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you wish to complete some observations pleasesk.  

Blasted by lunar dust in the jet wash from the Ascent Propulsion System from Apollo 17’s Lunar Module 

Challenger, the above left image records the last humans leaving our moon in December 1972. Fifty years on and 
Artemis (sister of Apollo), depicted top right, sends her son Orion around the moon and safely back to Earth to 
prove (in true Apollo 8 mission style), that she is ready to take mankind back to the moon, Mars and beyond in 
order to fulfil the next chapter in humanities exploration of the cosmos.  

A warm welcome to our membership and friends, especially those who have 

joined us in the last year or so. Not only do we look forward to Artemis 
returning humans to the 
moon, but we are ‘over the 
moon!’ with our current 
funding. Thanks to member 
David Kitching, seen left 
presenting a cheque to 
George King, we are pleased 
to announce a substantial 
boost to BLAS funds. 
George King said “Thanks 

to David and JTL Training, we can now upgrade the main Projector and the 
display screen to show our visitors in modern clarity, just how small we are in 
this vast universe”. A big Thank You to all our recent sponsors including JTL 
Training for recognising our BLAS contribution to STEM for all.  

On the subject of visitors to BLAS, up to December 20th, 1,233 people have 

visited since we re-opened our doors. This includes a steady stream of first-
time visitors on Friday Open Nights, other groups including footballers, 
some 15 Scouts and Guides groups of all age ranges from Rainbows and 

Beavers to Guides and Scouts and a group of a dozen Scout Leaders! Brian Davies said “This brings our total to 
over 6,600 since 2016, despite the extensive building programme and the Covid lockdowns! Thanks to all those 
who have visited and contributed to this effort”. It is thanks to this great work that BLAS is able to attract and 
sustain funding to continue opening up Astronomy to all. Our first visitors for 2023 will include Patrington 
Scouts (date TBC) for January or February. 

  

 

  Seasons Greetings t from the  Blackburn Leisure    
  Astronomical Society. 

 

mailto:Bob@5150time.co.uk
http://www.broughastronomy.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XhvliTtzQXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_T8cn2J13-4
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https://www.broughastronomy.co.uk/apps/photos/photo?photoid=206873811
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Taken during November, Brian Davies reminds us all with the left 

hand image, just what is achievable via a mobile phone through the 
80mmm telescope.  Click here to see the image full size.  

Whilst we wait for Artemis to deliver us the 

next round of pictures from the moon, why 
not treat yourself to Andy Saunders Apollo 
Re-mastered. This 456 page amazing book, 
currently half price in Waterstones contains 
hundreds of digitally remastered images from 

the lunar landings as you have never seen them before.  

 

This years Christmas meal will take place on Friday 27th Jan in the 

Blackburn Leisure club. Please confirm your places with George no later 
than Jan 5th. Please also remember to bring items for the raffle entry.  

 

Credit to Rob Kingdom this month 

for his photograph Jupiter featured 
below. Click here to see the image full 

size.  With Mars in opposition in the night sky, no-one could miss our Mars 
in the night sky in December and we look forward to members images 
being presented at our next meeting (23rd January 2023). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

….Wishing all our members, friends & families all the very best for 2023 
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