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Dedicated to Good Golf and Fine Fellowship

Greetings to all as we bid farewell to the 2024 season and eagerly
look ahead to 2025 another year filled with good golf and fine fel-
lowship. I trust everyone enjoyed a joyful and peaceful Christmas,
surrounded by loved ones, and took the opportunity to recharge
for the exciting year ahead. Here’s hoping the new year brings
new challenges, lower scores, and memorable moments shared
among friends.

The 2024 season began and ended with lots of rain and several
rainouts. We did play one round in December but our principal
activity for the month was the last Board of Director’s meeting.
We had lots of productive discussions and I’d like to share a few
of the results with you:

 Ron Wade and Tom Vardase proposed a new “Legacy” mem-
ber status that was approved. To qualify, you must be at least
85 years of age and an SGAA member in good standing for 10
or more years. The $25 annual dues for Legacy members will
be waived starting this year.

 The 2025 SGAA schedule was approved as submitted with the
understanding that some changes will be necessary during the
year. We do have one new course (Dogwood Golf Course –
Austell, GA) and dropped one course (Hickory Hills – Jackson,
GA) on our circuit. The schedule has been posted on the web-
site for your review.

 The in-town and out-of-town tournament committees are re-
viewing proposals regarding changes to the SGAA Annual
Tournament and the out-of-town tournament schedule. They
will review those and make recommendations to the Board at
the next Board of Directors meeting.

 A few additions (e.g. drop zones on water holes and tee box
adjustment for D flight players aged 90 and over) will be add-
ed to the Rules of Play.

I am currently in the process of reviewing and adjusting SGAA
committee assignments for 2025. I’d really like to encourage our

President

Mike Nobles
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Welcome to another year of SGAA golf. It has been brought to the Board of Directors that there is
some confusion as to the current rule for balls hit out of bounds. As per the SGAA Rules of Play
here is the rule the association has approved:

BALL OUT OF BOUNDS, UNPLAYABLE or LOST- when a ball is hit out of bounds, declared unplaya-
ble or lost, after searching for a maximum of three (3) minutes, the player may place his ball any
distance along the flightpath of the ball where the ball went out of bounds, is presumed
lost or determined unplayable. A one (1)-stroke penalty shall be counted.

This adaptation is to help speed up play and is less of a penalty than the USGA rule. Thus, it is not
where you find your ball out of bounds, but where it crossed out of bounds that you can place the
ball in play. You can place the ball any distance along the flightpath of the ball BEFORE it
went out of bounds. I hope the clarification clears up any misunderstanding of the rule.

While the weather in January usually requires extra layers of clothing, we have some excellent op-
portunities to play scheduled for the month. Looking forward to seeing you on the course.
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Vice President

JJ Goldsack

goldsack@bellsouth.net

(770) 513-4609

newer members to step up and volunteer for one of our committees. The time commitment for
most of them is minimal and it would help spread the workload out a little bit. It’s a great way to
meet other members and you could help shape the direction of our organization for the future. We
are also in desperate need of a few new full-time and part-time table workers. The pay is outstand-
ing (i.e. no table fee on the day(s) you serve). In fact, you make more than any of the officers or
directors (except those who are also table workers). Our organization has thrived for 68 years
largely because its members stepped up to manage and run it. Please consider how you can help
and contact me, Larry Fauconnet or one of the other members of the Board for more information.

I am thrilled to be your President and I look forward to lots of good times out on the links this year.

Continued from page 1
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EVENTS FOR

JANUARY 2025

________________________

All tee times

are 10:00 a/m

January 14

TUES: 10:00 a/m

Panola Mountain $32

January 16

THUR: 10:00 a/m

Bear Creek $42

January 20

MON: 10:00 a/m

Chimneys $45

January 22

WED: 10:00 a/m

Honey Creek $35

January 28

TUES: 10:00 a/m

Southland $41

January 30

THUR: 10:00 a/m

Providence $37

Secretary
Ted Pogue

tandgpogue@att.net
(404) 281-6158

We begin January 2025 with 222 active members. That number will go
down when we deal with the members who are not renewing. Three
members have passed in 2024 and four past members. Past members
Bill Lewis, Bill Almand, Hubert Blanchard and Stan Shaw and present
members Don Helm, Jimmy Phillips and Charles King. They will all be
missed.

Please continue to ask your friends and neighbors to join our group.
Make sure the application is complete and readable.

New applications should include a check for $50 to insure membership.

MAKE SURE THAT ALL THE BLANKS ON THE APPLICATION
FORM ARE FILLED OUT. MAKE SURE THEY ARE EASILY READ.

Get your blank applications from the registration tables. New applicants
must have two (2) sponsors. We have 28 new members this year, the
most we’ve had in several years. Keep up the good work.

SEE YOU ON THE COURSE!!!!!!!!!!
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Editor

Steve Puster

steve.puster@gmail.com

(678) 262-7541
The opinions expressed on this page are purely the Editor’s and may

or may not coincide with those of the Board of Directors.
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Rambling from Tee to Green

The course lay before me, its greens kissed by the morning dew, each blade of grass a testament to the tender
hand of time and nature. In the stillness of the hour, the game began long before I gripped the club or set my ball
on the tee. Golf, I had learned, was a quiet battle waged not against opponents, nor even the course itself, but
within the boundaries of my own mind.

The first swing, like the first decision in any endeavor, carried the weight of expectation. The driver felt familiar in
my hands, its worn grip telling of countless rounds and lessons learned the hard way. I placed the ball and took
my stance, the expanse of the fairway ahead both inviting and intimidating. It was not just a shot but a statement,
a declaration of intent.

Doubt hovered at the edges of my thoughts, whispering of bunkers and water hazards, of missteps and mistakes.
But as I drew the club back, I found a stillness within—a quiet resolve that told me to trust the process. In life, as
in golf, overthinking is the enemy of execution. The swing, I reminded myself, must flow freely, born of prepara-
tion but unbound by fear.

The ball soared, cutting through the morning air with a clarity that mirrored the release of tension in my mind. It
landed true, rolling gently to rest in the heart of the fairway. In that moment, I felt a surge of triumph, not for the
outcome but for the process—a reminder that success often comes from trusting one’s instincts, even in the face
of uncertainty.

Each hole presented a new challenge, a fresh landscape of possibilities and pitfalls. The game demanded patience,
resilience, and a willingness to adapt—qualities I found mirrored in life’s own fairways and roughs. A missed putt
or a poorly placed drive was not a failure but a lesson, a chance to recalibrate and try again.

Standing over a putt, the flag beckoning from a short but deceptive distance, I felt the weight of the moment. This
was the culmination of effort, the point where preparation met opportunity. Yet, the smallest lapse in focus could
undo it all. It was here, on the greens, that the game taught me humility—that perfection is fleeting and the line
between triumph and defeat is razor-thin.

As I completed the round, I reflected on the parallels between the game and the journey beyond the course. Both
required balance—a delicate harmony of precision and abandon, of planning and spontaneity. Both demanded re-
silience in the face of setbacks and the courage to take risks when the moment called for boldness.

Golf, in its quiet way, offered a space to confront the inner workings of the mind. It was not merely a sport but a
meditation, a mirror held up to life’s challenges and achievements. Each round was a journey, each hole a chapter,
each swing an opportunity to learn and grow.

Walking back to the clubhouse, the sun now high and warm, I felt the lingering calm that comes from having faced
oneself and emerged better for it. The course, like life, would always be waiting—its fairways stretching endlessly,
its lessons infinite. All that mattered was the willingness to step up, to swing, and to embrace the journey, one
shot at a time.

Author Unknown
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Bruce loves to play golf and has been doing so for
over 50 years. He grew up playing at Tara Country
Club in Jonesboro, now known as Lake Spivey Golf
Club. He played many rounds of golf with his father
prior to his passing this past January and still enjoys
playing with longtime friends. He joined the SGAA
to have more opportunities to play and to find new
golfing acquaintances.

He comes from a musical family going back years on both sides. He plays guitar and trumpet and
also sings with his wife and friends at church and on special occasions. Prior to his retirement in
July 2022 he served as Choir Director at Morrow Presbyterian Church for 22 years and is currently
directing the Peachtree Singers at Sun City Peachtree in Griffin.

Finally, Bruce believes it is important to have fun while pursuing that perfect round of golf and is
looking forward to playing with the SGAA.

George Gazy was born in Sydney, Australia. He was given the nickname
“Taz” upon his immigration to the United States in the 80’s with his sweet-
heart, Zoni, and their two sons Anthony and Michael. Taz and Zoni try to
visit their granddaughter in Phoenix, AZ as often as they can.

George has spent his entire adult life in the aviation industry. He trained as
a helicopter pilot in Australia. Taz was a corporate jet pilot for an Atlanta
“Fortune 500” company finishing his full-time working career with them in
2023.

I hope to get my golf game to takeoff smoothly and land on the greens softly just like the SGAA
members I’ve played with.

It’s a pleasure being a part of this association; it covers all of my golfing needs. I want to thank
Gary Young for introducing me to SGAA.

George “Taz” Gazy

Bruce Campbell



Volume 69 Issue 1 January 2025

Dedicated to Good Golf and Fine Fellowship

UPCOMING EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO THIS YEAR

Board of Directors Meetings: Held each quarter (February 13th; April 17th; August 14th; and De-
cember 11th) on a Thursday at Gwinnett Country Club and starting at 10:00 a/m. ALL members are
welcome, and encouraged, to attend.

TEE OFF BANQUET— FEBRUARY 20th: This event has not been finalized at the time the News-
letter went to print. You are encouraged to check the SGAA Website (https://sgaofatlanta.org/) for
the latest details as they become available. The Tee Off banquet is an opportunity to renew friend-
ships with many of our members who don’t get out to the course as often as they did; and a
chance to kindle new friendships.

Out of Town Tournaments: There are three three-day (Monday-Wednesday) Out of Town tour-
naments scheduled each year. The first is in April; then one in June, and the final is in November.
Information will be posted in both the Newsletter and on the website with a registration form as the
arrangements are finalized. In 2024 the events were held at Little Ocmulgee State Park in Helena,
GA; Smoky Mountain Country Club in Whittier, NC; and Kingwood Resort in Clayton, GA.

Member-Guest Tournament: This is the “crown jewel” of our out of town events and the one
the spouses and insignificant others are specifically invited to attend. The usual activities include a
welcome/get acquainted function on Sunday evening; with an event designed specifically for the
ladies on Monday, a dinner on Tuesday evening sandwiched between a round of golf each day from
Monday through Wednesday. This year the Member-Guest will be held October 6th thru 8th.

Annual Tournament: The first three weeks of September is taken up with our Annual Tourna-
ment. You must compete in at least 4 of the 9 scheduled rounds to be included in the Annual Tour-
nament competition. ALL members are encouraged to participate, whether you’re participating in
the Tournament or just want to get in a round of golf with our members.
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