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Bishopville Presbyterian Church

215 S. Main Street (physical) / PO Box 66 (mailing)
Bishopville, SC 29010-0066
Email: bishopvillepc@gmail.com
Website: www.bishopvillepc.com
Phone: 803-484-5441
Due to the COVID-19 virus all Worship Services will be shortened and begin @ 10:00 am, with no
other gatherings, including Nursery, Fellowship, & Choir, until further notice

Don’t forget to like us
on Facebook to
receive our news feed
Email us to receive enews: bishopvillepc@gmail.com
Printed materials available, upon request, through office

The Session will meet, as needed, to make appropriate & safe decisions regarding Church
services & gatherings.
All updated info will be posted on our website
& our Facebook page, as it becomes available

May Elders-On-Call:
Ryan McCutchen & Steven Frazier
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship & Coffee - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service - 11:00 a.m.
Women’s Prayer Group: Wednesday’s @ 4 pm

Adult Choir - Thursday’s @ 5:30 p.m.
Business Office Hours
8:30 am - 6:30 pm (Monday - Wednesday)
Unless otherwise noted

Key Officers and Staff
Clerk: Charlie Ipock / Gregg McCutchen, Asst.
Treasurer: Jerry Adams / Billy Clyburn, Asst.
Office Manager: Gwen Hayden Steinmeyer
Pastor: Rev. Christopher Parnell
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From the Pastor’s Desk… What an incredibly strange April! And it’s looking to be a strange May, to
boot. There’s been nothing like what we saw last month in my lifetime - no church services, stay-athome & quarantine orders, businesses & restaurants closed (some temporarily, others permanently),
online church & doctor visits, conflicting sets of data & reporting… Whew! Makes you want to catch
your breath, doesn’t it? It will be nice when we get back to some sense of “normalcy” - back to the way
things were before. Or… Or maybe there are some things about what we used to think were “normal”
that we should reconsider. Think about this: How many times - before coronavirus - did families sit together & eat? How easy was it - before coronavirus - to skip church for 1, 2, maybe even 3 weeks and
not even cross our minds? How often - before coronavirus - did we even think about locally-owned
businesses when we went out shopping? When - before coronavirus - did we wonder (& worry) about
supply-chains & food-chains, about manufacturing & industry, or about the jobs our neighbors have? Is
this a “normal” we really want to go back to?
Maybe, just maybe this virus and the government’s reaction (or overreaction, depending on your particular point-of-view) has been a way in which God - who does this sort of thing from time to time - is
getting our attention and forcing us to reconsider what we think is “normal.” Maybe, just maybe, God is
encouraging us to look for an old, “new normal” to put in place of what we’ve had… What do I mean?
I’ve been reading the so-called “Songs of Ascent”, which are Psalms 120-134. I’d strongly encourage
you to read them, too. You can do this in a single sitting, believe it or not. The longest is 132, and it’s
only 18 verses. By contrast, Psalm 119 is 178 verses long, and 120-134 are 101 verses all-together!
Now, these are called “Songs of Ascent” because they were all written with the theme of God’s people
coming up to Jerusalem, to the Temple, to worship God. It’s a God-given quirk of Israel’s geography
that, no matter how you travel to Jerusalem, you have to go up the hill - you have to ascend. These
songs, some written by King David, some written before he was king, some written by Solomon his
son, some written hundreds of years after David, all focus God’s people on coming together to worship.
So what do God’s people sing as they “ascend” to worship God? They sing about their troubles - their
distress (Ps. 120). They look for their help, & their Helper (Ps. 121). They’re happy they get to go to
church at last (Ps. 122)! They ask God for mercy (Ps. 123). They sing about their rescue from trouble
(Ps. 124). They sing about God protecting them (Ps. 125). They sing for joy and more joy (Ps. 126)!
They ask God for wise help (Ps. 127). They pray to God for their children’s sake (Ps. 128). They pray
to God for their own sake, their own pain (Ps. 129). They ask God for forgiveness (Ps. 130). They ask
God for humility (Ps. 131). They look to the Savior God is giving them (Ps. 132)! They sing about how
God has connected them to each other (Ps. 133). And they sing God’s praises (Ps. 134).
Look at all those issues, all those prayers, all those songs - songs about God, songs about the Savior,
songs about the Church, songs about family, songs about forgiveness & mercy, joy & hope, salvation &
protection. Don’t those songs sound like songs you & I could all too easily sing? Don’t those songs
sound like songs that would catch on around us? Maybe what our world needs - whether we’re talking
about or homes, our neighborhoods, Bishopville, Lee County, South Carolina, the USA, the whole
world itself - maybe what we need is a new, old set of songs to sing. Maybe what our world needs is an
“old, new normal” - a normal where the church (you & me) is singing to her God daily as we go “up”
through our lives. After all, we don’t have to wait for a once-a-year pilgrimage to see God’s mercy
poured out. It’s a daily, minute-by-minute thing! Jesus throws that door wide open in John 20:21, saying, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, in this same way I am sending you!” How is Jesus
sending us? With the message - God so loved the world that He gave us Jesus. Jesus so loved the world
that He gave us His life & death & resurrection!
So let’s sing our way to a whole new normal - an “old, new normal” - where families love, where
churches sing, where God’s people share & give & help & heal, where Jesus’ name & mission are lived
out. Let’s sing our way to a whole new normal - and give the world something to really talk about.
God bless you - and keep safe! Pastor Chris

May Sunday Sermons & Scriptures
May 3rd:
God’s Sure Oath
Psalm 132
May 10th:
A Mother’s Pattern 2 Timothy 1:3-12
May 17th:
Sin doesn’t rule
Romans 6:1-14
May 24th:
In a Strange Place
Psalm 127
May 31st:
There is Power!
Joel 2:23-32
Due to COVID-19, Worship will be @ 10 am, with no fellowship or nursery

News
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News from the Session…
Due to the COVID-19 coronavirus, the Session has decided to restart Worship Services, beginning May 3rd, but it will be shortened and
begin @ 10:00 am, with no other gatherings, including Nursery, Fellowship, & Choir, until further notice. As a safe guard, the Sanctuary will
be cleaned prior to and after all services, we will
provide sanitizer for anyone needing it, and you
may wear appropriate protective gear.
The Education building, Kitchen, and Fellowship Hall will remain closed. We will only use the
2 tower doors and the grooms room door (ramp).
The Session will meet briefly after the May
3rd service to plan for the Baccalaureate service
and to set a new date for the Elder election
Your Shepherd of Flock, should be in contact
with each member on their list, shortly
Should there be anything we can do, please let
us know.
In Christ, Your Session

MAY ELDERS-ON-CALL

Ryan McCutchen & Steven Frazier
Next Stated Meeting: TBD

Canned Food & Monetary gifts for
Lee County Cooperative Ministries
(LCCM)
1st Sunday of each month
Due to the coronavirus, we will not
have the children bringing food to the altar, as
normal. Please leave all food items in the Bell
Tower room, in the far left corner (beside cabinet, under bell rope). Please make sure to note
all monetary gifts “LCCM” when writing
checks or placing cash in envelopes
Due to the COVID-19 virus, the Church Business
office will remain on a short schedule, but email
& postal mail, is checked and acted on, daily as
applicable. All donations/tithes can be mailed to
Bishopville PC
POB 66
Bishopville, SC 29010
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April 2020 Statistics
Budgeted Income & Expenses (operating)
MTD Income received:
$19,735.00
YTD Income received:
$59,584.42
Budgeted YTD Income Needed:
$70,940.00
MTD Expenses disbursed:
$17,360.03
YTD Expenses disbursed:
$61,607.29
Budgeted YTD Expenses:
$68,018.00
Non-Budgeted Income & Expenses
(Memorial, Building, & Cemetery Funds)

MTD Income received:
YTD Income received:
MTD Expenses disbursed:
YTD Expenses disbursed:

$220.00
$620.00
$00.00
$00.00

Elder Class of 2023

Elder nominations are being extended due to
COVID-19 Virus. Please complete a form and
submit to the Church office or to a Committee
member. Nomination forms are in SS rooms
and in the Sanctuary.
Election date: TBD
2020 Elder Nomination Committee Members
Matt Bramlett & Cindy Welsh, Chairs
Dwayne Sweatman
Kathryn Welch
Susan Cline
Andrea McCutchen
If you wish to not serve, please contact a
Committee member or the Church office
The congregation offers the
Spirit of Consolation to
those who recently lost family & friends. Our thoughts
and prayers are with you

John Crues Bell, Jr.
Agnes Ross Graham Drayton
For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; it is I who
say to you, Fear not, I will help you. — Isaiah 41:13 (RSV)

Our HOMEBOUND Members
Dot Cothran @ her home
Laura Latimer, The Blake, Elgin
Louis Shirley @ his home
Boochie Swearingen, Sunrise, Charlotte
Johnny McCutchen @ his home
Doris Bell, The Manor, Florence

John Crues Bell, Jr.
01/09/1928 - 04/16/2020
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Church News & Events
Presbyterian Women RADA
fundraiser
for Ministry & Missions

Happy Birthday

You can order through our website or the link
below to help support them year round

https://radafundraising.com/?rfsn=1838016.df3fba

Please contact the Church office
if you or your child will be
graduating from High School or
College this year. Please send
your information by email

Page 3

Madison Bramlett
Zeke Gaskins
Hank Welch
Jimmy McCutchen
Terri Ann Tindal Belk
Beth McCutchen
Nicholas Jeffords
Ricky McCutchen
Katherine Folsom
Virginia Kerr Beard
Debbie Tindal
Tim Kirven

7
7
8
13
13
17
23
23
25
28
28
31

Harrison Blake Smith
Stephen Welch
Dwayne Sweatman
Ray Drayton
Cameron McElveen
Conner Welch
Lacie McElveen
Rev. Chris Parnell
Jenny McCutchen
Marsha McCutchen
Hugh Tindal III
Katherine Dickinson
Patrick Jeffords
Patricia Latimer
Liz Simon
Isaac Bailey

4
6
7
8
10
13
14
14
15
16
16
17
23
25
25
29

Due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus)…
All Church events have been cancelled,
until further notice.
Worship Service will restart May 3rd @
10:00 a.m., with a shorter format, using
social distancing. We will not have the
choir participating in the service and we
will not have a Nursery or Fellowship
time. Other events will be determined and
posted on our website & Facebook page
Thank You
Please keep all essential employees & their
Michael has been discharged
families in your prayers, along with all offrom Encompass and sent home
ficials & employees that help govern our
to continue his recovery!! We are
state, nation, & world
so grateful for all the prayers.
Please protect yourself, your family & all God has been good! Michael has great mobility and
those who are vulnerable by following the
movement and his speech is improving as well.
safety guidelines set forth by the CDC and
- Susan Cline
if you are a COVID-19 survivor, please
All of The Bell Family would like to thank you from
consider donating blood to help others
the bottom of our hearts for all the sweet messages,
beautiful cards, flowers, and plants that you have
Dear Lord, may Your Holy
sent to us. We love our Church family and all of
Spirit inspire us to pray, to
these gestures have helped us get through a very
give, to love, to serve, and to heartbreaking time. Please continue to pray for all
proclaim the gospel, that the as we go through this terrible Pandemic together.
name of Jesus Christ might be
- Sincerely with love, Crues and Renee
glorified around the world.
God, help the healthcare teams to be knowledgeable about the diagnosis and treatment of this
virus. God, help them to stay clear-minded in the midst of the surrounding panic and deliver
them from anxiety for their own loved ones and give them compassion for every patient in their
care. God, help Christians in health care to exhibit extraordinary peace, so that many would ask
about the reason for their hope. Give them opportunities to proclaim the gospel. God, we trust
that you are good and do good. Teach us to be your faithful people in this time of global crisis.
Help us to follow in the footsteps of our faithful shepherd, Jesus, who laid down His life for the
sake of love. We glorify His name as you equip us with everything needed for doing Your will.
- Amen
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