
The Sunday morning rains stopped and
breezes came up just in time to dry off
Calder Plaza for the last day of Dozynki
2026, the highlight of which was the Busia
Queen competition. Under the guidance
of past queen Judi Serba, the PHS
received multiple nominations for the
competition.
Those vying for the crown enlivened the
Festival crowds on Saturday and Sunday
with many of their family members
actively campaigning for their favorite
Busia.
Over 350 votes were cast Sunday  and
the winner was Angie Hanks. Angie, 

Angie Hanks is PHS 2026 Busia Queen
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POLISH HERITAGE SOCIETY EVENT SCHEDULE

PHS Board Meeting, Monday, September 21st,  6:00 pm at Polish Falcons -  957 Fulton St SW,  Bar
will be open. PHS members are encouraged to attend.  
 Rozmowa Polish Language Club, Tuesday, September 22nd 7:00 pm, Kosciuszko Hall - 935 Park
St SW, Grand Rapids. 
October General Membership Meeting, Sunday, October 11 , time and location TBDth

See PHS website and Facebook page for more details and other events.

 Angie Pasikowski-Hanks (fourth from left) flanked by past Busia Queens,
 contest runners up and Pulaski Days Queen and Court

Your paragraph textwhose maiden name is Pasikowski, thanked
the crowd for participating in the voting
and vowed to serve the PHS proudly in
promoting Polish Culture and Heritage.
The annual Busia Competition was started
in 2012 as a way of acknowledging the love
and commitment of Polish Grandmothers.
Babcia or more commonly in Grand
Rapids, Busia is the affectionate form of
“Grandma” in Polish.
Be on the lookout for Angie Hanks, our 14
PHS Busia Queen as she makes her rounds
during Pulaski Days and other Grand
Rapids Polish Cultural Events. 

th



Pulaski Days Schedule Highlights

September 27, 2026: Official Flag Raising Ceremony and
announcement of the Coloring Contest winners.

October 3, 2026: The annual Pulaski Days Parade takes
place at 11:00 AM on the West Side (from Fulton down to
Seward).

September 27 – October 4, 2026: Various events, live
polka bands, and traditional food are hosted daily across
Grand Rapids' participating Polish and Lithuanian halls.
Scan the QR code to the right for the Pulaski
Days Website and support the halls!

Plan for Pulaski Days Coming Up the End of This Month!

Dozynki  Festival Wrap-up
It was an incredible weekend celebrating our heritage,
culture, and community at the 48th Annual Dożynki
Polish Harvest Festival!

Putting on Grand Rapids’ longest-running ethnic
festival takes an entire village, and we are overflowing
with gratitude for everyone who made the weekend at
Calder Plaza such an unforgettable success:  

Our Amazing Volunteers: From running token sales and
staffing the booths to keeping activities going in the
children's tent, your hard work and energy carried the
weekend. We could not do this without you!

Our Local Polish Halls: Thank you for spreading the
word, supporting our community, and continuing to
keep our shared West Michigan Polonia traditions
strong year after year.

Our Media Partners & News Stations: A huge thank-you
for sharing our story, highlighting our culture, and
helping spread the word across West Michigan!

Our Generous Sponsors: Your financial support and
partnership make it possible to keep this beloved 3-day
festival free and accessible to the entire community.
To all of our vendors and the general public that came
out to experience the festival, thank you for celebrating
with us! 

Don Kurylowicz Recognized at Dozynki

Don Kurylowicz, owner of the Cannonsburg Village
Market/Grist Mill, Bottle Shop and Honey Creek Inn
accepting the Polish Citizen of the Year Award from
PHS President Teresa Bonham. Don has supported the
PHS by being a regular vendor of delicious Polish food
at Dozynki for many years and is also a supporter of
Puaki Days. His restaurant, the Honey Creek Inn has
Polish food on the menu every year for the month of
October. Thanks Don for promoting Polish Culture!







Orchard Lake Commemorating Saint John Paul II’s 1987 Michigan Visit

The Polish Institute for Culture and Research in
Orchard Lake is commemorating the 39th
anniversary of Saint John Paul II’s historic visit to
Michigan. To mark the event, they are presenting a
world premiere opera concert featuring
internationally acclaimed Polish soprano Dominika
Zamara, 

The concert will feature works by Maestro Antonio
Bellandi, Maestro Tiziano Bedetti, and Maestro
Wiesław Rentowski, bringing together the artistry of
distinguished European composers for this special
musical tribute to Saint John Paul II. 

The event is September 19th at Sweetest Heart of
Mary Church in Detroit. Admission is free, but
advance registration is strongly encouraged.
Guests who RSVP online will be entered into a
drawing for an exclusive VIP Encounter with
soprano Dominika Zamara. Reserve your seat by
going to www.picrol.org

The Copernicus Center for Polish Studies at the University of Michigan Events

33rd Ann Arbor Polish Film Festival, Fri, Nov 13-Sun, Nov 15. See annarborpolishfilmfestival.com for films and
times. Organizer: Polish Cultural Fund- Ann Arbor, Michigan Theater

Annual Copernicus Lecture. Thu, Dec 3, 5-6:30 pm The Beauty and Significance of Interwar Polish Popular
Music. Jan Emil Młynarski award-winnning musician. Rackham Amphitheatre.
Visit ii.umich.edu/polish/events for event details and to see video of past lectres.

The Polish Museum of America (PMA) will be hosting historian and author Anna D. Jaroszyńska-Kirchmann for a
special presentation of her new book, Pierogi: An American Story of Polish Food!
Few foods illustrate the Polish-American experience as vividly as the humble pierogi. This book traces their
journey from immigrant kitchens to their place in American food culture, exploring how traditions are preserved,
adapted, and transformed across generations. 
                 (If you can’t attend this event in Chicago, the book is available for purchase on Amazon).
Tuesday evening, September 22, 2026 at the Polish Museum of America, 684 N. Milwaukee Ave, Chicago, IL 60642 

Free Admission, Register here:

The PMA in Chicago Presents Author Talk on Pierogi with Anna D. Jaroszyńska-Kirchmann 
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