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Fr'\da\/ 30th danuary 2026

tteads corner
Dear Parents and Carers,

VWe hope you are all well. It's been a rainy couple of weeks but the days are getting lighter and Spring is on the way!

On Monda\/ 19th Januar\/, we celebrated World Religion Da\/. In our assemblies and in class, the children learned about the
other faiths and beliefs that make up our school and local community, and the importance of respecting these different
beliefs . This really links with Roots and Wings and our values of Be Caring, Be Curious, Be Confident and Be Cooperative. Lots
of the children wore their traditional clothes and looked amazing! Thank you for all your support to make this a fantastic da\/.

Following on from this we marked Holocaust Memorial Day on Tuesday 27th January. There was a special assembly for Years
15 and 6, where we remembered all those who have been affected by the Holocaust or other genocides in the world since
then. In classes, the children were thinking about the importance of respect and care for everyone, regardless of their culture
and beliefs. The children all worked very sensibly and sensitively when talking and thinking about these important issues, just
as they always do.

VWe are very excited to welcome the Hyde Foundation to school next week for the official opening of our new library. Following
our grant application The Hyde Foundation made a very generous donation to Underhill, and we have been able to renovate our
new library space. The room has been painted and we have some beautiful new library furniture as well. It looks really
wonderful and the children are loving using it. This week, they started their weekly visits to the library again and the children
have been using the library at lunchtimes as well. They have been practising putting books back in the correct place and
making sure that we really look after this wonderful new resource. VVe love reading at Underhilll

Our football, netball and basketball teams have been playing lots of matches and showing great tfeam work and attitude in
all of the games whatever the result. Out netball feam are on a winning streak in their league and next week in the deciding
match to see who will be the league winner and go on fo the across London games. VWe are very proud of all our tfeams and
the great role models they are for the younger children.

And our choir have been doing fantastic things tool On Monday 19th, they took part in Young Voices 2026 and performed af
the O2 with choirs from schools across London. They were brilliant all day and we are so proud of them all. It was a fantastic
experience and as one child said: | felt like Taylor Swiftl Congratulations to them alll

We have a busy couple of weeks coming up with lofs of different events happening There is information on the website
about them but just in case, don't forget..

Sth February - PTA Friendship Disco
o6th Februar\/ - NSPCC Number Day
9-13th Februar\/ - Music week

10th Februar\/ - Safer Infernet Da\/

Have a great weekend!

Jennie Reed and Nicola Hay\es



http://www.underhillschool.org/
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Please remember any absences need to be reported daily to
attendance@underhillbarnetmailnet
Or via the school website
https//underhillschool.couk/attendance-]

Absences before and after a school ho\'\da\/ may be liable to a fixed
pem\’ry notice from Barnet Education welfare team unless medical
evidence is provided
Please complete an Absence request form
nttps//formsgle/JKINSJ7nzv2FRIFUS for any planned absences of
more than 1 day

Attendance

95-100% Target for all pupils
90-95% Monitored by school, meeting arranged with teacher
85-90% Invited in for meeting with Heads and attendance

Referral Education Welfare Officer may come at any stage and will
depend on individual circumstances/case
If you would like a meeting to discuss your childs attendance please
call the school office

97.29% 95.59%
94.16% 93.35%
Fire 94.35% 93.27%
92.07% 88.73%

Geech 90% 88.89%
1 Dak 95.5% 86.87%
1 Willow 94.4% 93.58%
2 Chestnut 95.3% 91.11%
) Cedar 98.4% 97.33%
) Yew 94.8% 96%

4 Cherry 90.4% 95.12%
4 Larch, 96.8% 92.34%
4 Sycamore 93.5% 91.88%
5 H‘ollj 92.6% 96.67%
5 laurel 90.6% 87.92%
G €lm 99.1% 97.57%
G Hawthorn 98.4% 97.22%

94.46% 92.54%
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Underhill School and Children’s Centre

APPOINTMENTS DURING SCHOOL HOURS

To help us keep all students safe and minimise classroom disruptions, we kindly ask parents and
carers to no’r‘n‘\/ the school office in advance b\/ emailing (attendance@underhillbarnetmailnet) if
their child needs to leave early for an appointment. Advance notice allows us to have students ready
at the correct fime and ensures a smooth sign-out process. Thank Yyou for your cooperation.

UNDERRILL ARE BASKETBALL BOROUGH CHAMPIONS!

An incredible display of skill, resilience, and shot-making across the tournament. We
won every game, with a nail-biting final that saw us go 2-0 down ear\\/—before holding
it together and fighting back to finish 8-4

VWWe've regained our title and will now represent Barnet in the England NBA P\a\/oﬁ‘s.
taking on the other London borough champions this summer. Bring it on '




Thursday 5th

PTA Friendship Disco

Friday 6th

NSPCC Number Day

Monday 9th - Friday 13th

Music and Assessment week

Monday 9th - Friday 13th

Scholastic Book fair

Tuesday 10th Safer Internet Day

February Wednesday 11th Y1-6 Parents’ Evening 3:30-7pm
Thursday 12th Y1-6 Parents Evening 3:30-5pm
Monday 16th- Friday 20th Half term
23rd-27th Design and Technology Week
Friday 27th Year 2 Bake Sale
Friday 27th 3 Cedar Class Assembly
Thursday 5th World Book Day
Friday 6th PTA Sing-A-Long Movie Night KS2
Friday 13th PTA Own Clothes Day and bring an Easter Egg
Friday 13th 3 Yew Class Assembly
Monday 9th- Friday 13th March | British Science Week

March

Monday 16th - Friday 20th

Neurodiversity week

Friday 20th Year 1 Bake Sale
Saturday 21st PTA Easter Fair
Thursday 26th House Easter Egg Hunt
Friday 27th Break up 1:30pm




Underhill School and Children’s Centre

What's been happening at Underhill this fortnight

23.1.26 Telling the time in Blossom!

75 @R

The children in Blossom have been having fun thinking about what they

do each day and then learning to sequence these activities. They have

also been learning to tell the time.

23.1.26 Colourful creations in 23.1.26 Reception Rockets!
Nursery

This week Conker class have been reading In Reception we have been learning about travel and journeys. Last
, . , week we were learning about space travel and the children were given a
the story 'Elmer and the Rainbow.' The o nne i e
mission to design and make their own space rockets as part of their
children enjoyed I'I'Il:ll(lr'lg their own FGfChWOfk home learning. This photo is just a sample of some of the amazing

elephants and used lots of different colours. rockets and space ships that were made!l We are just waiting to hear
Some children cut out small pieces of tissue il bt S et T sl T
paper and others used paint; carefully
ensuring they did not mix the colours and
make everything brown! During a session with
the older children, we asked the question 'is
patchwork Elmer the same or different from
the other elephants?' The children really
enjoyed the discussion and came to the
conclusion that all the elephants were the

same but were wearing different clothes.
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What's been happening at Underhill this fortnight
23.1.26 A busy week in Year 2!

AN

30.1.26 Printing patterns in Year 1!
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We have been reading ‘The Bog Baby'
written by Jeanne Willis. The children created

their own bog baby and have started to write

g
g =W
we

-
their own narrative in the same style. They
This week in English, we have been learning about the features of a |
H
letter. We talked about what makes a good letter and practised writing srehes
our own. _
Ml welliave besnienlsring capacibyand vokene. Theehilkien In Maths, we have been learning all about
e e s el e e e (e = money. We have been using plastic meney to
e | make different amounts and pretending to

buy items in order to calculate how much their

In Art, we have been |rac|rr1ir|g about colours and we used LEGO bricks
purchases will cost and how much change they

to create fun printed patterns.
Well done, Year 1, for another great week of learning! will receive.

Qur topic this half term is Animals and
Human Life cycles. We have been learning
about life cycles and created our own life

23.1.26 Culinary delights in Year 3!

cycle wheels of a hen, a frog and a butterfly.

In Art, we have continued with colour mixing
and have also been exploring how to create
texture using cotton buds, sponges, plastic

forks, tin foil and lollipop sticks.

30.1.26 Year 4 visit the Young V&A!

Year 3 have been making delicious veggie
tarts using seasonal vege’rc:bhs. They had a
choice of: leeks, bell peppers, carrots, baby
spinach leaves and cherry tomatoes. Before

the Christmas holidays, in DT, they had to

taste test these 5 vegetables and give them o

score out of 5 based on their taste and

Year 4 had o fantastic time on their trip to the Young V&A on

texture. From this, they were allowed to choose
. . . : Tuesday. Th joyed looki t all the old t d explering th
their 3 favourites to use for their toppings. The Hesacy. They Emeyed fooking af ol The o1d fays and sxplonng e
different galleries designed for children. They loved playing old video
children impressed us with their amazing . .
games and dressmg up in the theatre.

They have also had o good week of learning in class and have learnt all
about evaporation and condensation in Science. In English, we have

locking at Viking mythical creatures and the children enjoyed

chopping skills and they tasted amazing!

researching to find out about them.
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What's been happening at Underhill this fortnight 7

23.1.26 Year 5 visit the Tower of 23.1.26 Learning about evolution in Year 6!
London

Year 5 had a fantastic trip to the Tower of

London. We took part in a workshop called
The Clueens Behind Henry where we learnt Year 6 have been learning about Charles Darwin and his Theory of

Evolution. In English, we h b di book called On the Origi
more about Henry Vlll's wives rather than just VTN, T ERgIER, We nave Becl reading @ sagk caled n e Hra

he “di 4 beheaded. died. di d of Species by Sabina Radeva. It is all about how Charles Darwin put
Fig “civarced, bengaded, dier, clivarad, together the theory that all living things have adopted to better suit

beheaded, survived rh'g,fme. their environments. We wrote a discovery narrative about Darwin

For Exump'e, did [ know that Catherine of exploring Uruguay and observing iguanas. We think he might have

Aragon was DCfUU"‘y’ the first ever female thought they locked like little dragons! After this, we are geoing to write

ambassador and Anne BO|E'5m could read and an explanation text about Galapagos Tortoises and how they have

write in five |unguuges? Some of us also had adapted to their specific environments. In Science we have been looking

the chance to role F"lﬂ‘_r' as historical Figures. at how and why adaptations are made. This week we experimented with
We also enjoyed learning about other aspects being Cocos Finches and tried to "peck” rice grains with different beaks
of the Tower of Londaon inc|uding seeing the (fingers, pegs and tweezers). After this, we can definitely see the

C ) | d the R | M ) I aodvantage of a specially adapted beak! It was really hard to “peck” the
rown Jewels an e Hoyal Menagerie: polar

rice up! Next week we are looking forward to how woolly mammoths

b l d elephant d to i t th
ears, flans and elephants used fo five at The (originally a tropical mammal like the elephant} evolved to survive the

Tower until they were rehomed to London Zoo

in the 1830s.

ice age...
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A Sure Start Children’s Centre
Underhill School and Children’s Centre

Spring Term Timetable 2026

el Children’s Centres

Inset Days
Underhill & BEYA 05.01.26

East-Central Locality

BEYA  :CoppelisWood: News'ead : Underhill
A Surs Siart Chilldran's Comtrs | A Surs Saart Childran's Cantre : A Sure Start Chaldrens Cantre = A Surp Start Oedddrens Contre
Stayand Play 0.05-10.30am  © :
c Lzt : I Childminders9.30-11 30am
. Parentand Toddier Yoga 10.30-11am | BabyStayand Play 130-2.30pM ! pegiatered OFSTED Chidminders Only
P . Non-walkers g Boogie Mites 1.30-% 15pm
Baby Stay and Play 1.15-215pm : 05
Moa-wilkers " : P
Stay and Play 10.30-120m
Stary and Play 9.45-11.15am - Childminders 5.30-11am o 05 ywars
0-5 years - Baby Ry Tame 1-1.45pm ] Baby Massage 12-1pm
orthske Primary School NIZ 8P+ Mon-walkers : Bweeksd mths Booking required
. Finchliey Youth Theatre N2 SED ¢ Rivyme Timsa 1-1.45pm
H ¥ 05 years
* Eaity Words Tagether at Two 1.30-2 30pm & Babiy Makaton Sing and Sign 12.45-1.30pm
Stay and Play 9.15-10-30am : -3 years = &mths-1 year Booking required
0-5 years - Searma: 1400 - 1160 Basking Required A Baby Stay and Play 1.30-3pm
Shake, Rattle and Roll 10.30-11am  : mmmnm E Hon-walkers
05 years x B Fun Toddler Circuit 12-1pm
: Bamwood W2 Starti: 250036 - T s s
years i :
> Dance and Movement 10.30-11.15am + h":&mm"m : FKhyme Time 1.15-2pm
; Waloers-3 years : L £ 0.5 ywars
= :+  Hope Comner Community Centre ENS 20Y
Baby Stay and Play 9.30-10 30am :‘ 5 Boogie Mites 9.15-10am
ped : Na Sessions : 0-5Vears
: Baby Mausage 10.45-1030am . % Intant Feeding Suppart Growp 12.30-2am
B Wesics-Non-rolledi Booking réquired B E Under 1%
d .
I J
ﬁ@. (BJARINIE[T]
Activities offered weekly unless otherwise stoted - LOMOON BOROUSH

Stay & Play
Fathers and Male Carers \
(Chibdrom Agod @ = 11 Years)

Saturday 24 January 10am - 12pm
Saturdny 28 February 10am - 12pm *
Saturday 28 March 10am - 12pm

Greentop Centre, Lanacre Avenue, Quakers Course, Grahame Park
HWS SWR

Caring for people, cur places and the planet

-

& w—  BARNED

LONDON ROROUGH

You Can
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" MAYS LANE, BARNET,
T0 BOOK CALL: o

@7746 039 3639
® info@smart-play.couk @ Smart Play E officialsmartplay

External Adverts

PETER PHILLIPS CRICKET

HOLIDAY COACHING COURSES FOR BOYS & GIRLS AGED 5 - 16

3 Y
Heeks Summer Cnn:k.et 2025 ___‘

FEBRUARY HALF TERM

CRICKET COURSE

MONDAY 16TH - FRIDAY 20TH FEBRUARY

With fantastic indoor and outdoor facilities it's ...
NON STOP CRICKET WHATEVER THE WEATHER!

Absolute beginners to established club players ...
Everyone is welcome!
Our courses take place at:
The Totteridge Academy - Barnet Lane, London, N20 BAZ

Far all the infarmation you need & to book visit: www peterphillipscricket couk
Or call Peter anytime on 07930 44 55 &&




