POLICY POSITION ON PARENTAL RIGHTS AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Introduction
As a candidate for the Leavenworth School Board in Kansas, I pledge to represent the parents and families in our schools. Parents have the right to raise their children in a values system that is guided through traditions, cultural norms, religion and judgment. Public schools provide families with a community resourced education that prepares students to contribute to the greater good of the nation. The distinct roles of parents and schools are complementary in many respects, each contributing uniquely to a child's development. However, ultimate decision-making authority rests unequivocally with parents until a child reaches the age of majority and achieves self-sufficiency.
My Parents Rights Platform

1. Parental Authority Over Mental Health Decisions

Parents are the ultimate authority in their child’s mental health care. Schools must not initiate mental health evaluations, counseling, or interventions without explicit written parental consent. Any concerns about a student’s emotional or psychological well-being will be promptly communicated to parents, ensuring transparency and alignment with Kansas’s family-centered values.1

· Commitments:
· Require immediate notification to parents of any mental health referral or discussion.
· Mandate parental approval for therapeutic interventions or external referrals.
· Train staff to prioritize parental involvement over independent student decisions.

2. Exclusive Parental Consent for Healthcare Matters

Healthcare decisions, including vaccinations, screenings, or treatments, belong solely to parents. Schools will not administer medical services or collect health data without prior written consent, consistent with Kansas laws restricting certain medical interventions for minors.2

· Commitments:
· Post all health policies online and distribute annual parental rights notices.
· Prohibit school resources from facilitating medical treatments, such as reproductive or gender-related care.
· Ensure FERPA-compliant access to health records, protecting against unauthorized disclosures.

3. Universal Opt-Out from Comprehensive Sex Education

Parents have an absolute right to opt their children out of sex education programs, including topics on reproduction, STDs, or gender/sexuality issues, without penalty. Kansas law supports opt-outs, and I will push for clear, accessible processes to uphold this right.3

· Commitments:
· Provide advance notice of curricula, including detailed syllabi, and offer alternative assignments.
· Advocate for opt-in models for sensitive topics to ensure only students with parental consent participate.
· Establish annual public hearings for parental review and input on sex education curricula.

4. Mandatory Parental Notification of Transgender Issues

Schools must immediately inform parents if a student expresses a desire to change their name, pronouns, or access facilities/activities based on gender identity. Kansas Attorney General guidance reinforces this transparency, protecting parental rights under federal law.4

· Commitments:
· Require schools to default to biological sex for names, pronouns, facilities, and activities.
· Prohibit staff from withholding gender-related information from parents.
· Support the integrity of family discussions on transgender issues through non-interference; maintain school neutrality.

5. Parental Input on Obscene Materials in Libraries and Classrooms

Parents have a direct role in reviewing and removing materials deemed obscene, pornographic, or inappropriate, such as explicit content or materials promoting controversial ideologies. Schools must maintain age-appropriate resources that reflect our community’s standards.5 Desensitizing children to explicit material is not the role of public education.

· Commitments:
· Create parent-majority review committees to evaluate complaints within 30 days.
· Establish reporting procedure for parents to report access to unauthorized or inappropriate content on school owned electronic devices. Capture reported issues for school record through trouble ticket system and publish remedies.
· Require pre-approval of new library and classroom materials by parent advisory boards.
· Ensure materials comply with Kansas obscenity laws, prioritizing family-friendly content.

Implementation and Commitment

- Training: I will push for staff training on parental rights and policy compliance.
- Transparency: I will ensure all curricula, health policies, and budgets are posted online for parental review.
- Accountability: I will advocate for accessible complaint processes with timely resolutions. 

Conclusion

As your school board member, I will champion policies that empower parents and restore trust in our schools. By prioritizing transparency and consent, we can ensure education aligns with family values and serves our children’s best interests. Together, we can reorient public education towards the goals of literacy, math competency, scientific inquiry and civic responsibility by eliminating distractions and maintaining family values in child development.
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