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           While on the cross our Lord spoke only seven 

times. This fact alone makes these statements of 

eminent value. The "sayings" naturally classify 

themselves into three groups: three are found only 

in the book of Luke; three are recorded only by John; 

one is found only in Matthew and Mark.  

 

Beyond these apparent groupings, there is a 

fascinating progression in their order of occurrence. 

The first three are oriented to dispensational issues 

surrounding the cross. The central statement 

reaches into the depths of the suffering of the cross. 

Then the last three illustrate the sufficiency of what 

Christ accomplished at Calvary. 

 

Another thing to notice is that all seven 

statements were direct fulfillment of Scripture. As 

such, they demonstrate the place the word of God 

held in the life of the Lord Jesus Christ. It was 

Scripture that was on His mind as He “endured the 

cross.” He was thinking through the verses that ap-

plied to him, keeping His mind fixed on His Father's 

plan. 

 

THE MIND OF CHRIST 
 

This is what Paul is pointing to when he 

writes: 

 
"LET THIS MIND BE IN YOU, WHICH WAS ALSO IN 

CHRIST JESUS:  
Who, being in the form of God, thought it not rob-

bery to be equal with God:  
But made himself of no reputation, and took upon 

him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men.  

And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross"  (Phil. 2:5-8). 

By saying, "Let this mind be in you," Paul 

was not referring to the Jewish program under 

which Christ was living. Rather, he was pointing to 

Christ's mindset toward that program. It was the 

mindset Christ had toward the word of God that led 

Him to be obedient unto the death of the cross. 

 

This should encourage us! As believers our 

thinking process should follow the same kind of un-

derstanding that Christ had about where He stood 

in the program of God—He knew what the Father 

had given him to do and He had such confidence in 

God's word that it enabled Him to "endured the 

cross, despising the shame" (Heb. 12:2). 

 

 

FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT 
 

           One more thing: the Lord Jesus is an illustra-

tion of one who is totally "filled with the Spirit." Con-

sider John 3:34,  

 
           "For he [Christ] whom God hath sent speaketh the 
words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto 
him." 

 

           Jesus Christ is the only person who ever 

walked this planet who was absolutely, unreserv-

edly, without any measure, filled with the Spirit. If 

you want to see someone filled with the Spirit, look 

at Him (cf. Luke 4:18)! 

 

           Now, what does it mean to be "filled with the 

Spirit"? Let's compare two passages for a moment: 

 

           "And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but 
be filled with the Spirit" (Eph. 5:18). 
            
           "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis-
dom. . ." (Col. 3:16). 
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          After talking about being filled with the Spirit, 

the Ephesians passage goes on to describe 

the results of being Spirit filled (chapters 5 and 6). If 

you compare Colossians 3:16 and following, you will 

see that the same results come from the word of 

Christ dwelling in you richly.  

 

           We know that when A equals B, and B equals 

C, then A equals C. So, if being filled with the Spirit 

(A) produces certain results (B), and the word of 

Christ dwelling in you (C) produces the same results 

(B), then we know these are synonymous terms. 

They are two different ways to describe the same 

thing, thus explaining and amplifying each other. 

 

           So, being filled with the Spirit has to do with 

the word of God dwelling in you, controlling your 

thinking process, so that by faith you can stand on 

the truth of the identity that God has given you in 

Christ.   

 

We see all this in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

thus each time He spoke from the cross it was based 

on fulfilling Scriptures. 

 

 

A FURTHER REVELATION 
 

 Before briefly examining these seven sayings 

we should remember that even though these events 

were prophesied, and the Lord Jesus was con-

sciously fulfilling Scripture in each one, yet there 

was a depth of meaning to these events that was not 

as yet revealed. In fact, it was not until after the res-

urrection that even the Twelve understood these 

events to be what Scripture had foretold (see Luke 

24:44,45; cf. 18:31-34).  

 

 In this regard, we would do well to remem-

ber the declaration of the Apostle Paul in I Corin-

thians 2:7-8,  

 

 “But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, 
even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the 
world unto our glory: 
 “Which none of the princes of this world knew: 
FOR HAD THEY KNOWN IT, THEY WOULD NOT HAVE CRUCI-
FIED THE LORD OF GLORY.” 
 

So, while the events themselves had long 

been prophesied, God had a very good reason to keep 

the full meaning of these events hidden, only to ulti-

mately be revealed in “the preaching of Jesus Christ 

according to the revelation of the mystery, which was 

kept secret since the world began, but now is made 

manifest”—and that through the revelation given to 

and through the Apostle Paul (Rom. 16:25,  26, Eph. 

3:1-9, Col. 1:24-27).  

 

 

WORDS OF SALVATION AND SECURITY 
 

           The first time Christ spoke from the cross is 

recorded in Luke 23:34,  

 
           "Then said Jesus, FATHER, FORGIVE THEM; FOR THEY 
KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO…." 

 

           In Isaiah 53:12 we read that one of the things 

Messiah was to do in connection with His death was 

to "make intercession for the transgressors."  

 

 Notice the first word in verse 34 

is "then." This pronouncement took place when they 

had done their worst by hanging Him on a cross.  

 

Instead of stoning Him, as the Jewish man-

ner would have been, they instigated Roman partici-

pation so He could be hanged on a tree because 

Scripture said, "For he that is hanged is accursed of 

God" (Deut. 21:23; Gal. 3:13). They didn't simply 

want Him dead, they wanted Him cut off and de-

clared to be cursed by God. It was at that moment, 

in matchless love and grace, Jesus prayed, "Father, 

forgive them," just as Isaiah 53:12 promised. 

 

 And this intercession carries a remark-

able dispensational significance in that it resulted in 

an extension of mercy to His wayward nation, allow-

ing for a renewed opportunity of repentance to be 

offered to them in the early Acts period. In other 

words, this was a word of salvation for a rebellious 

nation! 

 

           The second saying comes in Luke 23:43, 

 

           "And Jesus said unto him, VERILY I SAY UNTO THEE, 
TO DAY SHALT THOU BE WITH ME IN PARADISE."         

 

           The thief had made what can only be called a 

clear profession of faith: he dramatically separated 

himself from the revilers, he knew about the coming 

Kingdom and the opportunity to be resurrected into 

it—and that Christ was the "door." These words of 

salvation to a repentant believer from the lips of the 

Messiah must have been wonderful to hear! And 

here again, Christ is fulfilling Scripture, for Isaiah 

53:12 declared that He would be "numbered with the 

transgressors." 
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           And, again, there is a wider dispensational 

significance here, as the Lord's response makes it 

clear that the fundamental issue in becoming a part 

of His "little flock" was faith in Him as Israel's Mes-

siah. This pronouncement contained words of the 

assurance of salvation for the believing remnant, 

His Little Flock (Luke 12:32).  

            

His next words address His mother and the 

"disciple whom Jesus loved."  

 

           "When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the dis-
ciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, 
WOMAN, BEHOLD THY SON!  
 “Then saith he to the disciple, BEHOLD THY 
MOTHER! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his 
own home" (John 19:26, 27). 

 

 Here we see the fulfillment of Isaiah 

52:13's "Behold, my servant shall deal prudently," as 

He deals wisely, prudently making plans regarding 

the details of life; dealing with them carefully while 

suffering in agony. But there is, again, an interest-

ing dispensational thought here: 

 

           By addressing His mother as "Woman," He 

focuses on her status as "the seed of the woman" and 

a representative of her nation. Placing her in the 

care of John foretells the role the Twelve were to 

play as caretakers of His nation. Thus, not only were 

there words of salvation from the Savior but also 

this word of security! 

 

           These first three sayings focus on the dispen-

sational setting associated with the cross: first, there 

were words of salvation for His unbelieving nation, 

an extension of the opportunity of repentance; then 

there were words of salvation demonstrating how 

a believing remnant could take advantage of the of-

fer of mercy and assuring them of their part in the 

coming Kingdom; lastly, there were words of secu-

rity, placing His nation into the watch care of that 

very Little Flock where they were to look for safety. 

 

 

WORDS OF SUFFERING 
 

The central word from the cross took place 

amidst a "darkness that could be felt."  

            

           "Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over 
all the land unto the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, ELI, ELI, LAMA SA-
BACHTHANI? that is to say MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST 
THOU FORSAKEN ME?" (Matt. 27:45, 46, cf. Mark 15:34).  

 

           As Jesus Christ hung there in those hours of 

darkness, He loudly cried out so that there could be 

no question about what was taking place in that 

darkness: He directly quoted Psalm 22:1. The first 

half of this Psalm is a description of the events of the 

cross, and the answer to His question is given in the 

words of verse 3, "Thou art holy." 

 

           It was in that darkness that "God made Him 

to be sin for us" (II Cor. 5:21). In those agonizing mo-

ments, God set forth His Son to be the propitiation 

for our sin (Rom. 3:25), to bear the eternal, everlast-

ing and infinite consequences of our sin. He "bare 

our sins in His own body on the tree" (I Pet. 2:24) 

and “put away sin by the sacrifice of himself” (Heb. 

9:26). 

 

 Isaiah 53 tells us “the Lord laid on him the 

iniquity of us all” and “he shall see the travail of his 

soul and shall be satisfied” (vs. 6, 11). It was in these 

dark moments that our Lord was literally experienc-

ing the transformation in His soul that is “the second 

death.” 

 

           Amazingly, in those moments a meeting place 

being prepared between a holy God and sinful man, 

in the person and through the blood of His Son dy-

ing "the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to 

God” (I Pet. 3:18). 

 

 There is no other moment in human history 

like this one, save the empty tomb.  

 

 

WORDS OF SUFFICIENCY 
 

 After the darkness lifted, there are three 

more words from the cross. These three demonstrate 

the sufficiency of what was being accomplished. The 

fifth saying comes in John 19:28,  

 
           "After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now 
accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I 
THIRST." 

 

 This is a direct reference to Psalm 

69:21, "They gave me also gall for my meat; and in 

my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink."     

            

           When He said, "I thirst," it was evidence of 

the depths of His physical suffering. Psalm 22 

speaks of Him being "dried up." All the moisture had 

gone out of His body because of the intense suffer-

ing. But there is more here. 
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           Notice that little positive statement, "Jesus 

knowing that all things were now accom-

plished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I 

thirst." Not Scriptures, plural; not all that God ever 

said, but rather the Scripture—this specific one in 

Psalm 69:21 needed to be fulfilled.  

 

           He said, "I thirst," so that they would give 

Him vinegar to drink because Psalm 69:21 said they 

would! The Psalm doesn't say He would speak those 

words; it simply said they would provide him with 

vinegar to drink. He says this to cause them to do 

what the Scripture said they would do! 

 

           This is clear evidence that He was in complete 

control of His conscious faculties, so much so that in 

the midst of what He was experiencing He was 

thinking through all the verses of prophetic Scrip-

ture! He was not going to allow even one detail to be 

overlooked. 

 

           Then comes the grand pronouncement of John 

19:30, 
 

            "When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he 
said, IT IS FINISHED: and he bowed his head, and gave up 
the ghost." 
 

 Thus He turns the tragedy of Calvary into 

triumph. The work is done, the suffering is over, the 

payment is made.  
 

He was not saying that all prophecies were 

fulfilled. There were more to come, for in the very 

next verses of John 19 the warning about His bones 

not being broken was to be fulfilled. No, He is saying 

that there is an end to sin—He has "put away sin by 

the sacrifice of Himself." The propitiation is com-

pleted; the work finished, so He bows His head and 

dismisses His spirit. 
 

Do you realize the significance of that simple 

act of bowing his head? His head wasn't hanging 

down on His chest; it was erect. He was not swoon-

ing away. He was totally conscious of what was hap-

pening: His head was erect, His mind was alert and 

when the work was finished, He said so! 
 

There is reference here again to Psalm 22. 

This time to its conclusion. The Psalmist set out de-

tails surrounding the cross and the resurrection (vs. 

1-22), followed by the Kingdom to be established (vs. 

23-31). The closing verse, in essence, declaring, "It is 

done. It is accomplished"—"He hath done this." 

 

           This gives rise to His final statement, where 

He simply quotes Psalm 31:5, 

 

           "And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he 
said, FATHER, INTO THY HANDS I COMMEND MY SPIRIT: and 
having said thus, he gave up the ghost" (Luke 23:46). 

 

           The fact is that no one would have been able 

to kill the Lord Jesus. They could have taken His 

rich red blood out of His body, and it would not have 

affected Him at all—for He is life! He voluntarily 

chose death; he was "obedient unto death;” He would 

“lay down” His life—it was His faith in His Father's 

plan that caused him to dismiss His spirit. 

            

 Don't fail to notice that the first word he ut-

tered from the cross was "Father." Likewise, the last 

thing he said started with "Father." Thus was the 

intimacy they share: "God was in Christ reconciling 

the world unto Himself."  

 

These seven sayings from the cross reveal 

the "mind of Christ" that Paul encourages us to pos-

sess. Just as He consciously, by faith, chose to walk 

in the understanding of the doctrine that applied to 

each situation, even so we can say with Paul, "I live 

by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 

gave himself for me" (Gal. 2:20). 

 

           Remember: Jesus Christ gave His life for us 

at Calvary, so that He could give His life to us when 

we trust Him, so that He might live His 

life through us as we daily walk by faith in an intel-

ligent understanding of His word to us. 
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THE SUREST WAY WE KNOW 
 

to help others come to know “the wonderful message of 

the wonderful grace of God” is to get that message out 

to greater numbers. It is the special focus of this minis-

try to do just that. Will you join us in prayer as we con-

tinue to reach out into the market place with the mes-

sage of grace and determine in your heart what part 

you should have in it? 
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Listen to the Complete Series: 
 

Listening To Jesus Die: 
THE SEVEN SAYINGS FROM THE CROSS 

 

 Richard Jordan takes a unique look at the dispensa-

tional, doctrinal and devotional content of our Savior’s pro-

nouncements from the cross. This is one of Richard’s personal 

favorite studies.  
TITLES: 

Listening to Jesus Die 
Words of Salvation 

Words of Suffering 

Words of Sufficiency 

The Silence of the Lamb 
 

PRICE: $18 
(Specify CD or DVD) 

ORDER FROM:  The Grace Journal 
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A Life Changing Study:  

 

Eternal Glory 
 

     These studies about  the details  of the exaltation of the 

Lord Jesus Christ in “the ages to come” have  proven life-

transforming for many. If you have ever wondered what 

members of the Body of Christ will be doing in the ages to 

come, in this ten-part series by Richard Jordan you’ll  dis-

cover answers that will  bring joy and assurance to your 

heart. 
 

TITLES INCLUDE: 
 

What Is God Really Doing?  
The Believer and Outer Space 

Heaven & Earth 

The Heavenly Kingdom 
The Dynaspheres 

The Glory of the God of Glory 

Salvation Plus 
 

CD or DVD: $18 
 

Order from The Grace Journal 
Charge card orders call 888.535.2300 
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Prayer:  
the Grace Alternative 

  
Have you noticed how much the apostle Paul 

writes about prayer? Yet prayer seems such an elusive 
topic for even long-time believers.  This study by Rich-
ard Jordan from the pulpit of Shorewood Bible Church 
addresses prayer in a 3-D fashion: dispensationally, 
doctrinally and devotionally; providing answers to 
making this imperative asset a living reality for even 
the simplest believer. One listener commented, “These 
studies have opened my eyes to truth that has trans-
formed my life!” They can do the same for you! 

  

TITLES: 

  

It’s Time to Pray! 
When Prayer Doesn’t Work 

Are You Reading the Wrong Prayer Letters? 
Helping Our Infirmities 

What Does God Expect Me to Say? 
When God Answers Our Prayers 

Why Pray for Me? 
Turn Your Worries Into Prayers! 

  
Available in CD or DVD 

PRICE: $18 
  

ORDER FROM The Grace Journal 
                  Charge card orders call 888.535.2300  

Are We Looking for You? 
 

 When we hear people declare, “I just do it religiously!” 

we understand they mean they are doing something  out of habit, 

without thinking about it. Interestingly, this is exactly what most 

do at church every week. In the average church you can leave 

your brain at the door because you will not need it in the service! 

And that is not simply wrong, it is dangerous!   

 

 Grace School of the Bible will separate you from the 

pack by establishing you in sound doctrine and providing an-

swers for your questions about  the Bible and life. You see, GSB 

is purposely different.  

 

 First, our curriculum follows the specific design for 

edification set forth by the apostle Paul. Standard Bible College 

and Bible Institute training is organized around Systematic The-

ology—which is based on the methodology of Scholasticism. 

This failure to follow Paul’s pattern has resulted in the repeated 

apostasy that fills church history.  

 

 Another feature is that we make classes available 

through distant learning, which allows them to fit into our stu-

dents’ own scheduling demands.  

 

 We are looking for soldiers who have the  courage and 

character to be pioneers in preaching Jesus Christ according to 

the revelation of the mystery.  If you are willing to invest your 

time and learn the material that GSB makes available; and if you 

have the desire to be doing the work of the ministry by seeing 

souls saved and saints edified, then contact us.  Call our office at 

888.535.2300; check more information at graceimpact.org or 

write us here at P.O. Box 97, Bloomingdale, IL 60108. 

 

 NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
  

 FORGOTTEN TRUTHS CONTINUES TO BEAR 
FRUIT and we want to welcome our new readers. In spite 
of the turmoil, uncertainties and close-downs we are 
reaching a potential national audience of over 75 million 
households each week. See the info on page 6 and check 
it out at ForgottenTruths.com. 
 

 OUR DAILY AND WEEKLY RADIO PRO-
GRAMS continue to be available at GraceImpact.org. If 
they do not air in your area, join us via the website! Click 
the Ministries tab. 
 

 THE REGULAR SERVICES of Shorewood Bible 
Church are broadcast live over the Internet each week.  
You can hear Richard Jordan and Alex Kurz Sundays at 
9:30 & 10:45 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.; on Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. (CT).  Simply go to GraceImpact.org and click on at 
the appropriate time.  We have folks from around the 
world joining us each week, so ya’ll come!  If you are in 
the Chicago area, you can attend Shorewood in person at 
1900 Hicks Road, Rolling Meadows, IL 60008.  For info 
call 888.535.2300.  
 

 THE RESTRICTIONS OF THE PAST YEAR 
have caused special challenges, especially financially. 
With no large “backers” or  financial resources we are 
dependent on the faithful support of friends who want 
others to hear the  message of grace. We thank God for 
our friends who partner with us in this campaign  “to make 
all men see.”  
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Watch and Pray for  

Forgotten Truths 
 

Nationally on: 

 DirecTV 

DISH Network 

AT&T U-Verse 
 

See ForgottenTruths.com for times and channels 
 

 If you do not have satellite TV or live in an area 

where Forgotten Truths is not aired locally, you can still 

watch live on Saturday at 9:00 p.m.ET on the World Harvest 

Network web site: www.lesea.com. 

Hot Button Issues 
 

 Ten “hot button” topics which divide, confuse 

and alienate people who desire to follow the Bible are 

answered in a way that your faith can rest in a clear, 

intelligent  understanding of God’s rightly divided word.  

Teachings by Richard Jordan: 
 

1. Why James and Paul Disagree? 
2. Baptism: Religious TNT 

3. Should We Speak In Tongues? 

4. Does God Want Me To Tithe? 
5. Once Saved, Always Saved? 

6. Should We Keep the Sabbath? 

7. Does God Want Me Well? 
8. Dueling Commissions 

9. Dueling Bible Versions 

10. Does Prayer Make a Difference? 
BONUS: The World’s Most Dangerous Doctrine 

 

PRICE: $18 (specify DVD or CD) 
mp3: $5 

 
ORDER FROM: 

 

The Grace Journal 

Charge Card call: 888.535.2300 

 

Make Plans to Attend Our 
 

Summer Family  

Bible Conference 
 

July 17-22, 2021 
 

LOCATION: 

Shorewood Bible Church 
1900 Hicks Road 

Rolling Meadows, Illinois 

 

 Due to current restrictions, we will be using 

the campus of Shorewood Bible Church for our meet-

ings and  a nearby hotel for lodging.   
 

 This is a conference for the whole family, so 

make plans now to  enjoy the fellowship around the 

word. We anticipate an epic time being able to once 

again gather  together to rejoice in the message of 

God’s wonderful grace.  
 

 Watch GraceImpact.org for further details, 

but put those dates on  your calendar now!  
  

A VACATION WITH AN ETERNAL PURPOSE! 

 

Amazonsmile:  

You shop. Amazon donates. 
 

 Visit smile.amazon.com (be sure to put the “smile” 
first!) and select Grace Impact Ministries as your charity and 
start shopping! Amazon will donate .5% of the transaction 
(from their profit) automatically! That does sound like some-
thing to smile about! 

 

Satan’s Strategies 
 

 In “this present evil world” it is important to 

grasp the “wiles of the devil” and comprehend how he 

exercises his reign as “the god of this world.” These 

studies by Richard Jordan focus on the adversary’s 

strategy to defeat God’s program in the dispensation 

of grace and our defense “in Christ Jesus.”  
 

TITLES: 
 

Satan’s Most Effective Strategy 

 His Creation 

His Climb 

His Cohorts 

His Calamity 

His Calculations 

More of His Calculations 

Paul’s Gift to Satan 
 

Available in CD or DVD 
 

PRICE: $18 
ORDER FROM The Grace Journal 

Charge card orders call 888.535.2300 

 

He Is Risen! 
 

I preach no message of defeat 

    Despite sin’s bitter claims, 

I cry salvation is complete 

    Through Jesus’ precious name. 

 

I do not say that death has won, 

    When tombs their victims claim 

I merely point to God’s own Son,  

    Who died and rose again. 

 

Ahead in life, ahead in death, 

    The Christian is secure. 

For sin’s disease and fearful wrath 

    Are subject to Christ’s cure. 
 

            —James H. Isbill 


