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Larry Fauconnet  678-654-2594
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Wednesday
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President
Ron Wade
Ron3392@aol.com
(706) 318-2379

Despite the bumbling and mumbling by yours truly, the weather
and Covid, fourteen of us and six wives had a great outing at San-
tee, SC on September 30 — October 2. We played three outstanding
courses. All were pretty tough. Our average scores the first and
third days were 93 and the second day 91. Our eleven A and B
players were only able to accumulate 10 birdies over the three days.

Since we only had 14 players, this was not a sanctioned SGAA tour-
nament so we were essentially playing for our self-respect.

I believe that we must continue to evaluate the benefits of this
tournament. As I have observed before, we have had a total of
three guests over the last three years. Although Mike Nobles’ re-
cent survey about the 2025 tournament was encouraging, only time
will tell whether it is desirable to continue. A great deal of effort
goes into the tournament, and based on my experience the small
turnout is not commensurate with the risk.

Twenty of us played the volunteer event at Providence on Monday,
October 14™. We played a new format introduced by Rick Carrick;
it was a two-man team event with alternate shots. The big winners
were Tom Gryder and Chris Curles who tied with Larry Fauconnet
and Dave Mueller.

Farther along in the Newsletter you will see the announcement of
the year-end banquet and the bios of a great slate of director and
officer candidates for 2025. SGAA doesn’t work without a strong
cadre of volunteers. Please plan now to attend the banquet and
vote for directors and officers.

10:00 a/m TEE TIMES
START THIS MONTH
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Vice President
Mike Nobles
mike.nobles.usma79@gmail.com
(678) 294-2363

Winter golf is fast approaching as we move into November. I am hoping that our moderate autumn
temperatures linger well into November and December because I am not a fan of cold weather.
When the grass goes dormant and the layers of clothing increase, my golf game declines. However,
I do continue to play because I thoroughly enjoy the fellowship with other SGAA members and
guests.

Speaking of members and guests, those who were able to participate in the 2024 Member-Guest
Tournament at Santee, SC had a great time. We were unable to have an official SGAA tournament
due to a couple of last minute cancellations but we still had a lot of fun. Santee was not impacted
by the devastating floods and winds that severely damaged Augusta, Greenville, Asheville and other
towns and cities in Hurricane Helene's path. We did see lots of trees and road signs down on our
trip up to Santee but the majority of the damage to roads and homes was further west. The three
courses that we played (Lake Marion, Santee Country Club and Santee-Cooper) were in excellent
shape and quite challenging. The designer(s) of those courses obviously liked dogleg holes because
there were lots of them, especially at Santee Country Club. We had perfect weather the entire time
we were there, great accommodations and an outstanding dinner on Tuesday. The ladies that at-
tended visited Boone Plantation and Edisto Gardens and enjoyed making new friendships while we
played golf. The people of Santee were very nice and welcoming. Many thanks to Ron Wade for
the hard work he put into planning and executing this awesome tournament!

I hope all SGAA members will make plans to attend the SGAA Year-End Banquet on November 14 at
the Elks Lodge in Tucker. It's an excellent opportunity for fellowship with other members and to
see some of those who are not able to play much with us. We are able to celebrate the accomplish-
ments of some of our members and relive some of our best rounds and shots from the past year.
One of the primary activities at the banquet is to elect our officers and three new directors. We
have six members running for the Board of Directors, so every single vote is critical. Everyone al-
ways looks forward to the drawing for raffle prizes at the end of the program. I have purchased
and received donations for over $2,000 in prizes for the raffle. Many of the courses we play have
donated rounds of golf. The average value of the 22 prizes that I have thus far is $84.89 and I ex-
pect to receive additional items before the raffle. I encourage you to buy your raffle tickets before
the banquet if possible.

The location for the 2025 Member-Guest Tournament is set for Gulf Shores, Alabama. Details on
the hotel, courses, meals, etc. will be shared in multiple ways once the 2025 season starts. I hope
you will start saving your pennies now so you can participate next October. I will do everything in
my power to make sure it is a great event for the golfers and guests. My wife, Jamie, is already re-
searching fun activities for the ladies and the courses look outstanding. I know it is early yet but if
you have any questions please give me a call or see me out on the course.

Hope you and your family have a Happy Thanksgiving!



EVENTS FOR
NOVEMBER 2024

All tee times
are 10:00 a/m

November 12
TUES: 10:00 a/m
Bear Creek $42

November 13
WED: 10:00 a/m
CC of Gwinnett $40

November 14

THUR: 10:00 a/m
ELECTION and

YEAR END BANQUET

November 18
MON: 10:00 a/m
Honey Creek $32

November 19
TUES: 10:00 a/m
Chimneys CC $45

November 20
WED: 10:00 a/m
Panola Mountain $32
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Secretary
Ted Pogue
tandgpogue@att.net
(404) 281-6158

We begin November with 214 active members. Three members have
passed in 2024 and four past members. Past members Bill Lewis, Bill
Almand, Hubert Blanchard and Stan Shaw and present members Don
Helm, Jimmy Phillips and Charles King. They will all be missed.

Please continue to ask your friends and neighbors to join our group.
Make sure the application is complete and readable. Please continue to
ask your friends and neighbors to join our group. Make sure the appli-
cation is complete and readable.

New applications should include a check for $50 to insure membership.
MAKE SURE THAT ALL THE BLANKS ON THE APPLICATION
FORM ARE FILLED OUT. MAKE SURE THEY ARE EASILY READ.
Get your blank applications from the registration tables. New applicants
must have two (2) sponsors. We have 28 new members this year, the
most we've had in several years. Keep up the good work.

10:00 a/m TEE TIMES
START THIS MONTH
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Editor
Steve Puster
steve.puster@gmail.com
(678) 262-7541

The opinions expressed on this page are purely the Editor's and may
or may not coincide with those of the Board of Directors.

d?g.mbling from dlee to gteen

It's been said that life is like a roll of toilet paper; it goes faster the closer you are to the end. If
there’s any truth to that statement then we must be about 85% through the next to last roll in
the package. Here we are, beginning the last full month of play before we pause to regroup for
next year.

But before we take that break, there are still important things to which we must tend.

First thing is the election and year-end banquet on the Thursday 14™ of this month. Be sure to
send your check in by Friday the 8™ to reserve your space — it's important that you do this so we
have a head count of attendees so there is enough food prepared for the meal portion of this
event. In addition to the meal we will be electing the slate of officers and new members to the
board of directors for 2025; various awards and other significant activities will be presented;
there’s a raffle for some pretty nice prizes and let’s not forget this is an excellent opportunity for
fellowship.

In Memorium

Lest we forget, this golf we play is just a game. A game we enjoy as often as we can. These members passed away
this year and no longer have that opportunity let us not forget them. Let us offer this golfer’s prayer...

“For all the times I have swung a club, for the many friends and the game I love, for the patience I have found in sand or rough, for
the excitement of making the shots though tough; for success is not measured by holes in one; but by the times that are shared
when having fun.

Lord would you grant me one last request; to play You a round of the game I love best.”

Bill Lewis member from 1998 — 2020
Don Helm member since 2002
Charles King member since 2019
Bill Almand member from 2002 — 2023
Stan Shaw member from 2000 — 2020
Jim Richardson member from 2009 — 2020
Hugh Blanchard member from 2011 — 2020
Jimmy Phillips member from 2024 — 2024
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David Thornton

David Thornton lives in Grayson Ga. He retired
from Acuity Brands Lighting. David is 72 years old
and is married to Audrey Thornton. He loves to
fish, hunt and play golf.

Charles Pearce

I am a lifelong golfer. I am also a recent transplant to Georgia, from North
Carolina. I worked in the golf industry for several years as a young man,
and believe golf is the most difficult, but also the most compelling game
one can play.

In NC I always had a group for a game. I feel fortunate having found the
SGAA. Now I have a group at my new home.

My game has been better, but by playing and practicing more I'm hopeful
to get back to the low/mid 80's. I can't wait to get back out there!

Thanks for the opportunity to introduce myself to the group.

10:00 a/m TEE TIMES
START THIS MONTH




SGAA ELECTION OF OFFICERS
And
2024 YEAR END BANQUET
November 14, 2024

11:00AM - 2:00PM

Tucker Elks Lodge

1775 Montreal Road
Tucker GA 300084

$25.00 PER PERSON
(includes tip and tax)

This will be a luncheon featuring fried chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, and dessert
there will be a cash bar

Reservations can be made by sending your check — made out to SGAA — for $25.00
annotated as “Year End Banquet" to:

Tom Vardase
3502 Johns Road
Tucker, GA 30084

Reservations MUST be received no later than November 8, 2024

This is not so much “going to lunch” as it is about the friends and fellowship we’ve enjoyed this season. We will be elect-
ing the 2025 slate of officers.

Moving forward | encourage your feedback regarding any changes you'd offer. Cost and location are probably the fore-
most, but the menu and other suggestions to attract better attendance is welcome.

You can't put a price on friendship. | look forward to seeing you on November 14™, Hevy Mallhews



2025
DUES NOTICE

From Article 1 Paragraph D of the Bylaws

D. DUES: Each member is required to pay annual membership dues of
$25.00. New members applying for membership after October 1st in any year
shall be granted membership and the dues collected shall include membership
dues for the following year. A dues notice will be posted in the Newsletters at
least 60 days prior to January 1. All dues and fees must be paid by January 1 or
the member will be dropped from the membership rolls. Any member suspended
for non-payment of dues may be reinstated by March 31st of the next year with a
majority vote of the Board of Directors provided all monies (including a penalty
of $20) due SGAA are paid in full. (R13)

IF THE 2024 FINAL “ATTENDANCE AND POINTS” REPORT INDI-
CATES YOU HAVE EARNED AT LEAST 25 AWARD POINTS, THOSE
POINTS WILL BE APPLIED TO YOUR DUES AND WILL OFFSET THIS
REQUIREMENT FOR 2025.

IF YOU EARNED LESS THAT 25 AWARD POINTS. PLEASE MAIL IN A
CHECK FOR $25 TO COVER YOUR 2025 DUES.

THE TREASURE WILL ABSOLUTELY SEND YOU A CHECK FOR YOUR
2024 EARNED POINTS.

(If Required) Mail your $25.00 Dues Payment payable to — SGAA — to:

TOM VARDASE
TREASURER SGAA

3502 JOHNS ROAD
TUCKER, GEORGIA 30084



Get Ready For That Trip To Your Bank

2024 “Award Points” checks, minus $25 for 2025 dues, will go out a few days after
the end of our last 2024 tournament (DEC 11) and should arrive before the end of the

year.

If you have moved

— please send me an email with you. new address ASAP to: mvp-bestt@att.net
... Tom Vardase, Treasurer



Amateur Golfers Make Less Than 40 Percent Of Putts From This
Crucial Length'... Arccos Data Reveals Stark Putting Truths

By Barry Plummer in “Golf Monthly”

As amateur golfers, we often have misguided notions in our heads about how far we hit iron
shots or how many 3-putts we are expected to make per round — but the reality is we need to cut
ourselves some slack.

Being realistic on the golf course is one of the fundamental golf tips that many professionals will
share with you, especially when it comes to our performance on the greens. In this article, thanks to
the latest Arccos data, we reveal how often amateur players hole their putts from key distance rang-
es and even break it down by handicap to help you manage your expectations...

When faced with a putt from inside two feet, a scratch golfer is expected to hole out 97 percent of
the time. This number reduces in line with the increase of a player's handicap index, with a 5-
handicapper (93%), 10-handicapper (91%), 15-handicapper (86%) and a 20-handicapper (85%) all
expected to make at least four out of five in that range. That figure might shock a few, especially
those towards the top end of the handicap spectrum, as plenty of amateur golfers will feel they are
dropping shots on the field if they slide on past.

The picture from between three feet and five feet paints a similar picture in terms of correlation, but
there is a much more alarming decline in make percentage for all golfers. A scratch golfer makes
around 69 percent of putts from this range, while a 15-handicapper can expect less than half (47%)
to find the bottom of the cup.

With that data in mind, perhaps it's time to shift the narrative when standing over a ‘'makeable’ putt to
reflect the increased odds of having to settle for a two-putt.

As | headed further into the data, looking at the putts from six to nine feet, | was shocked by the
make percentage of what | would consider to be a decent chance on the greens, when In fact golfers
at every ability level from scratch to 20-handicap make less than 40 percent of putts at this crucial
length.

As someone who plays off a handicap at the top end of this data set, | initially struggled to accept
that players of my ability make around a quarter (26%) of putts from six to nine feet — but upon fur-
ther reflection | would say that is probably accurate.

Sometimes, amateur golfers can be guilty of inflating their perception of what success looks like on
the golf course, and our previous performances, but ultimately the data doesn't lie.

Things start to look rather bleak when you focus on any putt length between 10 feet and 40 feet. The
difference in make percentage between a scratch golfer and golfers at any other handicap level,
from 25 to 39 feet, is around 1 percent, and there is no difference at all for putts from over 40 feet.

That suggests that a 20-handicapper is just as likely to hole out from 40-feet as someone playing off
a mark 20 shots better, exemplifying the lottery of long putts and the premium placed on distance
control and three-putt avoidance

The beauty of this data is that it shows you where to focus your attention, should you want to close
the gap on golfers with a lower handicap index than your own. If there is little difference between the
success rates of putts from outside 10 feet, perhaps attention on the best putting tips and expert put-
ting drills from close range would be the sensible next step.

The USGA states that the 'average golfer' makes around 40 putts per round, which is just over two
per hole. This emphasizes the importance on maintaining a solid two-putt run wherever possible, as
costly three-putts then increase the necessity for a few more to be made on the first attempt later
down the line. Balancing the books with putting is all about marrying the line, speed and read... so
be sure to put in the work away from the course if you want to see your scores drop!



2025 SGAA CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE
FOR THE OFFICE OF PRESIDENT

MIKE NOBLES - | have been nominated to serve as SGAA President for 2025. I've been a
member since April 2023 and | have proudly served as SGAA Vice President in
2024. | also serve as a member of the Tuesday table. | make it a point to play in as
many of our local tournaments as | can because | love the game of golf and |
thoroughly enjoy the fellowship with our members and guests before, during and
after our rounds. | have attended each of our out-of-town tournaments since |
became a member to support the efforts of those who plan and organize those

events and because they are lots of fun.

I grew up in a military family and lived all over the United States and abroad. | attended the
United States Military Academy at West Point, NY and graduated in the last all-male class in
1979. | married my sweetheart (Jamie) a few days after graduation and we celebrated our 45"
anniversary in June. We have been blessed with two amazing kids and five precious
grandchildren. When I'm not golfing, | enjoy woodworking (pen turning) and watching college
football and the Braves. | currently attend Church on Main in Snellville.

My work history includes five years of active duty in the US Army followed by thirty-three years
with Siemens in various leadership roles in product development, sales, marketing and project
management.

If chosen to be President, my primary goal will be to serve the needs of the members and help
SGAA grow and thrive for many years to come. Even though I'm retired from “working life”, |
still have a lot of drive and determination and | promise you that | will work hard for our
organization. | would greatly appreciate your vote!

FOR THE OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT

JJ GOLDSACK -- I'm Jim Goldsack; most of you in SGAA know me as JJ. | joined SGAA when
you could only be a member in January. One day in March of that year my dad won
the B group and | won the A group and that confused some of the members. Joe
Roberts then change my name in the computer to JJ.

Six weeks later Joe asked if | could be his backup calculating the Handicaps. Six
weeks after that Joe moved to Florida, | have been calculating the awards & handicaps ever
since with Claude Rhen and then Danny Boyles as my backups.

In September of that year | replaced Jim Adams on the Thursday table, a position | left in July
2023 so | could play with my dad who had left the table earlier that year. | was a member of the
Board 2021-2023.

Continued on next page




FOR THE OFFICE OF SECRETARY

TED POGUE - I've been a member since 2007. | am a widower, and have 3 children, 6
grandchildren, 4 great grandchild; | served in the U.S. Navy 1959-1966; born in Tenn.,
resident of Ga. 59 yrs. Retired after 37 years with AT&T; Officer of CWA Local 3250
for 30 years; Elder of Covington Christian Church for 22 years;

Table captain 3 years, Table Chairman 2 years, Vice President 2010, President 2011, Board
member (2010-2024) Co-Chair for in-town scheduling committee 4 yrs., Nominating committee
2012-2024; Served on various other SGAA committees, SGAA Executive Committee 9 years,
Secretary SGAA 2015-2024.

FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

JOHN CYRAN - After a 40+ year in Information Technology, | retired to a home in Loganville
where | joined Summit Chase CC. When it was announced that it, like many courses,
was being sold and converted to housing. | started looking for a place to play and Jim
Goldsack said why not SGAA (please don’'t blame him for sponsoring my application in
2017). Since then, | have enjoyed some fine golf, some "&%"% golf but always
GREAT fellowship.

I have previously served on the Board of Directors, and you may blame (or preferably praise)
me for being one of the driving forces for our current registration process. Currently, | am the
Webmaster for the SGAA website and the Tuesday Table captain.

Currently, 1 am living in Grayson, with my wife Kathy; and we have a daughter and three
grandchildren living in Auburn.

I look forward to helping you, our members, in keeping the organization thriving and improve the
“experience of good golf and fine fellowship”

Thanks for your support!

JIM GOLDSACK - I've been married seventy one years to my childhood sweetheart, Joan
Healy. We have four children, five grandchildren and five great grandchildren.

| served with the 2" Infantry Division, 12" Field Artillery Battalion in Korea,1952-1953,
attained rank of Sergeant. | was Honorably Discharged. | graduated from Georgia
State University June 1963, with a BBA in Insurance.

| retired from the Continental Insurance Cos. in June 1990 as Vice President Commercial
Underwriting, Southern Region, after serving forty-one and a half years in various management
capacities. | am a member of St. Oliver Plunkett Catholic Church, and serve as a Sacristan,
Eucharistic Minister and Lecture

| joined SGAA in 1991. Served as Bartender many years ago and since then held the following
positions: Captain of the Thursday Table, member of the Board of Directors, Vice President and
President.

My purpose of running for this office is to maintain the integrity and reputation of this fine
organization.

Continued on next page




DAVE MUELLER -- | have been a member of SGAA since 2013. | have held the offices of Vice
President and President of the SGAA. | have also been a member of the Board of
Directors before. | am currently working the Thursday table, as well as being a
member of the out of town committee. | have also had the course booking job for a 5
year term.

| am a veteran having served with the Navy as a corpsman. | have served in Vietnam with the
Seabee’s and USMC. | am married and we just celebrated 56 years. | look forward to serving
the members of SGAA. Please cast your vote for me on the Board of Directors.

BENNY RUSSO -- | have been member os SGAA since 2018. | grew up in Birmingham,
Alabama (Roll Tide), and married my high school sweetheart Judy. We have 2 girls
and 5 grandkids.

| graduated from United Electronics trade school. | went into the army for 2 years,

after which | worked in the Pentagon for Honeywell as a field engineer on main frame
computers. | transferred to Atlanta around 1980, where | started playing at golf for first time. |
later went to work for the Dekalb School System in the IT department for about 20 years.

We attend St Oliver Catholic church in Snellville and | belong to the Saint Vincent DePaul
organization. | like country music, college football and gardening.

| took up golf because basically anyone could do it as long as you wanted to, in a group or as a
single. One reason | like SGAA is you get 200+ friends on the first day you join. The best thing
I've found is that everyone is so nice. | really enjoy listening to all the stories and how they got
here. Love the game...

GEORGE SHINGLER -- | was born at Emory University Hospital and have lived in metro
Atlanta for all but 9 years of my life. | was raised in Buckhead and graduated from
North Fulton High School. After college at Davidson College, | went to the University
of Georgia Law School, where one of my most notable accomplishments was meeting
and marrying Lois, in 1974. We moved to Savannah after graduation from law school
in 1975 and returned to Atlanta in 1977. Over our 49 years of marriage, we have
produced a son and a daughter (also a lawyer), and we have been blessed with 3 grandchildren

| worked for the Georgia Attorney General's office for 20 years, handling employment
discrimination cases, then criminal investigations and finally representing the Department of
Transportation in the early 1990s. | left as a Deputy Attorney General to enter private practice in
1997. 15 years later my partner and | started our own law firm, where we represented FDIC as
receiver for a number of Georgia and southeastern banks that failed during the Great
Recession. In 2019 | opened my own practice in Decatur. Two months later, | tripped and fell
outside the DeKalb County Courthouse, suffering a traumatic brain injury and missing about 3
months of work. After that, | decided it was time to retire and work on my golf. Further motivated
by the pandemic, | closed my practice in June 2020 and joined SGAA.

I have worked on the Wednesday Table for 3 years, attended as many out-of-town events as
vacations and health issues permitted, and my golf game has definitely improved. | have
enjoyed playing golf at least twice a week and getting to know the many fine golfers who are
also members of SGAA.

Continued on next page




STEVE YOUNG -- | was born September 1, 1953 in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania, the 3rd of what
would become a family of 5 children. | received my Bachelor’'s degree from Penn
State in 1975, moved to Atlanta for a job in 1976, and like a damn Yankee, never
left. | earned an MBA at night at Georgia State University in 1980.

| spent my career in the Telecom Industry in B2B Sales and Marketing, primarily with MCI. |
retired from Verizon in 2009. | then joined the faculty at Georgia State, teaching Sales and
Marketing to undergrads and MBA'’s, and serving as Coach of the Sales Team, before
completely retiring in 2018.

| have been married to my wife, Betsy, for 42 years and we have 2 adult children, both in
Atlanta. We live in the Ansley Park neighborhood in Midtown.

Besides golf, | enjoy cycling, yoga, reading and traveling. | am still an avid Steeler and Nittany
Lion fan, traveling up north each Fall for football games. | volunteer one day per week at the
Red Cross, delivering blood products to Hospitals. | am also a regular platelet donor.

I've enjoyed my short time as a member of SGAA, and look forward to meeting and playing golf
with more of you!

These gentlemen comprise the official list of candidates for the 2024 Senior Golfers Association of Atlanta
election and are the only names on the ballot.

The By-Laws, Article 1V, Section C paragraph 4; specifically states:

" All names for nominees must be submitted by September 15. Any member desiring to run for office after
that date must participate as a write-in candidate. (R15)”

BALLOTS and VOTING

A ballot follows with instructions for mailing your ballot or delivering it in person to the
Election Committee.

The ballots will be counted and the results made public at the Year End Banquet on
November 14, 2024.




ND FINE FELLOWSHIP

OFFICIAL 2024 SGAA OFFICIAL BALLOT

FOR PRESIDENT (Vote for One):
MIKE NOBLES
WRITE-IN

FOR VICE PRESIDENT (Vote for One):
33 GOLDSACK

WRITE-IN

FOR SECRETARY (Vote for One):
TED POGUE

WRITE-IN
FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS (3yr Term) (Vote for three*):

JOHN CYRAN
JIM GOLDSACK

___ DAVE MUELLER *Voting for more than
___ BENNY RUSSO three candidates for the
___  GEORGE SHINGLER Board of Directors will
___ STEVE YOUNG make your ENTIRE ballot
___ WRITE-IN null and void

WRITE-IN

WRITE-IN

If you choose to vote using this as an absentee ballot, mark your ballot and place in an
envelope. Seal the envelope and print your name, SGAA membership ID number and
“BALLOT” on the envelope. Either bring your ballot envelope to the Year End
banquet; or place your ballot envelope in another envelope and mail to:

JOHN CYRAN, Chairman, SGAA Elections Committee
360 McKenzie Grace Lane
Grayson, GA 30017

Your mailed ballot MUST be received prior to the Year End Banquet (November 14™)
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Steve Puster
122 Salem Ridge Drive
McDonough, GA 30253



