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Many new authors face a major dilemma
when it comes to editing: hiring a professional
editor can be expensive, but attempting to
self-edit often leads to critical mistakes that
affect the quality of their work. While self-
editing may seem like a cost-effective solution,
it frequently results in fragmented sentences,
incoherent structure, run-on sentences,
incomplete thoughts, and a host of other
grammatical and syntactical issues. These
problems not only make the manuscript
difficult to read but can also lead to plot holes
and overall weak storytelling.
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Fragmented and Run-On Sentences: One of the
most common mistakes among new authors is improper
sentence structure. Some sentences may be too short and
abrupt, making the writing feel choppy, while others
may be long and unwieldy, losing clarity. Without
proper punctuation and structure, the reader can easily
get lost.

THE CHALLENGES OF
SELF-EDITING

Incoherent Structure: A book must flow smoothly,
from one idea to the next. New authors often struggle
with maintaining a logical progression, leading to
sudden jumps in thought, misplaced paragraphs, and an
overall lack of cohesion. This makes it difficult for
readers to follow the storyline or argument.

Incomplete Sentences: Unfinished thoughts or
sentences that lack a subject or verb can disrupt the
reader’s experience. While sentence fragments can be
used intentionally for effect, overuse or improper
placement weakens the writing.

General Grammar and Syntax Issues Misspellings,
misplaced modifiers, subject-verb agreement errors, and
awkward phrasing are common pitfalls when self-
editing. Even with spell-check tools, many errors go
unnoticed, and relying solely on automated grammar
checkers can result in misinterpretations of meaning.

Paragraph Structure Problems: Strong paragraph
structure is essential for readability. Many new authors
struggle with paragraphs that are too long, making the
text dense and overwhelming, or too short, breaking up
the flow unnecessarily. Each paragraph should present a
clear, focused idea that contributes to the overall
narrative.

Plot Holes and Inconsistencies: Beyond grammar
and sentence structure, editing also involves checking for
inconsistencies in the storyline, character development,
and world-building. A professional editor can catch
logical flaws, unresolved subplots, and contradictions
that the author may overlook.

A skilled editor brings an objective perspective,
catching mistakes that the author is too close to
the work to see. They refine the manuscript
for clarity, readability, and engagement,
ensuring the final product meets industry
standards. While self-editing is an important
step in the writing process, relying solely on it
can result in a book that feels unpolished or
amateurish.New authors should view editing
as an investment rather than an expense. A
well-edited book stands a far greater chance of
success, whether through self-publishing or
traditional publishing. While cost concerns are
understandable, skipping professional editing
can ultimately hinder an authors credibility
and the potential impact of their work"Great stories deserve great editing—don’t let

mistakes steal your voice."
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