Norma Cantu wrote my
novel outline

on the back of

. the El Refio Cafe menu
7 over breakfast

Liliana Wilson

asked me if |

. loved my art

z then proceeded

N to teach me how to
properly pack each
painting

like a wine glass

Jovita Idar printed the

page
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Ml ////// Arturo Madrid said
5 L 0 ancestors knew
\ A they would never
see the city done
so keep on building

iGertrude Baker
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Les Maestres is a Micro-Memoir Zine - When drawing each spirit, | looked through hard copy photos | took in the early 90s, 2000s, my digital archives,
shot from my flip-phone and newer iphones, and also through photos taken and published in news stories. | traveled on an endless journey of the
many times they lifted me from a fall or joined with me in a triumph. Their postures as well as their placements were very intentional. | stood Maria
Ibarra, a dear friend | met in 1995 and later the director of my play Empanada, with Nikki Valdez, the founder of Dignity San Antonio and super activist
for all LGBTQIA+. They both were strongholds for me when | first came out in 1994, when my university, my family and my community blacklisted

me for creating Arco Iris, an LGBTQIA organization at our Catholic University. Erica Andrews was the woman | looked up to when the women in my
family were not present. She taught me what it meant to be a fierce queer latine, what it meant to use your entire body, your entire essence, your
entire heart to empower and inspire our queer youth - at a time when we were youth ourselves. Gertrude Baker taught me to use my voice. And,
these people didn't only impact me. Black, Queer artist and maestre of mine, Sharon Bridgforth shared her words about Gertrude Baker: “Gertrude’s
embrace and encouragement of my work/the way she fiercely showed up. Her swagga and style/her activism broke ground and made way. The
sweetness, Grace and power that is Gertrude continues to Bless and Light the path. | am grateful.” It is very important that we document and share
freely with the community, the lives of such brilliant, generous human beings - people who have opened, carved, created and named spaces and
places for our bodies to move, to flourish, to dance, to dream, to create and to make change - with love and with art.

| hope, in Les Maestres, | offer a place for us to connect our hearts to the energia of our vibrant and powerful spirit guides. It is an honor to create
this work and connect with you through the memory and impact they have made. Each time | pick up my pencil to doodle their smile, sketch out their
energy in their posture, or add a small detail in the clothing they wore, | stare into their sketched eyes and can still feel them walking and working
with me; and | hope this awakens in you too. Their presence in this work is to remind us that even when we sometimes feel like we walk alone, we are
always joined by our spirit guides. And, although they are each missed, it is important to acknowledge each of them are being held up by the love and
memory of thousands more they made an impact on during their years in this physical world, and still do. My goal with this work is to document the
legacy of such brilliant people, and also provide a place for them to join together in our continuous work towards justice in the world.

Love, Anel I. Flores
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Once she
whispered thank
you in my ear
backstage and |
never had a chance
to ask why
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