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Preface

This document is a compilation of all of the photos and initial  posts that
I made , using the member identifier O u b c poa the TrekLens website
from November 5, 2008 to May 15, 2010, and on the TrekNature website
from August 16 , 2008 to June 24,2011.

| posted sporadically on the two sites. Members were encouraged to

comment on each other ds pos nts ifthegplotosve | | as
were worthy in their view. |  t was a useful and enjoyable experience, for

the most part. However, not all aspects of the environment appealed to

me or most of the members . The member base has declined dramatically.

Oh, mo st me mheto ssniight still be there, but hardly any new

postings are being made.

Some members used to devote a huge amount of time to their postings

and comments. Although the time | spent was not very much, in

comparison to others, it was still considerable. We were only permitted to
post one photo per day ; but, in order to make substantial comments on

ot her s gthgseastiviges could easily take several hours a day.

| decided t hat | di dnot want to abandon a
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the years on TrekLens and TrekNature . Therefore, | used Microsoft Word

to make a document with photos on one page and the corresponding text

entries on the facingpages il used ofillerdé pages to ke
together . I made those decisions assuming that I might someday prin t

this document. | made a PDF file from the Word document. | generated a

table of contents in the front, so that i

page of interest.
John Reasbeck

Okotoks, Alberta
March, 2015

© John Reasbeck 20 15 12



© John Reasbeck 20 15

13



My TrekLens Posts
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The Stretch
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As my first TrekLens posting, permit me to introduce Hemi, one of

our two black cats. He is atwo  -year old polydactyl. Hemi has six

toes on both of his front paws -- just like his brother, Fitzi. We
obtained both kitties from a shelter in Westerly last year. Hemiis a
very athletic cat, and needs to stretch out from time to time. | took

this shot last year, as Hemi stretched against a wall downstairs.

Posted on 2008 -11-05.
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Portrait of Fitzi
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After posting my first TL photo, of Hemi stretching, | went through

all of my archives of photos of his brother, Fitzi. | found a couple of
possible photos, but nothing that | thought is of the same appeal as
Hemi's shot. So, | decided to take a portrait o f Fitzi this morning. |
wanted to use natural light, so that | wouldn't do anything to the
color of his lovely eyes. As it turned out, the best shot | took only
shows one of his eyes clearly. Since my shooting position was over
near the window, and since F itzi had climbed up on the cat tree to
look out the window, my portrait became more of a profile. But, |
think that it still shows Fitzi's features and fur very nicely. | used

ISO 800 on this one, which is no challenge at all for the D300. Since
my 105mm h as VR, my shutter speed of 1/100 seemed adequate.

So, Fitzi can relax. His brother is not the only kitty in the house that

has been given special attention on TL.

I hope that you enjoy this Portrait of Fitzi, one of our two very
special kitties. Posted on 2008 -11-07.
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I took this shot of a dragonfly, in front of our house in Mystic,

Connecticut, in September. | spotted it perched on a Canterbury

Bells stalk, up against our large rock outcropping. It is difficult to

know for sure, but  the species is probably a Ruby Meadowhawk

(Sympetrum rubicundulum). Although, it®&s
be a Cherry -faced Meadowhawk & the differences between them are

very subtle. Since females of both species are beige, this dragonfly

is a male.

The dragonfly looks like he has found something tasty in the top
pod of the Canterbury Bells bush. Since dragonflies eat insects, |
expect that he found a few such snacks in there. Perhaps, this is
the dragonfly equivalent of airport dining, rather than in -fli ght

meals, as is usually the case. :)

| took the photo with ISO set to 100, and shutter speed set to

1/400. My DOF was quite shallow with my aperture adjusted to

f/4. In PP, | sharpened (in PS Elements), reduced the noise (using

Neat Image),andcropped t o a 3: 2 aspect ratio. I di di
disturb any of the colors or details, so | left the BG alone. Posted

on 2008 -11-08.
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Ruby -throated Hummingbird
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| took this shot of a female Ruby  -throated hummingbird, coming

to a feeder, three years ago. | have ot  her photos showing wings

that have been stopped perfectly. But, | like this photo because it

has a sense of wing movement. The humming
have been stopped well. The claws, ready to land on the perch of

the feeder, are quite interesting. My photo really should have had a

blue background. But, my skills in PS Elements, and the capabilities

of the product can only take me so far. |
on this one, so any wizards out there can feel free to work their

magic.

The hummingbir ds have left us for warmer weather this year, of

course. We generally see them from the end of May until the end

of August. The only species that have ever visited us in Mystic, CT

is the Ruby -throated Hummingbird or Archilochus colubris. The

males are the ones with the bright scarlet throat. The females have

no such coloring. However, they are very beautiful in their own

right. You can get some idea as to their plumage when they are at

a feeder, but you candt really tell just
see them in a photo. | used a 70  -300mm zoom on my Nikon D70,

with an SB -800 external flash. The tripod | used was a Slik AMT. |

rely on the flash to stop the wings. Therefore, | can shoot at ISO
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100, and still get good images, even when hummingbirds are in

shaded area.

| found useful information on Ruby -throated hummingbirds at the

following URLSs:

http://www.hummingbirds.net/rubythroated.html

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruby -throated Hummingbird

http://animals.nationalgeographic. com/animals/birds/ruby -

throat -hummingbird.html

http://www.wvu.edu/~agexten/wildlife/hummer.htm
Posted on 2008 -11-10.
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Red Fox Filler Photo

This photo was never posted on  TrekLens, but | needed to have
something occupying the right page, since the previous post went beyond

a page. This fox appeared in our backyard on Feb. 23, 2012 . | captured
him/her going under our fence.
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My wife and | had just visited the New England Aquarium and
IMAX theater in Boston, and were on our way home to Mystic,
Connecticut. We were at the Aquarium stop on the MBTA Blue Line.
What does a TL member do, while waiting for a train? Why, take a
photo, of course! Af ter we were home, the challenge | presented to
myself, as | did PP on this shot, was to see if | could crop with four
diagonal lines into the four corners. | managed to do that, even
though | cheated a bit on the bottom left corner. | enhanced the
colors a little, tweaked the contrast, increased the brightness,
reduced the noise and sharpened a little. All of the PP was done in
PS Elements. The Image Stabilization in my Canon A650 IS seems
like it worked well (or my hands were incredibly steady), since |

to ok this shot at 1/40 sec. My ISO was 400, and my aperture was
f2.8. Posted on 2008 -11-17.
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I was at the Mystic Aquarium yesterday af

there many times over the years, but itds
beentaking pi ct ures at that facility. Mostl vy,
photographic opportunities are outside the aquarium building ol

havendt yet mastered the art of taking pi
tanks. There are Beluga Whales, Penguins and Sea Lions outside.

Many of the animals seem to enjoy watching the people, as much

as the visitors like seeing them. The Sea Lions, in particular, are

always a lot of fun to see. They frequently make me smile with

their game playing.

The aquarium has guides at all of their exhi bits. The person who

was in attendance at the Sea Lions enclosure gave me a big smile

(@)}
—+
=~

as | arrived to take pictures. I di dn
spend there, because my hands were already starting to get cold.

Nevertheless, | started taking some  shots of a young Sea Lion. The

guide, who must have been very cold indeed, to have been just

standing around out there, told me about Astro, a two -year old

Stellar Sea Lion. He was chasing a ball around their pool, and was

having quite a good time. After | had taken some pictures, | turned

to the guide and asked if | could take her picture. She said that

would be OK, and gave me a big smile. | took several shots. |
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thanked her for the extra photo op and for the information that

she had provided.

As | was doing PP on my shots from the aquarium, | thought that |

must print a photo of my guide and give it to her. Then, this

morning, | noticed on TL that some members were posting photos

about o0Smileso6. | found out that there is
thatsubj ect. As a relatively new TL member,
attention to the themes. But, this one seemed to be calling my

name. | went to the aquarium today, and showed the photo | had

taken to one of the guides. | asked her if she could tell me if the

guide i n my picture was working today. She said that she was in

the Penguins area, and that her name is Nicole. | looked her up and

gave her the picture. Nicole was quite surprised; again, she flashed

a big smile. | asked her if she would mind if | posted her pic ture

on TL, especially, since the theme for to
and her picture certainly qualifies. She said that she would like

that. Posted on 2008-11-17.
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Seagull and Sunset Filler Photo

| went to Steveston, B.C., in Sept., 2011. | was visiting two
photographer friends, who showed me the sights of the area.
One evening, | walked to one of the docks, and stayed for

this beautiful sunset. An obliging seagull remained perched

on a post, while | framed my shot.
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| ve al ways thought that the Thomas Jef fe
Washington, D.C., is a very attractive structure. It has most
assuredly already been on many stamps in the U.S. | thought that

n

it deserved to be on a stamp in our theme, "Stamps of the world".

In order to prepare this stamp, | used the link to the Framer

software provided by Robert Calve (perryhooter).

From the Wikipedia link:

(http:// _en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jefferson_Memorial )

0The Thomas Jefferson Memorial is a presi
Washington, D.C. that is dedicated to Thomas Jefferson, an

American Founding Father and the third president of the United

States. The neoclassical build ing was designed by John Russell

Pope. It was built by Philadelphia contractor John McShain.

Construction began in 1939, the building was completed in 1942,

and the bronze statue of Jefferson was ad

Many interesting and insightful quotes by Thomas Jefferson can be
found at:

http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Thomas_Jefferson/31

Posted on 2008 -11-23.
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This is a shot of Baranoff, one of the Northern Fur Seals at
the Mystic Aquarium. He's been drying his fur on a rock. |

thought he had a very satisfied look on his face.

As explained in

http://www.sfgate.com/getoutside/pinnipeds.html , there are

eared seals and earless seals. The latter are the true seals.
The former are really sea lions. Just to make things
confusing,the North er n Fur Seal has ears; there

really a sea lion.

In the same exhibit that shows the Northern Fur Seals, there

are Stellar Sea Lions and a Harbor Seal. Stellar Sea Lions are
quite a bit larger than Northern Fur Seals. A male Stellar Sea
Lion coul d grow to be more than 2,000 pounds, or more than
three times as large as a male Northern Fur Seal. The Harbor
Seal is the smallest member of the exhibit group. Posted on
2008 -11-24.
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An American Robin (Turdus migratorius) visited our new
Canadian home in Okotoks, Alberta, four days ago. It was the
first robin we have seen here. In Mystic, Connecticut, where
we lived for 12 years, we had become used to seeing robins
much earlier in the year. In fact, | was never really sure that

they alway s left the area in the winter.

The one in my photo is clearly a male. They have a vivid

reddish -orange breast; while the females are more of a dull

reddish -brown in that area. This one is truly a standout

speci men. He di dndt stay dwgaetand | ong,

few shots of him on our back fence.

On the PP | did, | cropped fairly closely, because the house

windows behind the robin weren't adding anything to the

photo. Qur fence slopes down, so there
could do about that aspect. I di  d tilt the shot a few degrees,

so that the house siding behind the robin would be level. The

robin still appeared to be perching normally. | had set my

camera to I SO 800, which doesndot produ
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my D300. However, since | noticed a little, | u sed Neat Image

to eliminate i1t.

Except for a

any other tools because the colors seemed to be good.

So, even though

we could stil

spring, this robin is definitely an encouraging sign that

warmer weather will soon be here.

© John Reasbeck 20 15
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Flicker and Finch Filler Photo
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Later in this book, there's a photo of the above House Finch, by

himself. | posted that one in TrekLens. The above shot shows a

thir sty Northern Flicker, which  visited the heated water dish in

our backyard, while the finch was sleeping.
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Cellphone Camera Theme Shot
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As | was returning to my car, about a week ago, | was surprised to

find the car in this photo near mine. The advertising on the side of

the vehicle looked quite humorous. I didn't have any of my

cameras with me, but | did have my cellphone -- a Samsung U540.
Its resolution is only 1.3 MP, so | don't take a lot of shots with it.

But, in this case, it permitted me to record an amusing memory.

The only PP I did was to tweak the brightness and contrast a bit,

crop it landscape, and sharpen it.
I would never have thought to post it on TL, were it not for this

week's theme. It seemed like a fun shot, captured with the

requisite cellphone tool.  Posted on 2009 -04-23.
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This photo shows a female House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus)

perched on top of our feeder. When | manage to catch a bird in

that location, | can usually get quite a clear photo, since the feeder

is close to our house. Unfortunately, there is a fence behind the

feeder that doesndt add much to the attra
course, | can always minimize my DOF to blur the background, but

then focusing becomes more critical. I do

the time | would Iike when I dm taking phot

In this case, | decided to experiment a little with my PP. | wanted to

see what | could do with the Filter/Render/Lighting Effects tools in

PhotoShop Elements. | tried a few of them, and eventuall y settled

on using an elliptical spotlight at 2 O0O06c
finch was angled in that direction, | could illuminate her head

nicely, and still have decent light for the length of her body. At the

same time, | improved the background, by wiping out some

undesirable portions. | sharpened the shot a bit and adjusted the

brightness and contrast al so. I wasndt go
but | saw some posted shots with frames that looked very tasteful.

So, | tried my hand at doing that using Paint Shop Pro. | created a

double frame by using the border function twice. | colored the

frames by using colors from the shot itself in order to try to make
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everything blend nicely. When | was all finished, | resized to 800

pixels.

Perhaps, Imessedar ound t oo much. But , t o me, t hat
things that | have looked to TL for 0 to give me the inspiration to

try different things 8 to think about making pictures, not just

shapping photos. | hope that | have succeeded somewhat with

t odayds s ulmanysasei lam now more familiar with some

of the tools in my Rostadgn 20@01-04-85%ar kr oom. 6
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Bald Eagle Filler Photo

We went to the Alberta Birds of Prey Nature Centre in August, 2010
It's in southern Alberta, east of Lethbridge. This ce ntre has taken in,
nursed back to health, and released back to the wild, over 10,000

injured birds of prey over the years. This Bald Eagle was monitoring

our activity.

© John Reasbeck 20 15
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This photo shows a male House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus)
perched on an evergreen branch. He is in front of a window, which

is in a neighbor's house. The early morning light illuminated the

bird nicely and left the shaded window dark. | cropped around the

bird with PhotoShop Elements, so that no part o f the window
frame would be seen. Thus, the appearance is that of a uniformly

dark background and a lighted foreground. | used Neat Image to
remove noise, with a little sharpening afterward. | used Paint Shop

Pro to add the two borders, and PhotoShop Eleme nts to color them
and to resize. Posted on 2009 -04-26.
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Cultural Architecture - Altos de Chavon
|— :
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This photo shows the Church of St. Stanislaus at Los Altos de
Chavon in the Dominican Republic. The church was one of the
buildings created as part of the recreation of a medieval artists'
village in Italy. My wife and | visited this village when our cruise
ship, Celebrity Constellation, docked near Casa de Campo in the
Dominican Republic in Feb./2005. When | became aware of the
theme for this week, | immedi  ately thought of our tour of this

fantastic location, and the photos that | took.

I have pasted below some information about the church that |

found at: www.planetware.com/la __-romana/altos -de-chavon -church -

of -st-stanislaus -dom -ro -stan.htm :

The Church of St Stanislaus at the center of the Altos de Chavén
was named after the patron saint of Poland in tribute to Pope John
Paul I, who visited the island in 1979 and left some of the saint's

ashes behind.

At the following site, | found a description of the village, which |
have quoted below:

www.losmejor esdestinos.com/destinos/republica_dominicana/alto

s _de chavon en.htm :

© John Reasbeck 20 15
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THE VILLAGE ALTOS DE CHAVON

In 1976, on a verdant plateau 100 miles east of Santo Domingo
(the historic capital of the Domnican Republic) an extraordinary

cultural undertaking began to unfold.

Dominican stonecutters, woodworkers, and iron -smiths combined
their crafts to create the rich architectural landscape that would
emerge as Altos de Chavon. Today this vibrant cultural village
perched high above the Chavon River embodies half a mi llennium

of the island's finest tradition of crafts and art.

Below, | have included more village information that | found at:

www.casadecampo.com.do/?p=index_altos de chavon

Altos de Chavon, is an architectural wonder, a 16th century replica
of a Mediterranean village perched high above the Chavon River.
The village was designed by Dominican architect Jose Antonio
Caro, and created by Italian master designer and cinematographer
Roberto Coppa. Dominican artisans handcrafted the stone

pathways, decorative ironwork, furniture and enchanting

© John Reasbeck 20 15
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buildings, reviving almost forgotten crafts of metal work and stone
carving. Under Coppa’s direction, each stone was hand cut, each
wooden door fram e was handcrafted and each wrought  -iron detalil
hand -forged. Construction of the village began in 1976 and the

village was inaugurated in 1982 with the concert of Frank Sinatra

at the amphitheater.

I only had my little 5SMP Sony DSC  -W1 camera with me on th s trip.
I took this shot with the lens adjusted to maximum wide angle at
7.9mm (or 38mm effective, related to 35mm format). | was using

ISO 100, with a high shutter speed of 1/500 sec and aperture of

f5.6. Due to the wide angle, my DOF was not too bad. | took the
shot of the church from behind a pillar, in order to display a close

up of some of the architectural features and to provide some
additional depth. | adjusted a bit for colors, contrast and

brightness, and sharpened a little. | included the two to urists on
the right in order to enable me to provide a reasonable aspect ratio
for the photo 0 besides, | thought that they added some of the
feeling of the visit.  Posted on 2009 -04-30.
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Yesterday, on Mother's Day, | and some family members gathered
for brunch at a restaurant near Mossleigh, in southern Alberta. |

took pictures, of course. When | had finished with family photos, |
wandered around the nursery that is attached to the restaurant, to

see what | could find. | spotted an in sect hovering, then it landed
on a pretty red and yellow flower. | took a photo using the macro
setting on my Canon A650 IS. | have since identified the insect as a
hoverfly. In PP, | cropped the flower closely to the fly, in order to
highlight its feature  s. | did selective despeckling and blurring of
sections of each petal, using the lasso tool in PS Elements for area
selection.

In Wikipedia, | found the following information about the hoverfly:

Flies in the family Syrphidae are commonly known as hoverflie S,
flower flies, or syrphid flies.

As their common names suggest, they are often seen hovering or
nectaring at flowers; the adults of many species feed mainly on

nectar and pollen, while the larvae (maggots) eat a wide range of
foods. In some species, the larvae are saprotrophs, eating decaying
plant and animal matter in the soil or in ponds and streams. In

other species, the larvae are insectivores and prey on aphids,

thrips, and other plant  -sucking insects.
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About 6,000 species in 200 genera have been des  cribed. Hoverflies
are common throughout the world and can be found on every
continent except Antarctica. Hoverflies are harmless to most other

animals despite their mimicry of the black and yellow stripes of

wasps, which serves to ward off predators. Posted on 2009 -04-30.
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Sora Filler Photo

| took this shot at Frank Lake in July, 2014. Greg Wagner, of High River,
had told me earlier that afternoon where | could expect to see some of
these elusive birds. They were crossing the path to the observation blind

to get from one feeding areatothe o ther.
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The Goldfinches Have Arrived!
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American Goldfinches arrived in our yard this morning for the first time
this spring. They are amazingly colorful little birds! At one time, there
were four males vying for spots on our four -perch feeder, which was

already being occupied on two perches by House Finches. The larger

finches didndét seem too inclined to share
prevailed, and they had the feeder all to
yet what we consider to be a proper goldfi nch feeder, a tube that

dispenses Nyjer® seed (a.k.a. niger or nyger seed). Nevertheless, the
goldfinches seemed to be content with the hulled sunflower seeds in our

current container.

| took several shots of the goldfinches at the feeder. | hoped that th ey

would perch in one of our trees; or, at least, go to the hook on top of our

feeder . But, that wasndt to be today. Of
posted is the best. | did a little PP in order to remove the noise (there

real |l y was ndtfirsnplacehAnd, hsharpered a little and

cropped my photo in order to present a close -up of one of the

gol dfi nches. |l &m al ways attracted to shot

folded, as well as their heads turned to look in my direction.

The paragraph below appears in

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Goldfinch
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Goldfinch

The American Goldfinch (Carduelis tristis), also known as the Eastern
Goldfinch and Wild Canary, is a North American bird in the finch family.
It is migratory, ranging from southern Canada to North Carolina during

the breeding season, and from just south of the Canadian border to

Mexico during the winter.

It is relatively easy to obtain much information about goldfinche s, but

|l 6ve provided a few of the better | inks |

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/quide/American_Goldfinch/id

http://www.care2.com/c2c/groups/disc.html?gpp=83&pst=1021923

http://talkaboutwildlife.ca/profile/?s=345

http://www.nh _ ptv.org/NATUREWORKS/goldfinch.htm
Posted on 2009 -05-23.
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Sailboat and Clouds Filler Photo

In September, 2010, | went on an ANPAT (Annual Nikonian s Photographic

Adventure Trip) at the Olympic National Park, in Washington state. There
were 24 Nikonian s (a Nikon camera owners group) members who took
advantage of this trip. We explored various parts of the Olympic National

Park.
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Get Out of Here!

© John Reasbeck 20 15

(Emotion Theme)

59



I was walking around in a local wetlands area yesterday in the late
afternoon. | heard piercing cries coming from the water's edge on

one side of a pond. As | got closer, the cries became louder, and
seemingly, more insistent. There was a small bird standing there
looking at me, just staring me down. | recognized it later as a

Killdeer. It was making loud "kill -dee, kill -dee” calls. | was able to
get quite close to the bird, and managed to get a good shot of it,

with its beak fully open sh  rieking at me. | thought to myself, when
| saw what the theme is for this week, here's a bird that was

certainly showing emotion! Posted on 2009 -06-04.
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A theme for cats was created recently. It was suggested that a cat

from each breed would be a good idea. Therefore, | thought that

perhaps a photo of my motherds Ragdoll <ca
acceptable addition. Hélthmktmaohts a pur e Ragd

mother is though.

Andy is about three years old, and is still qui te a kitten at heart. He
gets into everything. He does seem to be quite amenable to having

his picture taken, however. The one | have posted shows Andy

with a cushion that | had just placed behind him to give my photo

a bit more color. Andy never moved, as | arranged the cushion. His
eyes are soft blue with medium blue centers, just as | have shown

in the picture. Ragdoll cats are supposed to be somewhat laid

back, and make good inside cats. However, for the most part, the
placid gene doesn't appearto be p  resentin Andy -- aside from
short posing sessions. Just after | took this photo, Andy tackled

my mot her ds ol diske's a Toakinese, Mielievee. Posted
on 2009 -06-07.
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We are regularly visited by House Finches, since we installed
feeders in our backyard. This one perched on our deck railing

prior to going to the feeder. The adult males that we see typically
have either red or orange heads. They also have a piece at the top

of their tail that matches their head coloring.

In the PP, | cleaned up the deck railing a little using the spot and
healing brushes in PS Elements. | also cleaned up the top of the
shot because the BG wasn't as pleasant as | wanted. | sharpened a
little also. Posted on 2009 -07-15.
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When | visit Frank Lake, Alberta, there are often one or two gophers near
where cars are parked. Actually, | believe that their correct name is
Richardson's Ground Squirrels or Spermophilus richardsonii. | think that

they are not really true gophers, but p eople call them that anyway.

On Aug. 20, as | was returning to my car, one of the rodents was nearby. |
removed the lens cap from my camera, and he stood up, with his paws
hanging down. | could see that he was nibbling on some of the grass. |

took a few s hots. After | got home, | discovered that the exposures were
terrible. The grass around the gopher was a much lighter green colour

than it had been. The gopher was too light also. It's a wonder that the

image was in focus too, because | had my zoom extende d to 300mm
(450mm effective) and the shutter speed was 1/160 sec. Either | was
holding my camera really steady or the VR worked wonders -- maybe,
both. The gopher looked so cute though, with a piece of grass hanging

out of his mouth. | decided that | would try to save the shot by using the
Hue/Saturation, Color Balance and Brightness/Contrast adjustments in

CS4. | did a little Smart Sharpening too. | cropped the image so that the
gopher with his piece of grass would stand out better. I'll post my

original s hot to the Workshop, subject to upload constraints, so that
anyone who is so inclined can try their hand at adjustments. Posted on
2009 -08-29.
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Explorer of the Seas Visits New London
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On Sept. 15/07, | was up at 5am so that | could go down to Shore
Ave. in Groton, Connecticut, and welcome the Explorer of the Seas
to New London (Groton is just across the river from New London).
That vessel is one of the cruise ships that docked at New London's
State Pier in 2007. My photo shows the grand ship coming i nto the
city via the Thames River. It was still fairly dark when the ship
arrived, all lit up brightly -- it was quite a sight, indeed! | struggled
with getting the exposure right. Unfortunately, | only had my
monopod with me, instead of my tripod, but I m anaged to get a
few good shots. | was using ISO 200 at the time | took this shot,
although I later switched to 1600. With the ship going away from

me, and with the monopod helping to steady my shot, | was able to

use a fairly low shutter speed.

Explorer o f the Seas, by the way, is a 138,000 ton ship, and is
1,020 feet long. It can accommodate 3,114 passengers. The
Connecticut Cruise Ship Task Force has been trying to interest
Royal Caribbean, Holland America, Princess Cruise Lines and other
cruise lines to book ports at New London. They have pointed out
that ships, even as large as Royal Caribbean's Explorer of the Seas,
can dock right in New London, rather than having to dock outside

the harbour, as they have to do at some other eastern US ports.
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Except fo r 2009, the task force has been very successful. When the
economy improves, no doubt New London port calls will again be

included in some of the major cruise lines' itineraries.

When I lived in Connecticut, | took some photos of the cruise ships
that visi ted New London. | passed them along to George Cassidy,
the Executive Director of the task force. If you go to the following
URL, you can see one of my shots on the task force site:

http:// members.tripod.com/uss_oxford/ TASKFORCE.html . You

can also read about some of the other cruise ships that have
docked in New London. Posted on 2009 -09-09.
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Mute Swan Filler Photo

This photo has a special place in my archives. | took it with my
first dig ital camera, a Canon PowerShot S110. The location was

along the Mystic River, in Mystic, CT.
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| attended the Masters Tournament at Calgary's Spruce Meadows facility
on Sept. 12. Primarily, | was there to photograph the show jumping.
World -class riders come to Spruce Meadows from many countries to
compete. Following the team event, which was won by the team
representing the Netherlands, my wife and | decided to watch the
performers on one of the outdoor stages. A dance troupe called the
Zabava Russian Folk Dance Group was just about to perform. | had never
seen them before, and | know nothing about Russian folk dancing, but |
thought that they were magnificent. | took a few photos, but | didn't

expect much in the way of quality shots. The stage was fairly dark; | set
my ISO to 1600 and hoped for the best. | did a little PP in order to

present the colours the way | remember them. The photo | have posted is

my favourite one of the set. This beautiful lady appeared in several of th e
dances they performed. She, and all of the performers in her group,
seemed to have a very magical stage presence. Their dances were quite
amazing. | didn't realize how intricate their costumes were until | studied
my photos. | look forward to the time wh en | can see Zabava dance again.
Posted on 2009 -09-13.
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CN Grand Prix at Spruce Meadows
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Calgary's Spruce Meadows Masters Tournament was held this year on
Sept. 9-13. The final day featured the CN International Grand Prix event,

with $1,000,000 in prizes. Horses and riders from 17 countries

participated. Former Olympic champions and world cham pions competed

for the top spot. A crowd of 73,736 saw McLain Ward, from the U.S.,
riding Sapphire, defeat Eric Lamaze, from Canada, riding Hickstead. The
competition came down to a jump off, since neither rider had
accumulated any faults during the first two rounds. Both Ward and
Lamaze handled the jump off clean as well, but Ward was 2/100 sec.

faster than Lamaze.

| was only going to present a photo of the winner. But, | thought that it's
only fitting, with the closeness of the match, that | make a coll age
showing both competitors (Ward on the left, and Lamaze on the right)
going over the second last barrier in the jump off round. That fence was

the best one from my vantage point.

| took both of the shots at ISO 800, f/10, and 1/1000 sec. My lens was at
75mm (112mm effective) for the left shot and 85mm (127mm effective)
for the right shot. | made the collage in Picasa 3, and did the colour
balancing and resizing in CS4. Posted on 2009 -09-14.

© John Reasbeck 20 15

74



A Photographer - People at Work
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On Aug. 9, | attended a sh ow jumping competition at Twin Oaks in
Richmond, BC. The weather was a bit overcast, but the event was
enjoyable. After the competition, | spotted a professional photographer
carrying all of his gear across the arena. | sometimes consider taking a
monopod with me to an event, but mostly | just hand hold shots. As for
my camera equipment, usually | only have my Nikon D300 and one lens
typically, my 70 -300 VR. For wide angle shots, | use my Canon A650,
which | carry on my belt. | have a considerably lighte r load than the

fellow in my photo. But then, my results probably don't compare with his

either. He is a person who was definitely at work. Posted on 2009 -09-18.
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Intense Fall Colors in Connecticut
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This is my posting for this week's "Intense Colors" theme. | live in
western Canada now, so | don't see the intense autumn colours
that | was privileged to view when | lived in Connecticut. The

photo that | have chosen shows a glimpse of the trees at Beebe
Pond in southeastern Connecticut. That smal | body of water is
located just off Long Island Sound, between the villages of Noank
and Mystic. | took this photo last year in October. The shot

contains quite a variety of trees and shrubbery. Maple, Sumac, Ash
and Cedar are included, together with many other species. The
colours were quite intense right out of my camera. However, |
enhanced them a little more with selective colour adjustments in
PP. | did colour balancing and brightness/contrast adjustments as
well. Posted on 2009 -10-15.
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Glistening Wate r at Gilbert's Beach
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This photo shows a view from Gilbert's Beach, which is just east of
Steveston, BC in Canada. The body of water is the Fraser River. It flows
into Georgia Strait, then to the Pacific Ocean. It was in the early evening,

and the settin g sun was causing the light to dance on the water.

In PP, I increased blue a bit, as well as the contrast. | used Curves to even

and enhance the light somewhat. | applied Vibrance a bit too, for a

further enhancement. My final adjustment before resizing was to apply a
Warming Filter at 20%. Posted on 2009 -11-27.
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Sleeping House Finch
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It can be very cold in Alberta. My wife bought a heated dog's dish

to use as a bird bath/water dish in the winter. Even when it's cold,
there are sparrows and finches in our backyard. We provide hulled
sunflower seeds and Nyjer seeds, as well as suet and peanuts for
our bird friends. The heated dish was an instant hit when the
temperature got below freezing -- you can see a little snow on the
rocks in the backgr ound in this photo. After getting a little food

(you can still see some on his beak), one of the finches came to the
dish to have a drink. It was so warm in the dish that the bird

decided to have a little nap on a rock. | managed to get a shot

before he wo ke up.

In PP | added some contrast and selectively enhanced the colours a
little.

A Merlin visited our yard that day. Hopefully, the finch wasn't
sleeping then! Posted on 2009 -12-04.
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The Effect of Time

-- Winter & Summer
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For this week's theme, |  selected two shots that show the effect of almost
17 months on our former home in Mystic, CT. | took the top photo in
early March/2003, and the bottom one at the end of July/2004. Winter

was normally not too severe in Mystic -- especially, if you compare i twith

the weather in our current location in Okotoks, Alberta, Canada.
Sometimes, we didn't have much snow at all in Mystic in March. However,
in 2003, we were continuing to have real winter. July was beautiful in

2004, as it was in the previous year.

I'm sure that TL members who have joined more than a few months ago
would probably be able to handle the PP for this photo. However, for

those who may be unsure, | did the following: 1) cropped each of the

shots so that they had the same aspect ratio (in thi s case, 2:3), 2) gave
both shots the same density or dots per inch (I used 180 dpi) and number

of pixels wide (in this case, 1600), 3) opened PhotoShop with the top

image, 4) adjusted the canvas size so that it was twice as high while

placing the shotint he upper left corner, 5) opened the second image and
copied it to the Windows clipboard, 6) pasted the clipboard image onto

the canvas containing the first image -- repositioned to the bottom half of
the canvas, 7) saved the new combined image so that | co uld go back if |
needed to, 8) used the text tool to identify the shots with "March/2003"

and "July/2004" in the bottom right corners, 9) changed the image size to
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800 pixels high with the file size at maximum quality, 10) used the
sharpen tool to make the  combined image a bit sharper, and 11) saved
the image again with the quality adjusted so that the file size was less
than 300 KB. Posted on 2010 -01-21.
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Mule Deer Buck Filler Photo

Mule De er visit the backyards of our neighbourhood almost every week ;
theydre found in many other comfhsyoungi es i n

buck came by in February, 2014.
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Great Blue Herons' Fishing Competition
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When | was in Richmond, BC, in August/09, | saw eight Great Blue Herons
fishing near a ferry  terminal. They were standing in the water about 30

100 feet from the shore. Only a few of the herons were catching fish. The
fish they did catch were quite small. Suddenly, one of the herons speared

a large Bullhead fish. Instead of gulping it down as the others had done
with their smaller catches, the heron walked past all of the other birds to

the shore. As soon as it put the fish down, another heron challenged it. |

kept taking photos. The successful bird decided that it did not wish to
compete with the other one, and flew off. In the photo, the challenger is

the one on the left. The fish is off to the lower right of the photo. Note

the seagulls on the left, ready to take anything that they might be able to

get away with. When | examined my photos, | noti ced that both of the
herons had been injured in many areas of their bodies -- presumably, in
other fish fights. This competition for fish seemed to be a reasonable fit

for this week's theme.  Posted on 2010-02-18.
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Canada Geese over Bow River

© John Reasbeck 20 15 89



Yesterday, on Mar. 1, | visited the Inglewood Bird Sanctuary in Calgary,
Alberta. There's a spot at the end of one of the trails, which provides an

excellent view of the Bow River. There were Mallards and Seagulls

standing on many of the large pieces of ice that have not yet been broken

up. Goldeneyes let themselves be taken by the current down the river,
where they dove under the edge of the ice to find some food. Then, they
flew back up the river. The sky was quite blue, with only a trace of light

clouds. Itwas ind eed a lovely afternoon.

While | was taking in all of the activity on the river, two Canada Geese

flew overhead. The photo | have posted is the first one | took of them. It
shows the lead goose poised to make a "power stroke", and the one

behind ready to e xercise a "recovery stroke". | was using 1ISO 800, and had
to deal with a little noise. | used Neat Image to do noise reduction, and

CS4 to crop and slightly sharpen (carefully). | increased the contrast a bit
and reduced the brightness just a touch, so tha t | could bring out the
birds a little and maintain the subtle clouds in the blue sky. Posted on
2010 -03-02.
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Canada Goose Landing on Bow River
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Yesterday, | was at the Inglewood Bird Sanctuary in Calgary. Most of the
shots | took were from the end of on e of the trails, where there's a good
view of the Bow River. As you can see, there's still ice and snow there.
Although, while | was there, several large pieces of ice broke off and were
carried down the river. The shot I've posted shows a Canada Goose
coming in for a landing near a Mallard. Throughout the several hours |

was there, ducks and geese either landed on the ice or flew off to

different locations  -- typically, somewhere else along the river. Many of

the birds were in the water, although most were on the ice.

In PP, | had to crop some of the top of the shot, so | balanced the top
portion with the bottom. | applied a little brightness and contrast, and
used the Gamma Correction. | also did a little Smart Sharpen. Obviously, |
could have cropped the  Mallard, but | thought that he added a little

reference and balance. Posted on 2010 -03-06.
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Kitty Basket Not Required
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Sometimes, | need to post a fun shot. This is Andy. He's my mother's cat.

| took this photo about 2 1/2 years ago, when | was visiting her. Andy
doesn't necessarily curl up in places where you might expect him to do

that. In this case, my mother found him in her bathroom sink. She

pointed him out to me, and | quickly snapped his picture. He has a kitty
basket that my mother thought he mi ght like, but he doesn't spend much

time in it. He prefers to find his own spots -- like most cats.

PP was a bit tricky, because | had to retain a little grey in Andy's face,
while leaving the fur in his body with a soft brown shade. Also, bathroom
sink a reas often require a little cleaning up if they are going to be
featured prominently in photos. | used Picasa for cropping and red eye
correction, and CS4 for colour balancing/enhancing, touching up, sizing,

noise reduction, and sharpening. Posted on 2010-03-16.

© John Reasbeck 20 15

94



Blurred, But Not Bokeh
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| wish that | had a shot that might qualify for the "Bokeh" theme
submission. But, | don't. | didn't know what it was until Linda opened the
theme. There are now a number of photos posted that appear to my eyes
and understanding to be appropriate and wonderful "Bokeh"

submissions. The photo that I'm offering today has a nicely blurred BG,

but | wouldn't say that it is "Bokeh". Nevertheless, | think that it has an
interesting three -dimensional effect. | took the shot in our backyard. |
was practicing to capture birds in flight. The bird in my photo is a female
House Finch. | left the feeder in the shot, because | thought that it
contributed to the 3  -D effect. | did PP primarily in CS4 and Neat Image.

Most of the work w  as in colour balancing. Posted on 2010 -03-26.
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Scarlet Finch

© John Reasbeck 20 15 97



| took this shot last June in our backyard. A male House Finch was posing
nicely on our deck railing. Male House Finches get vividly coloured in the
spring. In fact, | felt that | had to reduc e the saturation a little in this
shot, since the bird's colouring seemed too unrealistic -- the light must
have been hitting him just right. The male House Finches that we see here

are either red or orange in their upper body areas. | used this photo for

the cover of a calendar that | made for this year. Posted on 2010 -03-29.
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Got Seed!
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I've always thought this shot was humorous. My wife had put out a seed
block for the birds. Usually, she would place them across the street in a
small wooded area. Howeve r, on this occasion, she had unwrapped a new
seed block and had just left it beside a flower bed in our front yard.

There were a "few" squirrels around our neighborhood at our former

home in Mystic, Connecticut. They used to try to get the seeds that we
putin our bird feeders. They would harvest what they could from the
ground under the feeders also. The squirrel in my photo evidently

thought that he had found a goldmine. | found him sitting on the block

as | opened our front door. Quickly grabbing my came ra, | was able to
take a couple of shots. Actually, | could have taken my time, because the

squirrel didn't really want to leave the seed block.

By the way, the title of this photo was inspired by a wild bird food store
that we used to go to. They were se lling t -shirts with a squirrel on the
front, with his face all covered with birdseed. Under the squirrel was the
guestion, "Got Seed?" Posted on 2010 -04-05.
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Common Goldeneye at Inglewood
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| took this photo at the Inglewood Bird Sanctuary in Calgary, Alberta. The
bird is a male Common Goldeneye duck. He had just landed in the water

and caused the gold reflections in the water, due to the early evening sun,

to break up around him. | was quite close to where he landed, so |

managed to capture th e details of his plumage not too badly. The

colouring of this duck depends a lot on the light. The head can appear to

be black, purple or dark green. In this case, it seems to be mostly black

with a little dark purple. His golden eye is quite distinctive. In PP, | used
CS4 to do colour balancing, contrast, gamma correction and exposure
adjustments, as well as noise reduction and a little sharpening. Posted on

2010 -04-09.
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Atlas Moth
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In 2002, on a cruise ship stop, my wife and | visited the Butterfly Farm on
the French side of the Caribbean island of Saint Martin/Sint Maarten (see

http://www.thebutterflyfarm.com/ ). It's a truly beautiful enclosure

containing butterflies from around the world. | only had my | ittle Canon
PowerShot S110 (my first digital camera!), but | managed to take quite a

few fairly decent shots. The one I've posted today shows an Atlas moth
(Attacus Atlas), newly emerged from its chrysalis. These moths are the
largest ones in the world. In  the wild, they are found in the tropical and
subtropical forests of Southeastern Asia. Their wingspan is 25 -30 cm (or
10-12 in). Notice the very distinctive wing tips on both sides. The species
possesses markings that look like snake heads. Apparently, th ey quite
effectively deter predators. These moths don't eat anything, because they
lack fully -formed mouthparts. They survive entirely on larval fat

throughout their 1 -2 week adult lives. The following site contains more
information about these very wonder fully -marked gigantic creatures:

http://www.cirrusimage.com/Moths_Atlas.htm

In PP, | straightened the photo on the platform post using Picasa. |

cropped in Picasa, choosing what seemed to be the best presentation of
the moth, the hanging chrysalises and the platform. Then | adjusted the
contrast up a little and the brightness up very little in CS4. | used the

Healing Brush to clean up the wall of the enclosure a little. I did slight
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noise reductio n in CS4, choosing to retain all of the details, but reducing
some of the colour noise. After reducing the image size to 800 pixels, |

used Smart Sharpen to provide a small amount of sharpening. | refrained

from using any colour or saturation adjustments, since they did not seem
to be required. Posted on 2010 -04-14.
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Black Tern with Grasshopper Filler Photo

Do Black Terns eat grasshoppers? Evidently, they do. | took this photo in

July, 2014 at Weed Lake. These birds are a little smaller than the Forster 0s
or Common Terns. Generally, they keep their distance from the larger,

white terns. This one apparently got tired of waiting for a chance to fish,

and obtained substitute food.
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Portrait of a Goldeneye
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We're starting to have some very nice spring days now in Calgary. | went

to the Inglewood Bird Sanctuary yesterday. Two Common Goldeneye

ducks were there on one of the small ponds. | like to go there in the early
evening, because the reflections on the wat  er are quite interesting. | was
close enough to the male duck, and the light was just right, so that | was
able to capture the rich emerald green of his head. | posted a shot of a

male Goldeneye before, so | didn't want to post another one -- even
though t he light was better. | settled on a portrait this time, in order to

display the colours of his head and the patterns in the water behind him.

In PP, after cropping the duck's head, so that his eye was at the 1/3 point

in both directions, | adjusted the ¢ ontrast and brightness a bit. Then, |

did some selective saturation of green, yellow, blue and cyan -- not much,
just enough to offset the reduced light for the time of day. | also adjusted
vibrance up a bit. Finally, | did a slight amount of noise reducti on and
sharpening. Posted on 2010 -04-16.
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American Robin at Inglewood
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The American Robins are out in force at the Inglewood Bird Sanctuary,
and probably all other locations in Alberta that they frequent. In other
words, spring is here for sure -- notwit hstanding a snowfall or two that
might occur, just when we think we're in the clear. | spotted this robin
hunting for anything that moves on the shore of one of the small ponds

at Inglewood. He took time to pose briefly on a log for me, then went

about his business.

In PP, 1 used CS4's Curves to try to even the light. Then | used Color
Balance to make some additional corrections. | cropped the shot to bring
out the details of the robin a little, and trim the busy BG. Then | used

Noise Reduction to eliminat e the ISO 800 noise. After reducing the image
size to 800 pixels, | used Smart Sharpen a little. Finally, Vibrance brought

out the robin's red breast a little more. Posted on 2010 -04-20.
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A Hunting Chickadee
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Black -capped Chickadees like to eat insects. That's not to say that they
ignore other food -- especially, handouts from passersby at places like
sanctuaries. | was at the Inglewood Bird Sanctuary in an area that | have
come to associate with the presence o  f chickadees. One of them flew into
the bushes on my right, just up from the bank of a small pond, and

started hopping along the branches upside down. As | have learned from
various Web sites (e.g., http://mwww.wild -bird -
watching.com/Chickadees.html), this is how chickadees find insects, their

eggs and their larvae on the undersides of leaves and twigs.

In PP, | did a little cleaning up of this shot. There were a couple of

strands of a spider web that | thought detracted a bit, so | removed them

with the H ealing Brush in CS4. Everything else is the way | found it,

except that | did some noise reduction and sharpening. | also increased

the saturation, brightness and contrast a little, in order to compensate

for the relatively dark lighting conditions in the bushes. Posted on 2010 -
04-21.
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Splashes of Colour
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Every day, more and more birds build their nests at Red Deer Lake in

Lloyd Park. That large marshy location is just west of Spruce Meadows off
Hwy. 22X, in Calgary, Alberta. | went there today to try to find something
appropriate for this week's "Splash” theme. | was concentrating on

Canada Geese landing on the lake, and the splashes made by American
Coots as they chased each other. Toward the end of my shoot, | spotted
some male Red -winged Blackbirds and Yellow -headed Blackbirds in the
reeds. As | was trying to get into position to get a good shot of a Yellow -
headed Blackbird, which was about 50 feet away, a Red -winged Blackbird
landed on a reed about 20 feet away from me -- he was even in better
light th an the other bird. | took a number of shots. Male Red -winged
Blackbirds like to thrust out their pretty red and yellow shoulder patches

when they sing. Most of my shooting was done during those very

colourful exhibitions. So, here's my entry for the "Splas h" theme:
"Splashes of Colour". Posted on 2010 -04-23.
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An Infrequent Visitor
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A Merlin visited our backyard this morning. They don't come very often,
but when they do, they cause the finches and sparrows to go instantly

into hiding.

These birds are a me mber of the Falconidae (or falcon) family. Some
people have referred to them as Pigeon Hawks. Merlins have a wingspan
of 50 -67 cm (20 -26 in). The preceding information came from the iBird

Explorer app for the iPod/iPhone.

After he/she had gone, it was qui  te some time before we saw any of the
usual small birds in our yard. When they did return, they were unusually

wary for awhile.

| had to crop fairly closely to the Merlin, in order to hide some

distractions. | did colour balancing and adjusted the light a little, since it
was a bit overcast. As well, | did noise reduction, because | was shooting

with high ISO. And, | sharpened the image a little. Posted on 2010 -04-25.

© John Reasbeck 20 15 116



Franklin's Gull Flyby
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I've been using this shot for the past few days as my Windows wallpaper.
It shows a Franklin's Gull at Red Deer Lake in Calgary, Alberta. The gulls
frequently swoop down to catch insects near the water, and come

reasonably close to me as they fly up again. | was fortunate to catch this

one on one of those nea r flybys.
In PP, in addition to cropping, all | did was to adjust the contrast and

brightness a little, and do noise reduction and sharpening. Posted on
2010 -04-26.
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Trumpeter Swan at Red Deer Lake
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Last week, | was privileged to see the swan in my phot o, flying over Red
Deer Lake, in Calgary, Alberta. | thought that it was a Tundra Swan

initially, but | have since determined, from The Sibley Guide to Birds, that

it was actually a Trumpeter Swan. According to the iBird Explorer app for
iPod/iPhone, this swan is the largest waterfowl species native to North
America. They can be up to 6 ft (1.8 m) long, and have a wingspan of up

to 8.5 ft (2.6 m). These birds were hunted almost to extinction by 1900,

but their population now is said to be about 16,000.

The light was tricky in this shot. The early evening sun was shining

directly at the side of the swan. | had to adjust brightness and contrast to
compensate. | used Neat Image to do noise reduction, since | was

shooting with high ISO. And, | used CS4 to do a little sharpening. The
cropping | selected was 16:10, to emphasize the swan's long body. Posted
on 2010 -05-06.

© John Reasbeck 20 15 120



American Avocet
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For those who have never seen one, allow me to introduce you to an

American Avocet. | saw this elegant bird at Frank Lake, A Iberta yesterday.
That was the first time that I've been able to get close enough to one for a
decent photo. It is a large, long  -legged shorebird that stands about 45 cm
(18 in) tall. | believe that the one in my photo is a male, since the bird

that he was with is lighter coloured on her head and neck. Their upturned

bill is "just the right shape for skimming food off the surface of shallow

waters." (From the Birds of Alberta Field Guide.) Posted on 2010 -05-11.
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Air Avocets
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After posting a photo of a male American Avocet yesterday, | thought
that | would share a shot of the male and female flying away after | got
too close to them. As with the photo yesterday, | was at Frank Lake,
Alberta.

One thing | learned quite quickly with photos of American Avocets is that
their fine features really aren't conducive to image sharpening. | did
adjust the brightness and contrast a bit, as well as the vibrance and

saturation. | did a tiny amount of noise reduction as well.

| thought that the title of "Air Avocets" was fitting. The word "Avocet" has
been associated in the past with aircraft and airlines (see

http://www.avocet -charters.com/frameset.htm

http://www.microlightjets.com/manufacturers/avocetaircraft.htm and

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avro Avocet ). Also, that was the first time

that | had ever seen American Avocets take to the air. Posted on 2010 -05-
12.
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Smiling Ducks
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It's SATURDAY, at least, it is in North America. So, | thought that a happy
shot would be appropriate. | was walking down by one of the local ponds,
when | saw a pair o f Mallards. There was a second male Mallard steaming
towards them from the right, off the picture. The pair of Mallards was
starting to get a little concerned that the new guy was getting a little too
close -- in breeding season, it's never good when anoth er male tries to get
too friendly. There was much quacking, as the maverick male drew closer.

| focused on the pair, because it was clear that there was going to be a

little action here. In fact, they abruptly flew away when the second male
was right on to p of them, and | got my action shot. | also got a bonus
shot; as | was going over my photos later, | saw this one with both ducks

seemingly smiling, as they quacked their concern.
So, for all TL members who could use some cheering up, | offer these

"Smiling Ducks". HAPPY SATURDAY, or HAPPY SUNDAY, as the case may
be! Posted on 2010 -05-15.

© John Reasbeck 20 15 126



© John Reasbeck 20 15 127



My TrekNature Posts
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Blue Dasher Dragonfly
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I took this shot of a dragonfly in front of our house in Mystic, CT.
The stalk, upon which the dragonfly is perching, is part of a
Canterbury Bells bush. | usually take photos of birds or butterflies,
so | am quite a neophyte when it comes to dragonflies. | searched
the Web for information and images about dragonflies. | spotted a
photo of a Tau Emerald (Hemicordulia tau) th at looked similar.
But, after | posted this, | saw many Tau Emerald photos that look
completely different. Also, most of the ones | saw are in Australia,
and none are in my area. So, I'll keep looking. Maybe, a dragonfly
expert out there can help me out. |  t was about 2" long, with a
slightly wider wingspan. The mesh on its wings is so intricate and
delicate. All of the dragonflies that I've seen in our yard have four
stigmata (plural of stigma), on the front edges of their wings -
perhaps, that's character istic of dragonflies in general. | just used
my little Canon A650 on this one, as | often do for macro shots. It
seems to do a decent job  -- provided that the photographer

chooses the right vantage point and lighting.

Gary Tyson identified this dragonfly as a female Blue Dasher.
Thanks, Gary! Posted on 2008 -08-16.

© John Reasbeck 20 15 130



Monarch Butterfly on Coneflower
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This is my second posting. My first was yesterday. | have admired

all of the wonderful photos on TrekNature for a long time. But, |

had never joined until last Friday evening. | hope that my

contributions can add a little to the great collection of comment S

and photos that comprise TrekNature.

| decided to post a butterfly shot this time. | took it two years ago

in front of our house in Mystic, CT. | had not often seen a Monarch
butterfly (Danaus plexippus) on our purple coneflowers. But, | just
happened to see one late in the day on July 31, 2006. Quite often, |
see Monarchs on our butterfly bushes, but rarely on the
coneflowers. This one paused just long enough for me to snap its
picture. Posted on 2008 -08-17.
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Tiger Swallowtail
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| was fortunate to see a Tiger Swallowtail butterfly (Papilio glaucus) on a
butterfly bush in front of our house, just after noon today. These

butterflies are a little larger than Monarchs. Whereas a Monarch has a
wingspan from 2 3/4 to 4 inches, the wingspan of the Tiger Swallowtalil
can be 3 1/2 to 6 3/4 inches (from a "Pocket Guide to Butterflies &

Moths", by Elizabeth Balmer). The first part of their popular name comes

from their yellow wings with black stripes. Posted on 2008 -08-18.
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American Goldfinch
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The picture | have posted is of a male American Goldfinch (Carduelis
tristis). The females are not yellow; they're sort of olive -colored with no
black on their heads. Goldfinches are slightly smaller than sparrows. Both
the males and females have wonderful wh ite markings on their neatly

folded black wings, when they are viewed from behind.

| had never seen a goldfinch before we started feeding them in our yard
several years ago. We use Nyjer (a.k.a. niger or thistle) seed in tubes with
perches. Goldfinches | ike to fly with a kind of wavy flight path. They visit

the nearby trees whenever there appears to be some danger. After they

have perched in a tree, and have decided that they would like some more
seed, they fly back to our tubes  -- or they go somewhere el se. Posted on
2008 -08-20.
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Red-spotted Purple
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I was reluctant to post this shot, because it has a couple of obvious
deficiencies. However, it does serve as a record of this butterfly's visit to

our yard.

Initially, 1 thought that it might be a female Black Tiger Swallowtail.

However, | had not seen any other photos that showed markings exactly

like those on this butterfly. In particular, | noticed the double lines along

the bottom of the wings  -- unlike any Swallowtail's markings. There are

no tails also. There are more reddish spots along the upper portion of the
wings than | had ever seen too. With any luck, this butterfly will visit

again. Hopefully, | will be better prepared the next time.

In his critique, Ivan (Argus) has identified the butterfly as a Red -spotted
Purple (Limenitis artemis). | di  d some searching, and for the first time
saw other butterflies with similar coloring and markings to the one |

posted. Thank you, Ivan! I've renamed my photo accordingly.

| looked for another image on the Internet that shows the red and blue

dots along th e bottom of the wings. I've seen markings that are very close
in other photos of the Red  -spotted Purple, but nothing that is exactly the
same as the one | posted. | suppose that's asking for too much to find

one that's identical. Posted on 2008 -08-22.
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Blue Jay in a Rose Bush

© John Reasbeck 20 15 139



It was Nov. 4/06, and | was by our garden shed, reasonably out of sight of

any bird that might happen by. I didndt h
Jays normally provide. But, suddenly, there one was, in our rose bush,

about 10 feetf rom me. | managed to get one picture, which | have just

posted.

For those of you who are not Blue Jay experts, | have made a few
observations, which | hope that you find interesting. If you try to look up
the name of this bird uneabasrthedlBldbon i n such

Societyds OField Guide to North American

Birdso, you wi || not find it |l i sted. The
species of jays, with different modifiers. There are green, gray, brown, as

wellas blueones. T her e are also several ot her spec
include a color in their names: e.g., Ste
Jay.

Photos of Blue Jays usually show the bird with a crest. | have found that

they may or may not be displaying crests, depending on whether they are
alert or agitated. Generally, when a Blue Jay announces itself, with its

raucous cry, it lands with its crest quite perked up. Then, if there seems

to be no danger, the crest relaxes. In the case of the Blue Jay that | have

shown, there was no cry, so there was no evident agitation, and therefore

© John Reasbeck 20 15 140



no crest was being displayed.

The | argest jay | isted in Sibleyds is the
said to be 16.506 in length, with a wingsp
thatthe Bl ue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) is 116
166. The Brown Jay, as well as several ot

Sibleyds or the Audubon guide with a cres
the identifying characteristics of the Genus C yanocitta, which includes as

its members the Blue Jay and the Stellard

Thanks for looking! | hope that you feel I've made a worthy contribution

to our gallery, and | appreciate your comments! Posted on 2008 -08-24.
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Canada Goose Filler Photo

| to ok this shot at the Inglewood Bird Sanctuary in Calgary. It was late
September, 2011, and the reflections on the water were very colourful. |

was just leaving for the day; | spotted a goose standing all alone in the

midst of the reflections.
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American Pa inted Lady
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At first glance, one might be tempted to identify this butterfly as a Red
Admiral. However, it is really an American Painted Lady (Vanessa
virginiensis). Other names are Hunter's Butterfly and Virginia Lady (from
the Audubon "Field Guide to  Butterflies"). It is a small, very colorful

butterfly, about one -half the size of a Monarch.

| took this shot about a week ago. | was quite surprised at the complexity
of the pattern on the outside of this butterfly's wings. Because my photo
shows both th e outside and much of the inside, it is easier to make an
identification than with just one view. | think that it makes quite a

pleasing shot to see both views also.
The nectar in our butterfly bush blossoms is not very plentiful at this
point. So, very few butterflies come by. I'm glad that the American

Painted Lady decided to pay us a visit before the end of the season.

I hope that you like my photo, and | look forward to your comments.
Posted on 2008 -08-26.
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Northern Mockingbird
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| took this shot in April/2006, in Mystic, CT. It is a Northern Mockingbird

(Mimus polyglottos). Many mornings and evenings, between spring and

fall, these birds can be heard singing away outside of our house.

According to Stokesd OField d¢anddedendsa Bi r d
breeding territoryd in the spring. And, i
female O0sing and defend a feeding territo
visit our area, and we are entertained with very pretty songs. But, the

virtuosity and repertoir e of the Mockingbird are quite fantastic. The

Mockingbird is also very aggressive. It will take on other birds, even those

larger than itself, as well as any animal it views to be a threat. In the

photo I've submitted, it's almost as though this feisty bir d is saying, "Go

ahead, make my day!" Posted on 2008 -08-30.
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Eastern Cottontalil
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| spotted this bunny (probably, an Eastern Cottontail or Sylvilagus

floridanus) in the early evening yesterday. It was by the large rock
outcropping in our yard in Mystic. W e live across from a wooded area. As
a result, we get various animal visitors from time to time. | was able to

get a couple of shots while the bunny hopped around the rock. It was

dark there, however, and | didn't want to use a flash, because it makes

thei r eyes look unrealistic. When it decided to move out to the lawn, | was
able to get a better picture. Although | have taken shots in the past that

were sharper, | like this one because it shows off the cottontail on the
Cottontail. It was only a matter of seconds after | took this photo that the

bunny hopped across the road and into the woods. Posted on 2008 -08-31.
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Goldfinch on Coneflower
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The paragraph below appears in

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Goldfinch:

The American Goldfinch (Carduelis tr istis), also known as the Eastern
Goldfinch and Wild Canary, is a North American bird in the finch family.

It is migratory, ranging from southern Canada to North Carolina during
the breeding season, and from just south of the Canadian border to

Mexico duri ng the winter.

The Wikipedia article goes on to say the following:

The American Goldfinch are granivores and adapted for the consumption
of seedheads, with a conical beak to remove the seeds and agile feet to

grip the stems of seedheads while feeding.

To illustrate the above adaptation, yesterday, | spotted two goldfinches
pecking at the Purple Coneflowers (Echinacea purpurea) in front of our
house in Mystic. They had pushed their well -clawed feet deeply into the
center of the spent flowers, and were be  nding over so that they could
harvest the seeds. Goldfinches are sufficiently light so that the stems will
support this activity. As far as butterflies and bees are concerned, the

coneflowers can no longer offer them anything. But, for goldfinches, they
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of fer new food at the end of the summer. | crept up toward them as

carefully and as quietly as | could. One of the goldfinches flew off
immediately when he saw me. The other one, however, was OK with my
beingthere dpr esumably, as | ong laser. lleadedmyndt get
camera and took a few shots. A tripod would not have been possible to

set up, so | had to hand -hold my D70 with its 28  -300mm non -stabilized
lens. However, | had previously set the 1ISO to as high as | dared, 400, and

| was able to set bo th the shutter speed and aperture acceptably for the
maximum zoom of my lens. The shot | selected shows the back of the
goldfinch, as well as the head, quite well. He has seeds on his beak still

after his breakfast. In fact, virtually all of my shots show seeds on his

beak. He was clearly enjoying himself! Posted on 2008 -09-01.
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Black -crowned Night -Heron Filler Photo

| took this photo at Frank Lake in June, 2012. The time was in the early
evening, when they like to fly to another part of the lake region t 0 see what
they might find. Night  -herons prey on small fish and other creatures i

including small shorebirds.

© John Reasbeck 20 15 152



Heron at Beebe Pond

© John Reasbeck 20 15 153



A Great Blue Heron waits for any sign of motion in Beebe (pronounced
beebee) Pond. It was a pleasant afternoon in October, and the fall colors
were showing their brilliance. On the right side of the photo are three
swimming cormorants. They had been on rocks earlier. But, when |

arrived at the pond, they decided to take to the water.

Beebe Pond is in Beebe Pond Park, which is a 95 -acre parcel of land in
Connecticut, at the corner of Fishtown Road and Noank Road, about half
way between the towns of Noank and Mystic. Beebe Cove is nearby, just
off Long Island Sound, an estuary of the Atlantic Ocean. The pond and
cove ar e named after Captain Silas Beebe, who apparently used the pond
in the winter to provide ice for his family (from the Indian and Colonial
Research Center Library at

http://www.theicrc.or __g/vewebsite/exhibitl/e10975a.htm ).
Posted on 2008 -09-04.
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Halloween Pennant Dragonfly
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