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Tips & Tricks to Doing It Yourself: Self-Publishing

When people think about self-publishing, the first assumption is usually that it’s quick,
easy, and inexpensive. But the truth is, producing a professional-quality book takes
skill, knowledge, and attention to detail in multiple areas. Each stage requires expertise
—whether it’s editing, formatting, or cover design.

Editing: More Than Just Spellcheck

Editing goes far beyond fixing typos.
Developmental editing helps shape your story’s
structure, pacing, and character arcs. A good

editor will catch continuity problems, refine syntax,
and polish grammar. Then comes the beta read—

an invaluable step to see how
your book resonates with
fresh eyes. Skipping this
stage means

missing the

chance to elevate

your manuscript

into something

readers will

actually connect

with.

Publication

Basics: ISBNs

& Formatting

One of the first

hurdles is

obtaining ISBNs

(International Standard Book
Numbers). You'll need three: one for
the ebook, one for the paperback,
and one for the hardcover. But do you
buy the cheaper options from a distributor, or do
you register them yourself so you remain the
official publisher? These choices affect your
ownership and credibility.

Then there’s formatting—a detail many
underestimate. From margins and spacing to
ebook conversion, you'll need software and
technical know-how. And because platforms like
Amazon KDP, IngramSpark, and Barnes & Noble
Press all have different requirements, expect to
make adjustments along the way.

The Final Steps: Proofs, Platforms & Patience
Before you release your book into the world,
always order a proof copy. This lets you check

print quality, formatting, and cover alignment. If it's

off, you'll need revisions—and patience. Once
approved, you'll also want to consider distributing
beyond one platform, expanding
your reach through additional
marketplaces.

Cover Design: First
Impressions Matter
The old saying is
true—people do
judge a book by its
cover. While Al
design tools are
available, readers
can often tell the
difference

between a

polished
professional

design and a quick
DIY attempt. If you care about reaching an
audience beyond a hobby project, investing in a
skilled graphic designer is worth it. A strong cover
isn’t just about beauty—it signals credibility.

The Reality of Costs

Every stage—editing, formatting, cover design,
ISBNs—requires a skilled professional, and
professionals don’t come cheap. They’re not just
charging for their time, but also their tools,
software, and overhead. While sites like Fiverr or
Upwork offer freelancers, remember: quality
comes at a cost. If your goal is to make money
fast, self-publishing might not be the path for you.
But if your goal is to be recognized as an author,
cutting corners could mean cutting credibility.

Self-publishing isn’t a shortcut—it’s a commitment. But when done right, it’s one of the
most rewarding ways to share your voice, your story, and your work with the world.



