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INTERNATIONAL PROFILE 
Mme Chantal Massembo is a development leader and international speaker committed to 
advancing sustainable human development, social solidarity and community-led solutions to 
economic, social, health and environmental challenges. 

As Founder and leading figure of the Chantal Massembo Foundation, based in Ottawa, 
Canada, she promotes an approach that connects local communities, civil society 
organizations, entrepreneurs, professionals, young people, women, diaspora networks and 
institutional partners. 

Her approach is built around a central principle: 

Sustainable development cannot be the responsibility of institutions 
alone. It becomes sustainable when citizens, communities, businesses, 
professionals, diaspora networks and institutions become active partners 
in creating solutions. 

Through her initiatives, Mme Chantal Massembo focuses on turning community challenges 
into opportunities for development, employment, innovation, resilience and social 
investment. 

 

 

 

 



AREAS OF EXPERTISE 
1. Sustainable Human Development 

Integrated approaches connecting economic development, social inclusion, health, 
education, environmental protection and citizen participation. 

2. Water, Sanitation and Public Health 

Community-based approaches to sanitation, hygiene, disease prevention, public health and 
territorial resilience. 

3. Climate, Environment and Resilience 

Community action related to environmental protection, climate adaptation, waste 
management, resilient infrastructure and local climate resilience. 

4. Youth, Skills and Employment 

Training, entrepreneurship and capacity-building initiatives designed to help young people 
transform skills into economic opportunities. 

5. Women's Leadership and Empowerment 

Strengthening the role of women as economic, social, community and institutional actors. 

6. Social Entrepreneurship 

Supporting initiatives that seek to generate measurable social, environmental and economic 
value. 

7. Diaspora and International Development 

Mobilizing diaspora skills, networks, experience, knowledge and resources for community 
development. 

8. Civil Society and Citizen Mobilization 

Building bridges between communities, civil society organizations, professionals, 
businesses, researchers, investors and institutions. 

 

 



A COMMUNITY-DRIVEN APPROACH 
The Chantal Massembo Foundation promotes an approach in which community 
organizations and project leaders are not viewed solely as beneficiaries, but as 
development partners. 

The approach seeks to: 

●​ identify community priorities; 
●​ listen to young people, women and local actors; 
●​ strengthen skills and capacities; 
●​ structure community initiatives; 
●​ connect project leaders with potential partners; 
●​ identify appropriate financing pathways; 
●​ facilitate knowledge exchange; 
●​ transform local initiatives into structured and potentially fundable projects. 

The Foundation works with associations, volunteers, social entrepreneurs, professionals and 
community actors. 

 

INTERNATIONAL SPEAKING TOPICS 
Mme Chantal Massembo can contribute to international conferences and high-level forums 
on topics including: 

“From Vulnerability to Action: Turning Communities into Development 
Actors” 

“Water, Sanitation and Public Health: Investing in the Invisible 
Infrastructure of Development” 

“Climate and Development: Why Local Solutions Must Be at the Heart of 
Africa's Resilience” 

“Women and Development: Moving from Representation to Investment 
in Women's Leadership” 

“Africa's Youth: Turning Skills into Jobs, Enterprises and Solutions” 

“The African Diaspora as Human Capital for Development” 



“Civil Society and Development: Building Bridges Between 
Communities, Institutions and Finance” 

“From a Community Problem to a Fundable Project” 

“Natural Capital, Environment and Economic Development: Creating 
Value While Protecting Territories” 

“The State, Citizens and Communities: Rethinking Responsibility for 
Development” 

 

KEY INITIATIVE AREAS 
Her institutional work and initiatives include areas such as: 

Sanitation and citizen mobilization 

●​ “The State Is Also Us” 
●​ “Objective: 1,000,000 Drainage Channels in Africa” 

Health and prevention 

●​ community awareness and information initiatives; 
●​ public health and prevention. 

Youth 

●​ professional training; 
●​ entrepreneurship; 
●​ employment; 
●​ project development; 
●​ youth engagement in local development. 

Women 

●​ leadership; 
●​ empowerment; 
●​ education; 
●​ entrepreneurship; 
●​ participation in community development. 

Environment 

●​ sanitation; 
●​ climate resilience; 



●​ environmental awareness; 
●​ protection of local territories; 
●​ green economy. 

 

AN AFRICAN AND GLOBAL 
DEVELOPMENT VISION 
Mme Chantal Massembo promotes a development perspective in which Africa is not viewed 
only through the lens of needs and vulnerabilities, but also as a continent of talent, 
innovation, human capital, entrepreneurship, creativity and solutions. 

Her approach seeks to connect: 

Governments + local authorities + citizens + diaspora + businesses + banks + 
universities + professionals + researchers + foundations + community organizations + 
international partners. 

The objective is to strengthen partnerships capable of transforming local initiatives into 
measurable development programmes. 

WHY INVITE MME CHANTAL 
MASSEMBO? 
Mme Chantal Massembo brings together perspectives from several interconnected fields: 

community action + civil society + diaspora + development + social entrepreneurship 
+ environment + women's leadership. 

Her contribution is designed to create dialogue between public policy, institutions, 
communities and economic actors. 

She may participate as: 

●​ keynote speaker; 
●​ panelist; 
●​ side-event speaker; 
●​ civil society representative; 
●​ moderator; 
●​ invited expert; 
●​ initiative ambassador; 
●​ community mobilization partner. 



INTERNATIONAL POSITIONING 
Mme Chantal Massembo 

International Speaker | Sustainable Human Development Leader | Founder, Chantal 
Massembo Foundation 

Her areas of engagement are particularly connected to SDGs 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 11, 13, 16 and 
17: 

●​ Good Health and Well-being 
●​ Quality Education 
●​ Gender Equality 
●​ Clean Water and Sanitation 
●​ Decent Work and Economic Growth 
●​ Sustainable Cities and Communities 
●​ Climate Action 
●​ Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 
●​ Partnerships for the Goals 

 

CORE MESSAGE 
“We cannot build sustainable development through public policy alone. 
We must also invest in women, young people, skills, communities, 
entrepreneurs, diaspora networks and local solutions.” 

 

SIGNATURE 
Mme Chantal Massembo​
International Speaker​
Founder — Chantal Massembo Foundation​
Ottawa, Canada 

Act. Connect. Transform. 

Website: www.fondationchantalmassembo.org​
Email: info@fondationchantalmassembo.org 
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