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Highlights from 2019 Board Minutes 

From the January 24, 2019 meeting.



Highlights from 2019 Board Minutes 

From the July 29, 2019 meeting.



Finance Report



Finance Report continued



Finance Report continued



Where in the Park. . . Quiz
Take a sheet and write the slide number next to the area of the park that the 
picture is showing.



Where in the Park

● So Sand Prairie Bridge
● Zieman Tr Lake Overlook
● Kisrow Trail
● Prairie Maze Trail
● Newly Decked Bridge
● Zieman Homestead
● Zieman Bluff
● So. Sand Prairie Trail
● Goat Prairie
● New Canoe In Campsite 

Location

Slide 1
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Now for the Answers
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Where in the Park

● So Sand Prairie Bridge
● Zieman Tr Lake Overlook
● Kisrow Trail
● Prairie Maze Trail
● Newly Decked Bridge
● Zieman Homestead
● Zieman Bluff
● So. Sand Prairie Trail
● Goat Prairie
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Location Thanks to our volunteers who installed the decking on two 
bridges.
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Kisrow Trail with reeds
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Zieman Homestead
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Eagle Scout Project installed at Kisrow Trail entrance
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Goat Prairie
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Where in the Park

● So Sand Prairie Bridge
● Zieman Tr Lake Overlook
● Kisrow Trail
● Prairie Maze Trail
● Newly Decked Bridge
● Zieman Homestead
● Zieman Bluff
● So. Sand Prairie Trail
● Goat Prairie
● New Canoe In Campsite 

Location
So. Sand Prairie Trail



FOCW Sponsored Camper Cabin Update 

The Maple Camper Cabin completed one year 
ago has been operational this entire camping 
season. Since the cost of construction materials 
exceeded $25,000 (the agreed amount that 
FOCW would contribute) Olmsted County is 
keeping all proceeds until that excess is paid 
off. Once that is paid off, ½ of all camper cabin 
income will be placed into the Chester Woods 
Donation Account for special porjects and 
programming for the park.



FOCW Watercraft Storage Program

We have 6 watercraft storage racks located 
adjacent to the boat ramp. Each rack has 6 
rental slots for private watercraft. FOCW rents 
these slots on a seasonal basis for $100 each 
(April-October). For 2019, all 36 slots are rented. 
Our volunteers help with keeping weeds down in 
this area, improving signage, and other 
maintenance. Our park staff helps with 
monitoring and will be placing limestone 
boulders for improved access to the top racks.



Our Volunteers are very important

We need 

volunteers for 

Memorial Day 

Hike and 

Picnic
We need volunteers for Day in the Park

We need 

volunteers for  

Full M
oon 

Hikes and 

Paddles
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We need 
volunteers for 
Chester Woods 
25th Anniversary 
Celebration

We need volunteers for Olmsted County Fair Booth

We need 

Volunteers for 

Christmas and 

Halloween in the 

Park (July & 

August)

We need volunteer tractor drivers for special programs 

We Need Volunteers



Memorial Day Hike and Picnic

The FOCW sponsored Hike and Picnic had a very 
healthy attendance this year. The weather was 
ideal, which is always a big factor determining 
outcomes. 

Thanks to our volunteers who organized, set up, 
cooked, drove for the wagon ride, and explained 
the FOCW story. 



Weed Warriors and Seed Collection

Patty & John Trnka continue to head up the 
volunteer efforts here at Chester woods for 
controlling invasive species along with 
collecting seeds of native prairie plants to be 
used here and other county locations in Olmsted 
County.



Link from friendsofchesterwoods.org



Full Moon Hikes and Paddles

Each month, May - September, FOCW sponsors 
with volunteer guides a full moon paddle and 
hike on the Saturday nearest to the full moon. 
Well, 2019 was not very cooperative with the 
weather. Many of these had to be cancelled. 
Thanks to all our volunteers who helped this 
year.

For 2020, we will be exploring with Celeste, our 
park naturalist, offering fewer of these during 
these months.  



Chester Woods is 25 Years Old in 2020

The FOCW Board has approved a plan to hold a celebration in conjunction with 
Eyota Days. 

What will be included and offered with this celebration is yet to be determined. 
Your input and volunteer support is greatly appreciated.



FOCW Board Elections for 2 year term

❏ Joel Dunnette as Board Member
❏ Ruthann Yaeger as Secretary
❏ Patty Trnka as Board Member
❏ Mike LaValle as Board Member



Playscape Update

Something Old                                                       Something New



Amphitheater Project Update

Location of 
proposed 
Amphitheater. We 
will be seeking funds 
for this project from 
multiple sources 
including FOCW



Amphitheater Project Update



Amphitheater Project Update



Section view of Proposed Amphitheater



Work Day Projects

This afternoon we will have a 
variety of volunteer projects from 
which to choose. We will 
organize the groups at the end of 
the meeting.

● Bag Up Grass Seed
● Make Fire Wood with wood 

splitter
● Barbed wire  retrieval
● Go over flower ID signs with 

Sharpie (indoor project)
● Shoreline & picnic shelters 

trash pick-up
● Buckthorn removal east of 

gate house


