the Monument. Let no one say that there is no money
for this noble cause, let all the old and young give. Let every Polish child
give at least 5 cents in their classes to the Teaching Sisters in parish
schools. Let all societies give, however small or many.”
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Hoover Zwyciezyl w 40t
Stanach

|
|
Wspaniale Zwycigstwo Zapew- |
nia Mu 444 Glosy Elektoralne
> z Liczby 531.

Herbert Hoover zostal obra-
ny Prezydentem Stanow Zjed-
noczonych  w  najwigkszem
stwie partji republikan-

stuwienia  glosow wy-
otrzymal
0i¢ glosow w40 stanach
ch 111 glosy elektoral-
gubernator Alfred E.
2yl woo$miu sta-
‘ch 87 glosow elek-

Hoover

_toralnych.

Smith zwyciezy
Alabama, Ark
Louisiana, )
Carolina,  Massnchusetts, i
Rhode Island.

Tryumf Hoovera jest tym

i , 1z poraz  pierwszy w

atach Republikanie zla-

mali solidng sile Demokratow

w poludniowych stanach zdo-

ywajiac stany Virginia, Flori-
da, Te i North Carolina.

Republikanska sita w Kon-
gresie zost: zwigkszona wy-
borem nowych senatoréw i re-
prezentantow.

Franklin Roosevelt wybrany
~zostal  gubkrnatorem stanu
New York na tykiecie demo-
kratyeznyem. Stan New York
dal Hooverowi blisko 100,000
wigkszosSci na Prezydenta,

stanach

I w
s, Georgia,
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Sprawa Oplaty Za U-
trzymanie Systemu
Niszczenia Odchodéw
Kanalowych

. W sprawie niszczenia odcho-
dow kanalowych na balocie w
Grand Rapids w wtorek byly
dwie propozycje, by miastu u-
dzielony byla wladza ustano-

i, South|=

gromna Wiekszosé
Glosow w Powiecie
Kent

Stanowi i Powiatowi Kandyda-

ci Takze Zwycigzyli Wielka

igkszosicia.
Przeszto 77,600 wyboredw
wziglo udzial w wyborach v

powiecie Kent w wtorek. Hei
bert Hoover na P denta
Arthur Vandenberg na senato
ra, gubernator FredW . Green
vtrzymali olbrzymia wigkszoic
ol p

Na Prezydenta Herbert i1.0
ver mial glosow 56,646 a Al
fred E. Smith mial gloséw 19
208

Gubernator Fred W. Gre
ktory ubiegal
wybor otrzymal
a jego demokratyezny  pro
ciwnik  William  Com tock -
trzymal gloséw 17,461,
Senator Arthur H. Vanden
berg pobil swego przeciwnili

en,
Sie 0 ponown
55,552 glosy

John Bailey z Battle Crecl
Ogolna liczba gloséw pan
Vandenberg przew za liczhe

wlosow dang panu Hooverow
Kongresman Car] E
otrzymal glosé
Frank C. Jarvis, przeciwnil i
Ko na urzad Kongresnana,
trzymal gloséw 16,091,
Ernest T. Conlon,

republi-

kanski kandydat na urzad se-|

natora stanowego z 16-go ¢
stryktu otrzymal glosow .
172, a jego demokratyezn,
przeciwnik Everet J. D,
trzymal gloséw 8,467. James
A. Skinner, kandydat na sena-
tora z 17-go dystryktu,
mial przeciwnika.

Republikanscy kandydaci na
reprezentantow stanowych
mieli tylko jednego przeciwni-
ka. Wybrani zostali Ate Dyk-
stra, Edward L. Smith i John
L. Bailey.

wienia nawnaon

nlann kalal-_ 1.

Kandydaci partji republ.-

Hoover Otrzymal —6-

nie |$

zolnierzy Pol-|  0d Stowarzyszentd "Kupcow
| Polskich, wreczone przez pana

an Grand  Rapids! Piotra Gutowskiego $19.55.

P’ 850,00, |

ki Michal $1.00. Obecne ofiary ktore byly po-

Grupa P
2 Z.N

Rubach Ignacy $1.00.

. Narodowe pod opieka | . ane przez lamy >cha
slawa - Kostki, ,'“'l"“\ wplynely do 1-go - listopada
V7.170. 11928, Wszystkim ofiarodaw-

Pedro Party u pani P
Smolinski, $12.00, ¢
Na posiedzeniu

-lcom komitet sklada staro-pol-
|skie “Bog Zaplaé”. Ogokna su-
Tow. Naro- ma u kasyjerd; $665.29,

of Grand Rapids, Mich.
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| Grand Rapids, Mich., Listopuh.lm i

_‘
Ma Pomnik P&lqiycb Zohimy

Sprostowanie

W ostatnim spisie skladek na
Pomnik zakradly sie pomylki:

Michal Buzalski, $1.00 nie
$100.00. :

Nie Tow. Sw. Wojciecha za-
bawa $f tylko Pedro Party
w paraf)i sw. Wojciecha przez
komitet Ig. Rubach, A Szpien-
ski i J. Schab.

‘Michal  Buzalski,
Ignacy Rubach, Sekr.

Czeslaw Derezinski, Kasyer.

prezes.

Z Par. Sw. Wojciecha. |

W wtorek rano. 6-go listopa-!
tda o godz. 9-tej poblogostawio- | Milanowska.

Franciszek Osmalinski i Anna

Rabunki w Dwéch
Skladach -

Dwaj mlodzi bandyei w
wtorek wieczér i érode rano o-
brabowali cztery osoby w
dwéch skiadach i uciekli z su-
m1)$l20,00 W gotdwce.

ierwszy rabunek byt wyko-
nany okolo godziny 6:45 w
wtorek gdy bandyci weszli do
skladu ubran Alexa Ragir, 449-
451 Bridge St. i zmusili wladci-
ciela i jego syna i przyjaciela
1iego B. Lieberman do cofnigecia
isig do sieni i polozenia sig twa-
irzg na dél i nastepnie zwigzali
jich'i zabrali $60 a z kieszeni
il‘iebermnnn $21. |
. Bandyci weszli do skladu i
ieden przymierzal kapelusze, a
‘rugi ogladal ubrania. Gdy
vszyscy kostumerzy odeszli je-
'en z nich dobyl rewolweru i
rozkazal wlascicielowi i Lie-
yermanowi i synowi. wlascicie-
!a by ustapili do sieni. Po zZwig-
:aniu ich, bandyta 6w zam-
‘tnal sklad na klucz i oboje za-
orali sie do rabowania skladu.
Po 20 minutach odeszli. W sza-
fie ogniotrwalej bylo $250 ale
handyci nie spojrzeli.do niej.

Drugi rabunek wykonany
byl w aptece Petersona, 2 Jef-
ferson . avé. Tutaj bandyci
zwiazali klerka Harley Hal-
steada; liczacege lat 33, i za-
brali $45. Halstead uwolnil sig
byl z wiezéw w chwili gdy
bandyci wychodzili z apteki i
gdy jeden z nich wrécil do
skladu Halstead rzucil butelka
w niego ale chybil i stlukl szafe
w skladzie. Bandyta czempre-
dzej uszedl.. Detektywi Bielec-
ki i Parkhill poszukuja rabu-
siow.

Dzi

—— Qs
OBCHOD.
¢cioletniej R icy Od-
rodzenia . Polski- -
w prz_\;szh; niedzielg¢ dnia

11-go listopada, komitet obcho-
uz Gminv 10tai 7 N D

=99
Jest “Wielki
Doéé wielkim by byé
przyjacielskim .. .. \

Doéé wielkim aby byé bezpiecz- -
nym...

Doéé wielkim aby mieé cheé slu-
zenia i zdolnoéé slugenia.

Takim jest bank Old Nationall

Ax viie OLD v'

NATIONAL
BANK

MONROE AT PEARL
SINCE 1853

CO$ NOWEGO
W DENTYSTYCE
“Copyright” 1928, C. D. Owens,
Owens Retencja, ktéry utywa-
my w naszych pelnych czyli besz
podniebienia plytach nigdy nie by-

da daten s 2
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On Nov. 17, 1929, a gathering of 2,000 people
processed through the streets of Grand Rapids
from St. Adalbert’s Church to the then named
Polish National Cemetery to dedicate the
monument.

Made of Barre gray granite from Vermont, the
monument bears the dates 1914 and 1918 and the
inscription: “Polskim Bohaterom Wojny Swiatwej
Od Polnji W Grand Rapids Michigan” (Polish Heroes
of World War I, from Polonia in Grand Rapids
Michigan)

PLISH NENORA mé‘&&"% 1

DEDICATED HERE oo

sk Ve le; f Americs, afte
:'.~' Ms Skory porforsed the

12,000 Pay Trlbute to Sons ;‘_'j‘_‘i“ "’, g

1 E. A, Lefebvre, past of Bt James
Who Served Natlon {1and wicar genersl of the dwcese

‘ | wpoke,
Ametrica, the Polish natlona! an-
Two thousand members of the them, and olhe BONEE WEIe SUNE
three Polish parishes of the clty|/ t¢ the accompaniment of the band
attended the unvelling exercises and | Leor Orlikowsil was marshal of
dedication Sunday of the war me-|| the day Mictae! Bugniskl was pres.
morial to Polish World war soldiers | Li0ent of the executive cou which
from this viginity, newly erected in| | ad the memorta) protect hyrge

Polish Catholic cemetery., The ex- | -
ercises were originally nnnounc-d. I T
for Jast Sunday, but postponed be-
cause of weather condmums ’ !

Led by the Polish milithry band, |
all the Polish organizatidns of thm,
city, with the Polishr and Ameri-
can flags in-the front ranks, rormed
in procession st St. Adelbert's!
school yesterday afternoon and!
marched to the cemetery for the|
exercises, Pastors of the three,
parishes, Msgr. Casimer Skory ot/
St. Adelbert's parish, Rev. Joseph
Keminski of Sacred Heart and Rev,
Joseph Pletrasik of £t Isadore's
were In attendance.

monument was unvelled by

representatives of Post No. 07|

{Continued on Page 3, Column c)l




Yearning for a free Poland

Polanders who immigrated to
Grand Rapids dreamed that their
native land would one day be
reunited.

In 1795, Prussia, Austria and Russia
concluded the third partitioning of
Poland that erased the country
from world maps. Poland would
not exist as a sovereign nation for
123 years.

In preparation for a possible
military solution, Grand Rapids
Polonia formed militias.
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| POLES WILL = DRILL|TELL FLOOD VIEws
A Military lmmum I« l\wou d with One » |
Huntred Members, cmzdns Give Thelir DOpinions
A new military compirny I¥ belng or- by Request of Englheera-
Not | gantzed in this city, drawing iis meme- :

1D
ho

ould
1

[ des
Mg~
reau

cliatlis

ber=hip from the Polish warish of the
Sacred Heart ‘on the dest side I'nil-
forms have been opdered and a dvill
hadl secursd and it s expected that

the company will start out with a mem-
bership of one hundred. “The company
will make itx first public appeariahes

JUTy 4 and will participaté in the <ere-
monies of all publie holldays
The offfeers of the company are,
Anthony. Nowickl. eaptain: Anthony
Plewka, tirst Hémtgnant, and  Martin
P Wiktowskl second eutenant. s Many of
the membies have ha(l éxperience In

military servict. in the old country, The
company will be drilled in the regular
Upited States army  tadtios and an at-
tempt will be made to b, envolled In
the Nattonal fiuard. The Rev. L. Kva-
kowsk! of Sacrad Heart parish Is super-
vising the organization of the young
Poles, ! A&
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Al Join in Extending Welcome to Fed-
eral Experts and in Wish That Suc-
Coess May Crown Efferts.

The €ouncil chamber wak filed to over-
flowing when the board ef United States
m.lrwrn sent here by lh- general gove-
eenment to lagok over flood conditionz
took thelr seuts )v'-'t"rdu,\’ afternoon and
whre ready to hear gariy, suggestions the
peogide. of  Grand l‘md.-o hihd to offer.
Miyor PBllis introduced Col  Lydecker
and the ohalrman  of thh  engineers
'l'h Ny stuted iat the officers were here
ta seck a1 means of remedying the tlood
sitnation sl wished everybody to feel
to tell thelr views,

William Alden Smith  briefly
whut conditions hid been and
the city n unit i demanding

Senator
oullined
el Lo rendd




WITH SOLEMN RITE

First Stone of St. Adalbert’s Is
Blessed.

Pr.o«'ns}on from Cathedral to Site of the
\ New Church Preceds the
Ceremontes.

After a parade In whiah all the socle-
tles of the Polish churches of the city
participated, the 8remony of the bless-
g of the first wforie for the foundmel
of thé pew St. AMalbert’s church W
conduetéll yesterday by the Ri . Rev,
‘Henry Joseph Richter, Bishop of Grand
Rapids. Many visiting priests, besideg
all. the local Catholic clergy, attended
the exercises, which had all the Impres-
siveness of the Roman Catholle ritual.

The parade which preceded the dedica-

tion, was Imposing, the varlous socleties
carrylng bann with Polish Inscrip-
tions, and the military comparles making
a fine showing. There were the Poligh
guards and Uhlkns of St ‘Adalbert's
parish, and the Sobleskl guards, re-
cently organized by Father Krakowskl
of Sacred Heart parish. It was the
first appearance of the latter and they
made a brilllant display, dressed in uni-
forms the exact reproduction of the uni:
forms worn by the Poles W the wars
=

against Russia. The finish and execu-
tion of their maneuvers was remark-
able, the company using the regular
Polish tactics, similar to those used In
the German army today. The uniforms
are blue with red stripes and gold' trim-
ming, with the regulation blg helmet
with huge plume. The parade moved
from the cathedral ncross to the new
church through Sheldon, Monroe, Canal,
und West Bridge streets,

The bishop first dedicated the new
stone and then proceeded about the
foundation of the church, stopping at
each corner. A special service .was then
held in the old church with i sé¥mon and
benediction of the Dblessed sucrament,
Father Edward Kozlowski“of Bay ity
preached the sermon In the Polish
tongue, and Bishop Richter, after a short
address, himself, gave the benedictian.

The bishop was assisted.in the cere-
monies by the Rev. R. Schrembs of
Louisville, Ky., who acted! as deacon,
and by the Rev, ge ‘Brefeill as sub-
deacon. The Rev. Michael Galleger was
also one of the assitants. Among. the
visiting clergy were the Rev, S, Now-
rockl of Chicago, the Rev, J. L. Zapolo
of Chicugo, and the Rev. Alexander
Grudginski of Hilllards, Mich, 3

The Rev. Casimir Skory is pastor of
the church.
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POLISH ZOUAVES

Army of 50O Men In Grand
Rapids Now Equipped.

oum of Freedom
Togataed.

af the el
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SNOW COSTS BIG SUM

Every Time Plows Are Out Bill
Is for $100.

Fome Aldormen Favor an Ordinance
Mequiriug Property Owners
Clean Own Walks.

Whila us yet there hus heen o snows
torm of wafficiant magnitude 1o inteee
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At the beginning of World War |, Poles were fighting Poles —
depending on whether they lived in the German or Russian
sectors of partitioned Poland. Both the Germans and Russians
made cynical promises to reinstate portions of Poland. Only
Wilson made a clear promise to reunite Poland.

American declared war on Germany on April 6, 1917.

p.S. President Woodrow Wilson’s 14 Points
Delivered Jan. 8, 1918

“XIIl. An independent Polish state should be
erected which should include the territories
inhabited by indisputably Polish populations,
which should be assured a free and secure
access to the sea, and whose political and
economic independence and territorial integrity
should be guaranteed by international
covenant.”




Recruiting for the Polish Army

On Oct. 8, 1917, the federal government
announced that all Poles who were not U.S.
citizens and not subject to the draft could enlist in
the new Polish army. To coordinate the
recruitment, the American National Department of
the Polish Central Relief Committee established
the Polish Military Commission.

The recruitment campaign exceeded all
expectations. By the end of 1917, nearly 6,000
men had begun basic training.
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In September 1917, Niagara Camp was chosen as the location to train a
Polish Army-in-exile. From October 1917 to March 1919, 22,395 men
went through the training facility known as Camp Kosciuszko. They were
then sent overseas to join the other Polish recruits fighting in France




Polish general Jozef Haller commanded Polish
troops fighting on the side of the Central
Powers of Germany and Austria against the
Russians. But when Russia withdrew from the
war in 1917 during the Bolshevik Revolution,
the Polish troops no longer believed that
Germany and Austria supported an
independent Poland.

After joining with French and British forces, he
found himself in command of the 1%t Polish
Division of Poles from the U.S., Russia, France,
Italy, Germany and other countries. They were
known as Haller’s Blue Army for the blue
uniforms provided by the French.



“Of all the nations,” observed a magazine corvespondent covering the Allzes’ World War I victory parade in Paris
on July 14, 1919, “the Poles, now passing, are getting the most strenuous applause so fav, save that for Ameri ans.”
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Returning to America

Troops returned to America on seven
transports in the early months of 1920. After
guarantine at Fort Dix, N.J., the veterans
were sent home.

The Polish National Department scraped
together some items so the veterans could
transition to civilian life: a suit, refurbished
military boots from the American surplus, a
train ticket home and a few dollars for food.

Veterans who were ill or disabled relied on
charity, so the Stowarzyszenie Weteranow
Armii Polskiej w Ameryce (SWAP), also
known as the Polish Army Veterans
Association (PAVA) was formed. Famed
pianist and composer Ignacy Jan Paderewski
was a staunch advocate of SWAP.




Names of metro Grand
Rapids men who joined the
Blue Army

Source: Polish Army in

France Recruitment Records

Jan Aksamitowski
Walenty Androkowicz
Wincenty Baciocha
Franciszek Banaszewski
Jozef Bogurzewski
Feliks Ciepielowski
Jozef Cieslak

Edward Czerniakowski
Jozef Dajnowicz
Franciszek Danowski
Julian Dlogokinski
Karol Falarski

Ludwik Ferenc
Wiladyslaw Gabert
Aleksander Golubiewski
Antoni Gornicz

Karol Gorski

Boleslaw Gryczanoski
Tomasz Grymbowski
Bronislaw Janiewicz
Wincenty Kachanowicz
Jan Kaminski

Antoni Karpowicz
Stefan Kasnia

Jan Kosakowski
Franciszek Kowalczyk
Stanislaw Kowalski
Michal Kozlowski
Zygmunt Krajewski
Mieczyslaw Krzystowczyk
Wiadyslaw Krzykwa
Franciszek Kszystofel
Walenty Kubaczyk
Tadeusz Kudlicki
Stanislaw Lach (Lack)
Kazimierz Lapinski
Bronislaw Lenski
Alojzy Libek
Stanislaw Markiewicz
Michal Matejko
Ludwik Miller
Wiadyslaw Palajski
Ignacy Pasiek (Pasik)
Wojciech Pilarski
Adolf Popielarski
Andrzef Portka
Michal Ragowski
Bazyli Rechulicz

Michal Robacha

Josef Rudzik

Jan A. Ruminski

Josef Rysak

Jan Sadlowski

losef Sloniecki
Stanislaw Smytkowski
Kazimierz Stasieluk
Jan Szczerba

Walery Szhuitz
Wiladyslaw Szocinski
Ludwik Szoczynski
Franciszek Tomaszewski
Konstanty Waronko
Sylwester Waskiewicz
Nikodem Wechman
Nickodem A. Wichonicz
Piotr Wlochowicz
Wincenty Zakarecki
Franciszek Zakrzewski
Stanislaw Zawiejski
Michal Zubowicz
Pawel Zwonek

Waclaw Zychlewicz



Over the course of more than 90 years, people forgot
the intent of the monument, and it fell into neglect.
After rediscovering the monument, the PHS board
discussed the need to learn its history and restore it to
its former beauty.

Based on that discussion, a proposal was submitted on

April 3, 2023 to Holy Cross Cemetery to:

 Determine the history of the monument, since the
cemetery and diocese had no information on it;

* Determine the scope of work and cost to refurbish;
and

* Execute the work.

More than 125 hours of research was invested to
determine the history of the monument.




The scope of the work was determined to be:

* Remove lichens and unsightly discoloration with appropriate
cleaning;

* Repair the thumb missing from the statue of the Blessed
Virgin Mary;

* Recaulk seams of the monument;

* Plant colorful artificial flowers in the urns;

e Purchase and install two 3- by 5-foot Polish flags on the
flagpoles; and

* Remove a mound of earth that covered the front concrete
slab of the monument.

All of these items were implemented by August 2023.




All of the work was completed in
time for a visit by the Consul General
for the Republic of Poland in
Chicago, Pawel Zyzak, on Aug. 25,
2023.

Zyzak placed a wreath of fresh
flowers at the monument, gave a
few comments on the sacrifice of
the soldiers and led the audience in
an Our Father spoken in Polish. In
attendance was the family of
Michael Buzalski, president of the
committee charged with building the
monument.
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