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Gratitude
PIZZA 
Twin City Brewing
GUESTS 
Brandy Lauder, Ken Watts, Gord Johns, Josie Osborne, Deb Haggard

BOARD 
Laurie Money, Major Michael Ramsay, David Brooks, Jackie Chambers, 
Cstl. Jordan Hamlyn, Carol Wright, Abu Jahangir, Elisa Haase, Duncan Booth
FRIENDS 
Abby, Abu, Alana, Alex, Alex, Alex, Alexis, Ali, Alicia, Allan, Allen, Allie, Amelie, Andrea, Annaliese, Ashlyn, Boyd, Brandy, Brennan, Brianne, Cameron, Campbell, Cara, Carla, Carlin, Carol, Carol-Anne, Carrie, 
Chantelle, Charles, Chelsea, Cherilyn, Cheyne, Chief Ken, Chris, Christianne, Christina, Christina, Christina, Cindy, Claudia, Colin, Colleen, Corrine, Curtis, Cyndi, Daniel, Danielle, Danielle, Danielle, Daphne, 
Darcy, Darren, Dave, Dave, David, David, David, Deb, Debbie, Debbie, Deborah, Debra, Debrah, Desiree, Dionne, Don, Donna, Duncan, Duncan, Dylan, Ed, Ed, Edward, Edward, Eileen, Elisa, Elizabeth, Ellen, 
Emily, Emily, Erin, Evan, Evelyn, Gail, George, Gillian, Gillian, Grace, Hannah, Harrena, Heather, Heidi, Helen, Hugh, Jackelyn, Jackie, Jaime, James, Jane, Jane, Janet, Janice, Janis, Jayme, Jeannette, jenny, Jess, 
Jessica, Jessica, Jim, Jo, Joanne, John, John, John, John, Johnny, Jolleen, Jordan, Josie, Julie, Justin, Karen, Karen, Kate, Katrina, Keah, Kelli, Kelly, Kelly, Kelsey, Kendra, Kimberly, Kirsten, Kristine, Kyle, Laura, 
Laura, Laura, Laurie, Leah, Lena, Les, Lesley, Leslieann, Lexi, Lindsay, Lisa, Lisa, Lorena, Lyndsay, Madeleine, Malie, Marcie, Marianne, Marilyn, Mark, Marla, Marlene, Mary Clare, Megan, Michael, Michaela, 
Micheal, Michell, Michelle, Mike, Mike, Moriah, Natalia, Natasha, Nicholas, Nicholas, Nicole, Nicole, Nina, Norine, Oona, Owen, Pam, Pam, Parker, Pat, Pat, Pat, Penny, Peter, Rebecca, Rich, Richard, Richard, Rick, 
Rita, Rob, Roby, Ron, Roxy, Ryan, Ryan, Ryan, Ryan, Samuel, Sandy, Sanne, Sara, Sarah, Sarah, Sarah, Sarah, Sarah, Shane, Shannon, Shari, Sharie, Sharon, Shawn, Sherry, Siobhan, Siri, Sonia, Stacy, Stella, 
Stephen, Steve, Sue, Susan, Susan, Susie, Tanis, Tenille, Teresa, Terry, Thaddeus, Thomas, Tobias, Todd, Toni, Tracy, Travis, Travis, Trudy, Trudy, Valerie, Vesa, Virginia, Wendy, Wes



 

August 15, 2024 
 
RE:  Letter of Support for Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society (AVRJS) 
 
I write this letter of support in my capacity as a British Columbia Provincial Court Judge. 
I am the resident Judge for the west coast of Vancouver Island.  I am based out of Port 
Alberni.  However, our courthouse services 14 Indigenous Communities, as well as the 
Bamfield, Ucluelet and Tofino regions as well. 
 
In my career as a lawyer and a Judge, I have worked with restorative justice agencies 
for over thirty years.  I recognize it is unusual for a Judge to write a letter of support for 
local non-profit initiatives.  
 
The AVRJS is an important part of our local justice system.  It operates as a significant 
and meaningful alternative to some of the work we do in our court system.  By creating 
‘alternatives’ to court, there are significant benefits.  One is that less money and time is 
spent on police and court resources.     
 
Perhaps less tangible, but just as important, by incorporating creative healing traditions 
into their work, it is my view, that individual and community healing is enhanced.   
 
Restorative justice approaches also incorporate victim participation and input which is 
essential to mitigating the damage caused by harmful behaviours. 
 
I am familiar with the work that the Society does.  In addition, I have had the opportunity 
to meet with the AVRJS President, Alex Glassey.  He brings a bright, well-thought out 
and organized vision to how the AVRJS can continue to grow and make the Alberni 
Valley an even more vibrant and healthy community, with the assistance of the Society.   
 
I highly support the work that the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society does.  I 
think, with time and more resources, they can greatly increase the assistance they give 
to our community.  
 
I would be happy to provide any further information or clarification.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Judge Alexander Wolf 
2999 – 4th Ave, Port Alberni, 
British Columbia 
V9Y 8A5 
Email:  AWolf@provincialcourt.bc.ca 
Cell:  (604) 767-3259 

1929 Lee Ave. Victoria, BC V8R 4W9 
Phone: (250) 383-5801 Email: office@rjvictoria.com Website: rjvictoria.com 

 
 

August 16, 2024, 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
Re: Support for the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for Restorative Justice (RJ) and the Alberni Valley Restorative 
Justice Society. RJ significantly contributes to a healthy community, and the Alberni Valley Restorative 
Justice Society embodies the essential elements of a successful RJ organization. 
 
As the Associate Director of Restorative Justice Victoria, we handle approximately 80 cases annually, 
ranging from shoplifting to serious and violent crime. Our referrals come from three municipal police 
departments, provincial and federal Crown Counsel, judiciary, BC Corrections, schools, non-profit agencies, 
and community members. The impact of RJ on our community has been profound. RJ helps offenders 
address their actions and reintegrate into society, often without the stigma of a criminal record. More 
importantly, RJ addresses the harms caused by crime and other forms of wrongdoing, allowing victims, 
families, and the broader community to heal and find closure. 
 
RJ offers practical community benefits, including reduced recidivism, and freeing up resources in police, 
Crown, court, and corrections. It also supports students and school administration, and other organizations 
vital to the community, such as Island Health and the Salvation Army. 
 
Earlier this year, I had the opportunity to work with several members of the Alberni Valley RJ Society on a 
difficult case via Zoom. I was impressed by their dedication, focus, and skills. I fully support their efforts to 
expand restorative justice practices in Port Alberni. 
 
If you require further information, please reach out.  
 
Warmly, 
 

 
 
Gillian Lindquist 
Associate Director 
Restorative Justice Victoria 
Gillian@RJVictoria.com 
Cell: 250-884-7904 
Office: 250-383-5801 




	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 August 7, 2024


Dear City of Port Alberni, 


As an active member of VIRRJA for over a decade, I am pleased to provide this letter of 
support for the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society. Over the years, I have worked closely 
with members of the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society and recently, have been a 
participant in an in-depth presentation by Alex Glassey to our VIRRJA members which focused 
on the re-structuring of an RJ (Restorative Justice) program).


Although each of the nineteen Vancouver Island Region Restorative Justice (VIRRJA) programs 
are unique to their communities, we are guided by similar mission to integrate restorative 
practices throughout our communities and be an integral part of resolving conflict 
constructively.   The Alberni Valley RJ program is committed to this mission and has continued 
to make significant efforts and decisions to ensure their program is relevant, accessible and 
crucial to the people of the Alberni Valley.  


I am aware that this vital program has focused on the broader needs of all the community and 
has mandated a deep and effective Board to oversee the full demographics of the community.  
This mandate alone is a model for other programs to consider and follow.  Their program 
recently undertook an extensive review of their strategic plan to continually review their focus 
and mandate to remain relevant, current and effective.  


The vast majority of our VIRRJA programs are based solely on the commitment of volunteers.  
We are all passionate about the effectiveness and benefits of using restorative justice practices 
to resolve conflicts and repair the harm done and ultimately, improve the relationships and 
health of our communities.  In order to further develop our skills, deliver programs to reach our 
youth and support our local police, our programs must constantly seek funds to enable us to 
sustain our work.  


The Alberni Valley RJ program is a stellar example of a community based Restorative Justice 
program and I encourage the City of Port Alberni to consider annual funding for this 
progressive program for the benefit of all residents of your community.   


Kindest regards,


Sue Saunders, VIRRJA Secretary

secretary@virrja.ca


PO Box 1325, Ladysmith, BC V9G 1A9	 	 www.virrja.ca

Vancouver Island Region  
Restorative Justice Association  

Advancing restorative justice on Vancouver Island, the 
Sunshine Coast and all Gulf Islands 

August 26, 2024

To Whom It May Concern

Re: My support for the Port Alberni Restorative Justice Program

The Restorative Justice team has helped me with working with them on myself and
changing my life for the better and they have been very supportive in my recovery.

Thanks.

BD

July 31, 2024

To Whom It May Concern

Re: My support for the AVRJS

The Restorative Justice Society Program is a fantastic program that helps guide people
step by step on a journey to mend their wrongs.

I think this program is great because people make mistakes and wrong choices but this
program helps offer a second chance. The people of the restorative justice program are
kind, humble and supportive. They listen, have empathy and make people feel safe in
the process of the program.
I highly recommend this program as it is a process that helps people of all ages grow
and learn from mistakes.

Yours truly,

MW

Port Alberni Shelter Society
3681 3rd Ave.,

Port Alberni, BC, V9Y4E7
Phone: 250-723-6511
portalbernishelter.com

RE: Letter of Support for the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society

To whom it may concern,

Please accept this letter from the Port Alberni Shelter Society in support for the Alberni Valley
Restorative Justice Society.

Port Alberni Shelter Society appreciates and acknowledges the important work the Alberni
Valley Restorative Justice Society carries out in our community.

We have seen the benefit of involvement with Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society for
our clients at our Therapeutic Recovery Centre at Shelter Farm. We believe there is a need for
access to restorative justice for many of the people we serve and that restorative justice
serves as a positive means to address the harm caused by crime in our community.

The Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society has become an important resource in our
community and we look forward to continuing to work together for the good of the
community and the people we serve.

Warm Regards

Jim

Jim McCarthy
Deputy Director
Port Alberni Shelter Society
250-618-9037
jim@portalbernishelter.com
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July 25, 2024 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 
 
Re: Supporting the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society 
 
I wish to share my support for the work that the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society 
offers. 
 
I am the Executive Director of Sage Haven Society where our role is to help people in Port 
Alberni successfully transition from trauma and violence, towards safety, healing, and hope. 
Restorative justice is an important part of this transition. It can help in the healing process. It 
provides healthy options for conflict resolution 

We have had preliminary discussions with AVRJS to better understand how we can work 
together. The more we learn about Circles, restorative justice, and the AVRJS, the more we 
believe they are an integral part of our community and of the work that we at Sage Haven do. 

Respectfully, 

 

Ellen Frood  
Executive Director  
  
 

To: Alex Glassey
President
Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society
+1.250.589.3230

Letter of Support:

I am writing to express my strong support for the restorative justice program that has
been implemented in the Alberni Valley. I believe that restorative justice is a valuable
approach to resolving conflicts and repairing harm in our community.

Restorative justice focuses on healing and reconciliation, rather than punishment and
retribution. It empowers individuals to take responsibility for their actions, make amends,
and work towards rebuilding trust and relationships. By bringing together those affected
by harm, restorative justice creates opportunities for dialogue, understanding, and
growth.

I have been a paramedic for 24 years and have seen how trauma is linked to addiction,
abuse, and violence. We take a trauma informed approach to every call we do and I
have seen firsthand the positive impact that restorative justice can have on individuals
and communities. It helps to foster empathy, accountability, and a sense of community,
ultimately leading to stronger and more resilient relationships.

I commend you for recognizing the importance of restorative justice and for taking
proactive steps to implement a program that can make a real difference in the lives of
those involved. I fully support your efforts and encourage you to continue promoting
restorative justice as a valuable tool for building a more just and compassionate society.

Thank you for your dedication to this important work. I look forward to seeing the
positive outcomes that your restorative justice program will bring.

Sincerely,

Deb Roberts LEAD-Youth Pathways
BC Emergency Health Services | Provincial Health Services Authority
Mobile: (250)731-7197 | Deborah.roberts@bcehs.ca

So, where does Restorative Justice come in and where to go from here? My perspective typically 
points me towards the, at times, hidden capacity of individuals. I strongly believe that with the 
proper supports, encouragement, funding, time and attention, that people can work towards a life 
outside of criminal justice purviews. There is a lot of work to do in the present to ensure in future, 
more people have positive outcomes following a criminal conviction. Although restorative justice 
has been present on paper within the Canadian Criminal Justice system for 40-years, there appears 
to be a lack of heart behind the work. There is a need for flexibility, reparation, active listening, 
accountability and compassion. These values are not so overt within the justice system. There is an 
opportunity to shift this, but the work required will be ever evolving and extensive. Crime is a social 
construct through which victims, offenders and communities are impacted. These impacts are 
rarely reconciled through incarceration or through community supervision orders. All individuals 
respond to trauma in different ways. That said, my initial bias led me to believe that victims who 
have been harmed would ask for punishment or retribution when many do not. From my 
perspective, the Canadian criminal justice system as it exists in the real world, as opposed to on 
paper, does not have the capacity to bring about that change in behaviour that victims as well as 
overall society would like to see in those who have committed crime. Restorative Justice allows 
offenders and victims, where appropriate and with consent, to come together and truly address the 
harm caused and the immediate and persisting consequences of this harm. Some may say that this 
perspective is ‘rose coloured’ in nature, however, I suggest that the overwhelming amount of 
administrative charges before the courts in BC is proof enough that what we are currently doing is 
not working. Therefore, the logical response would be to try something different. 

In meeting with Mr. Glassey, I am confident that the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society will 
bring about phenomenal change to Port Alberni, a community in need of support. Here exists an 
opportunity to bolster confidence, accountability and systemic change. Restorative Justice is so 
prevalently needed and under-utilized or perhaps plain misunderstood. Overall, we must now 
recognize that our societal response to criminal behaviour and the ensuing consequences are not 
effective. We must invest our time, energy, and financial resources into the development of 
alternatives to support the fruition of justice in our communities, provinces, and country.  As such, 
as a concerned citizen in Port Alberni, BC, I wish to voice my support for the Alberni Valley 
Restorative Justice Society.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Port Alberni Community Member 

To Whom it may concern: 

I am a concerned citizen of Port Alberni. My educational background is in Criminology and 
Sociology. I take keen interest in people’s capacity for change and I strongly believe this is bolstered 
by social support. Over the course of my developing career, I have been exposed to many failings of 
the systems that justice involved folks interact with. From the criminal justice system, healthcare 
system and beyond, many individuals find themselves in a very vulnerable position due to 
substance use, mental health concerns, houselessness, lack of social support, poverty and many 
other compounding barriers. I have observed that it is easy for the general public to brush these 
populations aside and for policy makers to make determinations holding similar unchecked or 
uninformed biases. Resultantly, people in Port Alberni are suffering and there is not enough 
attention or resources currently targeting the roots of criminal behaviour.   

These observations have led me to feel disappointment and frustration at times, but most often I 
am motivated to work alongside individuals and organizations who challenge the status-quo. If 
there is anything that my life experience overall, my professional experience, as well as my 
education has taught me, it is to challenge things as they exist in the present. This is done through 
curiosity, open-mindedness and critical thought. Interestingly, I find our criminal justice system 
lacking in its fundamental principles of justice. It is my strong belief that this has been a cumulative 
result of years of complacency or ignorance on the part of government policy makers, employees, 
as well as Canadian citizens overall.  Of course, this is a broad sweeping generalization and by no 
means is a complete reflection of reality. In fact, I am surrounded by like-minded individuals who 
are passionate about the work that they do and the people that they serve. It is my hope that this 
passion will translate into systemic change. I am not ignorant to the fundamental need for 
accountability, denunciation and deterrence within the criminal justice system. I do however find it 
ironic that a Canadian justice principle in sentencing is rehabilitation. 

 A lot can be said about each principle of justice and with my educational background and 
professional experience I am left with many questions about the justice system’s capacity for 
any/all of the principles that it is based on. In British Columbia alone, an exorbitant number of 
offences being heard in provincial criminal court are administrative in nature, or breach charges. 
Potential consequences include fines or incarceration; the irony being the environment in British 
Columbia’s custody centres. These centres are often under or inadequately staffed and they house 
populations with which staff are not necessarily capable of supporting; those with complex mental 
health and substance use needs, traumatic or acquired brain injury, those with FASD, etcetera. As 
such, I have observed little to no rehabilitation offered to justice involved folks within custody 
centres. There are not enough staff to run programs and if they do, the structure of said programs 
does not always meet best-practice criteria. Custody is the best chance for many people to access 
support because they are no longer surrounded by unregulated peer influence, and they do not 
have the same degree of access to intoxicants as they would in community. Further, if they are 
incarcerated, there are very few barriers to entering the program room to participate. The reality is 
this rehabilitation is not currently happening province wide within these centres or outside them. 
Although some centres find themselves in better standing than others in this regard, the 
institutional standards of change work are limited. 

 

Christina Brack

2549 3rd Ave

Port Alberni BC V9Y 2B5

July 23, 2024

Mayor Sharie Minions & Council

City of Port Alberni

4850 Argyle St

Port Alberni BC V9Y 1V8

Dear Mayor Minions and Council,

I am pleased to write this letter of support for the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society. I am
a strong advocate for community safety and wellness built upon collaboration among
individuals, organizations, businesses and service providers. It is my belief that restorative
justice plays an integral role in this cohesiveness, particularly in building stronger bonds and
resilience within the community.

Restorative justice offers an effective and powerful alternative to traditional justice methods with
focus placed upon repairing relationships, evoking personal growth, and fostering compassion
for all those involved. Through the proactive approach of restorative justice, offenders are
offered the opportunity to take responsibility for their actions in a meaningful way, understanding
their accountability, and ultimately reduce likelihood of recidivism. Victims are empowered with
having a voice in the process and taking part in the steps towards healing. Many individuals
may be involved in a single case including law enforcement and community service providers to
tailor solutions unique to each situation. With this approach, the community becomes safer,
more empathetic, and harmonious.

By supporting restorative justice in the community, I think this highlights the City’s commitment
to progressive steps towards safety and wellbeing while seeking a deeper understanding of root
causes of conflict and crime, ultimately reducing demands on law enforcement, emergency
responses, and service providers. I strongly feel that accessible restorative justice processes
will enhance our community and I look forward to witnessing the positive impact Alberni
Restorative Justice Society brings in the future.

Christina Brack, HSW

July 20, 2024 
Dear Members of the City Council,     
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the Alberni Valley Restorative 
Justice Society and their commendable efforts to integrate restorative practices 
throughout our community. As the Vice President of the Alberni District 
Teachers’ Union, I have witnessed firsthand the growing need for effective and 
constructive conflict resolution methods. 
 
Restorative practices offer an invaluable approach to addressing conflicts, 
fostering understanding, and building stronger, more resilient communities. In 
the Alberni Valley, where diverse perspectives and experiences can sometimes 
lead to misunderstandings and discord, the need for restorative justice is more 
pressing than ever. By focusing on dialogue, accountability, and healing, 
restorative justice not only resolves conflicts but also promotes long-term 
harmony and cohesion. 
 
I am particularly enthusiastic about the principles and methods of restorative 
justice, which align closely with the values of empathy, equity, and community 
building that we strive to uphold within our educational system. The 
Restorative Justice Society’s dedication to these principles and their proactive 
efforts to implement them within our community are both admirable and 
essential. 
 
Supporting the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society is an investment in 
the well-being and future of our community. Their work has the potential to 
transform how we address and resolve conflicts, creating a safer and more 
inclusive environment for all residents. I firmly believe the Alberni Valley 
Restorative Justice Society will continue to make significant positive impacts 
with your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Wendy Arnett 
Vice President, Alberni District Teachers’ Union 
 

4558 Adelaide St. 
Port Alberni, BC  
V9Y6N3 
Office: (250) 724-5021 
Fax: (250) 724-0442 
Email: warnett311@gmail.com   
Website: https://adtu.ca/ 

 

  
Phone: 604-414-4203 / Fax: 604.485.9244   
Email: qCJ@qathetCJ.org    
Office: #116-4708 Joyce Ave, Powell River, BC 

 Mailing Address: #218–6975 Alberni Street, Powell River, BC V8A 2B8  
     

Celebrating Diversity, Promoting Peace 

 
RE: SUPPORT FOR ALBERNI VALLEY RESTORATIVE JUSTICE  
August 23rd, 2024 
 
To the City of Port Alberni, 

I’m writing in support of the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society (AVRJS) request for annual base 
funding to support their delivery of justice services in your community. As the Executive Director for qathet 
Community Justice Society (qCJ), a restorative justice organization serving qathet Regional District, 
including the City of Powell River, I am deeply aware of the need for core funding.  

Each year, we struggle to apply for grants to keep our doors open and continue offering services. We are 
forced to reinvent ourselves with new and interesting projects, as few funding sources support core 
operational expenses. Core operational funding is what we need to create strong organizations that serve their 
communities well. When organizations are scrambling to find new grants each year, they are unable to focus 
their efforts where it matters – on their community members and the services they require to live in a just, 
safe and equitable community.  

We are grateful to have received grant support from the City of Powell River and the qathet Regional District 
in the past. Support from local government demonstrates a commitment to a shared vision of community. It 
demonstrates accountability to address the complex web of social issues facing our communities, and an 
acknowledgement that we must work together to make it happen. Other successful restorative justice 
programs receive base annual funding from their local governments, and we intend to pursue this in qathet.  

I wish your community the very best and hope to see increased support for restorative justice services 
throughout BC. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Siobhan Brown 

Executive Director 
qathet Community Justice (qCJ) 

August 26, 2024

To Whom It May Concern: 

Re: Alberni Restorative Justice

I am writing this letter of support for a program that I strongly believe in. I had my first 
encounter and experience with Restorative Justice aboiut 20 years ago when I fostered 
children. I had a teenager in my care who shoplifted at a grocery store in the Alberni Valley. The 
case was referred to Restorative Justice and I went through the process with her and made sure 
that all was followed through. She completed the requests from the “harmed” and upon 
completion and even to this day, she has stayed on the right path.

I am grateful to RJ for leading the way for many, especially our youth  who may just need 
awakening and new path to follow. If the City has some funding available to support this 
worthwhile program then I do fully support this great program that helps steer youth/people onto 
a better path. 

Thank you,

Debra Masso

1-250-731-9264

The Salvation Army Alberni Valley Ministries
The Salvation Army Bread of Life Centre

4835 Argyle Street Port Alberni BC, V9Y 1V9
3130 3rd Avenue, Port Alberni, BC V9Y 4C8

To Whom it May Concern:

The Salvation Army has been a strong supporter of Restorative Justice initiatives in the Alberni Valley for a
number of years. We have been blessed to have a member sit on the AVRJ board. We have provided
supervision, support, and mentorship for individuals involved in the restorative justice process. Further we have
provided opportunities for people to contribute to the community and provide service hours at The Salvation
Army!

I personally believe the restorative justice practices are essential to any community and do support the Alberni
Valley Restorative Justice Society.

Sincerely,
THE SALVATION ARMY

Major Michael Ramsay
The Salvation Army
Alberni Valley Ministries

 July 22nd, 2024 

 

 
July 22nd, 2024.  
 
To: City of Port Alberni  
 
Re: Support Letter for the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society 
 
Please accept this letter of support for the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice 
Society (AVRJS). The Tla-o-qui-aht Justice Department has witnessed the 
commitment of AVRJS to integrating restorative practices to address and 
resolve conflicts constructively in the central region of Vancouver Island.  
 
We are grateful for the AVRJS's support, which has not been limited to Port 
Alberni. They have extended their services to Tla-o-qui-aht members in the 
Tofino area, as well as those living in Port Alberni. Their services in the 
central region have been instrumental in enabling our members to engage in 
restorative justice practices.  
 
As the Justice Manager working with the Tla-o-qui-aht Justice Committee, 
we share similar goals with the AVRJS. Our mutual aim is to explore 
alternatives for resolving conflicts, as Tla-o-qui-aht and other Nuu-chah-
nulth communities are committed to reducing the over-representation of 
Indigenous peoples in incarceration or the justice system as a whole.  
 
The AVRJS has taken the initiative to reach out to First Nation communities. 
They are committed to inclusion and collaboration with other communities 
such as ours.  
 
Kind regards,  
Tla-o-qui-aht Justice Manager, 
Curtis Tom  
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Public Prosecution Service 
of Canada 

Service des poursuites 
pénales du Canada 

(m):   604-666-5250 
(f):     604-666-1599 

 
British Columbia Regional Office 
12th Floor – 800 Burrard Street 
Vancouver, BC 
V6Z 0B9 

Bureau régional de la Colombie-Britannique 
12e étage – 800 Rue Burrard 
Vancouver, (C.-B) 
V6Z 0B9 
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July 29, 2024 
 
 
Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society 
9438 Faber Road 
Port Alberni, BC V9C 9Y4 
 

 
VIA EMAIL: albernivalleyrj@gmail.com 
 

 
We write this letter to confirm that the Public Prosecution Service of Canada has been 
working with Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society (“AVRJS”) since November 2023 
for restorative justice and diversion from the criminal legal system.  
 
To date, we have referred one file to AVRJS involving complex possession for the 
purpose of trafficking charges under the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act. These 
charges are serious and involve the possibility of a federal prison sentence for the 
accused. Further, drug trafficking files do not have a “direct victim” and, consequently, 
AVRJS has demonstrated flexibility, creativity, and commitment in holding the accused 
accountable for their offending conduct, and in developing effective restorative justice 
processes and plans.  
 
In receiving our referral, AVRJS has worked in partnership with the Public Prosecution 
Service of Canada. As Crown Counsel, we enthusiastically support the work of AVRJS 
as we recognize the need for restorative justice services to effectively respond to 
offending behaviour in a holistic and comprehensive manner. It is anticipated that our 
referrals to AVRJS will increase as we consider more files for diversion in the Alberni 
Valley. We hope to continue sending referrals to AVRJS in the future and look forward to 
our continued partnership with this dedicated organization. 

 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
Chantelle Coulson and Gillian Angrove 
Crown Counsel 
Public Prosecution Service of Canada 
British Columbia Regional Office 
CC/ME 

 

peaceofthecircle.com 

October 3, 2024 
 
Re: Letter of Support 
 Grant Application by the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am writing to express my support for the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society’s 
application for the “Support Indigenous Victims of Crime” grant. As a criminologist and 
international expert in restorative justice with extensive experience working in various settings, I 
endorse this multi-year project and its mission to support Indigenous victims of crime in the 
Alberni Valley. 
 
Restorative justice is fundamentally centered on the needs of victims, offering a framework that 
is inclusive, healing-focused, and community-based. A restorative approach is particularly vital 
when working with Indigenous populations who continue to be over-represented and harmed by 
criminal justice systems. The proposed project emphasizes collaboration with the Indigenous 
peoples and Nations of the Alberni Valley, and prioritizes the voices and experiences of those 
most impacted by crime. 
 
The commitment to collaboration and healing aligns with the core principles of restorative 
justice, which place victims at the heart of the process and addresses harm in ways that promote 
healing for individuals, families, and communities. 
 
The phased structure of this project is thoughtful and strategic. Phase 1’s focus on identifying 
types of crime, understanding their impact, and mapping existing services is essential for 
creating clarity and a solid foundation for moving forward. The research-driven approach 
ensures that the project will address real, identified needs within the community. 
 
Phase 2’s development of a pilot program, combined with an assessment and refinement of 
services, is a critical step toward implementing practical, victim-centric solutions. By integrating 
services that can both prevent harm and promote healing, and fine-tuning the approach based on 
community feedback, this project enhances its success and impact. 
 
Phase 3’s commitment to scaling the most effective services and securing long-term funding 
demonstrates a sustainable, future-focused vision and benefiting Indigenous communities. 
 
The Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society has a deep commitment to restorative values and 
principles. I have confidence in their ability to complete their proposed project with care, 
integrity and collaboration with Indigenous communities. I recommend your full consideration. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Dr. Evelyn Zellerer 
she/her 
Director, Peace of the Circle 
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October 8, 2024

To whom it may concern

On behalf of Council for the City of Port Alberni, I am writing to express our support in principle,
for the "Support Indigenous Victims of Crime" project, led by the Alberni Valley Restorative
Justice Society. This initiative aligns with Council's key priority of fostering a complete
community—one that is safe, healthy, and inclusive for all residents.

Port Alberni is proud to be home to many Indigenous people and we are aware of the unique
challenges they face, particularly when it comes to crime and victimization. This project directly
addresses those challenges by developing culturally relevant and restorative approaches that
support healing and justice. The collaboration with local First Nations and support organizations
ensures that these efforts are grounded in the lived experiences and needs of our Indigenous
citizens.

We are especially encouraged by the project's practical focus on identifying gaps in services
and piloting high-priority solutions. This aligns with Council's efforts to create meaningful
partnerships and improve services for all residents. Supporting Indigenous victims of crime
contributes directly to our goals of making Port Alberni a safer and more inclusive community.

We are fully committed to supporting the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society in this
important work, and we believe this project will have a lasting, positive impact on the Alberni
Valley as a whole.

Yours truly
CITY OF PORT ALBERNI

^^— -----

Sharie Minions
Mayor

M. Fox, CAO
S. Darling, Director of Corporate Services
M. Massicotte, Manager of Community Safety and Social Development

October 4th, 2024 
 
 

 
To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing to offer my full support for the “Support Indigenous Victims of 
Crime” project (SIVC), spearheaded by the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice 
Society (AVRJS) in collaboration with local First Nations and social service 
organisations. This vital initiative, focused on addressing the specific harms and 
challenges faced by Indigenous victims of crime in the Alberni Valley, represents 
an important step toward creating justice and healing for Indigenous people in our 
region. 

As the Member of Parliament for Courtenay—Alberni, I am deeply committed to 
advancing reconciliation and ensuring that Indigenous peoples have access to 
justice and culturally appropriate support services. The SIVC project aligns with 
these values by placing Indigenous voices, needs, and experiences at the heart of 
the initiative. The project’s structure, which includes identifying gaps in existing 
services, piloting new, high-priority solutions, and scaling successful programs, is 
both thoughtful and action-oriented. 

What is particularly meaningful about this project is its focus on collaborating with 
local First Nations. This ensures that Indigenous perspectives guide every phase of 
the process. It is critical that solutions for supporting victims of crime are 
developed with a deep understanding of Indigenous cultures and histories. This 
project does exactly that by emphasizing community involvement, cultural 
relevance, and trauma-informed care. 

The work of the AVRJS and its partners in addressing the unique harms 
experienced by Indigenous victims is essential to creating safer and more 
supportive communities. I have long advocated for Indigenous justice and equality, 
and I believe that this initiative will have a lasting impact by both addressing 
immediate needs and laying the foundation for sustainable, long-term change. 

I wholeheartedly endorse this project and commend the Alberni Valley Restorative 
Justice Society and their partners for their dedication to supporting Indigenous 
victims of crime. I look forward to seeing the positive outcomes that this initiative 
will bring to our communities. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me through my office if elaboration or clarification 
is required concerning any aspect of this letter of support. 

Yours truly, 

 

 
Gord Johns, MP 
Courtenay-Alberni 

 
TSESHAHT 
FIRST NATION 5091 Tsuma-as Dr. Port Alberni, BC V9Y 8X9 

P: 250.724.1225 | F: 250.724.4385 | Tseshaht.com
 

 

October 9, 2024 

 

 Re: Our Support for the Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society and The SIVC Grant Submission 

To whom it may concern,  

On behalf of Tseshaht First Nation, we would like to express our support for the efforts being made to secure grant 
funding to support Indigenous victims of crime. We recognize the importance of addressing the unique challenges 
faced by Indigenous communities and ensuring that victims receive the culturally sensitive care and resources they 
need. 

This formal letter of support from Tseshaht First Nation for the grant application which is aimed at providing 
resources and services to Indigenous victims of crime. Our community stands behind this initiative and believes that 
this funding will help address critical gaps in support and services for our people.  While we wholeheartedly endorse 
the project as a whole, we are particularly compelled by its focus on understanding the unique harms faced by 
Indigenous victims of crime through the lenses of Indigenous philosophy, culture, and history. By designing 
solutions grounded in these perspectives, we believe this initiative will offer a much needed and culturally resonant 
approach to support services for our members. 
 
This project will also be developed in line with Tseshaht’s priorities, conditions, and recognition of unceded 
Tseshaht territory. Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society (AVRJS) has acknowledged the region they are 
working in is the traditional territory of Tseshaht and will acknowledge this in all print material, communications, 
events or meetings. Finally, Tseshaht First Nation is willing to support AVRJS by providing youth, elders, staff and 
community members where input is needed.  

Tseshaht also has conditions that must be met for all letters of support which are also applicable for this initiative, 
that include, but are not limited to:  

1. Governance - pending Tseshaht availability; a role/seat for Tseshaht any governance board, committee or 
working group on the subject matter when applicable.  

2. Cultural - Tseshaht participation in any opportunities given this is in our territory with Tseshaht protocols 
and ceremonies as agreed to by Tseshaht.  

3. Territorial recognition - a commitment to acknowledge the unceded territory of Tseshaht First Nation 
where practicable. 

4. Tseshaht participation - specific seats or other opportunities for Tseshaht and members in the initiative 
5. Employment and Training - that employment and training opportunities be provided directly to Tseshaht 

members if possible. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

ƛ̓eekoo ƛ̓eekoo  

 

 

Wahmeesh (Ken Watts)  

cc. Tseshaht Council, Ha’wiih and applicable staff 

ALBERNI VALLEY RESTORATIVE JUSTICE SOCIETY

Letters of Support 
from 

Our Community 

2024



11

Agenda
Welcome 
Restorative Justice in Our Valley 
Minutes and Financials 
A Look Ahead 
Our Special Guest 
Restorative Alberni Awards 
Questions, Next Steps, Wrap Up 
Adjourn
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Business Section 
Of Our AGM
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2023 
Renew our vision. 
Renew our board. 

Income Received* 
$  4,000 

Cases 
Few. 
Simple. 

# of Partners: 1

A Little History

**
Community Foundation

* Civil Forfeiture
CAP Grant CAP Grant

2024 
Grow awareness. 
Grow capacity. 

Income Received** 
$  46,000 

Cases 
Few more. 
More serious. 
More complex. 

# of Partners: 6
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Previous 
Minutes

ALBERNI VALLEY RESTORATIVE JUSTICE SOCIETY

AGM Meeting Minutes for AVRJS

December 6th 2023, 6:30-8:00pm
Echo Field House

Attendance: Carol Wright, Alex Glassey, David Brooks, Jordan Hamlyn, Michael Ramsay, Jackie
Chambers, Dave, Boyd Gallic, Abu, Kate Heibert,
Regrets: Leanne Wrigley,

1. **Welcome and Introductions**
   - Chairperson’s opening remarks
   - Introduction of board members and special guests

2. **Approval of Agenda**
   - Motion to approve the agenda for the meeting (Attachment 1): David Brooks.
- Seconded by Jackie Chambers

3. **Review and Approval of Previous AGM Minutes (Attachment 2)**
   - Presentation of the minutes from the last AGM. LM
   - Motion to approve the minutes: Jackie Chambers
- Seconded by David Brooks

4. **Chairperson’s Report**
   - Overview of the past year’s activities and achievements. LM
   - Discussion on challenges faced and how they were addressed. LM

5. **Financial Report** 
   - Presentation of the annual financial statements by the Treasurer(Attachment 3).
   - Explanation of financial position and major expenses. AG
   - Motion to approve the financial report: David Brooks
- Seconded by Jackie Chambers

6. **Special Presentation: Principles of Restorative Justice**
   - A brief educational segment about the basic principles of Restorative Justice. AG
   - Discussion of how these principles are applied in the society's activities.

/JC - education/DB -various stages of implementation /MR – conflict resolution in the
Salvation Army (3-4 sentences each)

7. **Review of Strategic Plan and Future Goals**
   - Discussion of the long-term goals and upcoming projects. AG
   - Soliciting feedback and ideas frommembers.

8. **Open Forum / Q&A Session**
   - Opportunity for members to ask questions, provide feedback, or discuss concerns.

9. **Acknowledgements and Appreciations**
    - Recognition of Lorraine Lee’s and Sandy Anweiler’s contributions  JC

10. **Adjournment**
    - Motion to adjourn the meeting: Jackie Chambers

Seconded by David Brooks
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Last Year's Financial Statements
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2023 
Renew our vision. 
Renew our board. 

Income Received* 
$  4,000 

Cases 
Few. 
Simple. 

# of Partners: 1

A Look Forward
2025 

Grow referrals. 
Grow programs. 

Income Received*** 
$ 146,000+ (projected) 

Cases 
Many more. 
Simple to complex. 
Less to very serious. 

# of Partners: 10+

***
Others... !

** BC Gaming Grant
Community Foundation Federal Justice SIVC 

Grant* Civil Forfeiture Civil Forfeiture
CAP Grant CAP Grant CAP Grant

2024 
Grow awareness. 
Grow capacity. 

Income Received** 
$  46,000 

Cases 
Few more. 
More serious. 
More complex. 

# of Partners: 6
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PROGRAMS

CASES 
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- number 
- training
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2025 
Grow referrals. 
Grow programs. 

Income Received*** 
$ 146,000+ (projected) 

Cases 
Many more. 
Simple to complex. 
Less to more serious. 

# of Partners: 10+

PARTNERS

Program 
Development

Community Circles

Referral 
Management
R.A. Referral 
Assessment
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Alana Maas
Special Guest
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Restorative 
Alberni 
Awards
Jackie Chambers, 
Board Member and 
Facilitator 
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Wendy Haas
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Travis Clem
Salvation Army
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Kyle Dornan
RCMP
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MaryAnn Gillis
SD70 and ADSS
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Any Questions or Comments 
Before We Wrap Up?
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Wrapping Up...
Community Guidance Card 
Board Information Session: Dec 12, 3:30pm, Public Safety Bldg. 
Next Board Meeting: January 9, 3:30pm, Public Safety Bldg. 
Community Circle: January 
RJ Referral Assessment: approx. January 15.
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COMMUNITY GUIDANCE CARD 
Please help us plan our 2025 activities by completing and returning this card. 
All information is strictly confidential and will not be shared. Thank you. !  

Your name: ____________________________________________________ 

I’d like to learn more about FACILITATING. 

I’d like to learn more about becoming a BOARD MEMBER. 

I may want to attend or participate in a COMMUNITY CIRCLE. 

I’d like to learn how this could benefit my ORGANISATION. 

I may want to participate in an RJ REFERRAL ASSESSMENT. 

I have these additional comments / questions: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

The best way to reach me is:    ⃝  Phone     ⃝  Text     ⃝  Email at: 

_____________________________________________________________
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ALBERNI VALLEY RESTORATIVE JUSTICE SOCIETY

https://www.expedia.com/Vancouver-Island.dx6058387?gallery-dialog=gallery-open

Restorative Alberni AGM

This document © 2024 Alberni Valley Restorative Justice Society. All rights reserved.

Thank you!


