
2nd October 2026

NEWSLETTER

“Sunset in Newick” courtesy of Jenny Smerdon

Please can anyone who has a CURRENT First Aid cer�ficate get in touch with 
Anthony Bailey (anthonyb213@gmail.com) and let him know what Level you 
are trained at.  . Thank you.

The content deadline is 10am every Thursday
Anything received after 10am will be included the following week, if appropriate. Thank you

mailto:anthonyb213@gmail.com
mailto:anthonyb213@gmail.com


Weekly Newsle�er contents:

• Rectors Ramble/alterna�ve 

• Monthly Services

• Prayers

• General ar�cles, requests and photo’s

• Rolling diary of events

• Posters and Event adverts (St Mary’s & beyond)

• Regulars: Babies, Tots, Toddlers and Teens

• Regulars: Adults

Checkout St Mary’s Website which gives you 
everything you need to know about the Church 
and what is happening there and in the Barn 
Centre and - includes a gallery of all photo’s 

https://stmarysnewicks.church/
https://stmarysnewicks.church/photo-gallery


Rectors Ramble
“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted...”

Ma�hew 4

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your prayers and support for our family �me away last week, it was a precious season of rest
and joy.

This weekend starts our season of Harvest with School service at St Mary’s on Friday, then Newick’s Harvest
service on this coming Sunday and Chailey’s the following Sunday. Harvest is a time when churches
tradi�onally give thanks for the food we eat, the land that produces it and the people whose work makes it
possible.

But this year, for many farming families, that thanksgiving comes alongside uncertainty, exhaus�on and
loss. Across our farming communities, changing weather, livestock disease, rising costs and financial
pressures are making an already demanding way of life harder. For some, the future of the farm itself feels
uncertain.

So, for this year’s Harvest, my focus may take a different tack to previous years, I’ll be thinking about
wilderness and thanks giving. In Ma�hew 4, Jesus is led into the wilderness for forty days, a place of
physical depletion, extreme heat, and utter isola�on. This scripture frequently leads us into stark,
unforgiving terrain, and for many in our farming communi�es today, the reality feels like a long, dry trek
through the desert.

When the rain fails, when fields bake dry, or when disease restric�ons and soaring input costs drain
financial and emo�onal reserves day after day, the landscape becomes spiritually and physically arid. The
wilderness is where resources run dry, where the future feels parched, and where fatigue se�les deep into
the bones.

It is in this dry place that the severe tests come:

The Tempta�on of Despair & Isola�on: The lie that we are forgotten, that our labour is meaningless, or that
we must carry the crushing weight en�rely alone.

The Illusion of Quick Fixes: The pressure to make impossible choices in the face of financial ruin when
market and international pressures offer no easy relief.

Yet Jesus neither collapses nor avoids. He inhabits the dry place, enduring its full weight, and remains
grounded in the presence and promises of the Father.

He meets the wilderness with deep spiritual resilience.

And at the end of that tes�ng �me, "angels came and attended Him." Prayers of Lament- p5

As rural Chris�ans, we are called to be a presence in the desert, to step into the parched places alongside
our farming neighbours, bringing shade, prac�cal sustenance, and the assurance that even in the most



barren wilderness, God has not abandoned the land or those who tend it. It is here, through the word, that
we can bring hope.

With hope in our hearts, I’ve included a prayer for us for Harvest and for our farmers.

Eternal God, creator and sustainer of life, we praise you for the beauty and fer�lity of the earth.
We praise you also for its complexity and mystery, before which we bow in wonder and awe.
Hear our prayers for all upon whom we depend, for the produc�on and provision of our food,

for the management of the countryside and the stewardship of its resources.
To those who are suffering in a �me of crisis, bring comfort and hope.

To those entrusted with decision-making that affects others' lives, give wisdom and discernment.
To your church, in its ministry to all, grant a watchful eye, a loving heart, and a prophetic voice in the service

of your kingdom.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Have a good week, be joyful, keep the faith and keep doing the li�le things that make a difference to those
you love and those in need.

Paul xx

HYMNS FOR ST MARY’S

❖  75 - Come ye thankful people come
❖  664 - Beauty of Brokenness
❖  585 - We plough the fields
❖  Look at the world (John Rutter)
❖  We Live in God’s great garden (Thaxted)





Our Prayer for Growth
God of Mission 

Who alone brings growth to your Church,
Send your Holy Spirit 

To give vision to our planning,
Wisdom to our ac�ons, and power to our witness.

Help our church to grow in numbers,
In spiritual commitment to you,

And in service to our local community,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,

Amen

Please remember those on our prayer list:
Francis Bailey, Cole Louise Blackman, Bernice Blundy, Karina Brown, 

Gabi Brunner, Beryl Campion-Smith, Steve Carter, Jebby Dyson, Harri 
Gande, Morris Gee, John and Elizabeth Gould, Rubie Geer,  

Rosie Halle�, Summer Kilgour, Julie�e Lucas, Spike MacGuire, 
Chris�na McCann, Shirley Mansfield, Derek Marshall, 

George Morrison, Patricia Moss, 
Adrian, Andrea and Amber Parris, Gemma Peacock, 

June and Ron Perou, Chris�ne Ripley, Rubie, Yve�e Smith, 
 Cheryl Stewart, Marcus Thrower, 

Toni Warrilow, Sean Watson, Nasima Wright.



Well deserved Josh!! 



What a lovely line-up !!

Enjoying a coffee and a chat after 
Church is always welcome at St 

Mary’s - as this lovely bunch show. 

And we are always looking for church cafe 
volunteers so if you fancy joining in - add your 

name to the list at the back of Church. 



HARVEST LUNCH THIS  SUNDAY 
 SALAD AND PUDDING DONATIONS 

WILL STILL  BE GRATEFULLY RECEIVED!

(Thanks again this year to 
our wonderful Village Bakers 

for our Harvest Loaf)

Here’s just a taster of the 
wonderful work our flower 
team are currently doing in 
readiness and more photo’s 
will be in here next week for 

you to enjoy………..





ST MARY’S GARDEN DAY - SATURDAY 10TH OCTOBER 

9AM START WITH COFFEE AND 

CAKE - (DONATIONS WELCOMED)

LUNCH PROVIDED 

ALL HELP MUCH APPRECIATED



Christmas Trees
We already have a good number of Clubs, Socie�es and Small 
Businesses registered to have a tree in this year’s fes�val but 

there is s�ll a bit of space so if you are local and fit the bill, send 
an email to 

churchoffice@stmarysnewicks.church
and we can add you in.

Its a lovely weekend and as usual there will be entertainment, 
music and food so - make a note in your diary to pop along and 

support 
St Mary’s and St Peters & St James Hospice. 

11th - 13th December

PLEAS FROM PATSY - BAGS AND CAKES…..
We need plas�c bags to help distribute food around the village 
so if you have any carrier bags or bags for life that you would be 

happy to let us have - please can you put them 
at the back of St Mary’s 

(under the long shelf where the foodbank boxes are).
Thank you.

Cakes, cakes glorious cakes!!
If any cake makers out there are able to provide some for the 

Thanksgiving Service on October 18th, please can you 
let Patsy know. Thank you

mailto:churchoffice@stmarysnewicks.church




Message from Lee Buck - Newick & Chailey Youth Worker

We are delighted to offer a February Retreat for our Yr8 – Yr13 youth 
members.  It follows a similar format to Maycamp, but is for our youth only. 
We have a limited number of spaces, so please register your child’s interest 

asap to secure a place. 
Any ques�ons, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

youth.newick@gmail.com - 07543 511181



Events at St Mary’s 

• 10th October - Autumn Garden Day
• 6th November - Ladies Supper
• 20th November - Men’s Supper
• 11th - 13th December Christmas Tree Festival
• 12th December - Andy Rees annual Singalong!
• 19th December - East Sussex Concert Band

Posters and information relating to the dates are either in this weekly 
Newsletter, or will be added as the dates get closer. 

New events will be added through the year too, as well as any events 
being advertised outside of St Mary’s so 

Keep checking!!…..

CITIZENS ADVICE DATES - NEWICK COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Tuesday 14th July, Tuesday 11th August, Tuesday 8th September
Tuesday 13th October, Tuesday 10th November, 

Tuesday 8th December






