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“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new” (II Corinthians 5:17).

Many times the above text is quoted as a proof of being saved. If it  is  examined with any degree of care,
however, it would put all to silence if it were the only proof text available. Let’s notice what it does not say and
what it does say.  

It does not say that if any man be a child of God, such and such is so. If it did say that, we all might have real
cause to examine ourselves to see if we be in the faith. Notice that it does not say that some things are passed
away, but rather that old things are passed away and all things are become new. Not just the gross sins of life
but all things are become new. And note how positive the statement is: “are passed away … are become new. 

Some years ago after preaching in a fine church, I accompanied the pastor, his wife and teenage daughter to
their home for lunch. On the way, he shared with me what a great change came over his life after he trusted
Christ. To this, I heartily agreed. He then confidently declared, “Old things passed away and all things became
new.”

He was a bit surprised when I confessed that with regard to this final declaration I could not truthfully say the
same. While a truly great change had also come into my life, I had to confess that I still found myself failing far
too often. “I’m sure,” I admitted, “those who know me best notice these things, and then, I know other failures
and failings they may never see.”

Before we reached our destination this dear pastor and his daughter had quite an argument. They went at it “hot
and heavy” for a short while until, finally I said, “Is that what you mean by old things being passed away and all
things having become new?”

Silence reigned for a few moments and then he asked: “Then what does the verse mean?”

It means exactly what it says–but notice what it  does say: “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature, old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” In other words, the Holy Spirit is telling us about
our standing before God. The issue in II Corinthians 5:17  is not our behavior  but rather our  new identity in
Christ.

It is only as we come realize who we are in Christ that this wonderful position can impact our lives the way God
intends.  If  “all  things”  became  new  in  the  details  of  our  walk  the  day  we  were  saved,  much  of  Paul’s
instructions concerning the Christian walk would be meaningless. Take for example Colossians 3:5-9:

“Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 
“For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 
“In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. 



“But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of
your mouth. 
“Lie not one to another …”

Yes, Christ was their life–they were dead, buried and risen with Him (Colossians 2:11,12,20; 3:1,4)–but
observe  again  the  things  that  should  be  put  off:  fornication,  uncleanness,  inordinate  affection  (i.e.,
sensual passion) evil concupiscence (i.e., evil desires), covetousness, anger, wrath (i.e., rage), malice,
blasphemy (i.e., slander), filthy communication, lies.

Are these thing never indulged in by any of the supernaturally regenerated people of God? Sadly, we all
know the answer to such a question.

Alas, if our possession of eternal life and assurance of getting to heaven depended on our not indulging
in these sins surely the only real assurance we could honestly have would be that of being shut out of
God’s heaven–and that forever! The fact that Paul exhorts that these things be mortified and put off is
ample evidence that they will never pass away of their own accord. They must be deliberately laid aside.

And what is the motivation for the Colossians to put away these old activities and replace them with the new?
Colossians 3 goes on to exhort:

“…seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 
“And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that 
created him: 
“Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 
“Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering” (Colossians 3:9,10,12).

We are what we are by the grace of God and all that is required in stewards is faithfulness. Our responsibility is 
simply to live consistently with whom God has already made us in Christ; to allow our true identity in Christ to 
have its intended impact in our walk so that the world about us sees Christ through us. 

The Christian walk is not struggling to bring our state up to our standing –an endless task! Rather ours is to 
simply by faith accept as true, literally, absolutely and instantly, our perfect place in Christ and thus recognize 
and reject as unworthy of our present actual character both our old self and all its workings. 

II Corinthians 5:17 is a declaration of our identity in Christ as members of His Body–the one new man 
(Ephesians 2:15). As our minds are “renewed in knowledge” by an appreciation of the riches of His grace, as 
we refuse to define ourselves by anything other than what God says about us, our walk will be transformed by 
the life of Christ manifesting itself through us. Thus our focus needs to be more and more on Him and less and 
less on what we are doing. Only then will we be “changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord” (II Corinthians 3:18).

In order to more fully appreciate out identification with Jesus Christ we list below some of the marvelous things
which happen the moment a person rests his faith in the finished work of Christ at Calvary. Although this list is 
by no means exhaustive, it does illustrate the completeness of the “all spiritual blessings” which are ours in 
Christ (Colossians 2:10; Ephesians 1:3).

The instant a person trusts in the Lord Jesus Christ he is:



1. Saved by God’s plan, promise and provision (Eph. 2:8,9; II Tim. 1:9-11; Titus 1:2).

2. Crucified with Christ (Gal. 2:20; Col. 2:20).

3.  Dead unto sin and alive unto God (Rom. 6:3-13).

4.  Dead to the law and living under grace (Rom. 6:14; 7:4-6).

5.  Regenerated, quickened, made alive–given eternal life as a present possession (Rom. 5:21; Eph. 2:1,5; I
Tim. 1:16; Titus 3:5,7).

6.  Made nigh unto God (Eph. 2:13).

7. Given unlimited access to God (Eph. 2:18; Rom. 5:2).

8.  A possession of Christ’s (I Cor. 3:23: Gal. 3:29).

9.  A partaker of God’s promise (Eph. 3:6).

10. A recipient of the merits of Christ’s atoning blood (Rom. 3:25; 5:6-11).

11. Justified in God’s sight–declared righteous by faith (Rom. 3:22-26; 4:4,5; 5:1).

12. Reconciled unto God (Rom. 5:10; Eph. 2:16).

13. Redeemed (Rom. 3:24).

14. Totally forgiven all sins (Col. 1:14; 2:13; Rom. 4:6-8; Titus 2:14).

15. Baptized by the Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ (I Cor.12:13,20; Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27,28).

16. Sanctified (Rom. 1:7; I Cor. 1:2, 6:11).

17. Glorified (Rom. 8:30).

18. Unconditionally accepted in Christ (Eph. 1:6).

19. Adopted into the position of Sonship (Eph. 1:5; Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:1-7).

20. Delivered from the power of darkness (Col. 1:13; Acts 26:18; II Cor. 4:6).

21. Translated into the Kingdom of God’s Son (Col. 1:13).

22. Made an heir of God and a joint heir with Christ (Rom. 8:17; Eph. 1:11).

23. A part of the household of God (Eph. 2:19).

24. Sealed with the Holy Spirit as a guarantee of salvation (Eph. 1:14; 4:30; II Cor. 1:22).



25. Made one of God’s peculiar people (Titus 2:14).

26. An object of God’s love and grace (Eph. 2:4; 5:2; 5:5,8).

27. Light in the Lord (Ephesians 5:8-13; I Thess. 5:4-6).

28. An inheritance of God (Eph. 1:18).

29. Given a heavenly position and citizenship (Eph. 2:19; Phil. 3:20).

30. Indwelt by God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:6; Rom. 8:9.10).

31. Made a new creature (II Cor. 5:17; Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10).

32. At peace with God (Rom. 5:1; 15:13).

33. A recipient of Divine Power (Eph. 1:19; Phil. 2:13; I Thess. 2:13).

34. Delivered from wrath to come (I Thess. 1:10; 5:9; Rom. 5:9).

35. Become one of the elect (Eph. 1:4; Col. 3:12; II Thess. 2:13,14).

36. Seated in heavenly places (Eph. 2:6). 

All this–and much more–is what it means to be a new creature in Christ–to have all things new. And, my dear
friend, our identity in Christ is no side issue–it is central to experiencing a genuine Christian walk on a daily
basis. Only as we have a firm grasp on this blessed truth will we have the confidence to walk by faith as the
person God says we are.

The world seeks to have us love ourselves more; religion demands that we love God more; the grace of God
tells us of  God’s love for us–and it  is His love that motivates and empowers otherwise failing creatures to
present ourselves to Him as vessels through which He lives His life. Only then do our lives truly become what
He is doing of Himself. 


