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POLISH HERITAGE SOCIETY EVENT SCHEDULE
PHS Board Meeting, Monday, November 16th, 6:00 pm at Falcons - Members are welcomed to attend
Rozmowa Polish Language Club, Tuesday, November 24th 7:00 pm, Kosciuszko Hall 
Grand Rapids Public Museum Cultural Heritage Festival, Saturday, Nov 7, 10 am-4 pm
Wigilia Dinner, Saturday, December 5
Collegium Cantorum Advent Choral Program, Saturday, December 19 at St. Isidore Church
Wigilia and Choral Program details in this newsletter. See PHS website and Facebook page for  other
events.
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November is a Month of Remembrance
By Richard Panek
November is the time to remember our
lost loved ones as well as those living and
deceased who served our country in the
military. November 2nd is All Souls Day
which is a day of prayer and
remembrance for the faithful departed
observed by Christians. Nine days later is
the celebration of Veterans Day on
November 11. This occasion honors all
veterans-both living and deceased-who
served the nation in times of war and
peace.

In November 1918 during World War I-at
the eleventh hour of the 11th day of the 11th
month of that year-an armistice was
declared between the Allied nations and
Germany. Commemorated the following
year as Armistice Day in many countries,
November 11th became a federal holiday in
the United States in 1938. In the aftermath
of the Korean War, Armistice Day became
known as Veterans day.

Last November, PHS member Dan Zarzecki
sent a copy of an old wartime Grand
Rapids Press news clipping that is
pictured above. It shows the Zarzecki
family of Grand Rapids made a notable
contribution to the World War II
generation through the service of three
brothers: Joseph, Edward, and Edwin
Zarzecki. The short article gives details
about the brothers who were serving
overseas at the time during WW II. 

Dan Zarzecki wrote “My dad was Edwin 

who served in the Navy. His older brother
“Edward” (who went by the name Red)
was a career Marine. Uncle Joe was in the
Army.” Also, not mentioned in the article,
was their youngest brother, Richard, who
served in the US military some years later.

Dan mentioned that his father also had 2
older brothers Casmir, who became a
doctor and Chester who moved to Detroit
to work at General Dynamics as a tool and
die maker for the war effort. He wrote that
his father Edwin’s “claim to fame” was that
his ship was in Tokyo Habor when the
surrender was signed by the Japanese.

                                                       (continued on pg. 2)

Undated Grand Rapids Press article 
about the Zarzecki Brothers



Polish Hall Corner
November mornings are better at

the Polish Halls! 🥞🇵🇱
Keep the Polish traditions going all
month long with good food, great
friends, and a hearty breakfast! 

Breakfasts are served between 9:00
AM and Noon

*Check out each hall’s Facebook for
menu information and pricing. 

(Zarzecki’s Cont’ from pg.1)

The Grand Rapids Press article
mentions that Edward was a
Marine parachute jumper serving
in Guadalcanal.  Joseph was in the
Army and had been promoted to
sergeant in New Guinea. 

At the time of the article, Dan’s
Father Edwin was an 18-year-old
seaman who enlisted in the navy a
week before Pearl Harbor. Dan
said his father Edwin suffered
from Scarlet Fever as a child and
had to be held back in school
some years due to illness related
absences. Since his brothers were
serving in the military before the
war, he decided to enlist as well at
the age of 17 before even
graduating high school.

While home on leave the August
before the Press article, Edwin
informed his family he “likes the
navy and has no complaints.” The
article mentions that “since he
has been in service he has gained
25 pounds.” Dan says he worked
on the ship as a fireman, which in
those days involved shoveling coal
into the ship’s boilers. The manual
labor plus navy rations probably
accounted for the “growth spurt”
in the 18-year-old.

Edwin and his brother “Red”
(Edward) happened to be both
serving in Iwo Jima at the same
time during the war. Edwin’s naval
service ultimately spanned both
the Atlantic as well as the Pacific
theaters of the war. Thankfully, all
three of the brothers returned
home safe at the end of the war.

Their younger brother, Richard
served in the United States Navy 

for some years but did not enlist until
after the end of the Second World
War. He served during the Korean
Conflict.

Dan’s uncle Joseph Zarzecki remained
active in civic and veterans'
organizations after the war. Following
his military service, he became a
leader in local organizations, serving
as president of the Grand Rapids
Rosarians and as president of the
Tailors’ Union of Grand Rapids. Dan
said he worked in the Menswear
Department at Herpolsheimer’s
Department Store in downtown
Grand Rapids. He was also a member
of the Catholic War Veterans Post
1804, which met at the American
Legion Northeast Post 459 on
Michigan and Grand in Grand Rapids. 

Richard Zarzecki built a long career as
a toolmaker with American Seating. A
devoted member of St. Isidore
Church, Richard was remembered as
a proud veteran whose Korean
wartime service remained an
important part of his life and identity.

Together, Joseph, Edward, and Edwin
Zarzecki represented the patriotism
and sacrifice of many Grand Rapids
families during World War II. Their
service helped support the Allied war
effort. Their younger brother Richard
followed in their footsteps as well by
continuing the family record of
service to the country.

Their lives as veterans after service,
demonstrated a continued
commitment to their community,
church, family, and fellow veterans.
Their legacy remains a valued part of
Grand Rapids’ local history.
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P O L I S H  H E R I T A G E  S O C I E T Y ’ S  A N N U A L

SOCIAL HOUR
5:00-6:00 PM

WITH COMPLIMENTARY
PUNCH, COFFEE & CASH BAR

DINNER / PROGRAM
6:00 PM 

POLISH KOLEDY
FEATURING

JAREK KOZAL & NICK PALMER

***RESERVATION DEADLINE NOVEMBER 21, 2026*** 

$45.00 per person-prepaid:
Checks payable to Polish Heritage Society

or scan the QR code

SendtoPHS-c/oMarzanna Butryn Phone: 203-415-0005
1547 Hamilton Ave NW Grand Rapids, MI 49504

WITH SPECIAL GUESTS
FROM THE

MALBORK DANCE ENSEMBLE
AND

POLISH LANGUAGE STUDENTS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2026
 WESTLEONARD BANQUETFACILITY

1140 MUSKEGON NW
GR 49504

Join us...

Please designate which soup you prefer:

Name: 

Phone # 

# of tickets @$45.00 ea

I would like to be seatedwith

Email:

Traditional Red Beet

Amount enclosed

Mushroom





Polish Heritage Society Membership News and Events

The Polish Heritage Society
welcomes two new
members this month. Tami
Brown joined with the hope
that she will connect to her
history and find some ties
in our Polish community.
She shared that her
grandfather was a Polish
immigrant and her heritage
is something she’s always
wanted to embrace. She is
interested in volunteering
at events as well as
attending meetings and
Polish language classes.
New member Sierra Baker
also inquired about
Rozmowa language classes
and decided to go all in by
becoming a member. 

Tami Brown

Congrats to Matt and Ann
Gryczan on the arrival of
their first grandchild, Atlas
James (AJ) Gryczan, born
Sept. 24 in Detroit to their
son Paul and daughter-in-
law Abby! AJ weighed in at
7 pounds 5 ounces, 21
inches long at delivery. AJ
is putting on weight and
starting to smile, while the
new mom and dad are
experiencing shock at the
amount of stuff they need
for a simple trip in the car.
Matt says he'll be
introducing puréed 

Paul and Abby Gryczan with AJ

kielbasa to AJ as soon as
he can take solid food!

Eloise Suzanne 

Celebrating the birth of
her first child is member
Emma Latham and her
husband Hayden. Eloise
Suzanne arrived on
September 24 weighing 8
pounds 1.5 ounces, 21.5
inches long. Eloise is also
the second grandchild of
Millie Combs and the
eighth great-grandchild of
PHS member Donna
Mileski. Congratulations to
all

A few members of the
Polish Heritage Society
attended a benefit
evening in support of
Ukraine. Much of the
money raised will be used
to provide and send
medical equipment to
Ukraine so that soldiers
can be treated there
instead of being sent to
other countries, especially
those in need of a
prosthetic. 

Polish Heritage Society members attending the October 26
Benefit Dinner in support of Ukraine 
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