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The Most Important 

Unknown Chapter In the Bible 
 

BY RICHARD JORDAN 

  Because it is one of the first chapters 

I memorized as a young believer, it has long 

amazed me how “unknown” Ephesian 3 re-

mains. In reality, it is one of the most im-

portant unknown chapters in all of God’s 

word. 

 

After detailing the dispensational 

change necessary for the formation of the 

Body of Christ (Eph. 2:11-22), Paul immedi-

ately addresses the “mystery” aspect of this 

change, and he seems to anticipate this lack 

of attention as he says,  

 
 “For this cause I Paul the prisoner of 
Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, 
 “IF YE HAVE HEARD of the dispensa-
tion of the grace of God which is given me to 
you-ward”  (Eph. 3:1, 2). 

 

He then proceeds to challenge this ig-

norance by detailing where we fit into God’s 

overall program (vs. 3-5), who we are (v. 6) 

and what God is doing and why (vs. 7-12). 

Let’s look briefly at this: 

 
WHERE WE FIT IN 

 
 “How that BY REVELATION HE MADE 
KNOWN UNTO ME THE MYSTERY; (as I 
wrote afore in few words, 

 “Whereby, when ye read, ye may un- 
derstand my knowledge in the mystery of  
Christ) 
 “WHICH IN OTHER AGES WAS NOT 
MADE KNOWN UNTO THE SONS OF MEN, 
as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles 
and prophets by the Spirit” (Eph. 3:3-5). 

 

Here is a clear declaration that there 

are two distinct programs in God’s word—

one “made know by the mouth of all the holy 

prophets since the world began,” as Peter 

said of his message (Acts 3:18-21, cf Luke 

1:69, 70); while the other was revealed first 

to Paul and was previously a “mystery, 

which was kept secret since the world be-

gan” (Rom. 16:25, 26, cf. Col. 1:25-27), and 

thus “in other ages was not made known un-

to the sons of men” (v. 5). 

 

This is the most basic division in the 

Bible—the distinction between prophecy 

(“that which has been made known since the 

world began”) and the mystery (“that which 

was kept secret since the world began”).  As 

I have often said, “A six-year-old who 

flunked kindergarten can understand this!”  

The sad truth is, one must ignore the Bible 

and allow religious tradition to capture your 

thinking in order to fail to acknowledge this  

fundamental division in God’s dealings. 



 Notice how Paul tells us we will un-

derstand the mystery revealed by Christ to 

him by reading what he has written: 

 
 “AS I WROTE afore in few words, 
whereby WHEN YE READ, YE MAY UNDER-
STAND my knowledge in the mystery of 
Christ” (vs. 3, 4). 

 

 Thus, regardless of one’s claims to 

believe the Bible, failure to see the distinc-

tion between Israel’s program of prophecy 

and the Body of Christ’s program in the 

mystery comes directly from the failure to 

personally read the Bible text itself. Paul 

wrote Timothy,  

 
 “Consider what I say; and the Lord give 
thee understanding in all things” (II Tim. 2:7). 

 

It is as we consider—as we read and 

think hard about “the word of the Lord” 

committed to Paul and through him to us 

that we gain such understanding. Do not 

fail to note Ephesians 3:3’s statement that 

the mystery was revealed directly by Christ 

to Paul, and verse 5’s statement that it is 

“now revealed by the Spirit” to others. It is 

as we actually “read” and “consider” (and 

believe!) Christ’s revelation to Paul that the 

Holy Spirit illuminates our “understanding 

of all things.”  

 

This is the key to rightly dividing 

God’s word and dispelling the confusion 

caused by mixing these two programs. Rec-

ognizing the distinction between Israel and 

the Body of Christ, Law and Grace, the 

Rapture and Second Coming, the gospel of 

the Circumcision and gospel of the Uncir-

cumcision, etc. 

 

For example, the long-standing con-

fusion over Paul’s statement in Romans 4:3 

and James’ assertion in James 2:24 can on-

ly truly be resolved by recognizing Paul’s 

statement came from the apostle of the Gen-

tiles (Rom. 11:13), while James clearly 

states he was writing “to the twelve tribes” 

of Israel (Jas. 1:1). Understanding this un-

derlying difference in these programs ex-

plains the different instructions and why 

they fit their respective audiences. 

 

Then there is our Lord’s clear in-

structing His disciples to pray, “forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors” and go-

ing on to declare this is the only way to ob-

tain forgiveness (Matt. 6:13-15). In stark 

contrast, Paul writes the Colossians,  

 
“Forebearing one another: and forgiv-

ing one another, if any man have a quarrel 
against any, EVEN AS CHRIST FORGAVE 
YOU, SO ALSO DO YE.”  

 

For a sincere believer seeking to fol-

low the Lord, this is a serious question of 

which instructions to follow! Only recogniz-

ing the different programs involved has the 

answer.  

 

Again, the question of the security of 

the believer is on the table: considering  our 

Lord’s instructions in Matthew 24:13—“he 

that shall endure unto the end, the same 

shall be saved”—or Hebrews 3:6, 14 pro-

claiming the necessity to “holdfast...unto 

the end,”  this seems a settled issue. But 

then we come to Ephesians 1:13 and 4:30 

where Paul informs us we have been 

“sealed with the holy Spirit...unto the day of 

redemption,” and assures us that nothing 

can “separate us from the love of 

Christ”  (Rom. 8:35-39)—and we are again 

faced with the question: Which instructions 

apply to us? 

 

The list could go on and on with illus-

trations of the simple fact that there is 

more than one program in God’s word.  

Once we “understand” where our program is 
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located in the Bible—i.e., in Paul’s writ-

ings—we are ready to more fully under-

stand just who we are as members of the 

Body of Christ. 

 

 
WHO WE ARE 

 
 “That the Gentiles should be fellow-
heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of 
his promise in Christ by the gospel” (3:6). 

 

As saints of the true and living God, 

in the dispensation of grace we are a part of 

“the mystery of Christ” (v. 4)—the unproph-

esied body of believing Jews and Gentiles 

baptized by the Holy Spirit into oneness 

with Jesus Christ. I Corinthians 12:12-13 

details our “one baptism,” 

 
 “For as the body is one, and hath many 
members, and all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one body: so also is 
Christ. 
 “For by one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gen-
tiles, whether we be bond or free; and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit.” 

 

Believers have been so fully identi-

fied with Christ in His death, burial, resur-

rection and current session at the Father’s 

right hand (Rom. 6:3-6, Eph. 2:5-6; 1:19-23) 

that we are said to be “one with Him.” 

When we were “in Adam,” everything that 

belonged to Adam belonged to us. Now that 

we are “in Christ,” everything that belongs 

to Him belongs to us. It is a matter of our 

new identity in Christ! 

 

In the context, Paul points out that 

we have been made “fellowheirs” (we share 

His inheritance—2:19; 1:11, 14, 18), we are 

members of the “same body” (equal partici-

pants—1:3-6; 2:16), and are partakers of 

His eternal promise (participants in the Fa-

ther’s “eternal purpose” which He planned 

“before the world began” (1:9-10; 3:11, Tit. 

1:2-3)—and all this by the gospel! 

And it is this point—by the gospel—

that explains why this was kept secret since 

the world began. Consider Paul’s words in   

I Corinthians 2:7-8, 

 
 “But WE SPEAK THE WISDOM OF 
GOD IN A MYSTERY, even the hidden wis-
dom, which God ordained before the world 
unto our glory: 
 “Which none of the princes of this 
world knew: for HAD THEY KNOWN IT, 
THEY WOULD NOT HAVE CRUCIFIED THE 
LORD OF GLORY.” 

 

Thus it was that God took the so-

called “wise in his own craftiness,” as Paul 

goes on to write: 

 
 “For the wisdom of this world is foolish-
ness with God, for it is written, He taketh the 
wise in their own craftiness” (I Cor. 3:19). 

 

Had the Adversary known the full-

ness of what was to be accomplished by the 

cross, he would not have so eagerly partici-

pated in his own demise. Little wonder the 

enemy hates the message of grace so vi-

ciously! 

 

 
WHAT GOD IS DOING TODAY 

 
 “Whereof I was made a minister ac-
cording to the gift of the grace of God given 
unto me by the effectual working of his power. 
 “Unto me, who am less that the least of 
all saints, is this grace given, that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ: 
 “And to make all men see what is the 
fellowship of the mystery, which from the be-
ginning of the world hath been hid in God, 
who created all things by Jesus Christ” (3:7-
9). 

 

Paul’s passion is beautifully ex-

pressed under two headings: first, to preach 
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the unsearcahbe riches of Christ 

(“unsearchable” in the sense of John 5:39—

i.e., it will not be found outside Paul’s writ-

ings; and also in the sense of Romans 

11:33—i.e., they are unfathomable riches 

whose depth will never be reached, even in 

the “ages to come”); and “to make all men 

see the fellowship of the mystery” (i.e., to put 

on open, public display the reality of the life 

of Christ working through His Body).  

 

The Apostle clearly understood that 

by means of the church, the Body of Christ, 

Father’s ultimate purpose—His “eternal 

purpose in Christ Jesus”—is being thus set 

forth, so he continues by declaring: 

 
 “To the intent that now unto the princi-
palities and powers in heavenly places might 
be known by the church the manifold wisdom 
of God, 
 “According to the eternal purpose 
which he purposed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (vs. 10-11). 

 

 What Paul is setting forth—and what 

too many are ignorant about—is the reality 

that saints today are part of something big 

(it fills heaven and earth), glorious (it mani-

fests the exceeding riches of His grace) and 

eternal (it was planned “before the world be-

gan” and will last through all the “ages to 

come”). This, in fact, has been Father’s plan 

all along, as set forth in the very opening of 

this grand epistle. Speaking of the Father, 

Paul writes: 

 
 “Wherein he hath abounded toward us 
in all wisdom and prudence;  
 “Having made known unto us the mys-
tery of his will, according to his good pleasure 
which he purposed in himself: 
 “That in the dispensation of the fulness 
of times he might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth; even in him. 
 “In whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated according to 

the purpose of him who worketh all things af-
ter the counsel of his own will” (1:8-11). 

This is what Ephesians 3 is about: 

understanding what God is accomplishing 

in the “mystery” program—His eternal pur-

pose in Christ Jesus.  And putting it on dis-

play through us! And the second half of the 

chapter sets forth what could be called “the 

Bible’s Most Unused Resource”—but that 

will be for a future study! 
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BE SURE TO CHECK OUT our  web site for regu-

lar ministry updates and free video/audio studies. 
   

 www.GraceImpact.org 
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A Grace Believer’s Guide 
to 

The Book of Daniel 
 

BY RICHARD JORDAN 
 
 

 The prophet Daniel had an improbable career: 
as a teenager he was taken captive to a pagan empire 
and yet became a confidante to its ruler. When Babylo-
nia was taken over by its enemies, he rose to one of the 
highest positions in the Persian Empire. Personally, he 
is one of only two people in Scripture, other than Jesus 
Christ, of whom no evil is spoken! 
 

 The Book of Daniel is in two sections: the first 
six chapters focus on the prophet (the man), using his-
torical narrative to present events which are typical of 
his nation. The last six chapters focus on the prophe-
cies (the message), presenting some of the most pivotal 
and important prophecies of the entire Bible. Without a 
clear understanding of the book of Daniel, you will not 
understand the basic prophetic outline of “things to 
come.” 
 

 This verse-by-verse exposition by Richard Jor-
dan comes from the classroom of Grace School of the 
Bible, providing insightful explanations of the course of 
“the times of the Gentiles” and Israel’s Messianic hope 
from a mid-Acts perspective. 
 

270+ pages (8”x 11” spiral bound) 
 

PRICE: $20 
 

ORDER FROM  The Grace Journal 
           Charge card orders: 630.529.0520  
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 THE SUREST WAY WE KNOW 
 

to help others come to know “the wonderful mes-

sage of the wonderful grace of God” is to get that 

message out to greater numbers. It is the special 

focus of this ministry to do just that. Will you join 

us in prayer as we continue to reach out into the 

market place with the message of grace and de-

termine in your heart what part you should have 

in it? 

 NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
  

 FORGOTTEN TRUTHS continues to bear 
fruit and we want to welcome our new readers. 
Viewed over DirecTV, DISH, AT&T U-Verse, Com-
cast, Charter, Time Warner systems as well as a 
number of local broadcast stations, we are reaching 
a potential national audience of over 75 million 
households each week. Check listings at Forgot-
tenTruths.com for times. 
 

 THE REGULAR SERVICES of Shore-
wood Bible Church are broadcast live over the Inter-
net each week.  You can hear Richard Jordan and 
Alex Kurz Sundays at 9:30 & 10:45 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m.; on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. (CDT).  Simply 
go to GraceImpact.org and click on at the appropri-
ate time. If you are in the Chicago area, you can 
attend Shorewood in person at 1900 Hicks Road, 
Rolling Meadows, IL 60008.  For info call 
630.529.0520. 
 

 OUR DAILY AND WEEKLY RADIO PRO-
GRAMS are available also at GraceImpact.org. If 
they do not air in your area, join us via the website 
and enjoy a daily dose of grace!. 
 

 
 

June 16-18:  Frankfort, KY 

June  11-17          FL Grace Youth Camp 

June 23-25 Idaho Grace Conference 

July 15-20 Northbrook, IL 

Sept. 8-10: Ridge Farm, IL 

Sept. 22-24: Rockaway Beach, OR 

Oct. 13-15: LaFollette, TN 

Nov. 3-5: Concord, NC 

Dec. 1-3:  Hammond, LA 
                

For details and updates, consult GraceImpact.org  
or contact our office at 630.529.0520 

 

 
 

The grace of God just fits my need, 
   My faith in Christ my hope and creed: 
By the grace of God my Savior died, 
   By grace through faith I’m justified! 
 

                                        —J.C. O’Hair 
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Rightly Dividing the Word 
 

THE KEY TO UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE 
 
 The Bible is meant to be understood! This eight-part 
study by Richard Jordan “lays out” the Bible according to its 
own inspired design, complete with color chart to follow. If you 
ever wanted to understand the Bible for yourself, this study is 
for you! 
 

CD or DVD: $15 

Forgiveness Matters 
 
 Learn to stop the struggle with guilt and start experiencing 
the joy of the liberating forgiveness of God given freely in Christ Je-
sus. In this series by Richard Jordan you will discover how this truth 
plays itelf out in everyday life.  
 

TITLES: 
 

You CAN Be Forgiven! 
Must God Forgive Me Twice? 

What About I John 1:9? 
If I’m Really Forgiven, Why Do I Still Feel Guilty? 

You CAN Forgive! 
Be the First to Forgive 

 
CD or DVD or Mp3: $15 

Studies in Philippians 3 
 

BY RICHARD JORDAN 
 
 The apostle who wrote, “For me to live is Christ,” here “opens his 
heart” for us to see that life working in him.  
 

The First Pharisee 
How Paul Lost His Religion 

The Faith of Christ 
Life Without Religion 

Pressing Toward the Mark 
 

CD, DVD or Mp3: $10 

 

Prayer: the Grace Alternative 
 
 Prayer has been termed ‘the breath of the new man,’ and 
yet it is perhaps the most perplexing and misunderstood of a be-
liever’s operating assets. These eight messages by Richard Jordan 
provide a dispensational, doctrinal and devotional look at the mys-
tery, mechanics, manner and measure of prayer and how it is de-
signed to “work” today.  

 
CD or DVD or Mp3: $15 

Studies for your spiritual edification and enrichment: 

 

Order from The Grace Journal:  



  

The Grace Journal 
         P .O. Box 97 
    Bloomingdale, IL 60108 
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60108 

Grace School of the Bible 
 

 If you desire to be a serious student of the Bi-
ble, GSB might just be what you’ve been looking for. We 

offer distance learning classes through the use of video, 
allowing you to study at your own pace and scheduling 
demands. Contact the Grace Journal for a catalogue! 
 

 

Inside Out! 
 

 Have you ever wondered just what makes you ‘tick’ 
inside? What emotional pain was really all about—and how to 
deal with it? How to cleanse your heart from haunting memo-
ries? Why God’s word sometimes seems not to “work” in 
your life, even when you try to trust it? You’ll find help with 
these and many other questions in this teaching by Richard 
Jordan from his Sunday morning pulpit ministry.  

 

TITLES: 

Inside Out! 
The Default Is Faith 

The War Within 
The Strength Within 

 

PRICE: 
 DVD, CD or Mp3 (Specify which): $15 

 

ORDER FROM  

The Grace Journal 
Charge card orders: 630.529.0520 

DID YOU KNOW? If you do not have satellite TV or live in a 
locale where Forgotten Truths is aired, you can still watch live 
on Saturday at 9:00 p.m. ET on the World Harvest Network  
web site: www.wht.tv/watch.    
YOU CAN ALSO JOIN the weekly services of Shorewood 
Bible Church Sundays at 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. and Wednes-
day at 7:30 p.m. CT and hear Alex Kurz and Richard Jordan 
teaching God’s word. All messages are live and archived at 
ShorewoodBibleChurch.org or  GraceImpact.org. 

Summer Family Bible Conference 
July 15-20, 2023 

 
THEME: 

Being Fruitful In Every Good Work 
 

LOCATION: 

Crowne Plaza Hotel 
2875 Milwaukee Avenue 

Northbrook, IL 60062 
   

This is a Family Bible Conference in the fullest sense. Twenty six different grace pastors will be teaching the 
word along with classes for all children and youth. Include a wide array of daily activities for all age groups and spe-
cial fellowship times and it adds up to a genuine “vacation with an eternal purpose”!  

Meetings begin Saturday at 7 p.m. and continue daily through Thursday at 9, 10 and 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. The 
afternoons are filled with activities planned for young and old. The opportunity to enjoy quality fellowship with 
grace believers from around the country is priceless! All sessions will be live-streamed at GraceImpact.org. 
 The conference will be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel,  2875 N. Milwaukee Ave, Northbrook, IL, a comforta-
ble western suburb of Chicagoland. Special conference rate of $115 (plus tax) per night is available by using the Code 
“GSB” when you make reservations directly with the hotel by calling 847.298.2525. For questions or further details, 
contact our office at 630-529-0520 or GraceImpact.org. 

     MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS DIRECTLY WITH THE HOTEL TODAY! 

 


