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The Middle Wall of Partition

“For he is our peace, who hath made both one,
and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us.”

Disunity can occur in many ways. The
“middle wall of partition” which stood around Is-
rael’s temple and to which the Apostle Paul here al-
ludes illustrates the tremendous distinction and di-
vision that existed in “time past” between the nation
Israel and the Gentile nations.

Paul identifies this division as two-fold: First
there was the fleshly distinction where social divi-
sion was obvious:

“Wherefore remember, that ye being in time
past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumci-
sion by that which is called the Circumcision in the
flesh made by hands” (Eph. 2:11).

No doubt the emphasis of Paul’s pen was on
“called”™—“called Uncircumcision by that which is
called the Circumcision.” That the term
“uncircumcision” was often used by the Jews as an
insult aimed at the despised and outcast Gentiles
cannot be doubted. It was so thoroughly established
in Jewish thinking as a term of derision that even
young David is heard exclaiming about Goliath:
“who 1s this uncircumcised Philistine, that he
should defy the armies of the living God?” (I Sam.
17:26).

If Israel was guilty of “name calling,” surely
the Gentiles were no better. Notice that Paul identi-
fied Israel as those who are ‘“called the circumci-
sion.” Clearly Gentiles returned the reproach with
equal disdain. Who can miss the sting of mocking
accusation at “being Jews” in Acts 16:20, John 18:35
and elsewhere?

There was, however, something far more im-
portant to Paul than this social division. In “time

—Ephesians 2:14

past” God Himself had made a far more critical dis-
tinction between the Circumcision and Uncircumeci-
sion, between Israel and the Gentiles. Ephesians
2:12 records this:

“That at that time ye were without Christ, being
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and
without God in the world.”

Israel had a clear advantage while the Gen-
tiles were at an equally distinct disadvantage. The
religious and spiritual disadvantage of the Gentiles
is simply unmistakable.

Place Romans 9:4,5 alongside Ephesians
2:11,12 and this is set in bold relief:

ISRAEL’'S ADVANTAGE GENTILES’ DISADVANTAGE
(Rom. 9:4,5) (Eph. 2:11,12)

1. “Who are Israelites” (v.4) 1. “Gentiles” (v.11)

2. “The adoption” (v.4) 2. “Uncircumcised” (v.11)

3. To whom Christ Came (v.5) 3. “Without Christ” (v.12)

4. “Whose are the fathers” (v.5) 4. “Aliens from the common-

wealth of Israel (v.12)
. The Covenants and 5. “Strangers from the
the Law (v. 4) covenants” (v.12)
. The service of God (v. 4) . “Without God” (v. 12)
. The Promises (v. 4) . “Having no hope” (v. 12).
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In “Time Past” God Himself had made an abso-
lute difference between Jews and Gentiles. “But
Now!”

“But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were
far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

“For he is our peace, who hath made both one,
and hath broken down the middle wall of partition be-
tween us;

“Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the



law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to
make in himself of twain one new man, so making
peace” (Eph. 2:13-15).

The Jews had enclosed the inner portion of
their temple with a “middle wall of partition” and
they jealously guarded it. Paul was all too familiar
with this fact, for it explains the reaction he received
in Acts 21:28-30. Luke records that when the Jews
saw Paul in their temple, “they laid hands on him”
and

“Crying out, Men of Israel, help: This is the
man, that teacheth all men every where against the
people, and the law, and this place: and further brought
Greeks also into the temple, and hath polluted this holy
place.

“(For they had seen before with him in the city
Trophimus an Ephesian, whom they supposed that
Paul had brought into the temple.)

“‘And all the city was moved, and the people
ran together: and they took Paul, and drew him out of
the temple: and forthwith the doors were shut.”

According to the International Standard Bible
Encyclopedia, a century ago excavation at the tem-
ple site unearthed portions of this wall and discov-
ered this inscription: “No man of another nation is to
enter within the fence and enclosure round the Tem-
ple. Whoever is caught will have himself to blame
that his death ensues.”

This wall, of course, only stood as a testimony to
the divinely ordained barrier that separated Jew
and Gentile. “In the flesh” there was bitter hatred
and enmity such as could never be excused. But be-
fore God there was a distinction too, for it was God
Himself who had erected the real “middle wall of
partition” that separated Jew and Gentile—“the
covenant of circumcision” (Acts 7:8).

Romans 1 succinctly demonstrates that the Gen-
tile’s alienation was their own doing. There Paul
presents the sad history of rebellion, evil thinking
and self-will that resulted in the three-fold declara-
tion:

“Wherefore God also gave them up...” (v. 24)
“For this cause God gave them up...” (v. 26)
“God gave them over...” (v. 28).

As a wise old preacher once said, “Light rejected
becomes lightning!” Thus God cast away the nations
of the earth and turned to one solitary figure:

“Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy fa-
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ther’s house, unto a land that | will show thee:

“And | will make of thee a great nation, and | will
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt
be a blessing:

“And | will bless them that bless thee, and curse
him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of
the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:1-3).

Abram obeyed God and when he was 99 years
old, God changed his name to Abraham and erected
His “middle wall of partition.” Genesis 17:4-14 re-
cords the event:

“As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and
thou shalt be a father of many nations.

“Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram,
but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many
nations have | made thee.

“And | will make thee exceeding fruitful, and | will
make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.

“And | will establish my covenant between me and
thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy
seed after thee.

“And | will give unto thee, and to thy seed after
thee, and the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the
land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and |
will be their God.

“And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my
covenant therefore, thou , and thy seed after thee in
their generations.

“This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, be-
tween me and you and thy seed after thee: EVERY
MAN CHILD AMONG YOU SHALL BE VIRCUM-
CISED.

“AND YE SHALL CIRCUMCISE THE FLESH OF
YOUR FORESKIN; AND IT SHALL BE A TOKEN OF
THE COVENANT BETWIXT ME AND YOU.

“And he that is eight days old shall be circum-
cised among you, every man child in your generations,
he that is born in the house, or bought with money of
any stranger, which is not of thy seed.

“He that is born in thy house, and he that is
bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised:
and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlast-
ing covenant.

“And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh
of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut
off from his people; he hath broken my covenant.”

Now there were to be two peoples in the
world: the Circumcision and the Uncircumecision.

Sometime later the Law was “added” (Gal.
3:19) and the distinctions were strengthened and
fortified. We are plainly told that the Gentiles “have
not the law” (Rom. 2:14). The Covenant of the Law
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was made just with Israel, and that covenant and
those laws made Israel a distinct and different peo-
ple in the earth. Moses reminded them of this as
they prepared to enter the promised land:

“Behold, | have taught you statutes and judg-
ments, even as the Lord my God commanded me, that
ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it.

“Keep therefore and do them; for this is your
wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the na-
tions, which shall hear all these statues, and say,
Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding
people.

“For WHAT NATION IS THERE SO GREAT,
WHO HATH GOD SO NIGH UNTO THEM, as the Lord
our God is in all things that we call upon him for?

“And what nation is there so great, that hath
statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law,
which | set before you this day?” (Deut. 4:5-8).

This priority given to Israel in the purposes
of God explains much that otherwise is baffling
about our Lord’s earthly ministry. Many a preacher
and personal worker, for example, have quoted Luke
19:10—but few there are who know or quote the
whole statement made by Christ:

“And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation
come to this house, FORSOMUCH AS HE ALSO IS A
SON OF ABRAHAM,

“For the Son of man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost” (Luke 19:9,10).

And how are we to explain our Lord’s refusal
even to answer the Gentile woman of Matthew 15:22
-24, while Himself pleading the case of the woman in
Luke 13:16 because she was “a daughter of Abra-
ham” How 1s this to be explained except to recog-
nize that the Gentiles were on the “wrong side” of
the middle wall of partition?

An often overlooked verse in the Book of
John is no less clear:

“...we know what we worship: FOR SALVA-
TION IS OF THE JEWS” (John 4:22).

And what were Gentiles to do? God had cove-
nanted with Abraham: “In thy seed shall all the na-
tions of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 22:18). Gentile
blessing, then, could only be through their submis-
sion to Israel and her privileged position. Go back
and read Matthew 15:22-28 again and see that this
is exactly the order ultimately followed by this Gen-
tile lady—and which Christ sovereignly honored.

That this order was no less true after the
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cross is clear from the record of the Book of Acts. At
Pentecost, three times Peter identified his intended
audience:

“...Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at
Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my
words:”

“Ye men of Israel, hear these words...”

“Therefore let all the house of Israel know as-
suredly....” (Acts 2:14,22,36).

Standing on Solomon’s porch, Peter cries to
his nation:

“Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the
covenant which God made with our fathers, saying
unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of
the earth be blessed.

“Unto you first God, having raised up his Son
Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one
of you from his iniquities” (Acts 3:25,26).

In fact, as late as Acts 11:19 we are told:

“Now they which were scattered abroad upon
the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as
far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching
the word TO NONE BUT UNTO THE JEWS ONLY.”

Some thoughtful reader will ask, “But didn’t we
just read Paul say that the middle wall has been
broken down? Didn’t he declare that the law has
been ‘abolished’ and that Christ had made ‘peace’?”
Ah, yes indeed, Paul does say this and much more.
But remember: It is not until we come to Paul and
his message that we learn all this.

The “But Now” of Ephesians 2:13 is the same
as the “But Now” in passages like:

“Whereof | am made a minister, according to
the dispensation of God which is given to me for you,
to fulfil the word of God;

“Even THE MYSTERY WHICH HATH BEEN
HID FROM AGES AND FROM GENERATIONS, BUT
NOW IS MADE MANIFEST TO HIS SAINTS” (Col.
1:25,26).

“Now to him that is of power of stablish you
according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the MYSTERY
WHICH WAS KEPT SECRET SINCE THE WORLD
BEGAN,

“BUT NOW IS MADE MANIFEST, and by the
scriptures of the prophets, according to the command-
ment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations
for the obedience of faith” (Rom. 16:25,26).

It is Paul who declares: “But now the righteous-
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ness of God without the law is manifested” (Rom. Grace School Of the Bible
3:21), that there is “no difference between the Jew

and the Greek” (Rom. 10:12; 3:22); that in Christ Je- If you desire to be a serious student of the
sus “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither Bible, GSB might just be what you've been looking
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye for. We are able to offer extension classes through

are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). It is Paul | the use of DVDs, allowing you to study at your own
who gives us this message, declaring that in the | Paceand scheduling demands.

Body of Christ “there is neither Greek nor Jew, cir- Our unique curriculum base follows the
cumecision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, Edification Design set forth by the Apostle Paul and
bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all” (Col. is structured so as to mature and equip students for
3:11) the work of the ministry in whatever area they may
e choose.
It is to Paul that this blessed message of “the Write for a free catalog or call us at
mystery” was revealed—and through him to us! 888.535.2300 to speak to someone in person.

Thus it is Paul who writes:

“For he is our peace, who hath made both one,

. . New teaching album:
and hath broken down the middle wall of partition be-

tween us; .
“Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even The Mug' Wump Version
the law of commandments contained in ordinances, for
to make in himself of twain one new man, so making Don’t know what a Mug-Wump is? It’s a com-
peace; promiser, sitting on a fence with his mug on one side and
“And that he might reconcile both unto God in | Wwump on the other! And that’s just what the New King
one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: James Version is all about—at heart it is a compromiser’s
“And came and preached peace to you which Bible. These three frank studies by Richard Jordan iden-
were afar off, and them that were nigh. tify just what lays at the foundation of this attempt to de-

“For through him we both have access by one | ceive with a cross-over version.
Spirit unto the Father” (Eph. 2:14-18).

PRICE:
DVD or CD (specify which): $10
This is the heart of his special message and mp3: $5
why it is so dear to us today. No longer must we be- ORDER FROM:
long to a special family, follow a certain religion, The Grace Journal

Charge card: call 888.535.2300

perform prescribed exercises in ceremonial correct-

ness. No longer must we fear being “too far gone,”
too far off, too deeply sin-stained. Now, even the sim- Hot Button Issues
plest believers who know that Christ died for them,

that He alone is their peace and life, can know for Ten “hot button” topics which divide, confuse

sure they are saygd and haye personal access to God and alienate people who desire to follow the Bible are
and are fellow citizens of His household. answered in a way that your faith can rest in a clear,
All we need today to go to God is simple faith 1ntelllgent undt?rstandlng of F}od’s rightly divided word.
in Christ. Teachings by Richard Jordan:
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have é ;Vh?an?;s ‘11,11‘? Pau;giTsagTee?
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 3 Sﬁggﬁfwe"sﬁsﬁn Tongues?
“By whom also we have access by faith into 4. Does God Want Me To Tithe?
this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 5. Once Saved, Always Saved?
glory of God” (Rom. 51 12’)_ 6.  Should We Keep the Sabbath?
7. Does God Want Me Well?
8. Dueling Commissions
THE SUREST WAY WE KNOW 9. Dueling Bible Versions

10. Does Prayer Make a Difference?

to help others come to know “the wonderful message of BONUS: The World’s Most Dangerous Doctrine

the wonderful grace of God” is to get that message out PRICE: $18 (specify DVD or CD)
to greater numbers. It is the special focus of this minis- mp3: $5

try to do just that. Will you join us in prayer as we con-

tinue to reach out into the market place with the mes- ORDER FROM:

f ine 1 h h
sage of grace and determine in your heart what part The Grace Journal

o
you should have in it? Charge Card call: 888.535.2300
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Join us for our

Summer Family
Bible Conference

July 9-14, 2016

A Vacation with an Eternal Purpose!
LOCATION:

Pheasant Run Resort
4051 E. Main Street (Hwy 64)
St, Charles, IL 60174

THEME:

The God Factor

As the facade of cultural Christianity in
which many of us grew up has vanished, biblical
Christianity is beginning to stand out in ways it has-
n’t in our lifetime. The more that Bible believers en-
deavor to speak and live according to God’s word, the
more we are being labeled extremist and intolerant.
Truly, we are aliens!

The flow of anti-Christian values flooding into
our culture means life just got harder for anyone who
really does want to follow God’s word. This chaotic
river of culture is surging headlong over the brink,
carrying away even believers by the millions. For
those, however, who are ready to dig in and hang on,
the key to surviving this onslaught and being pre-
pared to extend a helping hand to those who are
drowning is found in The God Factor!

Reading through Paul’s epistles you quickly
learn he lived and ministered in a world much like
today. Take the church at Corinth as an example:

After preaching the gospel in the local syna-
gogue, Paul relocated next door and the church at
Corinth soon developed into a mixture of former
Jews—raised in their “Hebrew home-school co-ops”—
and formerly pagan Gentiles—who had worshipped
the wrong gods, practiced unspeakable sinful perver-
sions and lived without any real knowledge of the
God of the Bible. When we talk of sinful backgrounds
and diverse cultures, Paul’s ministry faced a world
much like ours has become!

The Grace Journal

His first letter to the Corinthians finds him
responding to questions that newly converted pagans
had; questions that people from sinful backgrounds
and diverse cultures have after they have become be-
lievers in the Lord Jesus Christ. Questions that seem
to come off the front page of current newspapers or
social media: Could a Christian be gay? Can a be-
liever have sex with his dad’s (hopefully, second)
wife? Can we divide our time between Christian
church and pagan temples to embrace a more inclu-
sive spirituality? Can a boyfriend and girlfriend live
together if they aren’t married? Can a Christian man
dress up like a woman? If you're low on funds, can
you sue a fellow Christian, or enter into shady busi-
ness deals? Is it okay to get drunk and party hard at
small group meetings?

As “the apostle to the Gentiles,” Paul was the
one God chose to help untangle all these Gentile
knots. He brought The God Factor to bear on a world
“fast bound in sin and nature’s night.”

We have much to rejoice in—and to live for.
We should never forget that the most potent force in
any culture is the God’s word working in and through
His people!

We are planning a special week of edification
and encouragement. Sound teaching, exciting activi-
ties, opportunities for fellowship all make this an
event that will have lasting results for your whole
family?

Get off your couch, get your Bible and join us
for a vacation with an eternal purpose! It is going to
be a time of edification, refreshing and fellowship you
don’t want to miss! Ya’ll come!!

Check further details at the conference page
on Gracelmpact.org.

Watch and Pray for

Forgotten Truths
Nationally on:

Saturday at 9:00 p.m.ET
DirecTV Channel 367 (WHT)

Sunday at midnight ET
DISH Network Channel 82 (FETV)
U-Verse Channel 578 (FETV)

For local listings, check ForgottenTruths.com
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New Teaching album:

Inside Out!

Have you ever wondered just what makes you
‘tick” inside? What emotional pain was really all about—
and how to deal with it? How to cleanse your heart from
haunting memories? Why God’s word sometimes seems
not to work in your life, even when you try to trust it?
You'll find help for these and many other questions in this
teaching by Richard Jordan from his Sunday morning pul-
pit ministry.
TITLES:
Inside Out!
The Default Is Faith
The War Within
The Strength Within

PRICE:
DVD or CD (specify which): $15
Mp3: $5
ORDER FROM
The Grace Journal
Charge card orders: 888.535.2300

Watch and Pray for

Forgotten Truths

Nationally on:
DirecTV
DISH Network
AT&T U-Verse

See page 5 for times and channels

DID YOU KNOW? If you don’t have satellite TV or live in a
locale where Forgotten Truths is aired, you can still watch live
on Saturday at 9:00 p.m. ET on the World Harvest Network
web site: www.lesea.com.

Join us for our

Summer Family

Grace Conference
July 9-14, 2016

LOCATION:

Pheasant Run Resort
4051 E Main St (Hwy 64)
St Charles, IL 60174

THEME:

The God Factor

Gathering in a family-friendly, comfortable setting,
this is your opportunity for the whole family to enjoy a week
of fellowship around the clear exposition of God’s word,
rightly divided. See page 5 for more information.

There is no charge for the conference, but if you
need housing you should contact our office immediately.
Room rate is $100 for up to four per room, including all
taxes. A great deal in itself!

Contact us at 888.535.2300
Or
Info@graceimpact.org
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I was once a poor lost sinner,
Like all the human race;
I heard God’s saving message,
Salvation all by grace:
I received by faith the Savior,
Who put my sins away;
Now I’m saved forever
From the sinner’s judgment day.

—Pastor J.C. O’Hair

UPCOMING CONFERENCES where the editor will be speaking:

June 3-5:  Seattle, WA (Alex Kurz)

June 12-18: Florida Grace Camp (Des Strydom)
June 24-26: Sacramento, CA (John Verstegen and Alex Kurz)
July 9-11: St Charles, IL

Aug. 25-27: Billings, MT (Alex Kurz)

Sept. 9-11: Ridge Farm, IL

Sept. 23-25: Rockaway Beach, OR

Sept. 26:  Seattle, WA

Oct. 7-9:  Washington, ME

Oct. 14-16: LaFollette, TN

Oct. 16: Maryville, TN

Nov. 11-13: Concord, NC

Nov. 25-27: Slidell, LA

For details watch Gracelmpact.org or call us at 888.535.2300

REMEMBER: You can hear Richard Jordan and Alex Kurz live
each Sunday at 9:30 & 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m.; Wed. 7:30 p.m. at
Gracelmpact.org.




