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Dedicated to Good Golf and Fine Fellowship

Well, another month has gone by. We had a great trip to St. Simons and
a lot of good golf. Thanks to all who came to the Member-Guest. We had
good food, great weather, and good golf.

Our trip to Guntersville, Alabama is coming up fast. Last day to register is
November 1st. Come and enjoy a good time with the group. Danny does
a great job on this event. Let's end 2022 with a big turnout.

Be sure and sign up for our year end Banquet. Get your $20 fee to Tom
Vardase. All the information is on the website and in this Newsletter.

All changes and information about the SGAA can be found on the web.

Remember starting in November thru February our tee time changes to
10:00am.

Let's have some fun and play some golf.

President

Dave Mueller

dlmueller@yahoo.com

(770) 298-2829

In Memorium

Lest we forget, this golf we play is just a game. A game we enjoy as often as we can. These
members passed away this year and no longer have that opportunity let us not forget them.
Let us offer this golfer’s prayer…

“For all the times I have swung a club, for the many friends and the game I love, for the pa-
tience I have found in sand or rough, for the excitement of making the shots though tough;
for success is not measured by holes in one; but by the times that are shared when having
fun.

Lord would you grant me one last request; to play You a round of the game I love best.”

David Ellenburg member since 2012

Tommy Smith member since 2013

Billy Powell member since 2000

Bob Michalowski member since 2008

Jim (Jimbo) Martin member 2010 – 2019

Joe Farnell member since 2007

Howard Rodemoyer member 1997 – 2021

Dave Visscher member 2007 - 2015
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Winter golf is on the way. The fairways are getting thin and hard – like hitting off of pavement – and the
rough is getting shaggy. Really! It’s 3-4 inches deep in some places. You have to literally step on your
ball to find it on courses such as Southland, Crystal Lake, GA National and Smoke Rise and I’m sure oth-
ers as well (I wonder, would a weed-eater be counted as one of my 14 clubs? I think it would be more
like a ball retriever wouldn’t it?). To get out of such a lie truly requires a machete – not a rescue club.
To add to the challenge, we all have to dress up in multiple layers of clothing so that we resemble the
little brother in the movie “A Christmas Story” in his snow suit. All of this is not conducive to great scor-
ing. It can become a bit frustrating – particularly as that Velcro rough near the greens reaches out and
snatches your ball when it would otherwise gently roll on the green and up to the hole. I offer my sin-
cere apologies to those who have endured my self-directed rants of anger (you know who you are) as
my beautiful drive is swallowed by sand traps that more closely resemble the La Brea Tar Pits, or as my
third putt races past the hole on an alpine green (as in, lots of hills and valley’s). I’m sure I’m not the
only one. I’ve witnessed others tossing curses and clubs as well. Luckily no one has gotten hurt by a fly-
ing 7-iron . . . yet. So, I say this to all as well as to myself: Although we often wonder why we play this
game, face it – we’ll be back to play whenever we can, and be appropriately humbled once again (well,
unless you’re Pat, or Mike, or the other’s in our group who make it look so easy), and that’s ok. I want
to thank all of you who brave the pitch-blackness of the early morning, bitter cold, and strong winds, for
continuing to join us for play. “Playership” remains as important in the “off-months” as it is “in-season”.
After all, it’s always true that we have a stronger negotiating position when we bring numbers to the
courses we play.
Now, all of those challenges I mentioned bring up another point of discussion that requires regular men-
tion. Slow play. That’s right, in spite of all of the challenges the courses throw at us, we need to try to
keep the pace of play up as much as we can. Even in winter. It’s my belief that a chief cause of this is
lost balls. I know this because I seem to lose a gross of balls each month or so. Now, I understand that
many eyes may help find a lost ball. That’s certainly true if only one ball is lost. But, consider this ex-
treme example: Assume all four hit out of bounds, deep woods, or deep rough. Looking for all four con-
secutively can add another 12 minutes to an average 15 minute hole making that hole approach a half
an hour to play. So, in such a case consider looking for those lost balls concurrently vs. consecutively
(each looking for their own vs. all looking for one then another, etc.) So, if you know the ball is OOB and
not likely to be found, consider wishing that ball a fond farewell and good future life, dropping a ball,
and taking the stroke you were going to have to take anyway. I obviously can’t dictate that. The rules
say you have three minutes and if you have an unhealthy emotional attachment to the ball, by all
means, go ahead and look for it. I avoid the emotional issue by telling every ball I play that it should ex-
pect to be lost. Regardless, try to keep pace with the group in front of you. If you can’t see them on the
green when you’re on the tee, you may be falling behind.

Continued on page 3
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Vice President

Larry Fauconnet

LHFauconnet@gmail.com

(678) 654-2594
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Continued from page 2

Our annual member-guest was a success in spite of a relatively low turn-out that was probably due eco-
nomics as much as anything. Dave (with help from Claude and others) did a masterful job putting it to-
gether, and responding to unanticipated issues while not missing a stroke. Literally. From what I saw, all
had a great time. Even the approaching hurricane didn’t dampen spirits. Those brave souls who played
the last game in 25mph sustained winds (and gusts that must have exceeded 60-70 mph) got some
great practice in having to hit into winds that required a 3-club club-up! The music provided on the final
night was a highlight. We were entertained with a variety of old favorites. And then Danny Harris pulled
out his crooning voice and surprised us all.
Our new pre-registration process has been ongoing for several months now and, while generally working
from the perspective of giving courses a better estimate of the number of players to expect, some flaws
and unanticipated challenges have bubbled to the surface, usually around hole assignment and tee-
sheets (apologies to Bob – and others - for giving him whiplash from shifting him from one group to an-
other, several times). We’ll continue to adjudicate and adjust the process as time goes by.
Our final out-of-town event is coming up in early November and I eagerly look forward to seeing many
of you there to witness me hitting a dismal score in the beautiful hills above Guntersville Lake.
Be sure to get your raffle tickets for a variety of high-quality items (several Cleveland wedges, a putter
so good I’m tempted to keep it, and a number of other items of great intrinsic value!) either prior to the
year-end banquet or at the event. If I get enough money before the banquet, I’ll add to the number and
value of the prizes to be given out at the drawing!
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EVENTS FOR

NOVEMBER 2022

________________________

WINTER

SCHEDULE

All tee times

are 10:00 a/m

November 1

TUES: 10:00 a/m

Sugar Creek $28

November 2

WED: 10:00 a/m

Cotton Fields $25

November 7-9

OUT OF TOWN

LAKE GUNTERSVILLE

November 14

MON: 10:00 a/m

CC of Gwinnett $35

November 16

WED: 10:00 a/m

Panola Mountain $30

November 17

THUR: 11:00 a/m

YEAR END

BANQUET

November 29

TUES: 10:00 a/m

Heron Bay $35

Secretary
Ted Pogue

tandgpogue@att.net
(404) 281-6158
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We begin November 2022 with 232 active members. Five members
have passed away in 2022 (Dave Ellenberg, Tommy Smith, Billy Powell,
Bob Michalowski, Joe Farnell)). Three past member deceased. (James
(Jimbo) Martin, Howard Rodemoyer, Dave Visscher)

8/18/2022 SGAA Board of Directors Meeting. The # of players to have
an official tournament was reduce from 20 to 15. Implementation of the
pre-registration for tournaments was approved. Registration for all tour-
naments has now been implemented.

Keep up the good work on the new applications. We are accepting ap-
plications for 2022. Application forms are available at each registration
table or by contacting me. New applications should include a check for
$50 to insure membership.

MAKE SURE THAT ALL THE BLANKS ON THE APPLICATION
FORM ARE FILLED OUT. MAKE SURE THEY ARE EASILY READ.

Continue to ask your friends and neighbors if they would like to join us.
Get your blank applications from the registration tables. New applicants
must have two (2) sponsors.

SEE YOU ON THE COURSE!!!!!!!!!!

ENJOY THE FINE FELLOWSHIP AND GOOD GOLF!!!!!!!

TEE TIMES CHANGE TO

10:00 a/m
ON NOVEMBER 1st

FOR THE REST OF THIS YEAR



Editor

Steve Puster

steve.puster@gmail.com

(678) 262-7541
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Rambling from Tee to Green

Although much is known about the statistical profile of professional golfers, little has been published
on the play of amateur golfers. Here are some specific statistics that will help you be better and per-
haps predict your score.

For example, the number of pars made could be used to accurately predict score, using the equa-
tion, SCORE = 102.6 - 2.7 X #pars. If a player typically makes 7 pars each round, his/her likely av-
erage score would be 102.6 - 2.7 X 7 = 83.7. Take a look at how many pars you usually make in a
round (analyze your last 5 rounds).

Another good predictor is greens in regulation, GIR. A formula discovered for GIR is SCORE = 95.1 -
2.0 X GIR. If you are an excellent ball striker and happen to hit on average 15 greens per round,
then your likely average score would be 95.1 - 2.0 X 15 = 65.1.

Let's say your scoring average is 89. You have a goal to get down to breaking 80, thus a scoring av-
erage of 79. Compared to overall average golfer statistics, you need to improve by:

† increasing GIR from 3 to 8 (267% increase)
† increasing Iron Accuracy from 20 to 53% (265% increase)
† reducing Putts per Round from 35.0 to 31.7 (9.5% decrease)

† reducing Pitch/Chip/Sand from 15.6 to 9.8 (37% decrease)

Do you know who this is...

or this member?

Well, wonder no more, head on over to the SGAA website
(http://www.sgaofatlanta.org/) and select “Photo Directory”
from the “More” menu and you will discover who both of these
members are and possibly many more.

While you’re checking out the Photo Directory, look to see if
your picture is included.

If not, take a minute to snap a picture and send it along with
your name and membership number to

steve.puster@gmail.com

or look me up at the golf course and I’ll take your picture
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Get Ready For That Trip To The Bank

2022 “Awards Points” checks, minus the $25 for your 2023 dues, will go out in the mail a few days
after the end of our last 2022 tournament and “should” arrive before the end of the year.

If you have moved — please send a email with your new address as soon as possible to

mvp-best@att.net

… Tom Vardase,
SGAA Treasurer



FOR THE OFFICE OF PRESIDENT

LARRY FAUCONNET – Larry Fauconnet joined the SGAA in 2015. Larry is currently Vice
President and is serving as the chairman for the Table workers.

Larry is a retired Army Lieutenant Colonel, completing 28 years of commissioned
service in 2008. Larry was an intelligence officer (with specialization in tactical and
counterintelligence) for the bulk of his time in service. While with the Army he served
with 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Armored Division, 513th Intelligence Brigade,

Army Environmental Policy Institute, 10th Special Forces Group, 5th Special Forces Group, and
in other assignments. Larry is a combat veteran of both the Gulf War (operations Desert Storm,
Desert Shield, and Provide Comfort) and OIF (Operation Iraqi Freedom). However, Larry knows
that even with 28 years in uniform, his service still can’t compare with the significant service of
the Vietnam Vets who served just before him.

In his civilian life, Larry worked as a competitive strategist with AT&T and continues to work,
along with his wife, Dede, as a competitive intelligence and strategy consultant with Inovis - a
Swiss-based market insights firm - where Larry advises a number of fortune 500 companies
regarding competitive strategy.

Larry holds a BA from Carson-Newman College in TN, an MA from Towson University in MD, an
MBA from Mercer University in GA, and has graduated from the Army’s Command & General
Staff College.

Larry and his golf-supporting and very understanding wife, enjoy working with several Dog
Rescue groups in GA, SC, and France. They have two grown children (Laurance II who works
with NASA and the JPL and Brittany who works in movie production in California).

FOR THE OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT

RON WADE – Ron Wade joined the accounting firm Arthur Andersen & Co. after graduation
from Mississippi State University in 1960. As of his retirement in 1995 he was Regional
Managing Partner of Andersen offices in western Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. He
has extensive experience with not-for-profit organizations having served two terms as
Board Chairman and as Campaign Chairman of the Greater Kansas United Way and
two terms as Board Chairman of the Pensions and Benefits Board of the Evangelical

Covenant Church, among others.

After his retirement, Ron and his wife Dot, to whom he has been married (and who he has
obeyed assiduously) for over 60 years, moved from Kansas City to Reynolds Plantation. They
moved from Reynolds to Snellville in 2014.

At Dot’s specific direction Ron took up golf after his retirement (there was mention of too much
idle time in her house). After some initial resistance to the idea, he found, as others have, that
the game can be addictive. He joined SGAA in 2017 and has served on a registration table for
the last 4 years.

Faith is an important influence in Ron and Dot’s lives. Both are active in The Church on Main in
Snellville.

2022 SGAA CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE

-- Continued on next page --



FOR THE OFFICE OF SECRETARY

TED POGUE – I’ve been a member of SGAA since 2007. I am a widower with 3 children, 6
grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren; I served in the U.S. Navy 1959-1966. I was born
in Tennessee and have been a resident of Georgia for 59 yrs. I retired after 37 years
with AT&T; and having served as an Officer of CWA Local 3250 for 30 years. I have
been an Elder of Covington Christian Church for 22 years. I served as Table captain 3
years, Table Chairman 2 years, Vice President 2010, President 2011, Board member

(2010-2022) Co-Chair for in-town scheduling committee 6 yrs.; Nominating committee 2012-
2022; and served on various other SGAA committees, SGAA Executive Committee 9 years,
Secretary SGAA 2015-2022

FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

KEVIN ANDERSON -- I would consider it a privilege to serve as a member on the Board of
Directors for the Senior Golfers Association of Atlanta (SGAA). In this capacity, my
focus would be to promote initiatives designed to increase membership, and enhance
our organization’s relationship with both existing, and potential golf course partners.

After serving 20 years as a Naval Flight Officer, I retired as a Commander (O-5) from
the United States Navy Reserve. During my flying days, I deployed on the USS John F.
Kennedy (CV-67), USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CV-69), and USS Constellation (CV-64). In
addition to my at-sea deployments, I served 4 years in Ramadi, Iraq, as a Senior Economic
Advisor on the U.S. Department of State’s Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT). After my
service In Iraq, I deployed to Afghanistan at a Team Leader for a Human Terrain Team (HTT),
first in Logar Province, and later in Herat Province. Upon returning home from Afghanistan, my
wife, Cindy, and I purchased, and have successfully operated, the Wild Birds Unlimited Nature
Shop in Snellville, GA.

Cindy and I have been married for 38 years. We have four children Ashlyn (Scott), Nathan
(Suemy), Haley, and Olivia. We are also the proud grandparents of Isabel, and Phoebe.

DENNIS HANSON – I joined the SGAA full-time upon retiring in 2018. Before retiring I played
as a guest. I have enjoyed every round of golf with the organization, the good golf
days and the not so good golf days. I now work on the Tuesday table and seek to join
the Board of Directors.

The wife and I have been married for 48 years which produced two children and two
grandchildren.

-- Continued on next page --



PAT HOLDER -- I was born and raised in Newport, Rhode Island. My introduction to golf was
during my teenage years as a caddy at Newport and Wanumetonomy Country Clubs. I
played on my high school golf team for three years which gave me a passion for the
game that is still with me today.

In October 1967 I was drafted into the U.S. Army and served in South Korea on the
DMZ for 15 months. Upon returning to the states at the rank of Sargent (E-5) and

completing my two years I was honorably discharged.

I studied at Salve Regina University and received my degree in Business Management. Moving
to Atlanta in 1985 I worked for Mitsubishi Motor Sales as a District Manager for the Southeast
Region. After 11 good years I took a position with the consultant firm of Automotive Dealer
Management Inc. as a Field Operations Manager.

Currently I live in Cumming with my wife, Maggie and our two Shizu puppies Bella and Lucy.

We are members of St. Benedict’s Catholic Church in Johns Creek.

I joined SGAA in 2016 and enjoy being a member. There is a lot we all can contribute to keep
this association growing.

This year is the 65th Anniversary of the SSGA providing good golf and good fellowship which we
all have benefitted from. My position as table worker allowed me to interact with many of the
players and influenced my decision to serve on the board. It would be my honor to give back to
this association.

WARD HUMPHRIES -- For all the members I have not met, or had the pleasure or pairing up
with on the course, let me introduce myself. My name is Ward Humphreys and I have
been nominated for a position on the Board of Directors of SGAA. Originally from
Lakeland, Florida, I moved to Athens, Georgia in the mid-sixties to attend the
University of Georgia, earning a BBA '69. Go Dawgs

With my soon to be wife Laura, I moved to Atlanta in 1972 and started a twenty five year career
in retail motorcycle sales, parts, and accessories. After selling the motorcycle business in 1998,
I began a second career in retail grocery, continuing to the present in a contract grocery
merchandising capacity.

Laura and I have lived in Duluth for thirty plus years enjoying our two grandchildren in close by
Suwanee.

Searching for a safer hobby than motorcycles, I took up golf and joined SGAA in 2012. As a
proud member, I have enjoyed the golf, but especially enjoyed the fellowship and friendships
made with a great group of guys. During my ten years in SGAA I have been impressed with the
volunteer participation and leadership and figure it's time for me to 'pitch in.'

Jim Knapp -- I was born in Cleveland, Ohio. While attending Solon High school, in Cleveland,
I was a member of the golf team and served on the Student Council. I earned a
degree in Business Administration from Clayton State College.

I worked in the logistics industry for fifty years and was an active member of the
Atlanta Air Cargo Association. In 2002 I was founder and owner of Pro Air Cargo

Sales, Inc. I retired in November 2020.

I currently attend Community Bible Church in Stockbridge, Georgia.

-- Continued on next page --



GARY NELSON -- Gary became a member of SGAA in 2015, serving as rules coordinator for
the last three years. It's been a wonderful time of fellowship and enjoyment of the
game!

Gary is a native from Loganville, Georgia. He and Chris have been married for 46
years. They have two daughters, son-in-law and three granddaughters.

He worked for AT&T as an electronic technician. During those years, he was in the Georgia
National Guard for six years. Gary retired from AT&T with 31 years of service. Upon his
retirement, he went to work for Atlanta Equipment Company and retired from AEC with 15
years.

Gary always enjoyed running and basketball. Playing basketball in high school and until he was
55 years old. He ran in two half-marathons, 100 10K’s and collected 29 Peachtree Road Race
t-shirts, running in the very first race. Gary started playing golf shortly after joining AT&T, giving
it up only to coach his daughters in softball and basketball.

BALLOTS and VOTING

A ballot follows with instructions for mailing your ballot or delivering it in person to the

Election Committee.

The ballots will be counted and the results made public at the Year End Banquet on

November 17, 2022.

These gentlemen comprise the official list of candidates for the 2023 Senior Golfers

Association of Atlanta and are the only names on the ballot.

The By-Laws, Article IV, Section C paragraph 4; specifically states:

” All names for nominees must be submitted by September 15. Any member desiring to run for
office after that date must participate as a write-in candidate. (R15)”
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Lake Guntersville State Park    
Eagle’s Nest Golf Course  
Nov 7, 8, 9, 2022 

Guntersville AL 

Monday T-Time 12:30 pm  

 
Guests are welcome.  Bring a friend, a family member, a neighbor.  The more the merrier. 

RESERVATION MUST BE RECEIVED BEFORE NOV 1, 2022 

Packages includes the following:  2 nights lodging, 3 days of unlimited golf, 1 dinner and 2 continental 

breakfasts. Add $30.00 for spouse meals.  All prices listed are per golfer. 

 

    Price per                 Sunday   

            Occupancy                    Package                Person                    Arrival     

Single Occupancy 2 or 3 Nights/3 Rounds Golf $445.00  $590.00  

Double Occupancy 2 or 3 Nights/3 Rounds Golf $310.00  $380.00  

Cabin Triple Occupancy Three People – Price per Golfer $310.00  $380.00  

Cabin Double Occupancy Two People – Price per Golfer $380.00  $505.00  

Chalet Triple Occupancy Three Golfers – Price per Golfer $275.00  $330.00  
                                                     All reservations must be made through the SGAA. 

If you need a different package, send an email, or call 770.329.6316 and I will try to accommodate your request. 

 

Name: __________________________________ SGAA Member Number _____________ 
 

Guest: __________________________________ Guest Stroke Handicap __________ 
 

SGAA Roommate: _________________________________________________ 

 

COMMENTS ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Individual room reservation cancellations received 6 days or less prior to 
the arrival date will result in a charge of one night’s room and tax.  Please 
keep your cancellation number, as “No-Show” reservations, as well as 
“Early Departures”, will be charged at 100% of the daily rate of the 
reservation for the entire reserved stay. 

 

If you need additional info call Danny Boyles (770) 329-6316 or 

email at utuga012@bellsouth.net.  

 

Lake Guntersville State Park, 1155 Lodge Dr., Guntersville AL 35976 
    

Checks Payable to SGAA 

Mail Reservation and Check to: 

Danny Boyles 

PO Box 390506 

Snellville GA 30039 

 

file:///C:/Users/Admin/Documents/DANNY%20BACKUP/LAKE%20GUNTERSVILLE%20STATE%20PARK/utuga012@bellsouth.net
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