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Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2026-2027

	Date this summary was published
	September 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Juanita Bynoe

	Name of local music hub 
	B.E.A.T

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Rocksteady



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	At Underhill Primary School, music is a powerful way for children to express themselves creatively and confidently. It plays a vital role in personal development, wellbeing and cultural understanding. We aim to provide opportunities for all children to create, perform, listen to, analyse and enjoy music across a wide range of historical periods, genres and styles.
At Underhill, we are committed to ensuring children understand the value and importance of music within the wider community. We provide opportunities for pupils to apply their musical skills, knowledge and experiences in a variety of meaningful contexts, both within and beyond the classroom.
This plan sets out our music offer for the whole school. Music is embedded throughout school life, from carefully selected music played during assemblies, to weekly timetabled lessons, singing assemblies, yearly music weeks and additional instrumental opportunities. Every child is given the opportunity to experience and celebrate music in a range of forms.
Across Underhill Primary School, music is a timetabled lesson each week for all year groups. Children receive a minimum of one hour of curriculum music per week.
Our curriculum is informed by the Department for Education Model Music Curriculum (March 2021) and the National Curriculum. Lessons are delivered by class teachers, supported by a structured scheme of learning, and enhanced through partnerships with our local Music Hub.
The music curriculum across the school enables every child to:
· Listen to and appraise a wide range of music across the year, reflecting different cultures, traditions and historical periods.
· Play a variety of tuned and untuned instruments.
· Create and compose their own music individually and collaboratively.
· Perform to different audiences, developing confidence and stage presence.
· Develop an understanding of musical vocabulary and notation appropriate to their age.
Each taught lesson provides children with opportunities to rehearse, perform and celebrate their learning. In addition to class-based performances, children have the opportunity to perform during music celebration assemblies and whole-school events.
Whole School Music
Throughout the academic year, we bring the school community together through music.
This includes:
· Whole-school singing assemblies
· Seasonal performances (e.g. Music week, end-of-year performances)
Music is visible and valued across the school environment, reinforcing its importance within our wider curriculum.
Nursery and Reception (EYFS)
Music is embedded daily within Early Years provision. Singing, rhythm and listening activities form a natural part of classroom routines and continuous provision.
Children in EYFS:
· Take part in daily singing sessions
· Explore sound through play, including body percussion and classroom instruments
· Use a range of everyday objects to explore rhythm and pulse
· Participate in listening and response games
· Experience live or shared performances within school (Music week)
· Perform in an annual EYFS show or celebration
· Join weekly singing assemblies (class-based or whole school)
Teachers model musical vocabulary, demonstrate instrument sharing and encourage children to explore sound creatively and confidently.
Year 1 and Year 2 (Key Stage 1)
In Key Stage 1, children build upon their early musical experiences through structured weekly lessons.
Children:
· Follow a dedicated music scheme to support progression
· Play a range of tuned and untuned percussion instruments
· Explore pulse, rhythm and pitch
· Begin linking sounds to simple symbols and early notation
· Create short rhythmic and melodic patterns
· Perform in class assemblies and year group performances
· Take part in whole-school singing celebrations
Music lessons encourage participation, listening skills and growing confidence in performing to others.
Key Stage 2
In Key Stage 2, children develop greater technical skill, musical understanding and performance confidence. Through our partnership with our local Music Hub, pupils experience whole-class ensemble teaching, focusing on a specific instrument during the year.
Our current provision includes: 
· Choir
· Singing assembly
· Music performance assembly
In weekly lessons, each child has access to an instrument and learns to:
· Read and follow simple notation
· Play as part of an ensemble
· Develop accuracy in rhythm and pitch
· Compose short musical pieces
· Rehearse and refine performances
Children in Key Stage 2:
· Take part in music performance assemblies
· Experience live performances and workshops through our Music Hub partnership (Music Week)
· Have opportunities to perform beyond the classroom (e.g. choir, instrumental groups where available)
These experiences allow pupils to grow in confidence, musical independence and collaborative skills.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Music Tuition
The school offers instrumental and vocal tuition outside of curriculum music lessons. Tuition is delivered through a combination of one-to-one lessons, small-group lessons and occasionally larger group sessions. These lessons are provided by specialist peripatetic music teachers.
Instrumental tuition is currently available for a range of instruments including:
· Piano and keyboard
· Guitar (acoustic, electric and bass)
· Drum kit and percussion
· Brass instruments such as trumpet and trombone
Lessons normally take place during the school day on a rotating timetable to minimise disruption to other subjects.
Tuition is usually charged per term, however, the school aims to ensure that financial circumstances do not prevent pupils from accessing music education. Subsidies or remissions may be available for pupils eligible for Pupil Premium or those experiencing financial hardship. In some cases, the school may contribute towards lesson fees through funding or partnership programmes.
Choirs, Bands and Ensembles
Pupils have opportunities to participate in a variety of musical groups outside of lesson time. These ensembles allow pupils to apply and develop the skills learned in lessons and instrumental tuition while working collaboratively with others.
Current ensembles include:
· School Choir (open to pupils across several year groups)
· Rock and pop bands (open to pupils across several year groups)
Most ensembles rehearse weekly during or after school and are open to pupils from specific year groups depending on the ensemble. Participation for choir is generally free of charge, although some activities or trips may involve a small contribution. Rock and pop bands require a payment.
Pupils can join ensembles by expressing interest to the music department, attending auditions where appropriate, or receiving a recommendation from their instrumental teacher.



Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	At our school, we are committed to providing a rich and varied programme of musical experiences that extend beyond the classroom. These opportunities are designed to inspire pupils, develop confidence, and foster a lifelong appreciation of music. All pupils, regardless of background or ability, are given opportunities to participate in, perform, and experience high-quality music.
Overview of Musical Experiences Across the Academic Year
Throughout the academic year, pupils engage in a range of musical activities, including:
· Weekly singing assemblies
· School performances and concerts
· Productions and shows
· Opportunities to perform in informal and formal settings
· Visits to live music performances
· Workshops led by visiting musicians and organisations
These experiences ensure that pupils develop as both performers and informed listeners.
Regular Musical Opportunities
Singing Assemblies (All Year Groups)
· Held weekly and involve all pupils from EYFS to Year 6.
· Focus on developing vocal technique, pitch, rhythm, and ensemble singing.
· Repertoire includes a diverse range of genres and cultures.
· Opportunities for solo and small group performances are encouraged.
Class and Phase Performances
· Pupils perform termly in class assemblies or phase showcases.
· All year groups participate as performers, with peers and parents/carers as the audience.
· These performances build confidence and provide progression in performance skills.
Concerts, Shows, and Productions
Seasonal Performances
· EYFS & Key Stage 1: Nativity performance (Autumn Term)
· Key Stage 2: Carol concert or winter performance
· Pupils participate as performers; families are invited as audience members.
End-of-Year Production (Year 6)
· A large-scale musical production involving all Year 6 pupils.
· Opportunities for acting, singing, instrumental performance, and backstage roles.
· Open to the whole school community as an audience.
School Concerts and Showcases
· Termly or biannual concerts featuring:
· Choir
· Instrumental groups
· Individual performers
· Participation is open to pupils receiving instrumental tuition and those involved in extracurricular music clubs.

Trips to Live Music and External Events
We aim to ensure pupils experience live, high-quality music beyond the school setting.
· Concert Visits (KS1 & KS2):
Pupils attend at least one live performance per key stage, either in person or virtually.
· Pupils attend as audience members, developing listening and appraisal skills.
· Workshops and Visiting Musicians:
· Delivered in partnership with external organisations and musicians.
· Whole classes or targeted groups participate actively.

Pupil Involvement
We ensure that all pupils experience music in multiple ways:
· As performers: through assemblies, concerts, productions, and informal sharing
· As audience members: through attending performances in school and externally
· As creators: through workshops and collaborative projects
Opportunities are inclusive and adapted to support pupils with SEND and those who may be disadvantaged.
Accessibility and Charging
We are committed to ensuring equitable access to musical experiences:
· Many in-school events (assemblies, performances) are free of charge.
· Contributions may be requested for trips or external visits; however:
· Costs are subsidised wherever possible
· Financial support is available for families eligible for Pupil Premium
· No pupil is excluded due to financial constraints
Performances for parents/carers are typically free or low-cost to ensure accessibility.
Partnerships
We work in partnership with a range of organisations to enhance musical experiences, including:
· The local Music Hub
· Music education organisations
· Visiting musicians and workshop providers
These partnerships provide:
· Access to live performances and workshops
· Enrichment opportunities for pupils
· Professional expertise to support high-quality provision
Impact
Through this programme of musical experiences, pupils:
· Develop confidence and performance skills
· Gain exposure to a wide range of musical styles and traditions
· Build cultural capital through live music experiences
· Experience a sense of belonging and achievement through shared performances




	Curriculum Music
Increase in Curriculum Time
· From September 2026 music curriculum time will be increased to one hour per week for each class.
· This will ensure greater depth of learning, improved progression, and alignment with national expectations.
Development of Instrumental Teaching
· Introduce the teaching of new instruments within whole-class lessons (e.g. ukulele) from September 2026.
· Ensure all pupils experience hands-on instrumental learning as part of the curriculum.
Co-Curricular Music
Expansion of Clubs and Ensembles
· From September 2026, increase the range of extracurricular opportunities, including:
· Choir
Improving Access and Inclusion
· Target increased participation from disadvantaged pupils and those with SEND.
· Provide subsidised or fully funded places for pupils eligible for Pupil Premium.
Peripatetic Provision
· Strengthen and expand partnerships with peripatetic music teachers to:
· Offer a wider range of instruments
· Increase pupil uptake of lessons
Musical Experiences
Termly School Performances
· Introduce termly performance opportunities for all pupils from [insert date], ensuring:
· Every child performs at least once per year
· A balance of formal and informal performance settings
Enhanced Concert Programme
· Develop a more structured programme of concerts, including:
· Seasonal performances
· Instrumental showcases
· Celebration events
Live Music Experiences
· Increase opportunities for pupils to attend live performances and workshops, both in and out of school.
· Aim for at least one live music experience per key stage per year.
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