
 16th October 2026
8am - Rev Paul 

10am - Rev Paul
4pm - Mandy Stockwell and Patsy Bailey

NEWSLETTER

Enjoy Garden Day via the article and photo’s this week
Or view them on our WEBSITE

The content deadline is 10am every Thursday
Anything received after 10am will be included the following week, if appropriate. Thank you

https://stmarysnewicks.church/photo-gallery


Weekly Newsle�er contents:

• Rectors Ramble/alterna�ve 

• Monthly Services

• Prayers

• General ar�cles, requests and photo’s

• Rolling diary of events

• Posters and Event adverts (St Mary’s & beyond)

• Regulars: Babies, Tots, Toddlers and Teens

• Regulars: Adults

Checkout St Mary’s Website which gives you 
everything you need to know about the Church 
and what is happening there and in the Barn 
Centre and - includes a gallery of all photo’s 

https://stmarysnewicks.church/
https://stmarysnewicks.church/photo-gallery


Rector’s Ramble

He heals the broken-hearted and binds up all their wounds.
He counts the number of the stars and calls them all by their names

Psalm 147 3-4

Dear Friends,

Thank you to those of you who have already offered financial support in our applica�on for appoin�ng a
new Children’s Youth & Families Minister, for both St Mary’s and St Peter’s. The Diocese Mission Fund have
awarded us £135,000 towards a 5-year contract to employ a CYFM, but this must be match funded equally
by the two Parishes, and I am hugely grateful to those who have already committed to a suppor�ng this
vision through financial donations. In the coming weeks we will be launching an official appeal to the two
churches and the wider community, but if you feel that God is encouraging you to come on board with this
genera�onal vision for both churches, please just message or email our Church Treasurers explaining how
much you’d be able to commit and state this is for the CYFM Fund, which will be placed in a restricted fund
and can only be used for CYFM Mission.

In light of the above, it’s interes�ng that this Sunday our two churches will hear two very different Gospel
readings, yet they share a common thread: what we hold in our hands, and what we choose to do with it.

At St Peter’s, we hear Ma�hew 22:15–22, where the Pharisees and Herodians try to trap Jesus with a
ques�on about paying taxes to Caesar. These two groups were usually bitter rivals. The Pharisees resented
Roman taxes on religious grounds; the Herodians owed their power to Rome and happily paid. Yet they
united against Jesus, hoping that whatever he said would condemn him, either as a rebel against Rome or
as a blasphemer against the one true God.

Jesus asks for a coin and asks whose image it bears. “Caesar’s,” they reply. So he tells them to give to
Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and to God what belongs to God. Caesar could stamp his face on silver and
call it his own, but every human being bears the image of God. To Caesar belonged a person’s taxes; to God
belongs every human life.

At St Mary’s, we hear John 6, the feeding of the five thousand. A vast crowd has followed Jesus, and there
is nothing to feed them. The disciples see only the problem. Then a boy steps forward with five barley
loaves and two small fish. It is a �ny offering, almost laughable against the size of the need. Yet in Jesus’
hands it becomes enough for everyone, with twelve baskets le� over.

Put side by side, these readings ask the same ques�on of us. What are we holding, and whose is it really?

The coin reminds us that everything we are belongs to God. The boy’s lunch shows what happens when we
freely give that “everything”, however small it seems, into God’s hands. He does not need us to bring a
great deal. He asks us to bring what we have.

It is fi�ing, then, that this Sunday at our 10am Service, we welcome Lisa Leaf from Compassion UK to St
Mary’s. Compassion works to support children and families living in poverty around the world, and Newick
Primary School has recently taken them on as their new mission partner. Like the boy on the hillside, our
children are learning that a small act of generosity, offered with love, can make a real difference to
someone else’s life.



Lisa has already visited the school to talk to the children, and this Sunday she’ll be speaking to the St Mary’s
congrega�on, with some worship songs the children have chosen, along with videos explaining the work
Compassion UK does to support children and families around the world.

It’s a lovely chance for the children to see how our school and church are working together, and to learn
more about the difference this partnership can make. We would love you to join us in supporting this
exci�ng new mission partner, and NYC have already jumped on board by holding a Car Wash last term and
raising several hundred pounds for Compassion.

On Sunday afternoon at 4pm, St Mary’s will hold a Thanksgiving Service, remembering all those whom we
love but see no longer. This is a gentle, reflec�ve service, and everyone is warmly invited, whether your loss
is recent or long ago. Refreshments will be served afterwards, and there will be time to sit, talk and share
memories together.

Fr Mar�n will be at St Peter’s for both Sunday services.

Don’t forget our quiz at St Peter’s tonight, Friday, at 7pm. Bring friends, family and your best general
knowledge for a fun evening together.

A huge thank you to everyone who came to St Mary’s gardening day last week. It was a wonderful morning,
and the churchyard looks all the better for your hard work.

Now it’s St Peter’s turn! Our second gardening day is tomorrow, Saturday 17th October. Please come along
and lend a hand, even if you can only spare an hour. Many hands make light work, and good company
makes it a pleasure.

Finally, I like to say thank you to everyone who supported the Burdett family at St Mary’s last Thursday for
Jacky’s funeral. It was an amazing celebration of her life, and the church looked beau�ful, decorated with
Jacky’s quilts and cra�s. It was a fi�ing tribute to someone whose gifts brought warmth and colour to so
many. Please con�nue to hold Jeremy and the family in your prayers.

A Closing Thought

Whether we are pulling weeds in a churchyard, singing, praying and sharing memories together at a friend’s
funeral, sponsoring a child on the other side of the world, or simply turning up on a Sunday morning, we
are offering our loaves and fishes. They may not feel like enough to us at the �me. But placed in God’s
hands, they are always blessed and always more than enough.

Have a good week, be joyful, keep the faith and keep doing the li�le things that make a difference to those
you love and those in need.

Paul xx

Hymns for St Mary’s

❖ 42 - Be thou my vision
❖  453 - Our God is an awesome God
❖  664 - Beauty for brokenness
❖  1627 - With a prayer you fed the hungry
❖  519 - Take my life and let it be







Our Prayer for Growth
God of Mission 

Who alone brings growth to your Church,
Send your Holy Spirit 

To give vision to our planning,
Wisdom to our ac�ons, and power to our witness.

Help our church to grow in numbers,
In spiritual commitment to you,

And in service to our local community,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,

Amen

Please remember those on our prayer list:
Francis Bailey, Cole Louise Blackman, Bernice Blundy, Karina Brown, 

Gabi Brunner, Beryl Campion-Smith, Steve Carter, Jebby Dyson, Harri 
Gande, Morris Gee, John and Elizabeth Gould, Rubie Geer,  

Rosie Halle�, Summer Kilgour, Julie�e Lucas, Spike MacGuire, 
Chris�na McCann, Shirley Mansfield, Derek Marshall, 

George Morrison, Patricia Moss, 
Adrian, Andrea and Amber Parris, Gemma Peacock, 

June Perou, Chris�ne Ripley, Rubie, Yve�e Smith, 
 Cheryl Stewart, Marcus Thrower, 

Toni Warrilow, Sean Watson, Nasima Wright.



Another splendid Garden Day!

Well blessed by a beau�ful day a good crowd of all ages worked their hearts out last Saturday.  
Thank you!

Rosemary, Bobbie and all the ladies supported us splendidly with cakes and goodies and an 
excellent BBQ lunch.  Thank you!

Rector Paul, ably assisted by Churchwarden Jonathan Campbell barbecued manfully on our new 
all-singing all-dancing barbecue provided by the Diocese for May Camp and now des�ned to 
feed St Mary's for years to come. 

Our wonderful Village Bakery donated all our rolls and bread - Phil and Chris are wonderfully 
generous to us - Thank you!

We got a lot done.  Richard Haw led and directed the team (thanks Richard!) who planted up the 
southeast bed and finished the work started in April to control the weeds there by pu�ng down 
a membrane and securing it with chippings. With that plan�ng we now have at least one of all 
the plants our Flower Team have requested to provide greenery for their important and 
beau�ful floral ministry in our Church through the year.

Alan Young cemented his �tle of Incendiarist of the Year on the bonfire which dealt with an 
amazing amount of fuel.

I always enjoy seeing the varied company who work so hard and in such a good spirit.  Young 
and old (an age range of over 80 years), welcome new faces and equally welcome old faithful's - 
I am hugely grateful to you all.

We enjoyed a wonderful lunch to finish the day in style.  As always, the happy Church family vibe 
was a memorable delight. And of course there is more to come.  Saturday April 10th 2027 is our 
next Garden Day - please put it in your diaries now! Christopher Hume

PS Hope you enjoy all the photos on the coming pages and of course as always all the photo’s 
are in the Gallery on our Website.

MESSAGE FROM PATSY BAILEY
A�er almost 30 years! we have had to change our landline 
number (thanks to good old Phone and Internet providers) and 
so moving forward our contact number for all Pastoral enquiries 
etc is 01825 372526

https://stmarysnewicks.church/photo-gallery










Christmas Trees
It’s a lovely weekend and as usual there will be entertainment, 
music and food so - make a note in your diary to pop along and 

support 
St Mary’s and St Peters & St James Hospice. 

11th - 13th December








