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As of the fourth quarter of 2025 (reported early 2026), South Africa's official

unemployment rate stands at 31.4% . This represents a slight decrease, making it the

lowest rate in five years, though it remains exceptionally high. The expanded

unemployment rate, which includes discouraged job seekers, is roughly 42%–

44%.

Key statistics for Q4 2025:

Official Unemployment Rate (LU3): 31.4%.

Expanded Unemployment Rate: 44.5% (includes people who have stopped looking

for work).

Total Unemployed Persons: Approximately 7.8 million.

Trend: Despite a slight decrease in Q4, unemployment remains a chronic issue, with

youth (15–34) experiencing rates above 45%.

The data is officially released by Statistics South Africa via the Quarterly Labour Force

Survey (QLFS).
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What is the unemployment rate now in South Africa?
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Is South Africa's unemployment rate the highest in the world?

Unemployment Rate in South Africa averaged 27.59 percent from 2000 until 2025, reaching an all time
high of 35.30 percent in the fourth quarter of 2021 and a ... Read more

South Africa Unemployment Rate

Trading Economics

https://tradingeconomics.com › South Africa

24 Mar 2026 — The unemployment rate in South Africa was 32.39 percent in 2025. Between 1991 and
2025, the unemployment rate rose by 9.25 percentage points, ... Read more

Unemployment rate South Africa

Statista

https://www.statista.com › ... › International

13 May 2025 — The official unemployment rate was 32,9% in the first quarter of 2025 According to the
QLFS Q1: 2025 results, there was a decrease of 291 ...

Statistics South Africa on Quarterly Labour Force Survey ...

South African Government

https://www.gov.za › news › media-statements › statistic...

17 Feb 2026 — South Africa's official unemployment rate decreased by 0.5 percentage points from
31.9% in the third quarter (Q3) of 2025 to 31.4% in the ... Read more

Unemployment rate decreases by 0.5 percentage points

South African Government News Agency

https://www.sanews.gov.za › south-africa › unemploym...

17 Feb 2026 — The official jobless rate (ZAUNR=ECI) , opens new tab stood at 31.4% in October-
December, down from 31.9% in July-September. Read more

South Africa's Q4 unemployment rate falls to 31.4%, lowest ...

Reuters

https://www.reuters.com › world › africa › south-africa...

South Africa unemployment rate for 2024 was 33.17%, a 1.07% increase from 2023. South Africa
unemployment rate for 2023 was 32.10%, a 1.17% decline from ... Read more

South Africa Unemployment Rate | Historical Chart & Data

Macrotrends

https://www.macrotrends.net › countries › zaf › unemplo...

The unemployment rate has decreased to 31.4% in the fourth quarter of
2025. That's from 31.9% in the third quarter.

Unemployment rate eases to 31.4 % in 2025: Dimakatso ...

YouTube · SABC News

3,6K+ views · 2 months ago

Unemployment, total (% of total labor force) (modeled ILO estimate) - South Africa · Unemployment,
female (% of female labor force) (national estimate). Read more

Unemployment, total (% of total labor force) (modeled ILO ...

World Bank Open Data

https://data.worldbank.org › SL.UEM.TOTL.ZS

22 Apr 2026 — Nearly 80% of 7.8m who are idle despite actively searching for work every week have
been unemployed for more than a year.

Unemployment problem becoming too big to solve

Moneyweb

https://www.moneyweb.co.za › news › economy › une...
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