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100 Service Dogs for 100 Veterans

Program Goals and Objectives: 
To remove barrier to K9 service 

dog training to veterans and active 
duty service members. 

2. To create a standard of 
operations for training K9 Service 

dogs . 

3. To bring together K9 Trainers to 
review, adjust standards and 

develop and establish an agreed 
upon set of standards for training 

Service dogs, specifically for 
veterans and active duty related 

health issues.



/ Empowering Veterans Through Service Dogs

Highlighting our current set 
challenges and solutions
• As of January 2022, the most current rate of 

veteran suicide in the United States was 
approximately 17.2 deaths by suicide per day, 
according to data from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA).  17.2 x 365 = 6278 
Veterans a year

• Currently there are no standard operating 
procedures, manual or a cohesive set of 
guidelines for training service dogs tailored to 
veterans within the United States.

• Because there is no current SOP, there are no 
accredited trainers adhering to a standardized 
framework tailored explicitly for the veterans' 
service dog training sector.
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/ Supporting Veterans through Service Dogs

Service Dogs: Training 
Program Overview
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Training 
methodologies

Lectures

Demonstrations

Hands-on practice

Role-playing exercises

Duration
Flexible scheduling

Varies based on 
trainer availability

Content of the 
program

Canine behavior

Obedience training

Task training

Mental health 
awareness



/ Supporting Veterans through Service Dogs

Train the Trainer – T3
Fortifying a Standard of Excellence



/ Supporting Veterans through Service Dogs

The Role of Service Dogs

• How service dogs can help
• Emotional support
• Crisis intervention
• Companionship
• Sense of security

• Case studies: Veterans and their service dogs
• Reduced anxiety
• Improved mental health
• Enhanced quality of life
• Decreased isolation
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Connecting 
Veterans with 
Service Dogs
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Matching Process

• Identify veterans' needs and service dogs' abilities
• Evaluate compatibility based on personalities and 

requirements
• Ensure successful pairing for effective support

Success Stories of Veterans and Service 
Dogs
• Veterans find comfort and companionship in their 

service dogs and through veteran peer support 
services

• Service dogs provide emotional support during 
challenging times

• Stories of veterans overcoming struggles with their 
loyal companions
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Moving Forward: Expanding Access 
to Service Dogs

Challenges in access
• Limited funding for service dog programs
• Long waiting lists for service dog placements
• Lack of awareness about service dog benefits

Future directions for increasing availability
• Establishing partnerships with other veteran 
organizations

• Expanding training programs for service dog 
trainers

• Train the Trainer – T3 Certification
• Implementing outreach campaigns to educate 
the public 8
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Outreach and Awareness
• Enhancing visibility through traditional and social 
media
• Leveraging media for broad reach
• Utilizing social platforms for engagement

• USAVET.org and its role in supporting veterans 
and their families
• Key platform for veteran assistance
• Resource hub for military families

• Collaborative efforts for diversity, equity, and 
inclusion
• Promoting diverse perspectives and voices
• Ensuring equal opportunities for all
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Impact of Service Dogs on Veterans' Mental Health / 

Conclusion: The Future of Service 
Dogs and Veterans' Health

• Recap of service dogs' impact on veterans
• Positive mental health outcomes
• Enhanced emotional support
• Reduced suicide risk

• Ongoing research and future directions
• Innovative training techniques
• Advanced mental health interventions
• Long-term impact studies

• How to support this cause
• Spread awareness through education
• Donate / Fund research initiatives
• Engage in community partnerships
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