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Requiem Eucharist 
in thanksgiving for the life of 

Dennis o. Sherwood 
 

At the invitation of the clergy, please stand as able for 

Opening Anthems    
               (red) Book of Common Prayer 491 
 
I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. 
Whoever has faith in me shall have life, 
even though he die. 
And everyone who has life, 
and has committed himself to me in faith, 
shall not die for ever. 
 
As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives 
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
After my awaking, he will raise me up; 
and in my body I shall see God. 
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him 
who is my friend and not a stranger. 
 
For none of us has life in himself, 
and none becomes his own master when he dies. 
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord, 
and if we die, we die in the Lord. 
So, then, whether we live or die, 
we are the Lord's possession. 
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Happy from now on 
are those who die in the Lord! 
So it is, says the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labors.  
 
The Collects            BCP p493 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this 
day our brother Dennis. We thank you for giving him to 
us, his family and friends, to know and to love as a  
companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless 
compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see 
in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet  
confidence we may continue our course on earth, until, 
by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone 
before; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our 
understanding: Deal graciously with Dennis’s   
family in their grief. Surround them with your love, 
that they may not be overwhelmed by their loss, but have 
confidence in your goodness, and strength to meet the 
days to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Please join in singing 

Opening Hymn          Hymn #410 
 
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
to his feet thy tribute bring; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
evermore his praises sing: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King. 
 
Praise him for his grace and favor 
to his people in distress; 
praise him still the same as ever, 
slow to chide, and swift to bless: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glorious in his faithfulness. 
 
Father-like he tends and spares us; 
well our feeble frame he knows; 
in his hand he gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Widely yet his mercy flows. 
 
Angels, help us to adore him; 
ye behold him face to face; 
sun and moon, bow down before him, 
dwellers all in time and space. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace. 
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Please be seated for    
The First Reading    Isaiah 40:1-11  
Read by Dr. Jermaine McCalpin  
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served 
her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received 
from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of 
the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain 
and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 
level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of 
the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it to-
gether, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice 
says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people 
are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the 
field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the 
breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are 
grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of 
our God will stand forever. 
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good 
tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, her-
ald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities 
of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes 
with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with 
him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his 
flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the 
mother sheep. 
The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 121 
 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
    from where is my help to come? 
   
2 My help comes from the LORD, * 
    the maker of heaven and earth. 
   
3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
    and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
   
4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
    shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
   
5 The LORD himself watches over you; * 
    the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 
   
6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
    nor the moon by night. 
   
7 The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 
    it is he who shall keep you safe. 
   
8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and 
                             your coming in, * 
    from this time forth for evermore. 
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The Second Reading            Colossians 3:1-4, 12-14 
  
Read by Mike McPherson 
 
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians. 
 
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things 
that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand 
of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life 
is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your 
life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in 
glory. 
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe your-
selves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, 
and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a 
complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above 
all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand, as you are able. 

Gospel Hymn                     #671 
 
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 
was blind but now I see. 
 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 
 
The Lord has promised good to me, 
his word my hope secures; 
he will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 
'tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 
 
When we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 
we've no less days to sing God's praise 
than when we'd first begun. 
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The Gospel               John14:1-6  
 
Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Matthew 
 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Deacon:  
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, be-
lieve also in me. In my Father’s house there are many 
dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and pre-
pare a place for you, I will come again and will take you 
to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 
And you know the way to the place where I am go-
ing.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where 
you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to 
him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
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The Eulogies 
Coleen Neita (Cousin) - Eulogy 
Bertram Gardner (Friend) 
Robert Gordon (Friend) 
Shaun Abrahams (Calabar NY Chapter Repre-
sentative) 
 
The Homily    The Rev. Ann Urinoski Strazza 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 

The Apostles’ Creed           BCP p496 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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The Prayers           BCP p497 
For our brother Dennis, let us pray to our Lord Jesus 
Christ who said, "I am Resurrection and I am Life." 
 
Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; 
draw near to us who mourn for Dennis, and dry the tears 
of those who weep. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us 
in our sorrow. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal 
life. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring 
our brother to the joys of heaven. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed 
with the Holy Spirit; give him fellowship with all your 
saints. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
He was nourished with your Body and Blood; 
grant him a place at the table in your heavenly kingdom. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother; 
let our faith be our consolation, and eternal life our 
hope. 
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Celebrant:  
Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our brother  
Dennis, who was reborn by water and the Spirit in Holy  
Baptism. Grant that his death may recall to us your  
victory over death, and be an occasion for us to  renew 
our trust in your Father's love. Give us, we pray, the faith 
to follow where you have led the way; and where you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages 
of ages. Amen.  
 
The Peace        BCP 360 
 
Anthem 
 
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  
Cecil Leslie  
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 The Holy Communion 
 
Eucharistic Prayer A       BCP 361 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Life up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and  
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and comforts us 
with the blessed hope of everlasting life. For to your  
faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and 
when our mortal body lies in death, there is prepared for 
us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels 
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made 
us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and  
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, 
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile 
us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered 
himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had  
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his  
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all 
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, 
in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his 
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 
gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people 
the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also 
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last 
day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your  
eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, 
and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. Amen.  
 
And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
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And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Breaking of the Bread     BCP 364 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The Distribution of Communion 
 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. We have gluten-free, dairy-
free, egg-free, peanut-free, & fish/shellfish-free wafers available upon  
request. We serve two chalices: a grape juice chalice for intinction (or  
dipping) only & a wine chalice for sipping only. 
 
If you do not wish to receive, you are invited to come forward and cross 
your arms to indicate that you would like a blessing. 
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Communion Hymn 
                       #662 
Abide with me: fast falls the eventide; 
the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide: 
when other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 
I need thy presence every passing hour; 
what but thy grace can foil the tempter's power? 
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 
 
I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless; 
ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death's sting? where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still, if thou abide with me. 
 
Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 
heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee; 
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
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Please stand, as you are able. 
The Post-Communion Prayer  BCP 498 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you 
have fed us with the spiritual food and drink of the 
Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and have  
given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. Grant 
that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in afflic-
tion, and a pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom 
where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but 
the fullness of joy with all your saints; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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The Commendation       BCP 499 
 
Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more, 
neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 
You only are immortal, the creator and maker of  
mankind; and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and to 
earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you 
created me, saying, "You are dust, and to dust you shall 
return." All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the 
grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more, 
neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your 
servant Dennis. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a 
sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a  
sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms 
of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in 
light. Amen.  

 

The Blessing 
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The Recessional Hymn           #460 
 
The strife is o'er, the battle done, 
the victory of life is won; 
the song of triumph has begun. 
Alleluia! 
 
The powers of death have done their worst, 
but Christ their legions hath dispersed: 
let shout of holy joy outburst. 
Alleluia! 
 
The three sad days are quickly sped, 
he rises glorious from the dead: 
all glory to our risen Head! 
Alleluia! 
 
He closed the yawning gates of hell, 
the bars from heaven's high portals fell; 
let hymns of praise his triumphs tell! 
Alleluia! 
 
Lord! by the stripes which wounded thee, 
from death's dread sting thy servants free, 
that we may live and sing to thee. 
Alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
The Dismissal 
Deacon:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People:   Thanks be to God.  
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Dennis O. Sherwood, 75, of Aberdeen, New Jersey, 
passed away peacefully at home surrounded by his loving 
family on Wednesday, October 2, 2024.  Dennis was 
born on January 6, 1949, in Kingston, Jamaica, where he 
grew up.  In the late 1960’s he immigrated to the United 
States, settling in Bronx, New York, where he and his  
beloved wife, Rema, were married on July 28, 1974.   
Dennis and Rema began their family in the Bronx, before 
settling in Aberdeen, New Jersey in 1985.  Before his  
retirement, Dennis worked as an accountant for the 
Plumbers Local Union #1 in Queens, New York.  Prior, 
he also worked for UFCW Local #174 and Glemby  
International – Salon Services as a fund manager and  
accounting manager respectively.  Dennis had a B. S.  
Accounting from City College of New York and several 
management courses from the Wharton School of the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

While living in Jamaica, Dennis attended Calabar High 
School.  Throughout his life as an alumnus, he remained 
extremely involved with Calabar High School always  
making sure to visit whenever he returned to Jamaica. His 
dedication led to him being elected as the 2nd Vice  
President of the Calabar Alumni Association of New 
York and he worked to organize fundraisers and events to 
support the students and athletes of Calabar High 
School.  His support of the children of Jamaica motivated 
him to volunteer with The Children of Jamaica Outreach 
(COJO), whose mission is to improve the wellbeing of 
underserved children in Jamaica and the United States. 
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While living in the Aberdeen area, Dennis was a devout 
parishioner of Trinity Episcopal Church in Matawan for 
many years.  He had many hobbies which included music 
and reading mystery novels, but his greatest passion was 
track and field.  In his spare time, he attended and  
traveled to many track and field meets all over the world 
with his dear friend Robert, his beloved cousin Gregory, 
and many other friends.  They visited London, Dubai, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, and countless other locations over 
the years.  

Above all else, Dennis adored his loving and close-knit 
family.  He was a loving son, husband, father, brother, 
grandfather, and friend to many.  He will be greatly 
missed, forever loved, and never forgotten. 

Dennis was predeceased by his parents, Leopold and 
Audrey (Mogg) Sherwood, and his brother, Neville  
Sherwood, and daughter Maryann Rowe.  He is survived 
by his beloved and devoted wife of 50 years, Rema 
(Lindsay) Sherwood, his loving son, Duane Sherwood, 
his cherished granddaughter, ZaNahja “Z” Sherwood, his 
dear sister, Yasmine Prendergast and her husband, Philip, 
his niece, Dr. Natalie Minto, and his treasured cousin, 
Gregory Ramsey, along with many more cousins,  
extended family and friends. 
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Please use this form to make altar flower or other special offerings by filling 
in the appropriate information below. Please make your check in the amount 
of $30.00 payable to Trinity Church or place this form and your check in the 
offering plate. 
 
In loving memory of :                In thanksgiving for:       
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Given by:  ___________________________________________ 

                        Your name 
 

Date to be listed in the bulletin:  ________________________ 
 
The Rev. Ann Urinoski Strazza Priest-in-Charge, 908-578-9098 
The Rev. Magdalena Aders  Deacon  
Rosalie DiSimone-Weiss  Lay Worship Leader 
Karen Holder    Organist 
Meredith Taylor   Parish Administrator 
Jordan Drevelus   Guest Organist 
 
Sunday Services:  Holy Eucharist at 8am (without music) & 10am 
(with music) 
 

Office Hours: Tuesday – Thursday, 9 AM to 3 PM  
Church Office: 732-591-9210 
Office e-mail: trinitychurchmatawan@gmail.com 

 
Wardens & Vestry 

Linda Lee     Senior Warden 
Tracey Siegel    Junior Warden 
Sandra Carioti    Fundraising, co-chair 
Barbara Eisel    Fundraising, co-chair 
Alecia Fehley 
Maria Hassanin    Evangelism 
Jason Koumoulis    
Steve Lee    Buildings & Grounds, co-chair 
Matt Ratcliffe    Parish Life 
Tim Sharpe    Buildings & Grounds, co-chair 
Meredith Taylor    Stewardship & Clerk of the Vestry 
 


