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Story written by Roderick Hunt Oxford

Illustrations by Alex Brychta Reading

Tree

What's this story about? )

~

The children are working on a school project about the Romans. The
key glows and takes them to Rome at the time of the Roman Empire.
They make friends with a baker and help him make the first pizzas.

Talk together )

Talk about anything the child knows about the Romans. Explain that
the man on the cover is the Emperor. An emperor was in charge of

more than one country. Look at the chariot race on page 24. Explain
that chariot races were big sports events that people went to watch.

=St

® Listen as the child reads aloud. Praise him or her for reading

with expression.

() Page 1, to help the child to read ‘chariot’ break it into three
syllables: cha-ri-ot.

@ Page 3, ask, “Why were the races dangerous?”

G Page 10, ask, “How did the children get to meet Mark, the
chariot driver?”

O Page 24, ask, “Why did no one buy a pizza?”

@ Page 29, find the double letter in ‘pizzas’. Find two other words
on this page that have double letters: ‘grabbed’ ‘selling’.

G Ask, "How did the people find out about the pizzas?”

G Page 32, ask, “Why do you think the Emperor didn‘t like
banners on chariots?”
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Biff and Chip were doing a project on

the Romans. The project was for Mrs Mauy.
Biff made a chariot and Chip drew a
picture.



Mum and Dad looked at the project.

“The Romans are interesting,” said Biff.
Chip showed Mum his picture. It was a
picture of a Roman chariot. The chariot
was pulled by four horses.



Biff showed Dad the model.
’ “The Romans had chariot races,” said

Biff. “The races were dangerous. A chariot
was so heavy, it needed four horses to pull
it.”
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Mum and Dad played a joke on Biff
and Chip. They dressed up as Romans.
“It’s time for supper,” called Dad.



e

Kipper had some pizza and Mum had

some grapes.
“This 1s a Roman supper,” said Mum.
“Romans didn’t have pizzas,” laughed

Biff.
“How do you know?” asked Mum.



Biff and Chip went to Biff’s room. Biff
wanted to take the chariot to school, but she

still had to paint it. Chip was good at
painting, so he helped Biff.



Suddenly, the magic key began to glow.
The magic took Biff and Chip on a new
adventure.

“Oh no!” said Biff. “I’m still painting the
model chariot.”



The magic took the children back to
Roman times. It took them to Rome. Biff
and Chip saw a girl. She was playing in
the street.
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The girl looked at Biff’s model.
“It’s a good model,” she said, “but it
doesn’t look quite right.”

“We’ve never seen a real chariot,” said
Biff.
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The Roman girl was called Diana. She
had a brother called Mark. He was a
chariot driver. Mark looked at Biff’s model
chariot.

“I can show you a real chariot,” he said.



Mark opened some big doors. Inside was
a real chariot. It was like Biff’s model, but

“Wow!” said Biff.

it was very big.

1
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Mark let Biff go on the chariot. Biff
pretended she was a chariot driver. She
pretended she was in a race.

“I wish I could be a chariot driver,” said

Biff.



Mark laughed at Biff.

“You have to be strong to race chariots,”
he said. “I’m in a race today. Come and
watch it.”
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Everyone was hungry, so Diana took the

children home.
“We can have some bread,” she said.
“Muy father is a baker. He makes the best

bread in Rome.”
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Everyone looked at the bread, but
something was wrong. The bread didn’t
look right. It was flat. It didn’t look like
bread at all.
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Diana’s father made some more bread.
He baked it in the oven, but it was flat,
10O0.

“This 1s bad,” said Diana’s father.
“Nobody will buy bread like this.”
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Chip looked at the flat bread. He had a
| good idea.

“We can make pizzas,” he said.
“What are pizzas?” asked Diana. “We
don’t know what pizzas are.”
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Chip told Diana’s mother how to make
pizzas. Everyone helped. Diana’s mother
cooked the pizzas in the big oven.
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The pizzas looked good.
“I hope you like them,” said Chip.
“Everyone likes pizzas,” said Biff.

“They smell good,” said Diana’s
mother.
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The pizzas tasted good too. Diana’s

father was pleased.
“Now we can sell them,” he said. “We

can sell lots and lots. What a good job the
bread was flat.”
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They went outside to sell the pizzas, but

there was nobody in the street. There was
nobody to buy the pizzas.

“Where is everyone?” asked Biff.
Everyone had gone to the chariot races.
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Diana’s father was upset. He looked at

the pizzas.
“All that work for nothing,” he said.
“How can we sell pizzas when everyone is

at the chariot races?”
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Diana had an idea. She put some pizzas

in a basket.

“Come on,” she called. “If everyone i1s at
the chariot races, we can sell the pizzas
there.”
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They took the pizzas to the chariot races.
“Come and buy a pizza,” called Diana.
But nobody bought the pizzas. Everyone

was looking at the races.
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The children saw Mark, so they gave

him one of the pizzas.

“These pizzas are good,” said Mark.
Biff looked at the chariot and she had a

good idea.
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The children had a banner. It was about
the pizzas. Mark put it on his chariot. The

people laughed when they saw the banner.
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“Why has Mark put a banner on his

chariot?” people asked. “And what are
pizzas?”

The race began and everyone cheered when
Mark came first.
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The people ran to buy the pizzas.
“These pizzas are good,” they said.
“What a good idea to put a banner on the

chariot.”
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Just then, some soldiers grabbed the
family and the children.
“You must stop selling pizzas,” they

said. “The Emperor wants to see you.
Come with us.”
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The Emperor was angruy.
“This has got to stop,” he said. “Who
put this banner on the chariot? And what

are pizzas?”
“Would you like to try one?” asked
Diana.



“They taste good,” said the Emperor.
“You can deliver some to the palace. But I
don’t want banners on the chariots, so take

your banner away.”
Just then, the magic key glowed.
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Chip looked at the little banner. He put
it on Biff’s chariot.

“The Emperor didn’t like banners on
chariots,” he said. “I wonder what Mrs
May will think.”




Play a game }

‘What' questions
To help the child to find information in a story.

® Ask any question about the story, beginning with ‘What', e.q.
“What did Chip do for his project work?” (page 1). Let the child
answer from memory or by looking in the book. Always check by
finding the page in the book.

® Then the child asks you a "What’ question, either about the
pictures or the story.

® Have two or three turns each.

Other ideas )

You can use these ideas straight away, or on another day.

@ Notice ‘2z’ in ‘pizza’. Think of other words that have a ‘z’ in them
or words that begin with ‘z’.

® Together, buy a pizza base (or make your own). Add tomato

paste and onions, mushrooms, cheese and other toppings. Bake

and eat the pizza. J
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