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THe cOM NG DRLENNA

THE CHALLENGES OF
SELF-EDITING

Fragmented and Run-On Sentences: One of the
most common mistakes armong new authors is improper
sentence structure. Some sentences may be too short and
abrupt, making the writing feel choppy, while others
may be long and unwz’eldy, losing elem'ty. Without
proper punctuation and structure, the reader can easily
et lost,

Incomplete  Sentences:  Unfinished  thoughts ~ or
sentences that lack a sul)]'eet or verb can dz'smpt the
reader’s experience. While sentence fragments can be
used intentionally for effect, overuse or improper
placement weakens the Writing,

Incoberent Structure: A book must flow smoothly,
from one idea to the next. New authors often strugole
with maintaining a Zogieal progression, Zeezding fo
sudden jumps in thought, misplaced paragraphs, and an
overall lack of cobesion. This makes it difficult for

1’€6ld€TS tOfOZlOW t})(f StO@)ZZ'Tl(f or engument.

General Grammar and Syntax Issues Misspellings,
misplaeed mody‘z’ees) sub]eet~ve1fb agreement errors, and
awkward phrasing are common pitfalls when self-
editing. Even with 5pell~e]9ee/< tools, many errors 9o
unnotieeei’) and relying solely on automated grammar
checkers can result in misinterpretations of meanting.

Paragraph Structure Problems: Strong paragraph
structure is essential for eeadability. Memy new authors
strugole with paragraphs that are too long, making the
text dense and overwhelming, or too short, breaking up
the flow unnecessarily. Each paragraph should present a
clear, focused idea that contributes to the overall
narrative,

Plot Holes and Inconsistencies: Beyond grammar
and sentence structure, editing also involves checking for
inconsistencies in the storyline, character development,
and world~building. A prg(essionell editor can catch
logieal flaws) unresolved subplotg and contradictions
that the author may overlook.

""Great stories deserve great editing—don’t let
mistakes steal your voice. 2

Memy new authors faee a rajor dilermma
when it comes to editing: hiring a professional
editor can be expensive, but attermpting  to
self-edit often leads to critical mistakes that
affect the quality of their work. While self-
editing may seer like a cost~effective solution,
it frequently results in fragmented sentences,
incoberent structure,  Tun-on  sentences,
incomplete tkougkts) and a host of other
gmmmatieal and Wntaetieal issues, Lhese
peoblems not only make the manuscript

d}ﬁi[%lf fo read Z?Mt can LZZSO ZE&ZCZ fo plOt }JOZES
&lf”ld overi all WE&Z]{ stowtelling.

WHY HIRING A
PROFESSIONAL
EDITOR MATTERS

A skilled editor [m’ngs an objeetz've perspective,
catching mistakes that the author is foo close to
the work to see. They refine the manuscript
for elariey) eeadabiliey, and engagernent,
ensuring the finezl produet meets indmhy
standards, While sebiediting is an important
step in the writing process, relying solely on it
can result in a book that feels unpolished or
amateurish.New authors should view editing
as an investment rather than an expense. A
well-edited book stands a far greater chance of
SULCESS, whether t}nfougb sebﬁpublisking or
traditional publishing. While cost concerns are
understandable, slez'pping peq‘essional editing
can ultimately binder an authors credibility
and the potential impact of their work




