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When Trouble Comes

BY RICHARD JORDAN

The first word of Romans 5 is “therefore.” It
is often said that “therefore” is always “there for a
purpose.” This occurrence is no exception, for it
opens the door from the past into the wonderful pre-
sent and glorious future given to us in Christ Jesus:

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:

“By whom also we have access by faith into
this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God” (Rom. 5:1,2).

Notice the formula: “being...we have.” It is
because of who we are in Christ that we possess
wonderful assets. In Christ we have a new identity,
a new standing that provides us a whole sheaf of
spiritual blessings: justification, peace with God,
access into grace, hope of the glory of God—to men-
tion just a few. To demonstrate that these blessings
are more than theological rhetoric with no impact on
the daily details of our lives, Paul goes on to declare:

“And not only so, but we glory in tribulations
also: knowing that tribulation, worketh patience;

“And patience, experience; and experience,
hope:

“And hope maketh not ashamed; because the
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us” (vs. 3-5).

Because we have eternal life we look forward
even now to its glories—we “rejoice in hope of the
glory of God.” However, this is not simply “pie in the
sky by-and-by.” No. We have eternal life as a present
possession—we do not have to wait until we die to
obtain it. It is a present reality in our lives and en-
ables us to ‘glory in tribulations also.” In other
words, the life we have in Christ is also adequate for
the “nasty now-and-now.”

In Christ we have been made part of a total
victory program. We are “more than conquerors
through him that loved us” (Rom. 8:37) and are made
to always “triumph in Christ” (Il Cor. 2:14). This is
the reality of “this grace wherein we stand.” Never-
theless, too often we look about us and wonder if this
victory program has penetrated our lives; has it
reached as far as us?

We need to understand that the victory pro-
gram of which members of the Body of Christ are a
part is not the Pentecostal program of time past.
Our program is not the deliverance program God
gave the nation Israel in the past, nor is it the pro-
gram He will have for Israel when Christ returns to
restore His authority over this planet through the
kingdom promised to and vested in that favored na-
tion.

In that long-awaited kingdom, God will de-
liver His chosen people from their enemies and es-
tablish them in their land. Jerusalem will be “the
city of the great King” (Matt. 5:35) and the whole
“creature itself also shall be delivered from the bond-
age of corruption into the glorious liberty of the chil-
dren of God” (Rom. 8:21).

The deliverance awaiting Israel—and
through her, the world—in her kingdom 1is not the
same ministry and victory that God has for members
of the Body of Christ. If we do not rightly divide the
word of truth at this point, we are going to be
brought into despair. God’s word is going to become
a burden rather than the blessing it is designed to
be. It will actually become destructive rather than
constructive in our lives because we are trying to
claim promises and blessings God never made to us.

The adage, “all the promises in the Book are
mine,” is simply not true. To base our lives on such



an unscriptural viewpoint is not only wrong; it is
absolutely dangerous. Not one of us—nor all of us
together—is, or ever will be, able to force Almighty
God to do something He has not promised us He will
do. To claim promises made to others is basically to
invite discouragement and disaster into our lives.

Take a test for yourself: look at Galatians
5:22, 23, where Paul lists the “fruit of the Spirit” in
the dispensation of grace. The life that comes from
the Spirit of God produces fruit in the believer. Paul
lists those nine fruit—love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temper-
ance. Notice, there is no “deliverance” in the list!
There is no, “I will deliver you from your problems;”
no “I will perform a miracle, and you will have no
more difficulties in your life.” There is none of this!
In fact, there is just the opposite.

One of the Spirit’s fruit is longsuffering—the
capacity to endure, to “suffer-long.” In the present
dispensation, God makes no promise to miraculously
eliminate our problems. There is no promise that he
will manipulate circumstances so that things will be
easier for us. Rather, His promise is that we will be
“strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner
man” (Eph. 3:16) and thus enabled to cope with any
extremity of life.

Patience and endurance are hallmarks of the
Spirit’'s empowering under grace. Colossians 1:11
puts it this way:

“Strengthened with all might, according to his
glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with
joyfulness.”

It is not “strengthened with might unto
signs, wonders and mighty deliverances.” We could
quote verses all day long about the delivering power
of God and how He promised to do such things for
Israel in her program. But what God promises mem-
bers of the Body of Christ is quite different. Our
promises are just as real, equally as dynamic, cer-
tainly as victorious—they are just different.

When we take verses out of the Bible that
are not directed to us, that are not about us; when
we begin to read someone else’s mail and claim
someone else’s promises, do we not commit spiritual
larceny? The better course—the proper course—
would be to take what God has given to us in Christ
and let that be what is real in our lives.

Now when Paul says we can ‘“glory in tribu-
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lation also,” it is because we know some things—
“knowing that tribulation worketh patience.” Tribu-
lation—the troubles, pressures and difficulties that
come our way—become productive in our lives. As
we have “access by faith into this grace wherein we
stand,” the problems of life become productive—
rather than destructive—by providing a context for
our spiritual growth and maturity in the application
of grace to the details of life. Thus, these spiritual
qualities become active realities in our lives as we
face problems by faith in God’s provisions for us in
Christ.

THE TRUE SOURCES OF TROUBLE

It 1s important to understand where tribula-
tions come from and why they find their way into
our lives. The problem can be a seeming blessing or
an apparent threat. Whatever the difficulty—pain or
prosperity, poverty or abundance, whether we
“abase or abound”—we must learn to respond prop-
erly. If we are to do so, understanding their true
source is essential.

There are three sources from which troubles
arise. We need to be clear about these things so as to
be in the “know” in this important area of life. First,
however, we need to establish a basic truth:

“THERE HATH NO TEMPTATION TAKEN
YOU BUT SUCH AS IS COMMON TO MAN....” (I Cor.
10:13).

Think about this: No trouble comes into our
lives except that which is “common to man.” Thus we
know something: there are no “special testings” from
God going on in our lives. God has not singled us out
for some special trial (or punishment) in order to
teach us lessons that we would not learn unless He
inflicted those things on us.

While the idea of “special testing” is often
used to make believers feel “special” to God amid
trials, the Bible is very clear that this is simply not
the case. We are very special to God, and that fact
has been abundantly and openly demonstrated in
tangible terms at Calvary. Reread Romans 5:8 and
see where it is that God displays His great love for
us. He points to the cross of Christ—not to our trou-
bles—as proof of His love and care for us.

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us” (Rom. 5:8).

Clearly, God’s love is not tied to our circum-
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stances, nor our health, nor our finances, nor our
romantic life, nor any other “situation.” His love is
tied to one thing—the cross-work of Jesus Christ.

“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for
our sins” (I John 4:10).

When we consider the problems we face, we
must remember that God says what is happening in
our lives is a common lot of all humanity. What is
happening has happened (and no doubt is happen-
ing) to countless others.

One other point: we have all experienced the
phenomenon of trouble causing things to look really
big in our perception. When we are having a wonder-
ful time, time passes quickly. On the other hand, if
we are having problems, time seems to pass ever so
slowly. Trouble has the effect of magnifying events
and making things seem large—thus making our
perception of them go in slow motion.

This can be an advantage. If we have sound
doctrine in our heart, that doctrine gets magnified
too! So if we put in our heart an understanding of
trouble’s source and how we have been equipped to
deal with it in a way that builds us up, then that
knowledge is also enhanced when trouble comes.
Thus what human viewpoint sees as destructive
turns into something that becomes productive. Then,

“...OUR LIGHT AFFLICTION, WHICH IS BUT
FOR A MOMENT, WORKETH FOR US A FAR MORE
EXCEEDING AND ETERNAL WEIGHT OF GLORY” (Il
Cor. 4:17).

With this in mind, look briefly at the three
sources of trouble in our lives.

A FALLEN CREATION

Romans 8:18-22 gives an insight into some-
thing that by our own experience “we know” to be
accurate.

“For | reckon that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us.

“For the earnest expectation of the creature
waiteth for the manifestation of sons of God.

“For the creature was made subject to vanity,
not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected
the same in hope.

“Because the creature itself also shall be deliv-
ered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious
liberty of the children of God.
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“For we know that the whole creation groaneth
and travaileth in pain together until now.”

The history of creation can be outlined in
three parts: first, God said it was good. Then, be-
cause of the fall of man, He cursed it, and it has
been groaning ever since. One day it will be glorious,
being delivered from the bondage of corruption by
the return of Jesus Christ. We currently live in the
groaning stage.

We know by experience that “the whole crea-
tion groaneth and travaileth in pain together until
now.” And what of the claim that believers are ex-
empt from this common lot of creation? Paul an-
swers in the next verse of Romans 8:

“And not only they, but ourselves also, which
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit,
the redemption of our body” (Rom. 8:23).

Far from being exempt from the “pain and
travail” of life in a fallen creation, we “which have
the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan
within ourselves.” And for what are we waiting? A
deliverance from pain and suffering when we claim
it aright? A healing program available if only we be-
lieve enough? No! We have something far better. You
see, the healing program for our “vile bodies” is “the
adoption”—the “redemption of our body.” It is at the
resurrection that the healing program for the Body
of Christ will be accomplished. It is then that our
Savior:

“...shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the
working whereby he is able even to subdue all things
unto himself’ (Phil. 3:21).

The “present time” sufferings are due to the
fact we live in a fallen creation, a creation cursed by
sin. This explains why, as the hymn writer says,
“change and decay all about I see.” The reason there
is decay and death in the world is because there is
sin in the world. The world is held in “the bondage of
corruption” because of Adam’s sin (Rom. 8:20, Gen.
3:17-19). This is the reason there are calamities and
unexplained horrors about us.

Many things are going to happen because we
live in a world cursed by the corruption of sin. Be-
cause of this fact, and based on Romans 8:22, 23, we
can make a prediction: If the Lord tarries, we are
going to get sick, suffer pain and eventually die.
Why? Because God does not love us or have our best
interest at heart? Far from it. Rather, this is the
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common lot of all creation “until’ Christ returns to
deliver creation into His kingdom glory.

Notice, Paul’s explanation that this groaning
is “until now” (v. 22). The time when “sorrow and
sighing shall flee away” and creation is delivered
into the “glorious liberty of the children of God” is
the kingdom reign of Christ (e.g., Isa. 35). In order
for the present dispensation of grace to be extended,
He must postpone that day of deliverance.

Thus we continue to live in a sin-cursed
world, not because God does not love us but because
in His grace He continues to form the Body of
Christ. And because He continues to extend this
grace to a needy world, we are going to have prob-
lems and ultimately be overtaken by sickness and
death. However, that same grace has transformed
our infirmities into “light afflictions” which “work for
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”

BAD CHOICES

A second reason we experience problems is
the simple fact that we—and others—often make
bad choices. Most of us do not think we do—but we
too often do! And our choices have consequences.

God is often blamed for evil things that hap-
pen to people when the fact is we have this inherent
drive to do things our own way. Proverbs 14:12 re-
cords the repercussions:

“There is a way which seemeth right unto a
man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.”

But why doesn’t God stop these calamities
brought on by our bad choices? Well, how would we
have Him do so? Should He kill everyone—for “all
have sinned”? Should He take away our free will—
making us mere autotrons?

God allows bad things to happen because He
allows free will to be exercised. The only option
would be for people to be robots—which, of course,
would destroy His purpose of having made us in His
likeness and image. There are all kinds of hardships
brought about by the exercise of free will. The fact is
we too often make bad choices!

Galatians 6:7-8 makes our responsibility for
our choices quite clear:

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for what-
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.
“For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the
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flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”

My friend, no one is going to mock God.
“Fools make a mock at sin,” the Book says (Prov.
14:9). To think we can live in sin, pleasing ourselves
and ignoring what God’s word says, and have no con-
sequences to face is to play the fool indeed. Sin will
get you every time! The law of the harvest is always
the same: we reap what we sow. The word of God
declares, “Be sure your sin will find you out” (Num.
32:23) for “they that plow iniquity, and sow wicked-
ness, reap the same” (Job 4:8). It is a classic truth:
choose to sin, choose to suffer.

“He that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh
reap corruption.” And this is written to believers—
not unsaved folk. The plain fact of life is that if we
sow to the self-life, our lives are going to fall apart,
disintegrating about us in tragedies and hardships.

If we honestly face what happened, we will
be forced to admit that there are many problems in
our lives caused by bad choices—sinful, uninformed,
bad decisions. Whether made by us or others, there
they are, and by God’s grace we can face them hon-
estly, set matters aright, and proceed on with a
“‘walk in wisdom.”

GODLY LIVING

A third source of trouble is a bit more salu-
tary than the above, but it is no less real.

“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution” (Il Tim. 3:12).

When we desire to “live godly in Christ Je-
sus,” we must remember that this world is no friend
to grace. We will find that the world will not love
Christ living in us any more than it loved Him living
here in person. We can get along in the world—on
the job, in our neighborhood, during recreational
activities, etc.—as long as it is us living. But when it
is Christ living in us, the same world is going to re-
act to Him in us the way they reacted to Him when
He was originally here—and remember, they hated
Him “without a cause.”

We are not talking about religion or simply
doing “good works.” We are talking about having
Christ living in and through us. As we come to un-
derstand whom God has made us in Christ and al-
low His life—His attitudes and His actions—to find
expression through our lives, we are going to “suffer
trouble.” Colossians 1:24 is an illustration of this in
the life of Paul:

Winter 2019
4



“Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and
fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in
my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church.”

A PROPER RESPONSE

Trouble is going to find its way into our lives.
“Man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly up-
ward” (Job 5:7). While we would hope that most of
those problems would come from that third reason,
come they will. And we must be prepared for them—
we must “know that tribulation works” for us. Grace
frees us to realize that our troubles are not the re-
sult of God punishing us but rather can be used as a
context for His grace to train and discipline us to
walk by faith. Paul reminds us:

“...God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temp-
tation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able
to bear it” (I Cor. 10:13).

All kinds of hardships come into our lives
and with them, God is faithful: He desires us to trust
His provision for us in Christ and allow Him to train
us by transforming our minds by the discipline of
grace. The issue is not being “delivered” from our
problems; the issue is being “able to bear it"—
strengthened “unto all patience and longsuffering
with joyfulness.”

How else could God cause us to “escape” the
trouble by enabling us to “bear it”? Obviously we are
not delivered from the problem in the sense of hav-
ing the difficulty taken away. Rather, God makes
the trouble productive by equipping us to deal with
it in a manner that builds us up and so we grow
stronger in our inner man. Our “tribulation” be-
comes the context in which by faith we apply the
sound doctrine of God’s grace to the details of our
lives.

Thus tribulation produces patience—staying
with God’s truth even under great pressure—which
produces experience—practical skill in applying
God’s word to the circumstances of life—which pro-
duces “hope—and hope maketh not ashamed.” Thus
confidence and maturity are produced in our lives as
we walk by faith in an intelligent understanding of
God’s word to us. All this equips us for more effec-
tive service. II Corinthians 1:4 tells us of “the God of
all comfort.”

“Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that
we may be able to comfort them which are in any trou-
ble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are com-
forted of God.”
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There is little practical value in having
sound doctrine in our hearts if we never go through
any problems that cause us to draw on that truth
and have it come forth in our lives to God’s glory.

Just so, problems are not meant to destroy
us—they are not God’s attempt to punish us or get
even with us for our sins and failures; He has al-
ready dealt with our sins at Calvary. Rather when
troubles come, they offer an opportunity to have the
truth of God’s grace and the life of Christ come forth
through our bodies of flesh to His glory. Let’s walk
by faith in the riches of God’s grace to us in Christ!
His design for us is to be transformed into his like-
ness, living in peace and freedom, not anxiety and
unrest.

“Being filled with the fruits of righteousness,
which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of
God” (Phil. 1:11).

Peace is not the absence of hard times. Peace is
being anchored to the Rock, even during the storm.

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME TO OUR NEW READERS: Our radio
and TV programs continue to add new readers to the Grace
Journal and we want you to feel like part of the family. Grace
Impact Ministries has only one agenda: to help you under-
stand and enjoy the Bible so it can “work effectually in you
that believe.” We trust you enjoy your free subscription to the
Journal. Also be sure to visit Gracelmpact.org.

SPEAKING OF TV: watch Forgotten Truths via
computer at lesea.com/wht./watch-live on Saturday at
9:00 p.m.ET, and kazq32.org/watch-online on Sunday
at 10:30p.m.ET and Monday at 12:30p.m.ET. See For-
gottenTruths.com for further info.

UP-COMING CONFERENCES proclaiming the
message of grace abound. Some 2020 meetings where
you can hear the Editor include:

January 17-19: Kissimmee, Florida
February 14-16: San Clemente, CA

March 27-29: Riceville, TN

April 24-26: Rolling Meadows, IL

May 22-25: Wilmot, OH

June 19-21: Frankfort, KY

July 18-23: St. Charles, IL (Family Conference)

Watch future Journals and Gracelmpact.org for details.

AS WE APPROACH YEAR END we trust our
readers will consider whether you should be part of the
team helping to Take God’s Grace to the World through our
ministry.
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Darkness To Light:

SPOILING SATAN’S DOMAIN
AND SETTING CAPTIVITY FREE

This teaching by Richard Jordan is an extended look
at how Jesus Christ has “spoiled principalities and powers”
and how that impacts us today. The titles tell the story:

Behind the Scenes

Did Jesus Go To Hell?

The Great Descent

The “Captivity”

The Horror of Great Darkness
The Works of Darkness

Far Above All Heavens
Filling All in All

Dagon and the Little Mermaid
Filled With His Glory

PRICE: $18
(please specify CD, mp3 or DVD)

Amazonsmile:
You shop. Amazon donates.

Visit smile.amazon.com (be sure to put the “smile”
first!) and select Grace Impact Ministries as your charity and
start shopping! Amazon will donate .5% of the transaction
(from their profit) automatically! That does sound like some-
thing to smile about!

The Grace Journal NON PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

P.0.Box 97
. U.S. POSTAGE
Bloomingdale, IL 60108 PAID

PERMIT #300

The Real Miracle of Christmas

Most realize that Jesus Christ was not born on December 25.
But did you know that this date actually has an important Scriptural
significance in connection with His birth? Listen as Richard Jordan un-
wraps this fascinating issue.

PRICE: $5
(Specify CD, mp3 or DVD)

REMEMBER: You can hear Richard Jordan and Alex
Kurz live Sunday at 9:30 & 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m ;
Wed. 7:30 p.m. CT at Gracelmpact.org.

BLOOMINGDALE, IL
60108

Florida Regional Grace Conference
January 17-19, 2020

THEME:
Transition to Truth

LOCATION:
Ramada Gateway Kissimmee
7470 Highway 192 West
Kissimmee, FL 34747

This long running annual conference is a favorite
winter getaway for folks from around the country. Speakers
include Russ Hargett, Joel Hayes, Kevin Hobbs, Des Strydom,
Robert Bell, Richard Jordan, along with a full program for chil-
dren and teens. Numerous ministry displays will also be avail-
able.

The conference hotel offers special rates—be sure to
mention the Florida Grace Conference. Reservations should be
made directly with the hotel at 407.396.4400 during normal
office hours.

For further details contact Pastor Russ Hargett at
russhargett@verizon.net.

Plan now to attend!

Southern California
Grace Bible Conference

February 15-17, 2020

THEME:

Seeking Things Which Are Above

LOCATION:
Holiday Inn Express
35 Via Pico Plaza
San Clemente, CA

This is an opportunity for outstanding fellowship,
study and refreshment in a delightfully relaxing setting. A full
program for the whole family will make this a great family
getaway! Speakers include David Stout, Rick Jordan, John
Verstegen and Richard Jordan.

Special room rates are available at the conference
hotel if you register by January 16—be sure to mention the
Berean Bible Ministries conference.

For further information you can contact Garrett at
gakayler@yahoo.com or go to helpersofyourjoy.com

Put these dates on your calendar today!




