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sa slhpawitnatthreaenk Lake, Al berta. She spent the
e wasdnionjomreedk nows how. But she could not f
e other pelicans.
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p a bit. What and who is EIlsa? EI s
elican El sa, when a friend of mine
he pebfrcameasnamaeyvioigttheramanamehar a
hRAvezmBmlosgicdsel® ras Buad i te,j ust seeme
at the nawefé& Ehga, and the female

attentionl% oviErlussa i n 2020.
dbuntci dedatoumd nti mé zwoglod ng
4@ ,t where EIlsa was trying t
en know t htaot Fsrhaen tkwalLsa kteh er e
, after other pelicans had
of EI sa.
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ovember 2021, fwhoem tlheaelcaadkad tga twea | &Kt Franl
ervation areagailn saw plkati cametdewas There

Fested cormorants] dNbaeeobstihbsbekbnritdbhesko
l' 1y migrate souffThei peOctadbemaoubbevember.

mg,one of the cormorants was not able to f

ny photos of the pelican we now call
s too. I posted some of my photos, as
groulpt WwhaébesvanBeviddent that hundreds
mberg wat er esnyeds tadoroineesadh edd wedtkthewl i can

emed tiewemjgoynyv photobk wédsoocurieososuabeus. how
|l ican would far e, as it became col der. [ dec
d rempmow tohe pelwocnadneitwesdst dtohengcorlmor ant t oo,
came clear that the twot oogeithntheaamFwanlkd Ladee t
nter .

sa, as Jeanne and | <called her, seemed to be
eregfews h i n tkreeawaket hane WwWould continue to b
en it got vewiyt hcosltdr.eame i fpred m ntehe Hi ghwood Ri
rgill plant, and ftakce | Hitgh Ril oeatc\Wanatiteweotuesrl y
e lake. EIlsa was abl ertoot esgtlusgvgel .e i nto her fe
deci Hedc o hsanborualnd have a name too. I thought ¢

which a wompnh amapmiead alslesdda SafmPAay Ti me Goes

0 Sam seemed to be a faiptptetamgepbdramd®i hgr OKhe c
itially. Baust witn tbeerc atnceo bcl | tecahrd t s bnap il vbael t h e

asures that EIlsa had at her disposal Il nstea
ual ly staanmnd sttryaitgdhtimledpp elcit s awil ygs He had fis
otectiondaAtomsmobttphe wasndédt able to fly at
rm the way that EIlsa could. Unfortunately, S



El sa kept doing what she needed to do, month a

her and her elnvtiirnnendheamtweal@erh went, it was ne
about 15 minutes on a gravel road and another
weat her that 6s not much of a probl em. But , as

mor e di;‘fi@uWitthomy;O\nit:tinqu.

I had to continue, becauisadnmanyy r RlplmerttiaagBiorfddd o
El sa wafsnddoli nfge.l to fcfoemrpendredencoour agemerdt Ifrom t
felt that | needed to repaWhemyshkhé swenst tmi Seien
f ssrever al days, it hit me and ElIGreaeds foll ower s
Wa g ntere Caretaker for Frank Lake, that EIlsa var
winter too. He said thatrthefhadhesdakehemwetl hemw
the island. |1 noticed that the i 8e,hbadad reached

reasoned that she was probalnyd jsihhet phiodiabd yout
returned to do soeearlhy ¢$ hhied g 8 blea fsstoonmes pacsi nhte r

hunger had Iberrew sratdisd i ®ale her in her hiding pl
island when it got warmer and the ice receded.

El saf wagyentnled by mamnyye notomert hied acdedddhe gte e @y s .
mal |l ards, and gol deneye ducks were frequent vi
Laklenn March many g@l hs ttchaenméeZCtpweirfdoe namegul | s,
foll owe-ii by ediTghgelalid mahot her peli,saonaafieed. A
t hatmany more Ipehtcan&dcs@abevysstts were made ec
because the gate was wunlocked at the beginning
ti me. Then, t owlarldo 4 th etsreatake odhf uAtpderrield,s o f ot her

pelicans made her hard to find.

There was an Avian I nfluenza outbreak, which b
Lake and many other areas in Alberta and el sew
p eclaint & lol meawfatmatyi ng bump onlthd dedaedn maldi c a
mating bumps, which EIl sa hadnot had So, i f E I
mi ght she have gone? She had bee able to fly
Threebs no way of knowing for sure, but 1 d6ve i me
ot her pelicans to go to a nesting colony.

I take photos whenever | see pelicans at Frank
April

wmamnsgt ori es ovegcrtihkei nrwg nmyervidsits and how EI s

I

took manyvepmeathbef sSl been@aoBriagesed me to coll ect
preserve those memories. clompediade dnt o fdanyt patst
El sa through t heu gvh thwaedmpatt aldnei ttihailsl yc,olll etcht i on of
and photos on my website. I might write more a
Frank Lake But | thhduglhyt Falkcab otoltkw ablesdampi | at i o
be a good ,anidérhtoilbbntgd npgo ibrmtc k s ome memories for me
Facelhd blehk ta Birds.
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November 20, 2021

I went to Frank Lake this afternoon. The weatt
twice about it, but | went anyway. I n High Riv
be 26 km/ hr. There were two otheenvehactiegegdar k
Making sure | was well covered up, I went thro
wal king toward me on the gravel road. | asked

said that they had édketh mottommohlhm amltse@and a swan

I wal ked up the-orfdadpatrckkwarrgd ftolre tphwel lwater pi p:¢
expected that there would be open water down
mi nut es. Thankfully, the wind wasffafhammy back.
wal ked west across the field in the direction

I could see two birds an -AmesiednCWhmoeare!| i T
were standing side by side at the tip of | and
The Affl 83 eeding Birds of Alberta, there are mi
October in Al berta. A few cormorants, on the ot
I took a photo of the two birds, and | 6ve atta

| tookewuphetasf even though it was bitterly <c




November 20, 2021

As | mentioned in a previous post, | went to F
as it has been since the begimparn hgd orhy hwart i aargd
wal ked in. |t wa@&wad &liddwag |Ibkutn gn ootu tt owoasbhaad di f fer e
|l 611 get to that in another post.

When | arr iovfefd paatr ktihneg paurlela (when we were abl e
to the mpiweasltirream,nfwhere | knew that there woul
to see an Ameri can Whridst el Caramo raanrdt as tDaonudbil neg
on the point of | and just off the island. |l po
Peli baonbkdshave all gone south by now. I wonder
one that had an i nyiumteadr e nlga s ta nwli nhtaedr .o viehre c o
been standing with the pelican suddenly went o
to have a owiinngceprtohbel eomrd kept fl apping a wing.
swimming in the water. I dondédt know i f they in
I soon found out that the pelican could fly, be
| di dnot see him take off, because | was watch
pelican was having any diffioeultyodkyohgtheé 6pe
in the air. I think the backdrop of the settin
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Here's a photo of the pelican flying over the




November 20, 2021

In two previous posts, | showed an American Whi
I wondered if the pelican could fly, because ni¢
him make a cir cdusiete nairnogul nyd thhee woaast rGKm tlhaptost ed
flight Whil e | wa® )watichs ayw lfiamdmdkeeai sg@con
attached a photo of the pelican just taking of"
l ook | i ke he was having too muaotottrosu tslhe wf Ityhier
right wingtip folded under somewhat awkwardl y.
Wal ki ng backofffr opnartkhiengpuarlie a, I was terribly ¢
directly in my face all of the way. Next ti me,
f adcle Pavwo balaclavas, and | dondét know why |

great to be out at Frank Lake again anyway.
cormorants, that | thought had all gone by now




November 26, 2021
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went to Farfatnekr nloaokne itnhiosr der to see if the Am
ere. On my way to the island, on the west si
6s the Caretaker for the Frank Lake | BA (| mpc
stel] landhehe said yes. | could see something
p. Thatoés where the pelican is, Greg said. I
me one that overwintered | ashatyelae. h&degesnai
e cormorant swimming in the | ake as wel . I

spent quite a bit of time on the shore just

dnét move muchemwdi Behmsavmeggbsetred that a goo
e pelican would be EI sa, from the movie Froz
rough one winter; hopefully she can do it ag
e pelicanei sGmahbesai df smamkt hing el se about t
not in need of being rescued. There are | ot
peline continuing to flow into Frank Lake, (
eg tdisdanydp anything about cold tolerance, bir
mperatures by various means.

ve attached a cropped photo of EIlsa on the s
om predators there, and@l Is hpo shta sa neoatshye r a cpcheost:
mmatnhe f ul | photoobbtosanttwasc| ase etapting



https://www.facebook.com/groups/318242134926755/user/100007295651567/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWtxJD8k7q1lcPwiYmlO04QDaFOqPVqArIYZbrq0or_GcLdmHz4ZeDQwl8187PmNs0hl85ojAkap-JiaQBOcmmlrLDOhfyTznRCzpbEW1JyuR36gQaMasy3pDBaVSONNmhU90gvesg1lt_clS5BS0w0&__tn__=-%5DK-R
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ncgr ospupni nbge hiitn df,o rp rmyo rp otsot

over win
above.



November 27, 2021

On Nov. 20, I posted a photo of caresAméeri can
Cormorant standing side by side. They were sta
just across fhemwdate disdeanadf olRrank Lake. After

cormorant wal ked over to anotherl cokedr hnket hh
second one was having a wing probl em, because
the pelicamowasa dleawvnanorle tphotos while the pel
haven't posted any of the standing ones yet, h
ot I took of that pelican that a
e imgeltiscan tposk etdwes osnleo rotf fmly s

m t h f
I n h

I h Greg Wagner at Frank Lake ye
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s the same e that over wiemtnenree dB madtn Hama n k '
i e the pelican | ast winter cou
h I
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0]
i scussed whet

at itj-evwldo ery high or very well. The pe
much better now han | ast winter.
Asméntioned idbempyné aBargplhsimat she | ikes to thi
as "-Elroan' t he movie Frozen. [ |l i ke that name a:

other members | ike that nasmemalbe. oWedaea mal ¢, kho
Sargaeantd that she had found that the name EI sa
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Il " ve attached one of my Nov. 20 photos of EI s:
from the island on ;t hehevewas sliadekiolfg Wa ainikt tLlak e\

feeling quite wind&lLown myself at that ti me



https://www.facebook.com/groups/318242134926755/user/100007295651567/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXdvH4zV8v5l96X_MYs8j9rPDzOPQCVreL4xNGKlcs4Lpxjh_o43wJ7TpVHIdiQqcLNO0WFMGH7cqUQvzO2kpmc2-VF6FVT4UtZPm1sfij9eUMdpzFu3Ijmx83MNxQ7YbZsvm_iS1kv9tYQMywUirll&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/318242134926755/user/100007295651567/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXdvH4zV8v5l96X_MYs8j9rPDzOPQCVreL4xNGKlcs4Lpxjh_o43wJ7TpVHIdiQqcLNO0WFMGH7cqUQvzO2kpmc2-VF6FVT4UtZPm1sfij9eUMdpzFu3Ijmx83MNxQ7YbZsvm_iS1kv9tYQMywUirll&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/318242134926755/user/755550993/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXdvH4zV8v5l96X_MYs8j9rPDzOPQCVreL4xNGKlcs4Lpxjh_o43wJ7TpVHIdiQqcLNO0WFMGH7cqUQvzO2kpmc2-VF6FVT4UtZPm1sfij9eUMdpzFu3Ijmx83MNxQ7YbZsvm_iS1kv9tYQMywUirll&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/318242134926755/user/755550993/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXdvH4zV8v5l96X_MYs8j9rPDzOPQCVreL4xNGKlcs4Lpxjh_o43wJ7TpVHIdiQqcLNO0WFMGH7cqUQvzO2kpmc2-VF6FVT4UtZPm1sfij9eUMdpzFu3Ijmx83MNxQ7YbZsvm_iS1kv9tYQMywUirll&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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e posted

| v
the same wWway her second
t o fter

take off

a

few photos

but a S

of Elsa flying from e
fsleiegnhetd whoi |l ea blo uwa sa tbhietr
he was airborne, she s




November 30, 2021

|l 6m certainly g@attiOng ea algiatitnl, e | e xwearl kiesde i nt o Fi
gate yesterday ( Nootvt.e d2 951 saaf,t etrtneo ommv erlwisnpt er i ng
Pelican, standing adi ndteeadroth amndt oé $heth sér

her on my previous two vVvisitscr esnt eNdovCo r2roo raanrdt
standing on a Frokkewushabetbw bermorant was in
other visitors had told me. But | hadndét seen
flapping a wing rather aimlessly. So, I have
pelicans andt cgpetmoeara,ntasnd issihnce t hey often hang
is appropriate company al so.

When | visit El sa, [ usually stand on the shor
I thought that | would walk on the other side
island to get a better view.cdr moarsanstt idnd qBilistae
But both of them decided to | eave as | came cl
and tried to fly, but it could not. So, it swarl
stretched her wings. THhHerdl| ®we ijnumpadheamwhteort ¢
made a running takeoff. She took many steps il
straining a | ot But, she did finally get up.
the island to nhehsocameadownAndt ohehe water al
the island and the shore. She wasnoét fishing;
whi |l e She kept edging closer to where | was s
she came dgwi seemeadsé o be curious about me.

I took |l ots of photo6é )af IElvsea a(ta sa cyhoeud moingeh to fe xt
El sa swiwnmihng wavy reflection that | |ike.
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Here's a photo of Elsa about to fly to the wat




November 30, 2021

As | mentioned in my post early this morning, | walked into Frank Lake again yesterday.
My primary purpose, of course, was to check on Elsa, thevaviering pelican. As | said

in my post, Elsa was in a different location than she was on my previous two visits. She
was at the north end of the island on the west side. And, for the first time, | could see the

cormorant clearly. He was just down from&ls st anding on a rock. I wa
any particularly good photos of the cormorant

to take good photos of a dark subject. But , | ¢
that the cormoranthasomei ng up and one down. The one that 6

to be the bad one. | watched him try to fly but he is not able to do that.

Before | post my photo of the cormorant, I 6d |
I n case yo uoribuleydydbs rmemldy to my | ast post, or |
of fered the name A0l afodo, which sounds |like a g
and supportivebo, and his figreatest dream is t
searching on the web, | came uplwit a name to consider al so: iSam
bl anca, features a piano player named Sam, who
Caf® Am®ricain. I n the movie, thereds a scene
i mpl ores Sam Goepl By. d ARi dk mewho owns the caf®
rey Bogart. Rick and Il sa used to be together.

life, who migrated with the other pelicans? Maybe her Rick will return next year.

| 6ve att ac h eodofthemrmaordnt frony yegiehdayt



https://www.facebook.com/groups/318242134926755/user/1575400704/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXilW_8x6-EjxcZZLDZBO_j1BW2DWjmD1ukjZJn9i9aPqLXuiYl4qrprjqoRKO8YcM_9Ldv--6373t8L20l8rr17V8wNcPRkmnKwrwChtEdjXIPvJkRFPYWOY1NzdGK0iNEp_yPiGq4N6_X_bZJVdKI&__tn__=-%5dK-R

December 1, 2021

Since | had to go to an appointment in Calgary at 3:30pm, | left for Frank Lake a little
earlier than | usually do. | began walking in around 11:45, so | was standing on the shore
on the west sidaround 12:15. | had been meaning to go out earlier anyway, because |
wondered if Elsa, the American White Pelican, and Sam, the Dowuddéed Cormorant,
would be doing something different than they had been doing on my previous visits.

As | was crossing the field, in front of the pipeline, | could see that Elsa was standing on

top of the island on the southern tip. On my previous visit, she was on the northern tip. As
before, Sam was just down fr ofiy, Helprebmblyat t he wat
feels a bit vulnerable being up on top with Elsa. And, | think that she likes being slightly

up from the water, so that she can jump off and fly if that should be necessary.

I wasndt very close beforén&amhatahtdéd e €wimm
with my presence as Elsa appears to be. Thankfully, before he left the island, | was able to

take some decent shots of Elsa and Sam in the samedpéedn though they were quite

farapard | 61 | post one | ater.

Elsa was very aite todayy but she remained on the tip of the island. Mostly, she was
standing, but sometimes she was crouched a little. The previous time | visited, she made a
brief flight. She also swam quite a bit. But today she seemed satisfied with preening and

strethi ng on top of the island. At one point, she
ways so impressive when a pelican shows the nine foot wingspan that they have. The photo

of Elsa that |1 6m attaching today hédonekndét show
like the best.

One of these days, I 6m gdbug t o gasndome ogbedt
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Here's a photo showing Sam on the |l eft at wate
right.

Comment

Whemel i cans flap their wings, sometimes they |
when | |l ooked at one of my photos from yesterd
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As | mentioned in my post, Sam, t hmy comoroe ant ,
viewing |l ocation at Frank Lake. Here's my best

Comment

Here's another shot of El sa. She seems to be |




December 2, 2021

A major vulnerability with both pelicans and c
Al berta, appears to be their feet. However, if
they have a heat exchange system tlhdat hel ps to
The arterial system of ducks keeps fithe feet s
ti ssues with food and oxygen, and just warm en
the temperature difference betaweeesn ,t hhee afte elto sasn
is greatly reduced. 0 | hrtdaapdndtiwrsgklniexctedd g/ whmy o
don%E2 %8D WO WE2 %80 . . . /

Overwintering, of course, is helddue btyo t he ope
the pipeline inflow While the air temperature
temperature wihlatei Oi omn ho ghlkee. hi gher tempera
El sa and Sam are readily able to obtain fish
theydéll be able to pull it off.

it Frank Lake today, that |1 6d0b pase
She appears to be Il ooking right at me, as she



https://askanaturalist.com/why-don%E2%80%99t-ducks%E2%80%99-feet-freeze/?fbclid=IwAR24OGiKaowKeSmjzswu1141NhSEX-mYvA991UQGaomxpZnC_gPjmaZWPPg
https://askanaturalist.com/why-don%E2%80%99t-ducks%E2%80%99-feet-freeze/?fbclid=IwAR24OGiKaowKeSmjzswu1141NhSEX-mYvA991UQGaomxpZnC_gPjmaZWPPg

Comment

Her e' s

a

profile

shot

of

El

S a.

t ook

e w



December 3, 2021

| mentioned, after my visit to Frank Lake Biov. 29, when | went to see Elsa and Sam,
the overwintering pelican and cormorant, that Elsa swam toward me when | started to
leave. | took several photos then. However, the first time | saw those photos was this
morning!

| had been taking both RAW andBB photos simultaneously that afternoon. So each

click of my shutter resulted in the memory card storage of three times the usual amount

of space (a RAW image is twice as |l arge as a J
t han | usual | yntltcheckedBtadee thai | had alemrechndy tmain memory

card this morning, that | found that the card had been filled, and my photos had over-

flowed to my second card. What a serendipitous discovery! On my second card, | had

stored the photos of Elsa whsine had come the closest to me ever! | should have real-

ized that at the time | looked at my photos that evening, but | was a bit bushed from my

visit that day.

I haveno6t decided whether 16l1 go to Frank Lak
anew photo from Nov. 29! As always, the one | &
the best. Elsa is standing in some shallow water just off the point of land opposite their

island hangout. Note the drooping feather on her right wing; that's thethénbas ap-

peared to give her problems when she decides to fly.
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| 6ve mentioned in prior posts, Greg Wagner
mportant Bird Area). WhenAmefican Wenhteto vi
l ican &#meésbDedblCer morant at Frank Lake on Nov
th him. Hebs regularly monitoring the situat
at time that he didn't advocate any rescue a

eg aaned members of a group called Al bertabird

y Al bertabird works is as follows: Any membe

eryone else in the group by just sending ema
i Wlcl ude

ver al member s who
a rescue attempt

I of the Albertahb

commented on my posts
d and should be made f
ember s. I hope that Gr

ast year, ma n
cause | felt
ussian Carp p
k e. | al so fe
|l ieve that t h
wever, water
en water avai
the winter,

thought that the pelic
open water around the
n in the &dtakker amkil d al
t the bird could be st
obably the best course
s i n thy 4dfafkectarteh enuarho U rotw
e. Therefore, habitat condi
i f required, a rescue effor

I
r

Frank Lake regul alryl.y.l Hdeedcsi daesks etscs
nd Sam al so, because | t hought t ha
o know how the overwintering birds
t many of them toefGmggphbrnd,s ofn co
th the weather turning colder, and
Frank Lake since Dec. 1. |l intend
ewhat better.

I I can get somé ewpaoddt engy phattos onle&l lofs &nd
6t have many of Sam, because he al ways seem
Il ms about staying put and even coming neatr
1, when El sa eas tit@andfi ngheni shandowhar e

end muchowhebheheydbirmenot A4s.wi mming and fi shi






December 7 . 2021

Don Whittakerand | enjoyed a superb winter afternoon at Frank Lake today. There was a
little mist coming off the lakehut that only added to the charm of our outing. We noticed
that there's more ice on the portion of the lake that plays host to Elsa and Sam, the over-
wintering American White Pelican and Doulgleested Cormorant. But there's still plenty

of open water duto the fasfflowing effluent from the pipeline.

As we walked from the gate to the path across the field, we could see Elsa and Sam. They
were swimming close to each other near the north end of the island. When we started to
walk across the fieldglsa swam toward us, and Sam swam away from us to stand on the
ice--he stayed there all the while we were taking photos. Elsa, on the other hand. spent a
lot of time in the water close to the piece of land opposite the north end of the-mtahd
directly across from us. She was quite active: preening, exercising her wings, standing up,
and scrunching down. At one point, without any hint that we saw, she suddenly took off
and flew low past the island on the east side. Then she swam back and forth theflengt
the island-occasionally, she would inspect us as she swarslg didn't seem to be fearful

of our presence in the slightest.

| struggled with choosing a photo to show everydden Whittakerand | took a lot of
pictures. The one I've selected is one that | almost missed. | mentioned that Elsa suddenly
took to the air. That was right in front of us! And we were both shooting with 500mm
lenses (that are really 750mm effectf@eal length, due to our cameras' 1.5X crop factor).

So, there she was right in front of us, moving fast. | managed to fit her into a couple of
frames-in one of them just bareljthat is the photo that I've attached. Normally, | wouldn't
post such a photavith Elsa’s bill almost touching the frame. But, | think the photo shows
that she's able to move pretty well in her current winter home. We stayed for about two
hours, then we reluctantly bid adieu to Elsa and Sam.



https://www.facebook.com/groups/318242134926755/user/793280310/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX9txzlcXYsiePVaK1hv83IUcnThQ49ETeTTseeg48vZmy48xdr1RCqGKofQ79AnZ3pIir_yqIShwyVex_yv6nS_dgQA97CmiMC2UeA2F9xtDnAif5-7ocA2P0VD2ROmC6ZH3gFJHomr-DS3_CKrUZe&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/318242134926755/user/793280310/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX9txzlcXYsiePVaK1hv83IUcnThQ49ETeTTseeg48vZmy48xdr1RCqGKofQ79AnZ3pIir_yqIShwyVex_yv6nS_dgQA97CmiMC2UeA2F9xtDnAif5-7ocA2P0VD2ROmC6ZH3gFJHomr-DS3_CKrUZe&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Here's EIl satchisclsihreg sws me by the island.
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Herebs Elsa doing some wing flapping.

i o0




December 9, 2021

As | mentioned in my post on Dec. 4, Greg Wagner, who is the Caretaker of the Frank
Lake IBA (Important Bird Area), has stated that he feels thaseue attempt of Elsa and

Sam, the overwintering American White Pelican and Doutdsted Cormorant, should

not be attempted at this time. His reasoning is that the birds have open water and fish, and
they should be able to survive the winter. And thhdtould be injured and/or stressed

by an attempted rescue. He is monitoring the birds and their environment regularly, how-
ever, and he will initiate a rescue attempt if he thinks that one should be made.

As you also know, if tysublv@&vdelkamerd omaloiwn g gf meq
into Frank Lake since Nov. 20. My last one was on Dec. 7 ath Whittaker | in-

tended to visit Elsa and Sam yesterday, but | found, after | parked at the gate, that the

wind and slippery road surface seemeddobt oo hazar dous. Il 6m going toc
row, since the weather forecast is quite favougatden d | 6 1 | be sure to wear
boots that my wife boughtet hey 6 r e supposed to aid footing o

|l 6ve never been twobSam and Blsa tpgether,dbecgusedSdm gways

goes away. | have many photos of Elsa, because she comes relativélystiessgppears

to have become used to my visits. | decided to make a composite photo, from two photos

| took on my last visit, showing o Sam and Elsa. | tried to adjust their relative sizes in

the composite, so that Elsa appears to be about twice the length®fsShne 6 s al so about
four times his weight. Sam is standing on ice, and Elsa is standing in water by the ice.



https://www.facebook.com/groups/318242134926755/user/793280310/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXYKbSx9P1pNKMipAmWxI7-oym85Vdk5B1zgZviqG-SpK-h4966jRERBFOsfDz_3Rm3JHa8-WUJSzTBvhRX2CjMVb8qZQtRxHpd1qjdO7F1oSEPaKh1eZyFicSrshyfX-K4OFLowFcTOZrsRiI5JBv1&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Here's a photo |I took of EIlsa and Sam. I took
750mm, with the crop factor), so they're much
photo Al so, Samnml-itsrined; qluittlei mih mp2dpeMaybe w:
Sa l' i ke Elsa, will become used to my visits




Comment

I took an i Phone photo of EIlsa with the mounta

Comment

And here's a photo of Sam against the mountain




Dece mb20r2 19,

Don Whittakerand | have so many photos of Elsa, an American White Pelican,
from our visit to Frank Lake on Dec. 7. When she saw us on the shore, she swam
very close to us. Her companion, Sam, a Dowbésted Cormorant, went away

from us onto the icéarther west intte basin. Elsa was very active, and enabled us
to get many photd@sit was like an Elsa modelling sho&..

While she was standing across from us, Elsa flapped her wings a lot. She had a
short flight while we were there also. | posted a shot yesterday afligisg by

on that flight. | decided to post another photo from Dec. 7 of Elsa, exercising her
wings.



https://www.facebook.com/groups/318242134926755/user/793280310/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVEFPtgUhnBenMRuyEKiR8ui52CBiqA2qpNAYWHlBxLaxJImWF_-vDeyBrZUzNFPo75y1wqmCK6N-wTe4cRo6uQb5IekVhi1iPANrTPHJasddte03OPbJT17czFnd-gIIFkCCuqKThU7LIXb9tLtKSS&__tn__=-%5dK-R

December 11, 2021

I arrived at the Frank Lake gate at around 1pm
I write this). | bundled up well, because it was starting to get a bit chilly. As | mentioned |

would, | was wearing my ice gripping boots. The road into Frank Lakeat seem

nearly as slippery as it was two days ago, but it was still comforting to know that | was

well shod. | had my usual Nikon camera, but with a smaller lens, fastened to a body har-

ness. And | had my Sony travel camera, which has a zoom lengeattacthe harness as

welld | was hoping to get a decent photo of both Elsa and Sam, the overwintering Ameri-

can White Pelican and Doubbteested Cormorant, together.

As | left the road to cross the field, to go to the island that Elsa and Samthe& hase,

| could see that Elsa was hunkered down on top of the north tip of the island. Sam was
standing at the other end of the island. | stopped and took some photos of Elsa. Then |
moved down the shore to get some photos of Sam. Sam decided tqvilatkisland a

bit. Then I lost him. | think that what he did was to swim on the other side of the island to
the north tip; the island is still surrounded by open water. When | saw him next, he was
standing just out of the water not too far from Elsa.

Elsa wasnot moving much, but | saw her move aro
The photo | 6ve selected shows both EIlIsa and Sa
maybe itds just my imagination, buto it seems |

go fishing with him. Throughout the summer, cormorants regularly fish with pelicans.
Normally, cormorants eat about 1 Ib. of fish per day. And pelicans eat about 4 Ibs. of fish
per day. No doubt theydre both eating |l ess tha

I dondét know whether Elsa and Sam went fishing
The temperature was just below zero, and the wind was 21 km/h (both readings were

from High River, since there are no readings for Frank Lake). | saw Greg Wagmgr on

way out. He keeps checking on Elsa and Sam. He sitill thinks that the best course right

now is just to let them be.
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Here'ssup phose of EIl sa at
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December 12, 2021

I went to Frank Lake this afternoon to see EI s

White Pelicanesanhdd DOabmer ant. Since the gate w

season, starting in edrml y nS dcdoteeceshbradrw, g rla vneele d e d
0

roaals | 6ve been doing every few days since Nov.
I foll owed a path across a field, in order to
eventually to the shorkEl saaracsd $amm Adel ivwdanw
across the field, |l spotted EIlsa at the south
around the island, theyob6re quite safe from ter
I took some photos of Bwassa satsanldignogt ocnl otsheer .s hichr
directly opposite EI sa, |l took quite a few mor
turned toward me a few ti mes, but she didnot g
ti mes As she al ways dtolkee ,r aviheend srhedls 4 wyri fnagc a o«
i sl and, she had her feet tucked into her feath
In that position, itodos |ike sheds wearing a fe
I read yesterday on the following website:

http://www. adirondackwi l.dlli fhea d rige eGr elad dHkoir mge dfCx
i nformation on Great Horned Owl s, because | h a
information that | foumdgpatbaynedrdospenl gsto
al sovarngl € or any species of bird that over winte

AiBirds do not migrate because of colder winter
effective insulators than mammalian fur, and w
genated by their higher metabolism, birds are
than mammals are. What drives birds to war mer

them in the winter. o

So, Elsa and Sam are wepaednpgstheod, i obuivhtchbnt
pl editny t he open water down from the pipeline.

The photo | want to share today, shows Elsa tr
the island. She had her head turned tsilmeght !l y t
I watched her. But she did move her head and n
suspect that he was on the other side of the i


http://www.adirondackwildlife.org/GreatHornedOwls.htm?fbclid=IwAR3cpFh3bFcstasEAteEIf1J3KxPOlNlbJuvjWY5j2Jr34ME5xCQL4QZVU0

Comment

Here's another shot of Elsa all snuggled into




December 14, 2021

| changed my mfile and cover photos today. Also, | gave everyone a brief story
on my timeline about Elsa and Sam, the overwintering pelican and cormorant at
Frank Lake.

| haven't visited Elsa and Sam since Dec. 12. As you know, if you've seen my
posts, | only saw Eésthat day. And she was hunkered down keeping warm on top
of the islandKaryn Leereported that she had been there earlier in the day on
Dec. 12, and she saw Elsa take one flight, and then swim back and forth beside
the island. She said that shesneery active. She didn't say anything about Sam.

| didn't go to Frank Lake today, but | might go tomorrow. | hope that I'll be able
to see Sam as well as Elsa.

| have another photo of Elsa that | want to share. | took it on Dec. 7, which is the
last time that | saw Elsa fly. In my photo, Elsa is just about to take off for a short
flight from north of the island to just south of the islatiie incident seems teb
very similar to the time tha€aryn Leesaw her fly on Sunday.



https://www.facebook.com/groups/318242134926755/user/709815576/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVoY0qtK2uZdfmItrbQSr9L_HO5hoWr2GY2bsjZx_Sj5Ej7hsCdiPC-dqP-Xn6jTvDGL-CB8nAuqEPPo0B9HsVesh-GUEEU0hnn3UbbzxpCBt77-ZbEj0mgA_JXB7MVXEnbDTm5TrVodGED88uY4v1_&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/318242134926755/user/709815576/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVoY0qtK2uZdfmItrbQSr9L_HO5hoWr2GY2bsjZx_Sj5Ej7hsCdiPC-dqP-Xn6jTvDGL-CB8nAuqEPPo0B9HsVesh-GUEEU0hnn3UbbzxpCBt77-ZbEj0mgA_JXB7MVXEnbDTm5TrVodGED88uY4v1_&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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I took this photo of EIlIsa a couple of seconds

managed to attain Iift off. Not imest heawater s
di pped a little as she strained to get into th
troubl e with.




December 15, 2021

Il 6m going to have to find some solution to kee
at Frank Lake inemperatures like we had today. When | walked in today, | had no prob-

lem with any part of my body except my hands. | was wearing gloves (which was proba-

bly my first mistake) with finger and thumb 1t
whenltrytomake amer a settings and take photos with m
wearing gloves with fingertips that open. However, it was so cold today that | could not

have my fingers exposed for very long. | think | need to find warm mitts with easy open-

ingsd so thal can quickly shoot and then thaw my fingers.

I didnét stay opposite the island very | ong, b
tering pelican. | wanted to assess how | think she looks, and | wanted to bring back a few
photos. She seemedtohheie. She wasndét being very active.

north end of the islard with her feet tucked into her feathers. Initially, she had her neck
pulled way into her body. But several times she raised her neck up and lookedaround
seemingly being vy perky. When | left, she had pulled her head back into her body.

I havendét mentioned Sam, the cormorant, yet. O

Wagner, the Caretaker of Frank Lékethink he goes there every day certainly see

him almosteverytim | g o. He said that he had not seen
two days. | told him that he had been sighted last Sunday, and Greg said that he was

aware of his presence then. Now, however, he fears the worst. He thinks that he is no
longeralivd but he hadndét yet spotted his body. When
carefully on both tips of the island as well as all over the top of the island. | looked in the

water around the island as well. Mertoul dndt se
suspect that Greg is correct about Sambdbs demi s
Extremely sad news. I thought that Sam hadnét

| had never seen him lying down and snuggled into his feathers like Elsa.

| 6ve at t ad Blsdvheare slpelisdobking very alert. With this being her second
winter, | have a good feeling about her ability to withstand whatever the weather holds in
store.

f






December 18, 2021

There was a bit of a break in the weather today at Frank L#keugdht that If | were to

leave right after our breakfast (which we always have late in the mc=i)nthen |

would catch the best part of the day for the weather. The temperature was to be&round

or so just after noon. And the wind was only aroundgl®. Another reason for going

early is that there was a wind advisory, for later in the afternoon, for the possibility of

wind velocity as high as 90 kph! I definitely
encouragement was that the temperature dvee to start dropping in the early afternoon.

So, | bundled up in my usual garb, and headed to Frank Lake.

I had just pulled up to park in front of the gate at Frank Lake around 12:30, when | saw a

vehicle coming up the access road. It stopped rightd&esy car. There were two

women. The driver asked me AAre you John Reashb
She said that her name is Kathryn. She made some very nice comments about my Alberta

Birds posts about Elsa and Sam, and | thanked her. She eeulldag | was just about to

wal k in and see Elsa, and she said ®hat she di
I said something I|Iike #dl understand. 06 Nice cha
second woman. They went on their way, and llittewise.

| was nearing the water/effluent pipeline, across the field, when a number of mallards

flew up. They had been gathered down by the inflow (or outflow, depending on your

point of view®)d the water is undoubtedly warmer there than it is downstrear&lsa

and the mallards have a spa that they can take
for Elsa alsé from the Highwood River. | took some photos as the mallards flew. They

were going toward El€ashe was lying down in her usual resting positim the north

tip of the island. The mallards looked like they were going to join some other mallards in

the wesb just off the ice. | think maybe there were around 25 or so mallards in the area,

because | spotted some southeast of the island also. 8dasla little company. |

looked carefully on and around the island, and in the water, but | saw no sign of Sam. So,
unfortunately, | would have to think that Greg

longer part of the sceri= .

Anyway, this isgetting much longer than | intended. Elsa looked well. She looked bright,

and relatively comfortable. She was moving aro
I was there. As | mentioned, Il 6m attaching a p
some other mall ards. | 6ve certainly taken many

never had a photo of them before where a pelican was included.



Comment

Here's a photo of Elsa on the island today. Sh




Decembéb219,

Yesterday, at Frank Lake, | took some i Phone s
often use my -aPdloemecamesr a, wisa@ethat | can remem
|l ookevden i f the i mages aren't aschsehdaropn easofwi t h
those shots. In the phosoapupugBl sesapbastassumeod haé
get as warm as possible. Even though she's res
around for any possif®elevdaedgdamre hi@to mioli e rs hsel icghu
jump down and fly very quickly.




December 19, 2021

Here'ssup phose of EIlsa, the overwintering peli
She's resting, she's trying to keep as warm as
her surroundings




December 22, 2021

‘< Elsa Repoi=

I 6 m pl epoxd tbad Elsh,ahe overwintering American White Pelican at Frank Lake,

is doing fine! When | first arrived at Frank Lake today, | saw Elsa lying down at the north

edge of the island shebds been using as a base.
for almost 360°. She can see if anything is on the piece of land to thé fnasttacross

some open water. She can view the small strip of open water to the northwest of her

with a large stretch of ice to the south, west, and northwest of the open wateshén

can scan the large expanse of open water off the entire east side of the island. She regu-

larly turns her head also so that she can look south over the length of the island. About

the only area that sheo6s nodwhaenalarddlike see i s di
to gathed | think there were about 25 of them there tailayimming and dabbling in

the water and walking or resting on the ice.

By comparison with recent weather, and certainly in contrast with the expected frigid
weather coming oveChristmas and several days beyond that, today it was quite balmy. |

half expected that Elsa might take a flight ar
times in the past month. Unfortunately, she di
watchng her today, and she stretched and flapped her wings. | was able to get a few pho-

tos of that session for you. |1 6ve attached one

background. Elsa seemed to be in good spirits today!




December 23, 2021

“El sa Repors Addendum

I noted a couple of items, which | havenodot yet
Lake yesterday. I spoke with a photographer na
positioned himself therne cgotttlat thhatcacwlmee pploott

He said that a few weeks ago he saw EIl sa make
and back to the open water by the island. | di
had just gotten bfack|l ga,0nm ntd Kiitnh gwags ogetst iong dal
to the pipeline for photos, so when | see him
photos of Elsa flying (or fishing). And | 61/ a
or two

The ot hadronigt enmme same | ine, is my encounter wit
photographer named Russ, as | was wal king back
seen Elsa catching fish. He wasnét sure that h
though. | easvwkoeud dhisnend nme some photos i f he fir
when/if | get them, I 61 1 post the photos if Ru
I keep |l ooking at the weather forecasts for Hi
theyol |l soamdhyow nmpagivee. | 6m not as tough as EI s
see her as often as | <can.

I picked out a few more photos from yesterday




Comment

Here's another photo of Elsa just after she ha

Comment

And here's another photo of Elsa, as she sett]l




December 25, 2021
Merry Christmas to all Alberta Birds Elsa watchers!

| appreciate the encouragement that so many of our members have provided for
Elsa to do well, anébr me to continue to give everyone news about her!

Since Nov. 20, |1 6ve been frequently droppi
an oddity, in that American White Pelicans are not supposed to be there right

now. The other pelicans that were at Fraaké in the summer and fall (approxi-

mately 700 of them!) have long since migrated. It has been evident that Elsa can

fly (much better than she could when she had her first overwintering experience

| ast winter!), but 1t gdlyetresner flying abilty she st i | |
in order to be able to fly long distances. So, she opted again to remain behind. We

all hope that her experiences last winter will enable her to make it through to

spring once mow@® when she will again be joined by other pelisan

Unt i | | can say that EIl sads overwinterin
port, as frequently as possi bl e, on EIl sa
food; that her feathers seem to be giving her sufficient warmth; and that her pro-

tective island base is still enabling her to evade predators

J
(OIS

| 6ve attached one of my photos from the fi
flew quite high and a considerable distanc
make sever al dallbegnhoftmach shortet heightaadydaration. It

could be that she was having a good look around on Nov. 20 in order to be sure

that the spot she chose is the best place for her to remain. She evidently decided

that Frank Lake is a reasonable place imcWwiio spend another winter. And what

she needs to do now is to eat, exercise, stay warm, rest, and remaindvigitdnt

wait for her friends to return.

| have not forgotten about Sam, the Doutilested Cormorant, that also had fly-

ing problems. He too remained at Frank Lake for a period of time. | felt very sad

when it seemed that he wasndét being seen
gotoseeElsd, search on and near the island. Bu
him.

a
t






December 28, 2021

= Elsa Repori=

I wal ked in to see Elsa, the overwintering pel
been there si ncaerading a visit &y thrde 6rifoar ddye But, with
the cold weather and Christmas, | delayed my next visit a bit.

Santa was good to me, in that | got a few cold weather items to help me in my treks into

Frank Lake. My old mitts with open fingers ar& @ the fall, but not in winter deep

freeze temperatures. | now have heavy knit mitts with open fingers, | also have some re-

ally heavy mitts for when the going is tougher. And | have a hand wartndrat 6 s act u -

ally too warm, even on the low settiid thinkl 6 m supposed to keep it in
of using it directly on my fingers. But, all | needed today were the woolen mitts, since it

was a AlB,avithrawiod chill of2 3 . That 6s stil |l col d, but it
welcome by Elsa, in comparisovith the record setting low on Boxing Day in High

Riverof-33.70 wi t h a wind chill that we probably dond
|l 6m showing firelieved smileyod faces above, bec

Elsa today. | figured that she would lstie OK, since she had to put up with severe win-

try conditions last year too. But, all the same, | was glad when | found her swimming be-

side the island today. She had some company: there were 18 or so mallards near her. Elsa

remained in the water all ofeéhtime | was there. She swam along the east side of the is-

l and. And then she swam toward the pipeline. |
dissuade her from getting any fish that might be coming into Frank Lake. Also, | assumed

that the warmer wat by the outflow would probably feel good, and | wanted her to be

able to enjoy it. After a few minutes, she turned around and swam back.

The photo that |1 6é6ve attached shows EIl sa swi mmi
glad that she decided to do thiaecause | was able to get some better photos than | had

up until then. Looking good, EISS!




December 31, 2021

The Wild Bird Store, in their January 2022 New
the overwintering Amearnikc atma kWeh i tTen eRe liinccd nu deetd a
that | took on Nov. 26. The Wil d Bird Store re
concerning EI sa, her predicament, and her envi
Wagner I took a Ip'hwd oatotfadted airtt itcd et, hiasmdpost.

Dr. Brian Keating confirmed after
talking with fellow Alberta naturalists
Chiris Fisher and Greg Wager, their
best guess as to how Elsa, an
American white pelican (hamed
after the main character in the
Disney movie “Frozen") was injured
and forced to remain at Frank Lake,
east of High River, is that she/he was
injured by a natural predator (like a coyote or eagle), a hunter's buckshof

or by hitting a power line.

Warm treated effluent from Cargill and the Town of High River keeps a
small section of the channel to the lake free from ice.

A population of introduced fish called Prussian carp (related to goldfish),
which are in huge numbers in the lake and always swarming around that

inflow pipe, have enabled Elsa to find food.

It has been confirmed that Elsa can sit on a rock beside the in-flow....and
when hungry, just lean over and scoop up the fish.

Photo of Elsa taken by John Reasbeck




Comment

Here's my original photo of EIlsa that was publ

My photo in the article shows her just trying
three days | ater on Nov. 29. She was wup and no
she has a wing problem, but shee'ssi tturaytiinogn.t o ma




January 1, 2022
% Finding Elses

Mostly, | stayed home from November 2020 to March 2021. | didn't feel comfortable go-
ing anywhere with Covid on the | oose. I hadnét

On March 19, | made guick trip to Frank Lake. The gate had just been unlocked that
day.lsawRingpi |  ed Gull s, California Gulls, and Can:
I didnét take many photos.

Two days later, | went to Frank Lake again. | noticed that someone hag pugign with

the title AABOUT THE PELI CAN. 0 An injured pel:i
there, because it couldndét fly well enough to
lying down on the south edge of the island. In the summer and fall, almbaundred

pelicans had often gathered on that island. | hoped that the pelican would get up so that |

could be assured that it was OK, but it stayed lying down. Two geese were standing be-

side it.

| took a picture of the geese and the pelican. That wafirshyphoto of the pelican that
we now know as EI sa. |l 6ve attached it to this

So, if 2022 is like 2021, then Elsa will have much better weather and a lot of company in
about 2 1/2 months. Hang in there, Elsa! You have a sizable cheering squadioi@th

lines! It won't be long until sprin§® &




Comment

Here's a photo of the sign that | saw posted a
21.

The American White Pelican has an
M injured wing and was unable to ¥
migrate in the fall. it is otherwise |
healthy and well-fed and has begun to
make short flights. Its health is being &
monitored and a rescue plan will be

activated if needed.

To report any concerns, email
FrankLakePelican@gmail.com

Comment

Notice thattitpheofritghhee pweilnigcan on the sign above
took a photo on Nov. 29 showing that Elsa al so
sometimes. | '"ve attached that photo.




January 2, 2022
?ElsaRepoﬁrﬂ

The Weather app on my iPhondasecasting colder temperatures in High River for the
next six days. That location is as close as | can get to what it will be like in Frank Lake.
Today the temperature was just below zero, but there was a very brisk wind. At one time
during the day it wet45 kph. When | was there today, it was around 16 kph.

After parking my car at the Frank Lake gate, | fixed my camera to my chest harness. Alt-
hough the sun had ducked behind a cloud, it seemed nice enough that | wondered whether
| needed my parka. | digled to wear it anyway and, later, | was very glad that | had it.

After | donned my additional gear, | was off through the pedestrian access and down the
road.

The sun was shining a little, but the temperature was starting to drop some. It was late in

the day, so | figured that Elsa (the overwintering American White Pelican, for those who

dondét read my posts regularly) would probably
thatés exactly where | found her. The only oth
lards. There was still open water going from the pipeline inflow to past the island. | took

some photos from different angles. Elsa was in what | think of as her warming and rest-

ing period. She always seems to have an eye out for possible danger tobappwaso

see Elsa looking well.

On my return walk, | was somewhat alarmed to see a Bald Eagle. The eagle flew in the
direction of the mallards and landed on the ice. Elsa must have had a good view of the ea-
gle, but | wondered whether the mallards knewas there.

|l 6ve attached one of my photos of Elsa. The fi
Elsa!




January 6, 2022

¥Elsa ®istory

The first time | went to Frank Lake -in 2021 wa
bill edCa@aldlas Geese, and an American White Pelic
odd sdphtdidgdt know that one was overwintering
Facebook. As a matter of fact, I hadnét posted
November.d Snomceedi thema to go out anywhere, | had]
except in our backyard. And | was contempl atin
so | jJjust decided to stop posting for a whil e.
The next time | went tei §nahkdLbkenwpesbadMan.
the pipeline outflow saying that a pelican was
injured and coul dndt migrate. |l | ater found ou
Lake, had posted tthiaadn si gnt hé paliidcanmren att h 2mn

the sign.

I sent a photo of the sign to my daughter, who
thought that it might be of interest to the CB
Homestretedd A&sgt | ttherCBC was indeed sufficien
they alerted Brian Keating, and he discussed t
Wagner . I n addition, he and his wife made a vi
story tweeetaiom on Apr. 12. In addition to being
the web on Apr. 13t tap s :t/h/ew v wo-kckbadivircnagl r.leidn/kb: r i a n

I n Briant®&Kewgti hgbseported that the pelican had
photos in that period, and | found that "the b
Apr. 6. He or she was spordttihmg 6 kkwurhp eadn at mai ptt
tubelrtcliendi cates that a pelican is an adult an
been calling EIlsa didndét have one of those. I

things had been paramdluinke i it &eirng@valriwetering

| 6attt ached a phot o, whi ch | took on Apr. 6 , s h
arrived to accompany her after her | ong winter
After that, not too many days passbkbwWe by until
many more birds of various species. The gull s
but there weirlel esdb mgulRlisngt oo. At that ti me, t her
t heElesa hadn't | acked company for some ti me!


https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2Fcalgary%2Fbrian-keating-injured-pelican-alberta-1.5985769%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3jcT-lhOXvfmX4TetAL3Hg-j8U4MO8IO_csxPtJ0OK3dq421RTtDixy2E&h=AT2EiidCyzMl7V_Etwluqy55HRwNWQLvtn7rAbSOZxmHrDh_XCskX4smYLBBZXN56oe06Qb39woBp3lBaSsMzEQz8SC7rMqcSnz0Gv7nW1N9qWKFXVE1Z9SgWBuVH8xO15RehkIsAkjZPGf656cN&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3aSOicDCoNn8a9mAvSrTrwcK99vL-Wtttt_eogZmYZvTcqUEjWGVaqJjY7B-D4VqLni1-IBWfw9K-19KgR7goTkHlfE9QPpkBapbF6oz883mqenO6SUEIaeVYMQ2d5j-0vY03gTGI3x1Gs-chs2YoVxBnAbPS_l0Y
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2Fcalgary%2Fbrian-keating-injured-pelican-alberta-1.5985769%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3jcT-lhOXvfmX4TetAL3Hg-j8U4MO8IO_csxPtJ0OK3dq421RTtDixy2E&h=AT2EiidCyzMl7V_Etwluqy55HRwNWQLvtn7rAbSOZxmHrDh_XCskX4smYLBBZXN56oe06Qb39woBp3lBaSsMzEQz8SC7rMqcSnz0Gv7nW1N9qWKFXVE1Z9SgWBuVH8xO15RehkIsAkjZPGf656cN&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3aSOicDCoNn8a9mAvSrTrwcK99vL-Wtttt_eogZmYZvTcqUEjWGVaqJjY7B-D4VqLni1-IBWfw9K-19KgR7goTkHlfE9QPpkBapbF6oz883mqenO6SUEIaeVYMQ2d5j-0vY03gTGI3x1Gs-chs2YoVxBnAbPS_l0Y




January 10, 2022

2 Elsa Repoi¥®

Yesterday (Sunday) afternoon, for alltbé time | was there, Elsa was hunkered down on
the north end of the island at Frank Lake. Elsa, of course, for those readers who might
have missed my previous posts, is an overwintering American White Pelican. She can fly
a bit, but not well enough to griate.

El sa seems to be doing fine. No doubt, she wil
about to get at Frank Lake. Maybe shedll be in
|l 6ve seen her fly on thogastnopwehighoofars vi sits, an

Elsa had seven ducks for company yesterday. There were three Common Goldeneyes and
four Mallards. The mallards kept their distance, but one of the goldeneyes came close
enough for some photdés 6 | | put one in the comments.




Comment

Here's a photo of one of the three male Common
Lake yesterday.




January 11, 2022

“Elsa Repori-

No doubt Elsa, the overwintering American White Pelican at Frank Lake, enjoyed the
warmer temperatures today. Whends there this afternoon, the temperature was 6.
However, the wind was quite severe. As | walked along the gravel road from the gate, |
could feel the wind blowing slightly behind me from the west. Another visitor was walk-
ing toward me, and he kept stopgimand then he walked backwards for a bit. We chatted
briefly. He looked quite windblown. When | arrived at the field path, | checked my
weather app; it indicated that the wind was 32 km/hr in High River

| was happy to find that some of the snow in fletelfhad either melted or been tromped
down by other visitors as they crossed the field toward the water pipeline. | was still
happy to have brought my walking poles, however. As | walked, | could see Elsa in the
distance, in her familiar position on therth point of the island. | went down to the shore
just across from her and took a few photos.

| thought that Elsa looked quite a bit more interested in what was going on in her domain

today. She often looked in the direction of three Common Goldenagegithat were in

the northwest diving and swimming. They were too far away to get any good pictures

though. From time to time, Elsa turned her head from one side to the other, as she always

does, to make sure that s hedasrosaftomheeonof her sur
the shore for about % of an hour. | thought that she looked quite good today. Her right

wing tip, which is the one that appears to have been injured before last winter, was tucked

nicely into her feathers.

| 6ve att achaed wahischhotl dovfe Elrsopped with some of t
Generally, I thought that Elsa didnét | ook nea
just keeping warm, eating, staying alert, and waiting this thing through. Maybe next time

I glbget mysélf together early enough in the day so that | can see what Elsa is up to in

the morning:




January 13, 2022
“ Elsa Repoi¥

| sawDonna Glawso's report today that she saw Elsa, the overwintering pelican, both
swimming and flying at Frank Lake this afternoon! She said that Elsa flew four or five
times! Unfortunately, she didn't take any photos, but she said that she did ldee.a v
She was apparently having difficulty posting it, however.

| have a photo of Elsa that | took on my visit two days ago that I'd like to share. | took a
second camera with a wide angle lens with me then, and one of my images shows Elsa
with three Comran Goldeneyes that were swimming and diving near her. | thought that

you might find it interesting.

I'll be going to see Elsa tomorrow. So, if she's not too tired out from her multiple flights
today, maybe I'll be able to bring you back some in flightqo



https://www.facebook.com/groups/318242134926755/user/640727822/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVrDC-q08TPXrfa9eQHxh9a9vXzU0qAZmEUwi0_NKdLnunZmSGNh751LvEhjNDTbhUvzZD7bJjCh0msuMLBOIkTA1TYC3hIjqCadOAFy9-0IaYCzWwVQWXNtTn-LDQw-kK02Wo1omUWb9lSeTjACdAD&__tn__=-%5dK-R

Comment

Here's another photo from my visit to see EI sa
flying. They went around the island and | anded
that they fl ew lpadldetneyreejneiam tEHhes aot her

Comment

El sa seems to be

I g at me in this photo.
what' s going on. I

in
ok this photo on Jan. 11




January 14, 2022
< Elsa Repoi=

Elsa, the overwintering pelican, was quite active at Frank Lake today! When | saw her
first, she was stretching and flapping her wings just off the point of land across from her
usual hunkering down spot on top of the iskarjdst downstream from the tredtefflu-
ent/water pipeline. | think that she was greeting the improved temperatures with a great
deal of enthusiasm.

Elsa made one short flight while | was there. She flew just above the water for the length

of the island. She Dbkiathlhgetting spenghm ait Atersheve any tr o
landed in the water, she made a leisurely swim back to where she had staréed from

across from the north tip of the island.

I noticed in some of my photos that Elsa has a large bare spot on the back of her neck.
sent photos to Greg Wagner, asking him if he thinks that the spot is anything to worry
about. Other than that, Elsa seemed to be in good health and spirits; she was just enjoying
the pause in the cold weather. | looked on the Weather Network fodayffdrecast for

High River. Except for one day, which will still not be too bad, they say that the mild
temperatures will likely continue until at least Jan. 28.

So, kee’p up your flying and swimming, Elsa! April, and your pelican friends, will be here
soorl &%




Comment

Here's another photo of Elsa swimming back to

Comment

Here's a photo of Elsa flapping her wings toda




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































